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NINTH  REPORT 


Prom  the  SEiiECT  Committee  (of  the  House  of  Commons) 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orissa,  and  to  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  appear  to 
them,  to  the  House ;  with  their  observations  thereupon ; 
and  who  were  instructed  to  consider  how  the  British  JPos- 
sessions  in  the  East  Indies  may  be  held  and  governed  with 
the  greatest  secimty  and  advantage  to  this  Country ;  and 
by  what  means  the  happiness  of  the  Native  Inhabitants 
may  be  best  promoted. — (25th  June,  1783.) 


I.— OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  COMPANY'S 

AFFAIRS  IN  INDIA. 

ly  order  to  enable  the  House  to  adopt  the  most  proper 
«.      means  for  regulating  the  British  government  in  India,  and 
\      for  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  who  live  under 
its  authority  or  influence,  your  committee  hold  it  expedient 
to  collect,  into  distinct  points  of  view,  the  circumstances,  by 
\      which  that  government  appears  to  them  to  be  most  essen- 
I      tially  disordered ;  and  to  explain  fully  the  principles  of  po- 
licy, and  the  course  of  conduct,  by  which  the  natives  of  all 
i      ranks  and  orders  have  been  reduced  to  their  present  state  of 
■      depression  and  misery. 

Tour  committee  have  endeavoured  to  perform  this  task  in 
plain  and  popular  language,  knowing  that  nothing  has  alien- 
ated the  House  from  inquiries,  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  aU  its  duties,  so 
much  as  the  technical  language  of  the  Company's  records ; 
as  the  Indian  names  of  persons,  of  ofl&ces,  of  the  tenure  and 
qualities  of  estates,  and  of  all  the  varied  branches  of  their 
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intricate  revenue.  This  language  is,  indeed,  of  necessary  use 
in  the  executive  department  of  the  Company's  affairs;  but 
it  is  not  necessary  to  parliament.  A  language,  so  foreign 
from  all  the  ideas  and  habits  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  has  a  tendency  to  disgust  them  with 
all  sorts  of  inquiry  concerning  this  subject.  They  are 
fatigued  into  such  a  despair  of  ever  obtaining  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  in  India,  that  they  are  easily 
persuaded  to  remand  them  back  to  that  obscurity,  mysteiy, 
and  intrigue,  out  of  which  they  have  been  forced  upon  pub- 
lic notice  by  the  calamities  arising  from  their  extreme  mis- 
management. This  mismanagement  has  itself  (as  your  com- 
mittee conceive)  in  a  great  measure  arisen  from  dark  cabals, 
and  secret  suggestions  to  persons  in  power,  without  a  regu- 
lar public  inquiry  into  the  good  or  evil  tendency  of  any 
measure,  or  into  the  merit  or  demerit  of  any  person  in- 
trusted with  l!he  Company's  concerns. 

Present  laws  ^^®  P^^^  adopted  by  youT  Committee  is,  first, 
relating  to  the  to  considcr  the  law  regulating  the  East  India 
company?and  Company,  as  it  now  stands;  and  secondly,  to 
its  internal  inquire  iuto  the  circumstances  of  the  two  great 
poiicy?*^'^"  links  of  connexion,  by  which  the  territorial  pos- 
sessions in  India  are  united  to  this  kingdom; 
namely,  the  Company's  commerce ;  and  the  government  ex- 
ercised under  the  charter,  and  under  acts  of  parliament.  The 
last  of  these  objects,  the  commerce,  is  taken  m  two  points  of 
view,  the  external,  or  the  direct  trade  between  India  and 
Europe ;  and  the  internal,  that  is  to  say,  the  trade  of  Ben- 
gal, in  all  the  articles  of  produce  and  manufacture,  which 
furnish  the  Company's  investment. 

The  government  is  considered  by  your  committee  under 
the  like  descriptions  of  internal  and  external.  The  internal 
regards  the  communication  between  the  court  of  directors 
and  their  servants  in  India  ;  the  management  of  the  revenue ; 
the  expenditure  of  public  money ;  the  civil  administration  ; 
the  administration  of  justice  ;  and  the  state  of  the  army. — 
The  external  regards,  first,  the  conduct  and  maxims  of  the 
Company's  government  with  respect  to  the  native  princes 
and  people  dependent  on  the  British  authority ;  and  next, 
the  proceedings  with  regard  to  those  native  powers,  which 
are  wholly  independent  of  the  Company.     But  your  com- 
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mittee's  observations  on  the  last  division  extend  to  those 
matters  only,  which  are  not  comprehended  in  tho  Eeport  of 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy.  Under  these  heads,  your  com- 
mittee refer  to  the  most  leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which 
prevail  in  the  administration  of  India ;  deviating  only  from 
this  order,  where  the  abuses  are  of  a  complicated  nature,  and 
where  one  cannot  be  well  considered  independently  of  several 
others. 

Tour  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  second  second  at- 
attempt  made  by  parliament  for  the  reformation  b*™  ariS^nt 
of  abuses  in  the  Cfompany's  government.     It  ap-  for  a  refoma- 
pears  therefore  to  them  a  necessary  preliminary  **°°* 
to  this  second  undertaking,  to  consider  the  causes,  which,  in 
I     their  opinion,  have  produced  the  failure  of  the  first ;  that  the 
defects  of  the  original  plan  may  be  supplied ;  its  errors  cor- 
rected ;  and  such  useful  regulations,  as  were  then  adopted, 
may  be  further  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced. 
The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  the 
session  of  the  year  1773.     In  that  year,  parlia-   ^Xn^ir^/s!*' 
ment,  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  affairs 
of  India,  through  two  of  its  committees,  collected  a  very 
great  body  of  details  concerning  the  interior  economy  of  the 
Company's  possessions ;  and  concerning  many  particulars  of 
abuse,  which  prevailed  at  the  time  when  those  committees 
made  their  ample  and  instructive  reports.     But  it  does  not 
appear,  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  in  that  year, 
that  is,  in  the  East-India  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's reign,  were  altogether  grounded  on  that  information ; 
but  were  adopted  rather  on  probable  speculations,  and  general 
ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  government.     New  establish- 
ments, civil  and  judicial,  were  therefore  formed  at  a  very 
great  expense,  and  with  much  complexity  of  constitution. 
Checks  and  counter-checks  of  all  kinds  were  contrived  in  the 
execution,  as  well  as  in .  the  formation,  of  this  system,  in 
which  all  the  existing  authorities  of  this  kingdom  had  a 
share  :  for  parliament  appointed  the  members  of  the  presid- 
ing part  of  the  new  establishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the 
judicial ;  and  the  Company  preserved  the  nomination  of  the 
other  officers.     So  that  if  the  act  has  not  fuUy  answered  its 
purposes,  the  failure  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  want  of 
officers  of  every  description,  or  to  the  deficiency  of  any  mode 
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of  patronage  in  their  appointment.     The  cause  must  be 
sought  elsewhere. 

Powers  and  The  act  had  in  its  view  (independently  of 

on773  wfd*     several  detached  regulations)  five  fundamental 

the  effects  objCCtS  : 

thereof.  -j^st,  The  reformation  of  the  court  of  proprie- 

tors of  the  East  India  Company : 

2dly,  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an  en- 
forcement of  their  authority  over  the  servants  abroad : 

3dly,  The  establishment  of  a  court  of  justice  capable  of 
protecting  the  natives  jfrom  the  oppressions  of  British  sub- 
jects : 

4thly,  The  establishment  of  a- general  council  to  be  seated 
in  Bengal,  whose  authority  should,  in  many  particulars,  ex- 
tend over  all  the  British  settlements  in  India : 

5thly,  To  furnish  the  ministers  of  the  crown  with  con- 
stant information  concerning  the  whole  of  the  Company's 
correspondence  with  India,  in  order  that  they  might  be  en- 
abled to  inspect  the  conduct  of  the  directors  and  servants, 
and  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  all  parts  of  the  act ;  that 
they  might  be  furnished  with  matter  to  lay  before  parlia- 
ment from  time  to  time,  according  as  the  state  of  things 
should  render  regulation  or  animadversion  necessary. 

The  first  object  of  the  policy  of  this  act  was 
^  prietors!'^*^  to  improvc  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors. In  this  case,  as  in  almost  all  the  rest, 
the  remedy  was  not  applied  directly  to  the  disease.  The 
complaint  was,  that  factions  in  the  court  of  proprietors  had 
shown,  in  several  instances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Company  against  the  just  coercion  and  legal 
prosecution  of  the  directors.  Instead  of  applying  a  correc- 
tive to  the  distemper,  a  change  was  proposed  m  the  consti- 
tution. By  this  reform,  it  was  presumed,  that  an  iaterest 
would  arise  in  the  general  court  more  independent  in  itself, 
and  more  connected  with  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
Company.  Under  the  new  constitution,  no  pro- 
^cation!^*'^'  prietor,  not  possessed  of  a  thousand  pounds 
capital  stock,  was  permitted  to  vote  in  the  ge- 
neral court :  before  the  act,  five  hundred  pounds  was  a  suffi- 
cient qualification  for  one  vote;  and  no  value  gave  more. 
But  as  the  lower  classes  were  disabled,  the  power  was  in- 
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'  creased  in  tlie  higher :  proprietors  of  three  thousand  pounds 
vere  allowed  two  votes ;  those  of  six  thousand  were  entitled 
to  three ;  ten  thousand  pounds  was  made  the  qualification 
for  foui:.  The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale  and 
gradation  of  property.  On  this  scale,  and  on  some  pro- 
visions to  prevent  occasional,  qualifications,  and  spHttirig  of 
Totes,  the  whole  reformation  rested. 

Several  essential  points,  however,  seem  to  have  been  omit- 
ted or  misunderstood.  No  regulation  was  made  to  abolish 
the  -pernicious  custom  of  voting  by  ballot;  by  ^iiebaUot 
means  of  which,  acts  of  the  highest  concern  to 
the  Company,  and  to  the  state,  might  be  done  by  individuals 
with  perfect  impunity :  and  even  the  body  itself  might  be 
subjected  to  a  forefeiture  of  all  its  privileges  for  defaults  of 
persons,  who,  so  far  Jfrom  being  under  control,  could  not  be 
so  much  as  known  in  any  mode  of  legal  cognizance.  No- 
thing was  done,  or  attempted,  to  prevent  the  operation  of 
the  interest  of  delinquent  servants  of  the  Com-  ,  ..    ,  ^     ^ 

.      .,  1^  .    ,  1  •  1     .1  .   1  J   Indian  interest. 

pany,  m  the  general  court,  by  which  they  might 
even  come  to  be  their  own  judges ;  and  in  effect,  under  an- 
other description,  to  become  the  masters  in  that  body,  which 
ought  to  govern  them.  Nor  was  anything  provided  to  se- 
cure the  independency  of  the  proprietory  body  from  the 
various  exterior  interests,  by  which  it  might  be  disturbed, 
and  diverted  fipom  the  conservation  of  that  pecuniary  con- 
cern, which  the  act  laid  down  as  the  sole  security  for  pre- 
venting a  collusion  between  the  general  court  and  the 
powerml  delinquent  servants  in  India.  The  whole  of  the 
regulations  concerning  the  court  of  proprietors  relied  upon 
two  principles,  which  have  often  proved  fallacious ;  namely, 
that  small  numbers  were  a*  security  against  faction  and  dis- 
order; and,  that  integrity  of  conduct  would  follow  the 
greater  property.  In  no  case  could  these  principles  be  less  de- 
pended upon  than  in  the  affairs  of  the  East-India  Company. 
However,  by  whoUy  cuttiug  off  the  lower,  and  adding  to  the 
power  of  the  higher,  classes,  it  was  supposed,  that  the  higher 
would  keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to  make  profit ;  that 
the  vote  would  be  a  secondary  consideration,  and  no  more 
than  a  guard  to  the  property ;  and  that  therefore  any  abuse, 
which  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their  stock,  would 
be  warmly  Resented  Dy  such  proprietors. 
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If  the  ill  effects  of  every  misdemeanour  in  the  Company's 
service  were  to  be  immediate^  and  had  a  tendency  to  lower 
the  value  of  the  stock,  something  might  justly  be  expected 
from  the  pecuniary  security  taken  by  the  act.  But  from  the 
then  state  of  things,  it  was  more  than  probable,  that  pro- 
ceedings, ruinous  to  the  permanent  interest  of  the  Company, 
might  commence  in  great  lucrative  advantages.  Against 
this  evil  large  pecuniary  interests  were  rather  the  reverse  of 
a  remedy.  Accordingly  the  Company's  servants  have  ever 
since  covered  over  the  worst  oppressions  of  the  people  under 
their  government,  and  the  most  cruel  and  wanton  ravages  of 
all  the  neighbouring  countries,  by  holding  out,  and  for  a 
time  actually  realizing,  additions  of  revenue  to  the  territorial 
funds  of  the  Company,  and  great  quantities  of  valuable 
goods  to  their  investment. 

But  this  consideration  of  mere  income  (what- 

ropnetore.    ^^^^  weight  it  might  have)  could  not  be  the 

first  object  of  a  proprietor,  in  a  body  so  circumstanced.  The 
East-India  Company  is  not  like  the  Bank  of  England,  a 
mere  monied  society  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  preservation 
or  improvement  of  their  capital :  and  therefore,  every  at- 
tempt to  regulate  it  upon  the  same  principles  must  inevitably 
fail.  When  it  is  considered,  that  a  certain  share  in  the 
stock  gives  a  share  in  the  government  of  so  vast  an  empire, 
with  such  a  boundless  patronage,  civil,  military,  marine, 
commercial,  and  financial,  in  every  department  of  which  such 
fortunes  have  been  made,  as  could  be  made  nowhere  else,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  that  capitals,  far  superior  to 
any  qualifications  appointed  to  proprietors,  or  even  to  di- 
rectors, would  readily  be  laid  out  for  a  participation  in  that 
power.  The  India  proprietor,  therefore,  will  always  be,  in 
the  first  instance,  a  politician  ;  and  the  bolder  his  enterprise, 
and  the  more  corrupt  his  views,  the  less  will  be  his  con- 
sideration of  the  price  to  be  paid  for  compassing  them.  The 
new  regulations  did  not  reduce  the  number  so  low  as  not  to 
leave  the  assembly  still  liable  to  all  the  disorder,  which 
might  be  supposed  to  arise  from  multitude.  But,  if  the 
principle  had  been  well  established,  and  well  executed,  a 
much  greater  inconveniency  grew  out  of  the  reform  than 
that  which  had  attended  the  old  abuse ;  for  if  tumult  and 
disorder  be  lessened  by  reducing  the  number  of  proprietors, 
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private  cabal  and  intrigue  are  facilitated,  at  least,  in  an  equal 
aegree ;  and  it  is  cabal  and  corruption,  rather  than  disorder 
and  confusion,  that  were  most  to  be  dreaded  in  transacting 
the  affairs  of  India.  Whilst  the  votes  of  the  smaller  pro- 
prietors continued,  a  dpor  was  lefb  open  for  the  public  sense 
I  to  enter  into  that  society :  since  that  door  hap  been  closed, 
the  proprietory  has  become  (even  more  than  formerly)  an 
aggregate  of  private  interests,  which  subsist  at  the  expense 
of  the  collective  body.  At  the  moment  of  this  revolution  in 
the  proprietory,  as  it  might  naturally  be  expected,  those, 
who  had  either  no  very  particular  interest  in  their  vote,  or 
bat  a  petty  object  to  pursue,  immediately  disqualified ;  but 
those,  who  were  deeply  interested  in  the  Company's  patron- 
age ;  those,  who  were  concerned  in  the  supply  of  ships,  and 
01  the  other  innumerable  objects,  required  for  their  immense 
establishments ;  those,  who  were  engaged  in  contracts  with 
the  treasury^  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  together  with  the 
cleiks  in  public  offices,  found  means  of  securing  qualifica- 
tions at  the  enlarged  standard.  All  these  composed  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  formerly  they  had  done  of  the  pro- 
prietory body. 

Against  the  great,  predominant,  radical  corruption  of  the 
court  of  proprietors,  the  raising  the  qualification  proved  no 
sort  of  remedy.  The  return  of  the  Company's  servants  into 
Europe  poured  in  a  constant  supply  of  proprietors,  whose 
ability  to  purchase  the  highest  qualifications  for  themselves, 
their  agents,  and  dependents,  could  not  be  dubious.  And 
this  latter  description  form  a  very  considerable,  and  by  far 
the  most  active  and  efficient,  part  of  that  body.  To  add  to 
the  votes,  which  is  adding  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  the 
wealth,  of  men,  whose  very  offences  were  supposed  to  consist 
in  acts,  which  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  enormous  riches,  ap- 
pears by  no  means  a  well-considered  method  of  checking  ra- 
pacity and  oppression.  In  proportion  as  these  interests  pre- 
vailed, the  means  of  cabal,  of  concealment,  and  of  corrupt 
confederacy,  became  far  more  easy  than  before.  Accord- 
ingly, there  was  no  fault  with  respect  to  the  Company's  go- 
vernment over  its  servants,  charged  or  chargeable  on  the 
general  court  as  it  originally  stood,  of  which,  since  the  re- 
form, it  has  not  been  notoriously  guilty. .  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, a  matter  of  surprise  to  your  committee,  that  the  general 
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court,  so  composed,  has  at  length  grown  to  such  a  degree  of 
contempt  both  of  its  duty  and  of  the  permanent  interest  of 
the  whole  corporation,  as  to  put  itself  into  open  defiance  of 
the  salutary  admonitions  of  this  Hoiise,  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asserting  and  enforcing  the  legal  authority  of  their 
own  body  over  their  own  servants. 

The  failure  in  this  part  of  the  reform  of  1773  is  not  stated 
by  your  committee  as  recommending  a  return  to  the  ancient 
constitution  of  the  Company,  which  was  nearly  as  far  as  the 
]iew  from  containing  any  principle  tending  to  the  prevention 
or  remedy  of  abuses ;  but  to  point  out  the  probaole  failure 
of  any  future  regulations,  which  do  not  apply  directly  to  the 
grievance,  but  mAch.  may  be  taken  up  as  experiments  to  as-' 
certain  theories  of  the  operations  of  councils  formed  of 
greater  or  lesser  numbers,  or  such  as  shall  be  composed  of 
men  of  more  or  less  opulence,  or  of  interests  of  newer  op 
longer  standing,  or  concerning  the  distribution  of  power  to 
various  descriptions  or  professions  of  men,  or  of  the  election 
to  oilice  by  one  authority,  rather  than  another. 

The  second  object  of  the  act  was  the  court  of 

dire/toM.  directors.  Under  the  arrangement  of  the  year 
1773,  that  court  appeared'  to  have  its  authority 
much  strengthened.  It  was  made  less  dependent  than 
formerly  upon  its  constituents  the  proprietory.  The  dura- 
tion of  the  directors  in  office  was  rendered  more  permanent, 
and  the  tenure  itself  diversified  by  a  varied  and  intricate  rot- 
ation. At  the  same  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over 
their  servants  of  all  descriptions ;  and  the  only  rule  pre- 
scribed to  the  council-general  of  Bengal,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  large  and  ill-defined  powers  given  to  them,  was,  that  they 
were  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. As  to  the  court  of  directors  itself,  it  was  left  with 
very  little  regulation.  The  custom  of  ballot,  infinitely  the 
most  mischievous  in  a  body  possessed  of  all  the  ordinary  exe- 
cutive powers,  was  still  left ;  and  your  committee  have  found 
the  ill  effects  of  this  practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries. 
Nothing  was  done  to  oblige  the  directors  to  attend  to  the 
promotion  of  their  servants  according  to  their  rank  and 
merits.  In  judging  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to 
bind  them  to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on  their  re- 
cords.    iN'o thing  was  done  to  compel  them  to  prosecution  or 
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complaint  where  delinquency  became  visible.'  The  act  indeed 
prescribed,  that  no  servant  of  the  Company  abroad  should  be 
eligible  into  the  direction  until  two  years  after  his  return  to 
England.  But  as  this  regulation  rather  presumes  than  pro- 
vides for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  a  very  ordinary  neg- 
lect in  the  court  of  directors  might  easily  defeat  it,  and  a 
short  remission  might  in  this  particular  operate  as  a  total 
indemnity.  In  fact,  however,  the  servants  have  of  late  sel- 
dom attempted  a  seat  in  the  direction ;  an  attempt,  which 
might  possibly  rouse  a  dormant  spirit  of  inquiry ;  but  satis- 
fied with  an  interest  in  the  proprietory,  they  have,  through 
that  name,  brought  the  direction  very  much  under  their  own 
control.  m^ 

As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  on  the  whole  it  was  somewhat 
degraded  by  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose  was  to  exalt 
it ;  and  that  the  only  effect  of  the  parliamentary  sanction  to 
their  orders  has  been,  that  along  with  those  orders  the  law 
of  the  land  has  been  despised  and  trampled  under  foot.  The 
directors  were  not  suffered  either  to  nominate  or  to  remove 
those,  whom  they  were  empowered  to  instruct:  from  masters 
they  were  reduced  to  the  situation  of  complainants ;  a  situa- 
tion, the  imbecility  of  which  no  laws  or  regulations  could 
wholly  alter;  and  when  the  directors  were  afterwards  re- 
stored in  some  degree  to  their  ancient  power,  on  the  expir- 
ation of  the  lease  given  to  their  principal  servants,  it  became 
impossible  for  them  to  recover  any  degree  of  their  ancient 
respect,  even  if  they  had  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  so  mo- 
delled as  to  be  entirely  free  from  all  ambition  of  that  sort. 

From  that  period  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  became 
.80  habitually  despised  by  their  servants  abroad,  and  at  length 
to  be  so  little  regarded  even  by  themselves,  that  this  contempt 
of  orders  forms  fdmostthe  whole  subject-matter  of  the  volumin- 
ous reports  of  two  of  your  committees.  If  any  doubt  how- 
ever remains  concerning  the  cause  of  this  fatal  decline  of  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  no  doubt  whatsoever  can 
remain  of  the  fact  itself,  nor  of  the  total  failure  of  one  of  the 
great  leading  regulations  of  the  act  of  1773. 

The  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  arrange-  supreme 
ment;  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was  to  form  court  of  judi- 
a  strong  and  solid  security  for  the  natives  against  ^^^^' 
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the  wrongs  and  oppressions  of  British  subjects  resident  in 
Bengal.  An  operose  and  expensive  establishment  of  a  su- 
preme court  was  made,  and  charged  upon  the  revenues  of 
the  country.  The  charter  of  justice  was  by  the  act  left  to 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  the  magistrates. 
The  defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  this;  that  no  rule 
was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  or  the  charter,  by  which 
the  court  was  to  judge.  No  descriptions  of  offenders,  or 
species  of  delinquency,  were  properly  ascertained  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  the  prevalent  mode  of  abuse. 
Provision  was  made  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
remotest  part  of  Hindostan,  as  if  it  were  a  provmce  in  Great 
Britain.  Your  committee  have  long  had  the  constitution 
and  conduct  of  this  court  before  them ;  and  they  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  discover  very  few  instances  (not  one,  that 
appears  to  them  of  leading  importance)  of  relief  given  to  the 
natives  against  the  corruptions  or  oppressions  of  British 
subjects  in  power ;  though  they  do  find  one  very  strong  and 
marked  instance  of  the  judges  having  employed  an  unwar- 
rantable extension  or  application  of  the  municipal  law  of 
England,  to  destroy  a  person  of  the  highest  rank  among 
those  natives,  whom  they  were  sent  to  protect.  One  circum- 
stance rendered  the  proceeding  in  this  case  fatal  to  all  the 
good  purposes,  for  which  the  court  had  been  established.  The 
sufferer  (the  Eajah  Nundcomar)  appears,  at  the  very  time  of 
this  extraordinary  prosecution,  a  discoverer  of  some  particu- 
lars of  illicit  gain  then  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  the  govern- 
or-general. Although  in  ordinary  cases,  and  in  some  lesser 
instances  of  grievance,  it  is  very  probable,  that  this  court  has 
done  its  duty,  and  has  been,  as  every  court  must  be,  of  some 
service ;  yet  one  example  of  this  kind  must  do  more  towards 
deterring  the  natives  from  complaint,  and  consequently  from 
the  means  of  redress,  than  many  decisions  favourable  to  them, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding,  can  do  for  their  en- 
couragement and  relief.  So  far  as  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  discover,  the  court  has  been  generally  terrible  to  the 
natives,  and  has  distracted  the  government  of  the  Company, 
without  substantially  reforming  any  one  of  its  abuses. 

This  court,  which  in  its  constitution  seems  not  to  have 
had  sufficiently  in  view  the  necessities  of  the  people,  for 
whose  relief  it  was  intended,  and  was,  or  thought  itself. 
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bound,  in  some  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to  the 
forms  and  rules  of  English  practice,  in  others  was  framed 
upon  principles,  perhaps,  too  remote  from  the  constitution 
of  English  tribunals.     Bj  the  usual  course  of  English  prac- 
tice, the  fer  greater  part  of  the  redress  to  be  obtained  against 
oppressions  of  power  is  by  process  in  the  nature  of  civil  ac- 
tions.    In  these  a  trial  by  jury  is  a  necessary  part,  with  re- 
gard to  the  finding  the  offence,  and  to  the  assessment  of  the 
damages.    Both  these  were,  in  the  charter  of  justice,  left 
entirdy  to  the  judges.     It  was  presumed,  and  not  wholly 
without  reason,  that  the  British  subjects  were  liable  to  fall 
into  factions  and  combinations,  in  order  to  support  them- 
selTes  in  the  abuses  of  an  authority,  of  which  every  man 
might,  in  his  turn,  become  a  sharer.     And  with  regard  to 
the  natives,  it  was  presumed,  (perhaps  a  little  too  hastily,) 
that  they  were  not  capable  of  sharing  in  the  functions  of 
jurors.     But  it  was  not  foreseen,  that  the  judges  were  also 
liable  to  be  engaged  in  the  factions  of  the  settlement :  and 
if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be  so  engaged,  that  the  native 

nle  were  then  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay 
e  clause,  that  the  court  and  jury,  though  both  liable  to 
bias,  might  not  easily  unite  in  the  same  identical  act  of  in- 
justice. Your  committee,  on  full  inquiry,  are  of  opinion, 
tAat  the  use  of  juries  is  neither  impracticable  nor  dangerous 
in  Bengal, 

Tour  committee  refer  to  their  report,  made  in  the  year 
1781,  for  the  manner  in  which,  this  court  attempting  to  ex- 
tend its  jurisdiction,  and  falling  with  extreme  severity  on  the 
native  magistrates,  a  violent  contest  arose  between  the  Eng- 
lish judges  and  the  English  civil  authority.  This  authority 
calling  in  the  military  arm  (by  a  most  dangerous  example) 
overpowered,  and  for  a  while  suspended,  the  functions  of  that 
court ;  but  at  length  those  functions,  which  were  suspended 
by  the  quarrel  of  the  parties,  were  destroyed  by  their  recon- 
ciliation, and  by  the  arrangements  made  in  consequence  of 
it.  By  these  the  court  was  virtually  annihilated ;  or,  if  sub- 
stantially it  exists,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  it  exists  only  for 
purposes  very  different  from  those  of  its  institution. 

The  fourth  object  of  the  act  of  1773  was  the  council-gene- 
ral. This  institution  was  intended  to  produce  uniformity, 
consistency,  and  the  effective  co-operation  of  all  the  settle- 
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nients  in  their  common  defence.  By  the  ancient  constitution 
of  the  Company's  foreign  settlements  they  were  each  of  them 
under  the  orders  of  a  president,  or  chief,  and  a  council,  more 
or  fewer,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Company ;  among 
those,  parliament  (probahly  on  account  of  the  largeness  of 
the  territorial  acquisitions,  rather  than  the  conveniency  of 
the  situation)  chose  Bengal,  for  the  residence  of  the  con- 
trolling power ;  and,  dissolving  the  presidency,  appointed  a 
new  estaolishment  upon  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that 
which  had  prevailed  oefore ;  but  the  number  was  smaller. 
This  establishment  was  composed  of  a  governor-general,  and 
four  counsellors,  all  named  m  the  act  of  parliament.  They 
were  to  hold  their  offices  for  five  years ;  after  which  term  the 
patronage  was  to  revert  to  the  court  of  directors.  In  the 
mean  time  such  vacancies  as  should  happen  were  to  be  filled 
by  that  court,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  crown.  The  fiirst 
governor-general  and  one  of  the  counsellors  had  been  old 
servants  to  the  Company,  the  others  were  new  men. 

On  this  new  arrangement,  the  courts  of  proprietors  and 
directors  considered  the  details  of  commerce  as  not  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  enlarged  sphere  of  duty,  and  the  reduced 
number  of  the  council.  Therefore,  to  relieve  them  from  this 
burthen,  they  instituted  a  new  office,  called  the  Board  of 
Trade,  for  the  subordinate  management  of  their  commercial 
concerns ;  and  appointed  eleven  of  their  senior  servants  to 
fill  the  commission. 

The  powers  given  by  the  act  to  the  new 
powers °to  go.  govemor-gencral  and  council  had  for  their  di- 
vernor-generai  pcct  objcct  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  de- 
pendencies. Within  that  sphere  (and  it  is  not 
a  small  one)  their  authority  extended  over  all  the  Company's 
concerns,  of  whatever  description.  In  matters  of  peace  and 
war  it  seems  to  have  been  meant,  that  the  other  presidencies 
should  be  subordinate  to  their  board.  But  the  law  is  loose 
and  defective  where  it  professes  to  restrain  the  subordinate 
presidencies  from  making  war  without  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  supreme  council.  They  are  left  free  to  act 
without  it  in  cases  of  imminent  necessity^  or,  where  tJiey  shall 
have  received  special  orders  from  the  Compa/ny.  The  first  ex- 
ception leaves  it  open  to  the  subordinate  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  measures,  which,  when  taken,  bind  or  involve 
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the  superior :  t'he  second  refers  a  question  of  peace  or  war 
to  two  jurisdictions,  which  may  give  different  judgments. 
In*  both  instances  cases  in  point  have  occurred.  With  re- 
gard to  their  local  administration,  their  powers  were  exceed- 
ingly and  dangerously  loose  and  undetermined.  Their 
powers  were  not  given  directly,  but  in  words  of  reference, 
m  which  neither  the  objects  related  to,  nor  the  mode  of  the 
relation,  were  sufficiently  expressed.  Their  legislative  and 
executive  capacities  were  not  so  accurately  drawn,  and 
marked  by  such  strong  and  penal  lines  of  distinction,  as  to 
keep  these  capacities  separate.  Where  legislative,  and 
merely  executive,  powers  were  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  the 
legislative,  which  is  the  larger,  and  the  more  ready  for  all 
occasions,  was  constantly  resorted  to.  The  governor-general 
and  council  therefore  immediately  gave  constructions  to  their 
ill-defined  authority,  which  rendered  it  perfectly  despotic ; 
constructions,  which  if  they  were  allowed,  no  action  of  theirs 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  criminal. 

Armed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in  itself  so  ample, 
and  by  abuse  so  capable  of  an  unlimited  extent,  very  few, 
and  these  very  insufficient,  correctives  were  administered. 
Ample  salaries  were  provided  for  them,  whieh  indeed  re- 
moved the  necessity,  but  by  no  means  the  inducements,  to 
corruption  and  oppression.  Nor  was  any  barrier  whatsoever 
opposed,  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  against  their  injustice, 
except  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  which  never  could 
be  capable  of  controlling  a  government  with  such  powers, 
without  becoming  such  a  government  itself. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  prohibition  against  all  concerns  in 
trade  to  the  whole  councu,  and  against  all  taking  of  presents 
by  any  in  authority.  A  right  of  prosecution  in  the  King's 
Bench  was  also  established ;  but  it  was  a  right,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  difficult,  and  in  many,  and  those  the  most  weighty, 
cases  impracticable.  No  considerable  facilities  were  given 
to  prosecutions  in  parliament ;  nothing  was  done  to  prevent 
complaint  from  being  far  more  dangerous  to  the  sufferer  than 
injustice  to  the  oppressor.  No  overt  acts  were  fixed,  upon 
which  corruption  should  be  presumed  in  transactions,  of 
which  secrecy  and  collusion  formed  the  very  basis ;  no  rules 
of  evidence,  nor  authentic  mode  of  transmission,  were  settled 
'  See  the  secret  committee's  reports  on  the  Mahratta  Tvar. 
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in  conformity  to  the  unalterable  circumstances  of  the  country 
and  the  people. 

One  provision,  indeed,  was  made  for  restrain- 
^senrwits.**^  ing  the  servants,  in  itself  very  wise  and  sub- 
stantial ;  a  delinquent,  once  dismissed,  could  not 
be  restored  but  by  the  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
and  three-fourths  of  the  proprietors :  this  was  well  aimed. 
But  no  method  was  settled  for  bringing  delinquents  to  the 
question  of  removal ;  and  if  they  should  be  brought  to  it,  a 
door  lay  wide  open  for  evasion  of  the  laW,  and  for  a  return 
into  the  service,  in  defiance  of  its  plain  intention ;  that  is,  by 
resigning,  to  avoid  removal ;  by  which  measure  this  provision 
of  the  act  has  proved  as  unoperative  as  all  the  rest.  By  this 
management,  a  mere  majority  may  bring  in  the  greater  de- 
linquent, whilst  the  person  removed  for  oflfences  compara- 
tively trivial  may  remain  excluded  for  ever. 

The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  was 
^°""rai5*^°*'  composed  of  two  totally  discordant  elements, 
which  soon  distinguished  themselves  into  perma- 
nent parties.  One  of  the  principal  instructions,  which  the 
tliree  members  of  the  council,  sent  immediately  from  Eng- 
land, namely.  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis,  carried  out  with  them,  was,  to  "  cause  the  strictest 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  oppressions  and  abuses,^^  among 
whicli  the  practice  of  receiving  presents  from  the  natives,  at 
that  time  generally  charged  upon  men  in  power,  was  prin- 
cipally aimed  at. 

Presents  to  any  considerable  value  were  justly  reputed  by 
the  legislature,  not  as  marks  of  attention  and  respect,  but  as 
bribes  or  extortions ;  for  which  either  the  beneficial  and  gra- 
tuitous duties  of  government  were  sold,  or  they  were  the 
price  paid  for  acts  of  partiality ;  or,  finally,  they  were  sums 
of  money  extorted  from  the  givers  by  the  terrors  of  power. 
Against  the  system  of  presents,  therefore,  the  new  commis- 
sion was,  in  general  opinion,  particularly  pointed.  In  the 
commencement  of  reformation,  at  a  period,  when  a  rapacious 
conquest  had  overpowered  and  succeeded  to  a  corrupt  go- 
vernment, an  act  of  indemnity  might  have  been  thougnt  ad- 
visable ;  perhaps  a  new  account  ought  to  have  been  opened ; 
all  retrospect  ought  to  have  been  forbidden,  at  least  to  cer- 
tain periods.     If  this  had  not  been  thought  advisable,  none 
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in  the  higber  departments  of  a  suspected  atid  decried  govern- 
ment ought  to  nave  been  kept  in  their  posts,  until  an  ex- 
amination had  rendered  their  proceedings  dear,  or  until 
length  of  time  had  obliterated,  by  an  even  course  of  irre- 
proachable conduct,  the  errors,  which  so  naturally  grow  out 
of  a  new  power.  But  the  policy  adopted  was  different :  it 
was  to  begin  with  examples.  The  cry  against  the  abuses  was 
strong  and  vehement  throughout  the  whole  nation,  and  the 
practice  of  presents  was  represented  to  be  as  general,  as  it 
was  mischievous.  In  such  a  case,  indeed  in  any  case,  it 
seemed  not  to  be  a  measure  the  most  provident,  without  a 
great  deal  of  previous  inquiry,  to  place  two  persons,  who 
from  their  situation  must  be  the  most  exposed  to  such  im- 
putations, in  the  commission,  which  was  to  inquire  into  their 
own  conduct ;  much  less  to  place  one  of  them  at  the  head  of 
that  commission,  and  with  a  casting  vote  in  case  of  an  equal- 
ity. The  persons,  who  could  not  be  liable  to  that  charge, 
were,  indeed,  three  to  two ;  but  any  accidental  difference  of 
opinion,  the  death  of  any  one  of  them,  or  his  occasional  ab- 
sence or  sickness,  threw  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  other  two,  who  were  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  one 
the  president,  and  the  other  high  in  the  council  of  that 
establishment,  on  which  the  reform  was  to  operate.  Thus 
those,  who  were  liable  to  process  as  delinquents,  were  in 
effect  set  over  the  reformers ;  and  that  did  actually  happen, 
which  might  be  expected  to  happen  from  so  preposterous  an 
arrangement ;  a  stop  was  soon  put  to  all  inquiries  into  the 
capital  abuses. 

Nor  was  the  great  political  end  proposed  in  the  formation  of 
a  superintending  council  over  all  the  presidencies  better  an- 
swered, than  that  of  an  inquiry  into  corruptions  and  abuses. 
The  several  presidencies  have  acted,  in  a  great  degree,  upon 
their  own  separate  authority ;  and  as  little  of  unity,  concert, 
or  regular  system,  has  appeared  in  the^r  conduct,  as  was  ever, 
known  before  this  institution.  India  is,  indeed,  so  vast  a 
country,  and  the  settlements  are  so  divided,  that  their  inter- 
course with  each  other  is  liable  to  as  many  delays  and  diffi- 
culties as  the  intercourse  between  distant  and  separate  states. 
But  one  evil  may  possibly  have  arisen  from  an  attempt  to 
produce  an  union,  which  though  undoubtedly  to  be  aimed  at, 
18  opposed  in  some  degree  by  the  unalterable  nature  of  their 
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situation,  that  it  has  taught  the  servants  rather  to  look  to  a 
su])crior  among  themselves,  than  to  their  common  superiors. 
This  evil,  growing  out  of  the  abuse  of  subordination,  can 
only  be  corrected  by  a  very  strict  enforcement  of  authority 
(ner  that  part  of  the  chain  of  dependence,  which  is  next  to 
the  original  power. 

That  which  your  committee  considers  as  the 
to^urriiiln'is-"  fifth  and  last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  act, 
ters  of  tiie        ^^(1  ^g  thc  binding  regulation  of  the  whole,  is 

crowu.  .  o         o  ' 

the  introduction  (then  for  the  first  time)  of  the 
ministers  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  of  the  Company.  The 
state  claiming  a  concern  and  share  of  property  in  the  Com- 
pany's profits,  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  presumed  the 
more  likely  to  preserve,  with  a  scrupulous  attention,  the 
sources  of  the  great  revenues,  which  tney  were  to  adminis- 
ter, and  for  the  rise  and  fall  of  which  they  were  to  render  an 
account. 

The  interference  of  government  was  introduced  by  this  act 
in  two  ways ;  one  by  a  control,  in  effect  by  a  share,  in  the 
appointment  to  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council.  The  act 
])rovided,  that  his  Majesty's  approbation  should  be  had  to 
tlie  persons  named  to  that  duty.  Partaking  thus  in  the 
patronage  of  the  Company,  administration  was  bound  to  an 
attention  to  the  characters  and  capacities  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  high  trust. 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  way  of  inspec- 
tion. By  this  right  of  inspection  evenrthing  in  the  Com- 
])any's  correspondence  from  India,  whicn  related  to  the  civil 
or  military  affairs,  and  government  of  the  Company,  was  di- 
iHK^ted  by  the  act  to  be  within  fourteen  days  after  tne  receipt 
laid  before  the  secretary  of  state;  and  everything  that  re- 
lated to  the  management  of  the  revenues,  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  commissioners  of  the  treasury.  In  fact,  both  de- 
scriptions of  these  papers  have  been  generally  communicated 
to  that  board. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  were 
^'^^'^pian"  *^^  great  and  material  defects  in  both  parts  of  the 
plan.  AVith  regard  to  the  approbation  of  per- 
sons nominated  to  the  supreme  council  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, no  sufficient  means  were  provided  for  carrying  to  his 
3Iajesty,  along  wdth  the  nomination,  the  particulars  in  the 
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ecmduct  of  those,  who  had  been  in  the  service  before,  which 
might  render  them  proper  objects  of  approbation  or  rejec- 
ti<m.  The  India  House  possesses  an  office  of  record  capable 
of  furnishing,  in  almost  all  cases,  materials  for  judging  on  the 
behaviour  oi  the  servants  in  their  progress  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  stations ;  and  the  whole  discipline  of  the  ser- 

Ivice,  civil  and  military,  must  depend  upon  an  examination  of 
these  records  inseparably  attending  every  application  for  an 
appointment  to  the  highest  stations.  But  in  the  present 
Btate  of  the  nomination,  the  ministers  of  the  crown  are  not 
furnished  with  the  proper  means  of  exercising  the  power  of 
control  intended  by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scrupulously 
attentive  to  the  use  of  it.  There  are  modes  of  proceeding 
fiBkvourable  to  neglect.  Others  excite  inquiry,  and  stimulate 
to  vigilance. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  for 

the  future  prevention  of  cabal,  and  of  private  and  fem^y^them! 

partial  representation,  whether  above  or  below, 

that  whenever  any  person,  who  has  been  in  the  service,  shall 

he  recommended  to  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 

the  council-general,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of  directors 

shall  be  ordered  to  make  a  strict  search  into  the  records  of 

the  Company ;  and  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the 

reasons  of  tne  court  of  directors  for  their  choice,  together 

with  a  faithful  copy  of  whatever  shall  be  found  (if  anything 

can  be  found)  rektive  to  his  character  and  conduct ;  as  also 

an  account  of  his  standing  in  the  Company's  service ;  the 

time  of  his  abode  in  India ;  the  reasons  for  his  return ;  and 

the  stations,  whether  civil  or  military,  in  which  he  has  been 

suceessively  placed. 

"With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted  the  names  of 
those,  who  were  proposed  as  candidates  for  the  same  office, 
with  the  correspondent  particulars  relative  to  their  conduct 
and  situation :  lor  not  only  the  separate,  but  the  comparative, 
merit  probably  would,  and  certainly  ought  to  have  great  in- 
fluence in  the  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  party  presented 
to  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  These  papers  should  be  laid 
before  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  and  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state,  and  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  in  the 
treasury  and  the  secretary's  office. 

VOL.   IV.  c 
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Appointment  These  precautions,  in  case  of  the  nomination 
ofcounseUors,  of  any  wHo  have  served  the  Company,  appear  to 
"'■  be  necessary  from  the  improper  nonO^fion  <md 

Macpherson's     approbation  of  Mr.  John  Macpherson,  notwith- 
appointment.     gtanding  the  objections  which  stood  against  him 
on  the  Company's  records.     The  choice  of  Mr. 
stables.  John  Stables,  from  an  inferior  military  to  the 

highest  civil  capacity,  was  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an  en- 
couraging example  to  either  service.  Sis  conduct,  indeed, 
in  the  subaltern  military  situation,  had  received,  and  seems 
to  have  deserved,  commendation ;  but  no  sufficient  ground 
was  furnished  for  confounding  the  lines  and  gradations  of 
service.  This  measure  was,  however,  far  less  exceptionable 
than  the  former ;  because  an  irregular  choice  of  a  less  com- 
petent person,  and  the  preference  given  to  proved  delin- 
quency, in  prejudice  to  uncensured  service,  are  very  different 
things.  But  even  this  latter  appointment  would,  in  all  like- 
lihood, have  been  avoided,  if  rules  of  promotion  had  been 
established.  If  such  rules  were  settled,  candidates,  qualified 
from  ability,  knowledge,  and  service,  would  not  be  discour- 
aged by  finding,  that  everything  was  open  to  every  man ;  and 
tliat  favour  alone  did  not  stand  in  the  place  of  civil  or  mili- 
tary experience.  The  elevation  from  the  lowest  stations  un- 
faithfully and  negligently  filled  to  the  highest  trusts,  the 
total  inattention  to  rank  and  seniority,  and  much  more  the 
combination  of  this  neglect  of  rank  with  a  confusion  (unac- 
companied with  strong  and  evident  reasons)  of  the  lines  of 
service,  cannot  operate  as  useful  examples  on  those,  who 
serve  the  public  in  India.  These  servants,  beholding  men, 
who  have  been  condemned  for  improper  behaviour  to  the 
Company  in  inferior  civil  stations,  elevated  above  them,  or 
(what  is  less  blamable,  but  still  mischievous)  persons  with- 
out any  distinguished  civil  talents,  taken  from  the  subordin- 
ate situations  of  another  line  to  their  prejudice,  will  despair 
by  any  good  behaviour  of  ascending  to  the  dignities  of  their 
own  ;  they  will  be  led  to  improve,  to  the  utmost  advantage 
of  their  fortune,  the  lower  stages  of  power,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  make  up  in  lucre  what  they  can  never  hope  to 
acquire  in  station. 

The  temporary  appointment  by  parliament  of  the  supreme 
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council  of  India  arose  &om  an  opinion,  that  the  Company,  at 
that  time  at  least,  was  not  in  a  condition,  or  not  disposed  to 
a  proper  exercise  of  the  privileges,  which  they  held  under 
their  charter.  It.  therefore  behoved  the  directors  to  be  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  their  choice  of  counsellors  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period,  during  which  their  patronage  had 
been  suspended.  The  duties  of  the  supreme  council  had 
been  reputed  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  to  require  even  legis- 
lative interposition.  They  were  called  upon,  by  all  possible 
care  and  impartiality,  to  justify  parliament  at  least  as  fully 
in  the  restoration  of  their  privileges,  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  time  had  done  in  their  suspension. 

But  interests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, which,  by  the  violation  of  every  rule,  seemed  to  be  re- 
solved on  the  destruction  of  those  privileges,  of  which  they 
were  the  natural  guardians.  Every  new  power  given  has 
been  made  the  source  of  a  new  abuse ;  and  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment themselves,  which  provide  but  imperfectly  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  mischief,  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  made  pro- 
visions, (contrary  without  doubt  to  the  intention  of  the 
legislature,)  which  operate  against  the  possibility  of  any 
cure  in  the  ordinary  course. 

In  the  original  institution  of  the  supreme  council,  reasons 
may  have  existed  against  rendering  the  tenure  of  the  coun- 
sellors in  their  office  precarious.  A  plan  of  reform  might 
have  required  the  permanence  of  the  persons,  who  were  just 
appointed  by  parliament  to  execute  it ;  but  the  act  of  one 
tnousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  gave  a  duration,  co-exist- 
ent with  the  statute  itself,  to  a  council  not  appointed  by  act 
of  parliament,  nor  chosen  for  any  temporary  or  special  pur- 
pse :  by  which  means  the  servants  in  the  highest  situation, 
let  their  conduct  be  never  so  grossly  criminal,  cannot  be  re- 
moved, unless  the  court  of  directors  and  ministers  of  the 
crown  can  be  found  to  concur  in  the  same  opinion  of  it. 
The  prevalence  of  the  Indian  factions  in  the  court  of  di- 
rectors and  court  of  proprietors,  and  sometimes  in  the  state 
itself,  renders  this  agreement  extremely  difficult:  if  the 
principal  members  of  the  direction  should  be  in  a  conspiracy 
with  any  principal  servant  under  censure,  it  will  be  imprac- 
ticable ;  because  the  first  act  must  originate  there.  The  re- 
duced state  of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom  in  Bengal  may 

c  2 
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be  traced  in  a  great  measure  to  that  yery  natural  source  of 
independence.  In  many  cases,  the  instant  removal  of  an 
offender  from  his  power  of  doing  mischief  is  the  only  mode  of 
preventing  the  utter  and,  perhaps,  irretrievable  ruin  of  pub- 
lic affau*s.  In  such  a  case,  the  process  ought  to  be  simple, 
and  the  power  absolute  in  one,  or  in  either  hand  separately. 
By  contriving  the  balance  of  interests  formed  in  the  act, 
notorious  offence,  gross  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency,  have 
many  chauces  of  retaining  and  abusing  authority,  whilst  the 
variety  of  representations,  hearings,  and  conferences,  and 
possibly  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  between  rival 
powers,  may  prevent  any  decision  ;  and  at  length  give  time 
and  means  for  settlements  and  compromises  among  parties, 
made  at  the  expense  of  justice  and  true  policy.  But  this  act 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  not  properly  dis- 
tinguishing judicial  process  from  executive  arrangements, 
requires  in  effect  nearly  the  same  degree  of  solemnity,  delay, 
and  detail  for  removing  a  political  inconvenience,  which  at- 
tends a  criminal  proceeding  for  the  punishment  of  offences. 
It  goes  fiirther,  and  gives  the  same  tenure  to  all  who  shall 
succeed  to  vacancies,  which  was  given  to  those  whom  the  act 
found  in  office. 

Another  regulation  was  made  in  the  act,  which  has  a  tend- 
ency to  render  the  control  of  delinquency,  or  the  removal 
of  incapacity,  in  the  council-general,  extremely  difficult,  as 
well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into  the  original  ap- 
Provisionai  ap-  pointmcut  of  couusellors.  The  inconveniencies 
pointment  for  of  a  vacancy  in  that  important  office,  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  authority  that  is  to  fill  it,  were 
visible  ;  but  your  committee  have  doubts,  whether  they  bal- 
ance the  mischief,  which  may  arise  from  the  power  given 
in  this  act,  of  a  provisional  appointment  to  vacancies,  not  on 
the  event,  but  on  foresight.  This  mode  of  providing  for 
the  succession  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  and  to  pre- 
vent inquiry  into  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed. An  attempt  has  been  actually  made  in  consequence 
of  this  power,  in  a  very  marked  manner,  to  confound  the 
whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  Company's  service.  Means 
are  furnished  thereby  for  perpetuating  the  powers  of  some 
given  court  of  directors.  They  may  forestall  the  patronage 
of  their  successors ;  on  whom  they  entail  a  line  of  supreme 
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coimsellors  and  governors-general.  And  if  the  exercise  of 
this  power  should  happen  in  its  outset  to  fall  into  bad  hands, 
the  ordinary  chances  for  mending  an  ill  choice  upon  death  or 
resignation  are  cut  off. 

In  these  provisional  arrangements  it  is  to  be  considered, 
that  the  appointment  is  not  in  consequence  of  any  marked 
event,  which  calls  strongly  on  the  attention  of  the  public, 
but  is  made  at  the  discretion  of  those,  who  lead  in  the  court 
of  directors ;  and  they  may  therefore  be  brought  forward 
at  times  the  most  favourable  to  the  views  of  partiality  and 
corruption.  Candidates  have  not  therefore-  the  notice,  that 
may  be  necessary  for  their  claims  ;  and  as  the  possession  of 
the  office,  to  which  the  survivors  are  to  succeed,  seems  re- 
mote, all  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  and  character  of  those 
who  are  to  fill  it,  will  naturally  be  dull  and  languid. 

Tour  committee  are  not  also  without  a  grounded  appre- 
hension of  the  ill  effect  on  any  existing  council-general  of 
aU  strong  marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  in 
the  subordinates  of  Bengal.  This  previous  designation  to 
a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  gre6,test  that  can  be  reposed 
in  subjects,)  when  made  out  of  any  regular  course  of  succes- 
sion, marks  that  degree  of  countenance  and  support  at  home, 
which  may  overshadow  the  existing  government.  That  govern- 
ment may  thereby  be  disturbed  by  factions,  and  led  to  corrupt 
and  dangerous  compliances.  At  best,  when  these  counsellors 
elect  are  engaged  in  no  fixed  employment,  and  have  no  law- 
ful intermediate  emolument,  the  natural  impatience  for  their 
situations  may  bring  on  a  traffic  for  resignations  between 
them  and  the  persons  in  possession,  very  unfavourable  to  the 
interests  of  the  public,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  situations. 

Since  the  act,  two  persons  have  been  nominated  to  the 
ministers  of  the  crown  by  the  court  of  directors  for  this 
succession.  Neither  has  yet  been  approved.  But  by  the 
description  of  the  persons  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
principles,  on  which  this  power  is  likely  to  be  exercised. 

Your  committee  find,  that  in  consequence  of  stuart  and 
the  above-mentioned  act  the  honourable  Charles  po/n^JI*gnt*to 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Sulivan  were  appointed  to  sue-  succeed  to 
ceed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council,  ^^^^"es. 
Mr.  Stuart's  first  appointment  in  the  Company's  service  was 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one.     He 
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returned  to  England  in  1775,  and  was  permitted  to  so  back 
to  India  in  1780.  In  August,  1781,  he  was  nominated  bjr  the 
court  of  directors  (Mr.  Sulivan  and  Sir  William  James 
were  chairman  and  deputy  chairman)  to  succeed  to  the  first 
vacancy  in  the  supreme  council,  and  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
tember  following  his  Majesty's  approval  of  such  nomination 
was  requested. 
„   ^,   _,,  In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  consi- 

Mr.  Stuart's         t        . .  i»  i      •       j^i  •  j^ 

situation  at  the  deration  01  rank  m  the  service  was  not  neg- 
poTntraenJ!  *^'  ^^^ted ;  but  if  the  court  of  directors  had  thought 
fit  to  examine  their  records,  they  would  have 
found  matter  at  least  stronglv  urging  them  to  a  suspension 
of  this  appointment,  until  the  charges  against  Mr.  Stuart 
should  be  lully  cleared  up.  That  matter  remained  (as  it  still 
remains)  unexplained  from  the  month  of  May,  1776,  where,  on 
the  Bengal  revenue  consultations  of  the  12th  of  that  month, 
peculations  to  a  large  amount  are  charged  upon  oath  against 
Mr.  Stuart  under  the *^ following  title;  "  The  Particukirs  of 
the  Money  unjustly  taken  by  Mr,  Stuart,  during  the  time  he 
was  at  Burdwan.^^  The  sum  charged  against  him  in  this 
account  is  2,17,684  sicca  rupees  (that  is,  25,253  pounds  ster- 
ling) :  besides  which  there  is  another  account  with  the  fol- 
lowing title  ;  "  The  Particulars  of  the  Money  unjustly  taken 
by  Cally-persaud  Bose,  Banyafi  to  the  Honourable  Charles 
Stuart,  Esquire,  at  Burdwan,  and  amounting  to  sicca  rupees 
1,01,675,"  (that  is,  £11,785,) — a  large  sum  to  be.  received 
by  a  person  in  that  subordinate  situation. 

The  minuteness  with  which  these  accounts  appear  to  have 
been  kept,  and  the  precision  with  which  the  date  of  each 
particular,  sometimes  of  very  small  sums,  is  stated,  give 
them  the  appearance  of  authenticity,  as  far  as  it  can  be  con- 
veyed on  the  face  or  in  the  construction  of  such  accounts ; 
and  if  they  were  forgeries,  laid  them  open  to  an  easy  de- 
tection. But  no  detection  is  easy,  when  no  inquiry  is  made. 
It  appears  an  offence  of  the  highest  order  in  the  directors 
concerned  in  this  business,  when,  not  satisfied  with  leaving 
such  charges  so  long  unexamined,  they  should  venture  to 
present  to  the  king's  servants  the  object  of  them  for  the 
highest  trust  which  they  have  to  bestow.  If  Mr.  Stuart 
was  really  guilty,  the  possession  of  this  post  must  furnish 
him  not  only  with  the  means  of  renewing  the  former  evil 
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practices  charged  upon  him,  and  of  executing  them  upon  a 
still  hurger  scale,  hut  of  oppressing  these  unhappy  persons, 
who,  under  the  supposed  protection  of  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
pany, had  appeared  to  give  evidence  concerning  his  former 
misdemeanours. 

This  attempt  in  the  directors  was  the  more  surprising, 
when  it  is  considered,  that  two  committees  of  this  House 
were  at  that  very  time  sitting  iipon  an  inquiry,  that  related 
directly  to  their  conduct,  and  that  of  their  servants  in 
India. 

It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  defiance  of  parlia-  |^,  suiivan's 
ment,  that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  Mr.  situation  at  the 
Sulivan,  son  to  the  then  chairman  of  the  court  p^ntmem.*^ 
of  directors,  to  the  succession  to  the  same  high 
tarust  in  India.      On  these  appointments,  your  committee 
thought  it  proper  to  make  those  inquiries,  which  the  court 
of  directors  thought  proper  to  omit.     They  first  conceived  it 
fitting  to  inquire  what  rank  Mr.  Sulivan  hore  in  the  service  ; 
and  they  thought  it  not  unnecessary  here  to  state  the  grada- 
tions in  the  service,  according  to  the  established  usage  of  the 
Company. 

The  Company's  civil  servants  generally  go  to  India  as 
writers;  in  which  capacity  they  serve  the  Company  Jive 
years.  The  next  step,  in  point  of  rank,  is  to  be  di,  factor,  and 
next  to  that  a  junior  merchant;  in  each  of  which  capacities 
they  serve  the  Company  three  years.  They  then  rise  to  the 
rank  of  senior  merchant,  in  which  situation  they  remain  till 
called  by  rotation  to  the  board  of  trade.  Until  the  passing 
of  the  regulation  act  in  1773,  seniority  entitled  them  to  suc- 
ceed to  the  council,  and  finally  gave  them  pretensions  to  the 
government  of  the  presidency. 

The  above  gradation  of  the  service,  your  committee  con- 
ceive, ought  never  to  be  superseded  by  the  court  of  directors, 
without  evident  reason,  in  persons  or  circumstances,  to  jus- 
tify the  breach  of  an  ancient  order.  The  names,  whether 
taken  from  civil  or  commercial  gradation,  are  of  no  moment. 
The  order  itself  is  wisely  established,  and  tends  to  provide  a 
natural  guard  against  partiality,  precipitancy,  and  corruption 
in  patronage.  It  affords  means  and  opportunities  for  an  ex- 
amination into  character ;  and  among  the  servants  it  secures 
a  strong  motive  to  preserve  a  fair  reputation.    Tour  com- 
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mittce  find,  that  no  respect  whatsoever  was  paid  to  this 
gradation  in  the  instance  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  nor  is  there  any 
reason  assigned  for  departing  from  it.  They  do  not  find, 
that  Mr,  Sulivan  had  ever  served  the  Company  in  any  one 
of  the  above  capacities,  but  was,  in  the  year  1777,  abruptly 
brought  into  the  service,  and  sent  to  Madras  to  succeed  as 
Persian  translator  and  secretary  to  the  council. 

Your  committee  have  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to 
George  Wombwell  and  William  Devaynes,  Esquires,  chair- 
man and  deputy  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  statins;, 
that  he  trusted  his  applications  would  have  a  place  in  their 
deliberations  when  Madras  affairs  were  taken  up. — Of  what 
nature  those  applications  were,  your  committee  cannot  dis- 
cover, as  no  traces  of  them  appear  on  the  Compaiw's  re- 
cords ;  nor  whether  any  proofs  of  his  ability,  even  as  rersian 
translator,  exist,  which  might  entitle  him  to  a  preference  to 
the  many  servants  in  India,  whose  study  and  opportunities 
afforded  them  the  means  of  becoming  perfect  masters  of  that 
language. 

On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  proceeded;  and  on  their  recom- 
mendation the  court  of  directors  unanimously  approved  of 
Mr.  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  posts  of  secre- 
tary and  Persian  translator. 

Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr.  Sulivan  suc- 
ceeded to  those  posts ;  and  the  president  and  council  ac- 
quainted the  court  of  directors,  that  they  had  been  obeyed. 
About  five  months  after  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  thought 
fit  to  resign  the  office  of  Persian  translator,  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed  by  the  directors.  In  April,  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan 
is  commended  for  his  great  diligence  as  secretary ;  in  August 
following  he  obtains  leave  to  accompany  Mrs.  Sulivan  to 
Bengal,  whence  she  is  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of 
her  health ;  and  he  is  charged  with  a  commission  from  the 
president  and  council  of  Port  Saint  George  to  obtain  for 
that  settlement  supplies  of  grain,  troops,  and  money,  from 
the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal.  In  Octooer  the 
governor-general  requests  permission  of  the  council  there  to 
employ  Mr.  Sulivan  as  his  assistant,  for  that  he  had  experi- 
enced [between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  time]  the 
abilities  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  and  made  choice  of  him  as  completely 
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guaUfied  for  that  trust :  al^o  requests  the  board  to  appoint 
him  judge  advocate-general ;  and  likewise  to  apply  to  the 
pr^idency  of  Madras,  for  him  to  remain  in  Bengal  without 
prejudice  to  his  rank  on  their  establishment :  which  several 
requests  the  board  at  Madras  readily  complied  with,  notwith- 
stuiding  their  natural  sensibility  to  the  loss  of  a  secretary 
of  such  ability  and  diligence  as  tney  had  described  Mr.  Suli- 
van  to  be. 

On  the  5th  of  December  following,  the  president  and  coun- 
cil received  a  letter  from  Bengal,  requesting,  that  Mr.  Suli- 
van  might  be  allowed  to  keep  his  rank.  This  request  brought 
on  some  discussion.  A  Mr.  Freeman,  it  seems,  who  had 
acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as  sub-secretary,  whilst  his  principal 
obtained  so  much  praise  for  his  diligence,  addressed  the 
board  on  the  same  day,  and  observed,  "  that  since  Mr.  Suli- 
van's  arrival,  he  [Mr.  Freeman]  had,  without  intermission, 
done  almost  the  whole  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  of 
secretary,  which  it  was  notorious  Mr,  Sulivan  had  paid  but 
litUe  attention  to ;  and  neither  his  inclination  nor  duty  led 
him  to  act  any  longer  as  Mr.  Sulivan's  deputy." 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remarking  the  direct 
contradiction,  which  this  address  of  Mr.  Freeman's  gives  to 
the  letter  from  the  president  and  council  to  the  court  of 
directors  in  April,  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is  praised  for 
his  "  diligence  and  attention  in  his  oflBce  of  secretary.'* 

The  president  an^  council  do  not  show  any  displeasure  at 
Mr.  Freeman's  representation,  (so  contrary  to  their  own,) 
the  truth  of  which  they  thus  tacitly  admit,  but  agree  to 
write  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  "  that  it  could  not 
be  supposed,  that  they  could  carry  on  the  public  business  for 
any  length  of  time  without  the  services  of  a  secretary,  and 
clerk  of  appeals,  two  offices  that  required  personal  attendance, 
and  which  would  be  a  general  injury  to  the  servants  on  their 
establishment,  and  in  particular  to  the  person  who  acted  in 
those  capacities,  as  they  learnt,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  been 
appointed  judge  advocate-general  in  Bengal ;  and  to  request 
the  governor-general  and  council  to  inform  Mr.  Sulivan  of 
their  sentiments,  and  desire  him  to  inform  them,  whether  he 
meant  to  return  to  his  station,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal." 

On  the  6th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their  approbation  of 
Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  so  plainly  contradicted  their  opinion 
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of  Mr.  Sulivan,  the  president  and  council  as;ree  to  appoint 
him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of  appeals,  tul  Mr.  Sulivan's 
answer  should  arrive,  with  the  emoluments^  and  to  confirm 
him  therein,  if  Mr.  Sulivan  should  remain  in  Bengal. 

On  the  14th  February,  1781,  the  president  and  council  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Bengal  in  reply,  and  stating  their  re- 
quest, that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  reserve  the  right  of  returning 
to  his  original  situation  on  the  Madras  establishment,  if  the 
court  of  directors  should  disapprove  of  his  being  transferred 
to  Bengal.  To  this  request  the  board  at  Madras  declare  they 
have  no  objection ;  and  here  the  matter  rests ;  the  court  of 
directors  not  having  given  any  tokens  of  approbation  or  dis- 
approbation of  the  transaction. 

Such  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Sulivan' s  service  from  the  time 
of  his  appointment ;  such  were  the  qualifications,  and  such 
the  proofs  of  assiduity  and  diligence  given  by  him  in  holding 
so  many  incompatible  offices,  (as  well  as  being  engaged  in 
other  dealings,  which  will  appear  in  their  place,)  when,  after 
three  years  desultory  residence  in  India,  he  was  thought 
worthy  to  be  nominated  to  the  succession  to  the  supreme 
council.  No  proof  whatsoever  of  distinguished  capacity  in 
any  line  preceded  his  original  appointment  to  the  service ; 
so  that  the  whole  of  his  fitness  for  the  supreme  council 
rested  upon  his  conduct  and  character  since  his  appointment 
as  Persian  translator. 

Your  committee  find,  that  his  Majesty  has  not  yet  given 
his  approbation  to  the  nomination,  made  by  the  court  of 
directors  on  the  30th  of  August,  1781,  of  Messrs.  Stuart  and 
Sulivan  to  succeed  to  the  supreme  council  on  the  first  va- 
cancies, though  the  court  applied  for  the  royal  approbation 
so  long  ago  as  the  19th  of  September,  1781 ;  and  in  these 
instances  the  king's  ministers  performed  their  duty,  in  with- 
holding their  countenance  from  a  proceeding  so  exception- 
able, and  of  so-  dangerous  an  example. 

Your  committee,  from  a  full  view  of  the  situation  and 
duties  of  the  court  of  directors,  are  of  opinion,  that  efiectual 
means  ought  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  court  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  either  rivalship  with,  or  subserviency 
to,  their  servants.  It  might  therefore  be  proper  for  the 
House  to  consider,  whether  it  is  fit,  that  those  who  are,  or 
have  been  within  some  given  time,  directors  of  the  Company, 
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should  be  capable  of  an  appointment  to  any  offices  in  India. 
Directors  c^  never  property  goyem  those,  for  whose  em- 
ployments  they  are  or  may  be  themselves  candidates ;  they 
can  neither  protect  nor  coerce  them  with  due  impartiality, 
or  due  authority. 

K  such  rules  as  are  stated  by  your  committee  under  this 
head  were  observed  in  the  regular  service  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  necessity  of  superseding  the  regular  service  by 
strangers  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  the  servants 
were  so  superseded,  those,  who  put  forward  other  candidates, 
would  be  obliged  to  produce  a  strong  plea  of  merit  and  abil- 
ity, which  in  the  judgment  of  manfind  ought  to  overpower 
pretensions  so  authentically  established,  and  so  rigorously 
guarded  £rom  abuse. 

The  second  object  in  this  part  of  the  plan  of 
the  act  of  1773,  namely,  that  of  inspection  by  the  powers^mi- 
ministers  of  the  crown,  appears  not  to  have  been  J'^^gnt^**^ 

Provided  for,  so  as  to  draw  the  timely  and  pro- 
active attention  of  the  state  on  the  grievances  of  the  people 
of  India,  and  on  the  abuses  of  its  government.  By  the  re- 
gulating act,  the  ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  one  part 
of  the  coiarespondence,  that  which  was  received  in  England ; 
but  not  that  which  went  outward.  They  might  know  some- 
thing, but  that  very  imperfectly,  and  unsystematically,  of 
the  state  of  affairs ;  but  they  were  neither  authorized  to  ad- 
vance nor  to  retard  any  measure  taken  by  the  directors  in 
consequence  of  that  state :  they  were  not  provided  even  with 
sufficient  means  of  knowing  what  any  of  these  measures  were. 
And  this  imperfect  information,  together  with  the  want  of  a 
direct  call  to  any  specific  duty,  might  have  in  some  degree 
occasioned  that  remissness,  which  rendered  even  the  imper- 
fect powers  originally  given  by  the  act  of  1773  the  less  effi- 
cient. This  defect  was  in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a 
subsequent  act :  but  that  act  was  not  passed  iintil  the  year 
1780. 

Your  committee  find,  that  during  the  whole  Disorders  in- 
period  which   elapsed  from  1773  to  the  com-  creased  since 
mencement  of  1782,  disorders   and  abuses  of 
every  kind  multiplied.     Wars  contrary  to  policy,  and  con- 
trary to  public  faith,  were  carrying  on  in  various  parts  of 
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Vide  secret       India.     The  allies,  dependents,  and  subjects 
committee  re-    the  Company  were  everywhere  oppressed;  di 
^^^^'  sensions  in  the  supreme  council  prevailed,  ai 

Vide  select  Continued  for  the  greater  part  of  tnat  time ;  tl 
committee  re-  contcsts  between  the  civil  and  judicial  powe 
ports,  1781.  threatened  that  issue,  to  which  they  came  at  las 
an  armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  king's  court 
justice ;  the  orders,  which  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  ser 
ants  were  bound  to  obey,  were  avowedly,  and  on  principl 
contemned ;  until  at  length  the  fatal  effects  of  accumulate 
misdemeanours  abroad,  and  neglects  at  home,  broke  out  : 
the  alarming  manner,  which  your  committee  have  so  ful 
reported  to  this  House. 

In  all  this  time  the  true  state  of  the  sever 
in^n^ianot  presidencies,  and  the  real  conduct  of  the  Britii 
known  to  par-  government  towards  the  natives,  was  not  at  s 
known  to  parliament :  it  seems  to  have  been  vei 
imperfectly  known  even  to  ministers.  Indeed,  it  required  i 
unbroken  attention,  and  much  comparison  of  facts  and  re 
sonings,  to  form  a  true  judgment  on  that  difficult  and  cor 
plicated  system  of  politics,  revenue,  and  commerce,  whil 
affairs  were  only  in  their  progress  to  that  state,  which  pr 
duced  the  present  inquiries.  Therefore,  whilst  the  causes  ^ 
their  ruin  were  in  the  height  of  their  operation,  both  tl 
Company  and  the  natives  were  understood  by  the  public  i 
in  circumstances  the  most  assured,  and  most  flourishin 
Insomuch  that,  whenever  the  affairs  of  India  were  brougl 
before  parliament,  as  they  were  two  or  three  times  durir 
that  period,  the  only  subject-matter  of  discussion,  anywii 
important,  was  concerning  the  sums,  which  might  be  take 
out  of  the  Company's  surplus  profits  for  the  advantage  < 
the  state.  Little  was  thought  of  but  the  disengagement  < 
the  Company  from  their  debts  in  England^  and  to  prevent  tl 
servants  abroad  from  drawing  upon  them,  so  as  that  boc 
might  be  enabled,  without  exciting  clamours  here,  to  affoi 
the  contribution  that  was  demanded.  All  descriptions  < 
persons,  either  here  or  in  India,  looking  solely  to  appea 
ances  at  home,  the  reputation  of  the  directors  depended  c 
the  keeping  the  Company's  sales  in  a  situation  to  suppo: 
the  dividend ;  that  of  the  ministers  depended  on  the  mo 
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lacrative  bargains  for  the  exchequer ;  and  that  of  the  ser- 
vaats  abroad  od  the  largest  investments;  until  at  length 
there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  unless  some  very 
substantial  reform  takes  place  in  the  management  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  nothing  will  be  left  for  investment,  for 
dividend,  or  for  bargain ;  and  India,  instead  of  a  resource  to 
the  public,  may  itself  come,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  to  be 
reckoned  amongst  the  public  burthens. 

In  this  manner  the  inspection  of  the  ministers 
of  the  crown,  the  great  cementing  regulation  of  JSin^gJere^hM 
the  whole  act  of  1773,  has,  along  with  all  the  failed  in  eflrect. 
others,  entirely  failed  in  its  effects. 

Your  committee,  in  observing  on  the  failure 
of  this  act,  do  not  consider  the  intrinsic  defects  ^*^^J^t.°  ^^^ 
or  mistakes  in  the  law  itself,  as  the  sole  cause 
of  its  miscarriage.  The  general  policy  of  the  nation  with 
regard  to  this  object  has  been,  they  conceive,  erroneous; 
and  no  remedy  by  laws  under  the  prevalence  of  that  policy 
can  be  effectual.  Before  any  remedial  law  can  have  its  just 
operation,  the  affairs  of  India  must  be  restored  to  their  na- 
tural order.  The  prosperity  of  the  natives  must  be  previ- 
ously secured,  before  any  profit  from  them  whatsoever  is  at- 
tempted. For  as  long  as  a  system  prevails,  which  regards 
the  transmission  of  great  wealth  to  this  country,  either  for 
the  Company  or  the  state,  as  its  principal  end,  so  long  will  it 
be  impossible,  that  those,  who  are  the  instruments  of  that 
scheme,  should  not  be  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their 
own  private  purposes.  It  will  be  worse :  they  will  support 
the  injuries  done  to  the  natives  for  their  selfish  ends  by  new 
injuries  done  in  favour  of  those,  before  whom  they  are  to 
account.  It  is  not  reasonably  to  be  expected,  that  a  public, 
rapacious  and  improvident,  should  be  served  by  any  of  its 
subordinates  with  disinterestedness  or  foresight. 

II.— CONNEXION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  INDIA. 

Is  order  to  open  more  fully  the  tendency  of  the  policy, 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  that  the  House  may  be  en- 
abled in  any  regulations,  which  may  be  made,  to  follow  the 
tracks  of  the  abuse,  and  to  apply  an  appropriated  remedy  to 
a  particular  distemper ;  your  committee  think  it  expedient  to 


30  EEPOET   OF   JL   COMMITTEE 

consider,  in  some  detail,  the  manner  in  which  India  is  con- 
nected with  this  kingdom :  which  is  the  second  head  of  their 
plan. 

The  two  great  links,  by  which  this  connexion  is  main- 
tained, are,  first,  the  East-India  Company's  commerce ;  and 
next,  the  government  set  over  the  natives  by  that  Company, 
and  by  the  crown.  The  first  of  these  principles  of  con- 
nexion, namely,  the  East-India  Company's  trade,  is  to  be  first 
considered,  not  only  as  it  operates  by  itself,  but  as  having  a 
powerful  influence  over  the  general  policy  and  the  particidar 
measures  of  the  Company's  government.  Your  committee 
apprehend,  that  the  present  state,  nature,  and  tendency  of 
this  trade,  are  not  generally  understood. 

Until  the  acquisition  of  great  territorial  reve- 
formerf?  ca"r^-^  ^^^^  ^J  ^^^  East-Iudia  Company,  the  trade  with 
ried  on  chiefly  India  was  Carried  on  upon  the  common,  princi- 
ples of  commerce,  namely,  by  sending  out  such 
commodities  as  found  a  demand  in  the  India  market,  and, 
where  that  demand  was  not  adequate  to  the  reciprocal  call 
of  the  European  market  for  Indian  goods,  by  a  large  annual 
exportation  of  treasure,  chiefly  in  silver.  In  some  years 
that  export  has  been  as  high  as  six  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  other  European  companies, 
trading  to  India,  traded  thither  on  the  same  footing.  Their 
export  of  bullion  was  probably  larger  in  proportion  to  the 
total  of  their  commerce ;  as  their  commerce  itself  bore  a 
much  larger  proportion  to  the  British  than  it  does  at  this 
time,  or  has  done  for  many  years  past.  But  stating  it  to  be 
equal  to  the  British,  the  whole  of  the  silver  sent  annually 
from  Europe  into  Hindostan  could  not  fall  very  short  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  This 
influx  of  money,  poured  into  India  by  an  emulation  of  all  the 
commercial  nations  of  Europe,  encouraged  industry,  and  pro- 
moted cultivation  in  a  high  degree,  notwithstanding  the  fre- 
quent wars  with  which  that  country  was  harassed,  and  the 
vices  which  existed  in  its  internal  government.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  export  of  so  much  silver  was  sometimes  a 
subject  of  grudging  and  uneasiness  in  Europe ;  and  a  com- 
merce, carried  on  through  such  a  medium,  to  many  appeared 
in  speculation  of  doubtful  advantage.  But  the  practical  de- 
mands of  commerce  bore  down  those  speculative  objections. 
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The  East-India  commodities  were  so  essential  for  animating 
all  other  branches  of  trade,  and  for  completing  the  commer- 
cial circle,  that  aU  nations  contended  for  it  with  the  greatest 
avidity.  The  English  Company  flourished  under  this  ex- 
portation for  a  very  long  series  of  years.  The  nation  was 
considerably  benefited  both  in  trade  and  in  revenue ;  and 
the  dividends  of  the  proprietors  were  often  high,  and  always 
sufficient  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  Company's  stock  in 
heart  and  vigour. 

But  at,  or  very  soon  after,  the  acquisition  of  ^^^  ^^^^ 
the  territorial  revenues  to  the  English  Com-  carried  on 
pany,  the  period  of  which  may  be  reckoned  as  ^^^^^' 
completed  about  the  year  1765,  a  very  great  revolution  took 
place  in  commerce  as  well  as  in  dominion ;  and  it  was  a  re- 
volution, which  affected  the  trade  of  Hindostan  vdth  all 
other  European  nations,  as  well  as  with  that  in  whose  favour 
and  by  whose  power  it  was  accomplished.  From  that  time 
bullion  was  no  longer  regularly  exported  by  the  Enghsh 
East-India  Company  to  Bengal,  or  any  part  of  Hindostan ; 
and  it  was  soon  exported  in  much  smafler  quantities  by  any 
other  nation.  A  new  way  of  supplying  the  market  of 
Europe,  by  means  of  the  British  power  and  influence,  was 
invented ;  a  species  of  trade,  (if  such  it  may  be  called,)  by 
which  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  India  should  not  be 
radically  and  irretrievably  ruined,  although  our  possessions 
there  were  to  be  ordered  and  governed  upon  principles 
diametrically  opposite  to  those,  which  now  prevail  in  the 
system  and  practice  of  the  British  Company's  administra- 
tion. 

A  certain  portion  of  tlie  revenues  of  Beneral  ,      _   , 

,         •,  /.  '^  .  j^   J      ■!_  Investments. 

has  been,  tor  many  years,  set  apart  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  purchase  of  goods  for  exportation  to  England, 
and  this  is  called  the  Investment.  The  greatness  of  this  In- 
vestment has  been  the  standard,  by  which  the  merit  of  the 
Company's  principal  servants  has  been  too  generally  esti- 
mated ;  and  this  main  cause  of  the  impoverishment  of  India 
has  been  generally  taken  as  a  measure  of  its  wealth  and 
prosperity.  Numerous  fleets  of  large  ships,  loaded  vdth  the 
most  valuable  commodities  of  the  East,  annually  arriving  in 
England,  in  a  constant  and  increasing  succession,  imposed 
upon  the  public  eye,  and  naturally  gave  rise  to  an  opinion 
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of  the  happy  condition  and  growing  opulence  of  a  country, 
whose  surplus  productions  occupied  so  vast  a  space  in  tie 
commercial  world.  This  export  from  India  seemed  to  imply 
also  a  reciprocal  supply,  by  which  the  trading  capital  em- 
ployed in  those  productions  was  continually  strengthened 
and  enlarged.  But  the  payment  of  a  tribute,  and  not  a 
beneficial  commerce  to  that  country,  wore  this  specious  and 
delusive  appearance. 

The  fame  of  a  great  territorial  revenue,  exag- 

^exvemet!  gcrated,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  beyond  even 
its  value,  and  the  abundant  fortunes  of  the  Com- 
pany's officers,  military  and  civil,  which  flowed  into  Europe 
with  a  full  tide,  raised  in  the  proprietors  of  East-India  stock  a 
premature  desire  of  partaking  with  their  servants  in  the  fruits 
of  that  splendid  adventure.  Government  also  thought  they 
could  not  be  too  early  in  their  claims  for  a  share  of  what 
they  considered  themselves  as  entitled  to  in  every  foreign 
acquisition  made  by  the  power  of  this  kingdom,  through 
whatever  hands,  or  by  whatever  means,  it  was  made.  These 
two  parties,  after  some  struggle,  came  to  an  agreement  to 
divide  between  them  the  profits,  which  their  speculation  pro- 
posed to  realize  in  England  from  the  territorial  revenue  in 
Bengal.  About  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  were  added 
to  the  annual  dividends  of  the  proprietors.  Four  hundred 
thousand  were  given  to  the  state ;  which,  added  to  the  old 
dividend,  brought  a  constant  charge  upon  the  mixt  interest 
of  Indian  trade  and  revenue  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year ;  this  was  to  be  provided  for  at  all  events. 

By  that  vast  demand  on  the  territorial  fund  the  correctives 
and  qualifications,  which  might  have  been  gradually  applied 
to  the  abuses  in  Indian  commerce  and  government,  were 
rendered  extremely  difficult. 

The  practice  of  an  investment  from  the  revenue 

•iTv^sun^ n?s  ^^g^^  ^^  *^^  7^^^  1776,  before  arrangements  were 
made  for  securing  and  appropriating  an  assured 
fund  for  that  purpose  in  the  treasury,  and  for  diff'using  it 
from  thence  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  country  in  a  just 
proportion,  and  in  the  proper  season.  There  was  indeed, 
for  a  short  time,  a  surplus  of  cash  in  the  treasury.  It  was 
in  some  shape  to  be  sent  home  to  its  owners.  To  send  it 
out  in  silver  was  subject  to  two  manifest  inconveniencies. — 
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Pirat,  The  country  would  be  exhausted  of  its  circulating 
medium.  A  scarcity  of  coin  was  already  felt  in  Bengal. 
Cossim  Ali  Khan,  (the  Nabob,  whom  the  Company's  ser- 
yants  had  lately  set  up,  and  newly  expelled,)  during  the 
short  period  of  his  power,  had  exhausted  the  country  by 
every  mode  of  extortion ;  in  his  flight  he  carried  off  an  im- 
mense treasure,  which  has  been  variously  computed,  but  by 
none  at  less  than  three  millions  sterling.  A  country  so  ex- 
hausted of  its  coin,  and  harassed  by  three  revolutions,  rapidly 
succeeding  each  other,  was  rather  an  object  that  stood  in 
need  of  every  kind  of  refreshment  and  recruit,  than  one 
which  could  subsist  under  new  evacuations.  The  next,  and 
equally  obvious,  inconvenience  was  to  the  Company  itself. 
To  send  silver  into  Europe  would  be  to  send  it  from  the  best 
to  the  worst  market.  When  arrived,  the  most  profitable  use 
which  could  be  made  of  it,  would  be  to  send  it  back  to  Ben- 
gal for  the  purchase  of  Indian  merchandise :  it  was  necessary, 
therefore,  to  turn  the  Company's  revenue  into  its  commerce. 
The  first  investment  was  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
and  care  was  taken  afterwards  to  enlarge  it.  In  the  years 
1767  and  1768,  it  arose  to  seven  hundred  thousand. 

This  new  system  of  trade,  carried  on  through 
the  medium  of  power  and  public  revenue,  very  ^°SfXra.*^* 
soon  produced  its  natural  effects.  The  loudest 
complaints  arose  among  the  natives,  and  among  all  the 
foreigners,  who  traded  to  Bengal.  It  must  unquestionably 
have  thrown  the  whole  niercantile  system  of  the  country  into 
the  greatest  confusion.  With  regard  to  the  natives,  no  ex- 
pedient was  proposed  for  their  relief.  The  case  was  serious 
with  respect  to  European  powers.  The  presidency  plainly 
represented  to  the  directors,  that  some  agreement  should  be 
made  with  foreign  nations  for  providing  their  investment 
to  a  certain  amount,  or  that  the  deficiencies  then  subsisting 
must  terminate  in  an  open  rupture  with  France.  The 
directors,  pressed  by  the  large  payments  in  England,  were 
not  free  to  abandon  their  system ;  and  all  possible  means  of 
diverting  the  manufactures  into  the  Company's  investment 
were  stiB  anxiously  sought  and  pursued,  until  the  difficulties 
of  the  foreign  companies  were  at  length  removed  by  the 
natural  flow  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Company's  servants  into 
Europe  in  the  manner  which  will  be  stated  hereafter. 

YOL.   IV.  D 
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But,  with  all  these  eDdeayours  of  the  prendencyy  the  ia- 
vestment  bux^  in  1M9,  and  thej  were  eren  obliged  tp  par 
for  a  part  of  the  goods  to  private  merchants  in  the  Oompanj^f 
boDds,  bearinff  interest.  It  was  plain,  that  this  ootme  of 
business  could  not  hold.  The  manufacturers  of  Benga!,  fiyf 
from  bein^  generally  in  a  condition  to  give  credit,  nave  at 
ways  reqmred  advances  to  be  made  to  them ;  so  have  the 
merchants  very  generally ;  at  least,  since  the  prevalence  of 
the  English  power  in  Lidia.  It  was  necessary  therefore, 
and  so  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  represented  the  matter,  to 
provide  before-hand  a  year's  advance.  This  required  great 
efforts ;  and  they  were  made.  Notwithstanding  the  &miiie 
in  1770,  which  wasted  Bengal  in  a  manner  dreadful  beyond 
all  example,  the  investment,  by  a  variety  of  successive  ex- 
pedients, many  of  them  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  and 
tendency,  was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  even  in  that  forced  and 
unnatural  state  it  gathered  strength  almost  every  year.  The 
debts  contracted  in  the  infancy  of  the  system  were  gradually 
reduced ;  and  the  advances  to  contractors  and  manu£EUstuien 
were  regularly  made;  so  that  the  goods  from.  Bengal, 
purchased  from  the  territorial  revenues,  from  the  sale  of 
European  goods,  and  from  the  produce  of  the  monopolies, 
for  the  four  years,  which  ended  with  1780,  (when  the  invest- 
ment from  the  surplus  revenues  finally  closed,)  were  never 
less  than  a  millio?^  sterling,  and  comLnly  n^rer  twdye 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  This  million  is  the  lowest  value 
of  the  goods  sent  to  Europe,  for  which  no  satis&ction  ib 
made.^ 

Remittances  About  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
toThina"and  ^  *^^^  remitted  from  Bengal,  on  the  Company's 
the  presiden-  account,  to  China ;  and  the  whole  of  the  product 
*''®**  of  that  money  flows  into  the  direct  trade  from 

China  to  Europe.  Besides  this,  Bengal  sends  a  regular  sup* 
ply,  in  time  ot  peace,  to  those  presidencies,  which  are  un- 
equal to  their  own  establishment.  To  Bombay  the  remit- 
tance in  money,  bills,  or  goods,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a 
return,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  a 
year  at  a  medium. 

^  The  sale,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  an- 
nually, of  the  export  from  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  deducted  from  this 
million. 
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The  goods,  which  are  exported  from  Europe  jj^portsfrom 
to  India,  consist  chiefly  of  militaiy  and  naval  England  to 
stores,  of  clothing  for  troops,  and  of  other  ohjects  ^°^^' 
for  the  consumption  of  the  Europeans  residing  there  ;  and, 
excepting   some  lead,  copper  utensils,  and  sheet  copper, 
woollen  cloth,  and  other  commodities  of  little  comparative 
value,  no  sort  of  merchandise  is  sent  from  England,  that  is 
in  demand  for  the  wants  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabit- 
ants. 

When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  intercourse 
(for  it  is  not  commerce)  which  is  carried  on  be-  ^iS^^entf 
tween  Bengal  and  England,  the  pernicious  eflects 
of  the  system  of  investment  from  Eevenue  will  appear  in 
the  strongest  point  of  view.     In  that  view,  the  "vniole  ex- 
ported produce  of  the  country  (so  far  as  the  Company  is 
eoncemed)  is  not  exchanged  in  the  course  of  barter  ;  but  is 
taken  away  without  any  return  or  payment  whatsoever.    In 
a  commercial  light,  therefore,  England  becomes   annually 
bankrupt  to  Bengal  to  the  amount  nearly  of  its  own  deal- 
ing ;  or  rather  the  country  has  suffered,  what  is  tantamount  to 
an  annual  plunder  of  its  manufactures  and  its  produce,  to  the 
value  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies  ap- 
pear at  first  sight  to  bring  their  contribution  of  ^^'^paniesT 
trade  to  the  supply  of  this   continual  drain. 
Those  are  the  companies   of  France,  Holland,  and  Den- 
mark.    But  when  the  object  is  considered  more 
nearly,  instead  of  relief,  these  companies,  who  S??heurTradl' 
from  their  want  of  authority  in   the  country 
might  seem  to  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commercial, 
will  be  found  to  add  their  full  proportion  to  the  calamity 
brought  upon  Bengal  by  the  destructive  system  of  the  rul- 
ing power :  because  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  all  these 
companies,  and  perhaps  the  whole  capital  of  some  of  them,  is 
furnished,  exactly  as  the  British  is,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  country.     The  civil  and  military  servants  of  the  English 
East-India  Company  being  restricted  in  drawing  bills  upon 
Europe,  and  none  of  them  ever  making  or  proposing  an 
establishment  in  India,  a  very  great  part  of  their  fortunes, 
well  or  ill  gotten,  is  in  all  probability  thrown,  as  fast  as  re- 
quired, into  the  cash  of  these  companies. 

o  2 
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In  all  other  countries  the  revenue,  following  the  natural 
course  and  order  of  things,  arises  out  of  their  commerce. 
Here,  by  a  mischievous  inversion  of  that  order,  the  whole 
foreign  maritime  trade,  whether  English,  French,  Dutch,  or 
Danish,  arises  from  the  revenues  ;  and  these  are  carried  out 
of  the  country,  without  producing  anything  to  compensate 
so  heavy  a  loss. 

Forei  n  com-  Your  committco  havo  not  been  able  to  discover 
panics  invest-  the  entire  value  of  the  investment  made  by  fo- 
™®"**  reign  companies.    But  as  the  investment  which 

the  English  East-India  Company  derived  from  its  revenues, 
and  even  from  its  public  credit,  is  for  the  year  1783  to  be 
wholly  stopped,  it  has  been  proposed  to  private  persons  to 
make  a  subscription  for  an  investment  on  their  own  account. 
This  investment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  £800,000. 
Another  loan  has  been  also  made  for  an  investment  on  the 
Company's  account  to  China  of  £200,000.  This  makes  a 
million ;  and  there  is  no  question  that  much  more  could  be 
readily  had  for  bills  upon  Europe.  Now,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  whole  of  the  money  remitted  is  the  property 
of  British  subjects,  (none  else  having  any  interest  in  remit- 
ting to  Europe,)  it  is  not  unfair  to  suppose,  that  a  very  great 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  what  may  find  its  way  into  this 
new  channel,  is  not  newly  created ;  but  only  diverted  from 
those  channels  in  which  it  formerly  ran,  that  is,  the  cash  of 
the  foreign  trading  companies. 

Besides  the  investment  made  in  goods  by  fo- 
senuo  China.  "^^^S^  Companies  from  the  funds  of  British  sub- 
jects, these  subjects  have  been  for  some  time  in 
the  practice  of  sending  very  great  sums  in  gold  and  silver 
directly  to  China  on  their  own  account.  In  a  memorial  pre- 
sented to  the  governor-general  and  council,  in  March,  1782, 
it  appears,  that  the  principal  money  lent  by  British  subjects 
to  one  company  of  merchants  in  China  then  amounted  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  about  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  not  the  smallest  particle  of 
silver  sent  to  China  ever  returns  to  India.  It  is  not  easy  to 
determine  in  what  proportions  this  enormous  sum  of  money 
has  been  sent  from  Madras,  or  from  Bengal,  but  it  equally 
exhausts  a  country  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  whether  it 
comes  from  the  one  or  from  the  other. 
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But  tbat  tbe  greatness  of  all  these  drains,  and 
their  effects,  may  be  rendered  more  visible,  your  5j,Ve°Jhe  in- 
committee  have  turned  their  consideration  to  the  ▼estment,  how 
employment  of  those  parts  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  *^^  **  * 
which  are  not  employed  in  the  Company's  own  investments 
for  China  and  for  Europe.    What  is  taken  over  and  above 
the  investment  (when  an  investment  can  be  made)  from  the 
gross  revenue,  either  for  the  charge  of  collection,  or  for  civil 
and  military  establishments,  is  in  time  of  peace  two  millions 
at  the  least.     From  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which  goes  to 
the  support  of  civil  government,  the  natives  are  almost 
wholly  excluded,  as  they  are  from  the  principal  collections 
of  revenue.     With  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  only  em- 
ployed as  servants  and  agents  to  Europeans,  or  in  the  inferior 
departments  of  collection,  when  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
proceed  a  step  without  their  assistance.      For  some  time 
after  the  acquisition  of  the  territorial  revenue,  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year  ^^no^^nce  t 
was  paid,  according  to  the  stipulation  of  a  treaty.  Nabob  of  Ben. 
to  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  for  the  support  of  his  ^^' 
government.      This  sum,  however  inconsiderable  compared 
to  the  revenues  of  the  province,  yet,  distributed  through  the 
various  departments  of  civil  administration,  served  in  some 
degree  to  preserve  the  natives  of  the  better  sort,  particularly 
those  of  the  Mahomedan  profession,   from  being  utterly 
ruined.      The  people  of  that  persuasion  not  being  so  gener- 
ally engaged  in  trade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest  of 
Bengal  divested  the  ancient  Gentoo  proprietors  of  their  lands 
of  inheritance,  had  for  their  chief,  if  not  their  sole,  support 
the  share  of  a  moderate  conqueror  in  all  offices  civil  and  mili- 
tary.    But  your  committee  find,  that  this  arrangement  was 
of  a  short  duration.     Without  the  least  regard  to  the  sub- 
sistence of  this  innocent  people,  or  to  the  faith  of  the  agree- 
ment on  which  they  were  brought  under  the  British  govern- 
ment, this  sum  was  reduced  by  a  new  treaty  to 
£320,000 ;    and  soon  after,  (upon  a  pretence  of 
the  present  Nabob's  minority,  and  a  temporary  sequestra- 
tion for  the  discharge  of  his  debts,)  to  £160,000 :  but  when 
he  arrived  at  his  majority,  and  when  the  debts  were  paid,  the 
sequestration  still  continued.    And,  so  far  as  the  late  ad- 
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vices  may  be  underatood,  the  allowance  to  the  Nabob "  ap- 
pears still  to  stand  at  the  reduced  sum  of  £160,000. 
N  f  ffice  ^^®  other  resource  of  the  Mahomedans,  and  of 
the  Gentoos  of  certain  of  the  higher  casts,  waa 
the  army.  In  this  army,  nine-tenths  of  which  consist  of 
natives,  no  native,  of  whatever  description,  holds  any  rank 
higher  than  that  of  a  suhadar  commandant,  that  is,  of  an 
officer  below  the  rank  of  an  English  subaltern,  who  is  ap- 
pointed to  each  company  of  the  native  soldiery. 
All  lucrative  Your  Committee  here  would  be  understood  to 
empioymentB     stato  the  Ordinary  establishment,  for  the  war  may 

the*E^iigir8h!°^  ^*^®  ™^^®  8^°^®  alteration :  all  the  honourable, 
all  the  lucrative,  situations  of  the  army,  all  the 
supplies  and  contracts,  of  whatever  species,  that  belong  to 
it,  are  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  English ;  so  that  whatever 
is  beyond  the  mere  subsistence  of  a  common  soldier,  and 
some  officers  of  a  lower  rank,  together  with  the  immediate 
expenses  of  the  English  officers  at  their  table,  is  sooner  or 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Bengal  even  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  before  the  whole  weight  of  the  public  charge  fell 
upon  that  unhappy  country  for  the  support  of  other  parts  of 
India,  which  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  con- 
tribute little  or  nothing  to  their  own  protection. 

Your  committee  have  given  this  short  compa- 
^°oTtradrr  rative  account  of  the  effects  of  the  maritime  traf- 
fic of  Bengal  when  in  its  natural  state,  and  as 
it  has  stood  since  the  prevalence  of  the  system  of  an  invest- 
ment from  the  revenues.  But  before  the  formation  of  that 
system,  Bengal  did  by  no  means  depend  for  its  resources  on 
its  maritime  commerce.  The  inland  trade,  from  whence  it  de- 
rived a  very  great  supply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  many  kinds 
of  merchantable  goods,  was  very  considerable. — The  higher 
provinces  of  the  Mogul  empire  were  then  populous  and 
opulent,  and  intercourse  to  an  immense  amount  was  carried 
on  between  them  and  Bengal.  A  great  trade  also  passed 
through  these  provinces  from  all  the  countries  on  the  frontier 
of  Persia,  and  the  frontier  provinces  of  Tartary%  as  well  as 
from  Surat  and  Baroach  on  the  western  side  of  India.  These 
parts  opened  to  Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  with  the  B/ed  Sea,  and  through  them  with  the 
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wbole  Turkish  and  the  maritime  parts  of  the  Persian  empire, 
besides  the  commercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained  with 
those  and  many  other  countries  through  its  own  seaports. 

During  that  period  the  remittances  to  the  Mc^ul's  trea- 
sury from  Bengfd  were  never  very  large,  at  least  for  any  con- 
siderable time ;  nor  very  regularly  sent ;  and  the  impositions 
of  the  state  were  soon  repaid  with  interest  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  lucrative  commerce.  But  the  disorders  of  Persia, 
since  the  death  of  Kouli  KhsLn,  have  wholly  destroyed  the 
trade  of  that  country ;  and  the  trade  to  Turkey, 
l^  Judda  and  Bussorah,  which  was  the  greatest,  ""^tStS^.* 
and  perhaps  the  best  branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  is 
very  much  diminished.  The  fall  of  the  throne  of  the  Mogul 
emperors  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the  great  marts  of  Agra 
ana  Delhi.  The  utmost  confusion  of  the  north-western 
proyinces  followed  this  revolution,  which  was  not  absolutely 
complete  until  it  received  the  last  hand  from  Great  Britain. 
StiU  greater  calamities  have  fallen  uppn  the  fine  provinces  of 
Bohilcund  and  Oude,  and  on  the  countries  of  Corah  and  Al- 
lahabad. By  the  operations  of  the  British  arms  and  influ- 
ence, they  are  in  many  places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or.  so 
reduced  and  decayed  as  to  afford  very  few  materials  or 
means  of  commerce. 

Such  is  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  of 
Bengal  since  the  estabhshment  of  the  British  tolteciSuc. 
power  there.  The  commerce  ,of  the  Camatic,  as 
mr  as  the  inquiries  of  your  committee  have  extended,  did  not 
appear  with  a  better  aspect,  even  before  the  invasion  of 
Hyder  Ali  Kh^,  and  the  consequent  desolation,  which  for 
many  years  to  come  must  exclude  it  from  any  considerable 
part  of  the  trading  system. 

It  appears  on  the  exammation  of  an  intelligent  person 
concerned  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at  Madras  for  several 
years,  that  on  his  arrival  there,  which  was  in  the  year  1767, 
that  city  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  one  of  the  first 
marts  in  India ;  but  when  he  left  it  in  1779  there  was  little 
or  no  trade  remaining,  and  but  one  ship  belonging  to  the 
whole  place.  The  evidence  of  this  gentleman  purports,  that 
at  his  nrst  acquaintance  with  the  Camatic,  it  was  a  well-cul- 
tivated and  populous  country,  and  as  such  consumed  many 
articles  of  merchandise ;  that  at  his  departure  he  left  it  much 
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circumscribed  in  trade,  greatly  in  the  decline  as  to  population 
and  culture,  and  with  a  correspondent  decaj  of  the  terri- 
torial revenue. 

Your  committee  find,  that  there  has  also  been  &om  Ma- 
dras an  investment  on  the  Company* s  account,  taking  one 
year  with  another,  very  nearlv  on  the  same  principles,  and 
with  the  same  effects,  as  that  n*om  Bengal ;  and  they  think  it 
is  highly  probable,  that,  besides  the  large  sums  remitted  di- 
rectly from  Madras  to  China,  there  has  hkewise  been  a  great 
deal  on  a  private  account,  for  that  and  other  countries,  in- 
vested in  tne  cash  of  foreign  and  European  powers  trading 
on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  But  your  committee  have  not 
extended  their  inquiries  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the 
countries  dependent  on  Madras  so  fer  as  they  have  done  with 
regard  to  Bengal.  They  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the 
condition  is  rather  worse ;  but  if  the  House  requires  a  more 
minute  examination  of  this  important  subject,  your  com- 
mittee is  willing  to  enter  into  it  without  delay. 

III.—EFFECT  OF  THE  REVENUE  INVESTMENT  ON  THE 

COMPANY. 

HiTHEETO,  your  committee  has  considered  this  system  of 
revenue  investment,  substituted  in  the  place  of  a  commercial 
link  between  India  and  Europe,  so  far  as  it  affects  India 
only  :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  as  it  affects  the  Company. 
So  long  as  that  corporation  contiuued  to  receive  a  vast 
quantity  of  merchantable  goods  without  any  disbursement 
for  the  purchase,  so  long  it  possessed  wherewithal  to  con- 
tinue a  dividend  to  pay  debts,  and  to  contribute  to  the  state. 
But  it  must  have  been  always  evident  to  considerate  per- 
sons, that  this  vast  extraction  of  wealth  from  a  country, 
lessening  in  its  resources  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
its  burthens,  was  not  calculated  for  a  very  long  duration. 
For  a  while  the  Company's  servants  kept  up  this  investment, 
not  by  improving  commerce,  manufactures,  or  agriculture, 
but  by  forcibly  raising  the  land-rents  on  the  principles  and 
in  the  manner  hereafter  to  be  described.  W  hen  these  ex- 
tortions disappointed,  or  threatened  to  disappoint,  expect- 
ation, in  order  to  purvey  for  the  avarice  which  raged  in 
England,  they  sought  for  expedients  in  breaches  of  all  the 


as  THE  APrAIEB  OP  imjiA.  41 

agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  any  payment  to 
the  country  powers,  and  in  exciting  disturbances  among  all 
the  neighbouring  princes.  Stimulating  their  ambition,  and 
fomentmg  their  mutual  animosities,  they  sold  to  them  reci- 
procally their^common  servitude  and  ruin. 

The  governor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  council,  tell 
the  directors,  "  that  the  supply  for  the  investment  has  arisen 
from  casual  and  extraorcUnart/  resources,  which  they  could 
not  expect  always  to  command.''  In  an  earlier  minute  he 
expresses  himself  still  more  distinctly ;  he  says,  "  If  the  in- 
ternal resources  of  a  state  fail  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  its  oc- 
casional wants,  whence  can  it  obtain  immediate  relief  but 
from  external  means?"  Indeed,  the  investment  has  not 
been  for  any  long  time  the  natural  product  of  the  revenue  of 
Bengal :  when  by  the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  return  of 
an  evil  political  and  military  traffic,  and  by  a  prodigal  in- 
crease of  establishments,  and  a  profuse  conduct  in  distribut- 
ing agencies  and  contracts,  they  found  themselves  under 
dimcidties,  instead  of  being  cured  of  their  immoral  and  im- 
politic delusion,  they  plunged  deeper  into  it,  and  were  drawn 
from  expedient  to  expedient  for  the  supply  of  the  investment 
into  that  endless  chain  of  wars,  which  this  House,  by  its  re- 
solutions, has  so  justly  condemned.  At  home  these  measures 
were  sometimes  countenanced,  sometimes  winked  at,  some- 
times censured,  but  always  with  an  acceptance!  of  whatever 
profit  they  afforded. 

At  length  the  funds  for  the  investment,  and  for  these  wars 
together,  could  no  longer  be  supplied.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
provision  for  the  investment  from  the  revenues,  and  from 
the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.  It  was  estimated  at  a 
milKon  four  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  of  this  it  ap- 
pears, that  a  great  deal  was  realized.  But  this  was  the  high 
flood-tide  of  the  investment ;  for  in  that  year  they  announce 
its  probable  decline ;  and  that  such  extensive  supplies  could 
not  be  continued.  The  advances  to  the  board  ot  trade  be- 
came less  punctual,  and  many  disputes  arose  about  the  time 
of  making  them.  However,  knowing  that  all  their  credit  at 
home  depended  on  the  investment,  or  upon  an  opinion  of  its 
magnitude,  whilst  they  repeat  their  warning  of  a  probable 
deficiency,  and  that  their  "finances  bore  an  unfavourable 
aspect,"  in  the  year  1779  they  rate  the  investment  still 


42  SBNttS  OV  ▲  OOMMimil' 

higher.  Bat  their  paymenti  becomixig  len  and  len  ngoln^- 
and  the  war  ctrrying  away  all  the  supplieai  at  hngtii  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  December,  i780|  denoimoed  aentence  of  qp* 
preaching  diflsolution  to  this  ayitem,  and  tella  tbB  diiectoa» 
that  ''He  bore  too  high  a  reapeot  for  their  dbanuftentolnal 
them  with  the  management  of  a  preparatory  and  gradual  Iop 
troduction  to  an  nnj^eaainff  report.  That  it  is  i&  ontrtwli 
stantial  information  he  ahaQ  have  to  eonfey  in  thaifc  liBtlnv'* 
In  confidence  therefore  of  their  fortitade^  1m  tella  theawilk 
out  ceremony,  ^  That  there  will  be  a  neoeaaityr  of  making  • 
large  reduction,  or  possibly  a  Mai  tiupennm^tiiSamtbamik 
ment ; — ^that  they  had  abeady  been  rodnoed  to  booowiiaar 
£700,000.  This  resource  (says  he)  cannot  last;  ii  nnil 
cease  at  a  certain  period,  and  that  perha^  not  &r  dkim&L^* 

He  was  not  mistaken  in  his  prognostic.  Loans  now  ba- 
coming  the  regukr  resource  for  letrieying  the  inyesttasnl^ 
whose  ruin  was  inevitable,  the  coimdl  enabled  the  board  of 
trade,  in  April,  1781,  to  grant  certificates  for  goyerpmaat; 
bonds  at  8  per  cent,  interest  for  about  £650,000.  GOba  m* 
vestment  was  fijced  at  £900,000. 

But  now  another  alarming  system  appeared.  These  new 
bonds  overloaded  the  market :  those,  which  had  been  £99- 
merly  issued,  were  at  a  discount ;  the  board  of  trade  was 
obliged  to  advance,  therefore,  a  fourth  more  than  usual  to' 
the  contractors.  This  seemed  to  satisfy  that  description  of 
dealers.  But  as  those,  who  bought  on  agency,  were*  limited 
to  no  terms  of  mutual  advantage ;  and  the  bonds  on  the 
new  issue  falling  from  3  to  8,  9,  and  10  per  cent,  dikh 
count,  the  agents  were  unable  to  furnish  at  the  usual  prices. 
Accordingly  a  discount  was  settled  on  such  terms  as  could 
be  made ;  the  lowest  discount,  and  that  at  two  places  onlvy 
was  at  4  per  cent. ;  which,  with  the  interest  on  the  bonclsy 
made  (besides  the  earlier  advance)  at  the  least  12  per  cent. 
additional  charge  upon  all  goods.  It  was  evident,  that  aa 
the  investment,  instead  of  being  supported  by  the  revenues, 
was  sunk  by  the  fall  of  their  credit,  so  the  net  revenues  were 
diminished  by  the  daily  accumulation  of  an  interest  accruing 
on  account  of  the  investment.  What  was  done  to  alleviato 
one  complaint  thus  aggravating  the  other,  and  at  length 
proving  pernicious  to  both,  this  trade  on  bonds  likemse 
came  to  its  period. 
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Your  committee  has  reason  to  tliink,  that  the  bonds  have 
since  that  time  sunk  to  a  discount  much  greater  even  than 
what  is  now  stated.  The  board  of  trade  justly  detiomraates 
their  resource  for  that  year,  "  the  sinking  credit  of  a  paper 
corrency,  labouring,  from  the  uncommon  scarcity  of  species, 
under  disadvantages  scarcely  surmountable."  Erom  this 
they  yalue  themselves  "  on  having  effected  an  ostensible  pro- 
vision, at  least  for  that  investment."  For  1783  nothing  ap- 
pears even  ostensible. 

By  this  failure  a  total  revolution  ensued  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary nature,  and  to  which  your  committee  wish  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House.  Eor  the  council- 
general,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  after  stating, 
that  they  were  disappointed  in  their  expectations,  (how 
grounded  it  does  not  appear,)  "  thought,  that  they  should  be 
able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade" — they  tell  the 
court  of  directors,  "  that  they  had  adopted  a  new  method  of 
keeping  up  the  investment  by  private  subscribers  for  eighty 
lacks  of  rupees,  which  will  find  cargoes  for  their  ships  on  the 
usual  terms  of  privilege  at  the  risk  of  the  individuals ;  and  is 
to  be  repaid  to  them  according  to  the  produce  of  the  sales  in 
England,'^  And  they  teU  the  directors,  that  "  a  copy  of  the 
plan  makes  a  number  in  their  separate  despatches  over  land." 

It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  revolution  to  the  House, 
to  avoid  remarking  with  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hastings  and  his 
council  have  adhered  to  the  mode  of  transmitting  their  ac- 
counts, which  your  committee  found  it  necessary  to  mark 
and  censure  in  their  first  report.  Its  pernicious  tendency  is 
there  fiilly  set  forth.  They  were  peculiarly  called  on  for  a 
most  accurate  state  of  their  affairs,  in  order  to  explain  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  such  a  scheme,  as  well  as  for 
a  full  and  correct  account  of  the  scheme  itself.  But  they 
send  only  the  above  short  minute  by  one  despatch  over  land, 
whilst  the  copy  of  the  plan  itself,  on  which  the  directors 
must  form  their  judgment,  is  sent  separately  in  another 
despatch  over  land,  which  has  never  arrived.  A  third  despatch, 
which  also  contained  the  plan,  was  sent  by  a  sea  conveyance, 
and  arrived  late.  The  directors  have,  for  very  obvious  rea- 
sons, ordered  by  a  strict  injunction,  that  they  should  send 
duplicates  of  all  their  despatches  by  evert/  ship.  The  spirit 
of  this  rule,  perhaps,  ought  to  extend  to  every  mode  of  con- 
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veyance.  In  tbiB  case,  bo  far  from  iendin  idn  Ikati^tiMy 
do  not  send  even  one  perfect  aoooont.  xnej  aiiiioiiiios  % 
plan  by  one  oonyejranoe,  and  ther  send  it.  bj  anoifter  «oiih 
yeyance,  with  other  delays  and  other  risks. 

At  len^h,  at  nearly  four  months  distanoe^  iiie  plm  %lna 
been  received;  and  appears  to  be  substantially- Aat  nUeh 
had  been  announced,  out  deyeloping  in  the  paztumlaniUMiij 
new  circumstances  of  the  ^[real^est  impoitanoe.  By  thk  jln 
it  appears,  that  the  subscnption,  even  in  idea  or  pfetenea^  ii 
not  for  the  use  of  the  Company;  but  that  the  snbaoribjpn 
are  united  into  a  jsort  of  society  for  the  remitting  tiie^  jirt- 
vote  fortune :  the  goods  indeed  are  said  to  be  iskfivps^  «iJit 
Company^t  aoeounif  and  they  are  directed  to  be  sold  on  Hm 
same  account,  and  at  the  usual  periods  of  sale ;  but,  after  tti 
payment  of  duties,  and  such  other  allowances  as  they  ahoiaa 
to  make,  in  the  11th  article  they  provide  **  that  Ihe  iMmiMMm 
of  the  salei  shall  revert  to  the  suaterlbere,  and  be  deolazcfd  to 
be  their  froferty^  and  divided  in  proportion  to  l4etr  respect" 
ive  shares.'*  G^ie  compensatiqn,  wnich  they  allow  in  this 
plan  to  their  masters  lor  their  brokerage,  is,  that  if  (after 
deducting  all  the  charges,  which  thev  impose)  "the  amount' 
of  the  safes  should  be  found  to  exceed  two  shillings  and  two* 
pence  for  the  current  rupee  of  the  invoice  account,  it  shall 
be  taken  by  the  Company."  For  the  management  of  this 
concern  in  Bengal  they  choose  commissioners  by  theb  own 
authority.  By  the  same  authority  they  form  them  into  a 
body ;  they  put  them  under  rules  and  regulations ;  and  they 
empower  them  also  to  make  regulations  of  their  own.  Thef 
remit,  by  the  like  authority,  the  duties,  tq  which  all  private 
trade  is  subject ;  and  they  charge  the  whole  concern  witii 
7  per  cent  to  be  paid  from  the  net  produce  of  the  sales  in 
England,  as  a  recompence  to  the  commissioners;  for  this 
the  commissioners  contract  to  bear  all  the  charges  on  the 
goods  to  the  time  of  shipping. 

The  servants  having  formed  this  plan  of  trade,  and  a  new 
commission  for  the  conduct  of  it,  on  their  private  account,— 
it  is  a  matter  of  consideration  to  know  who  the  commission- 
ers are.  They  turn  out  to  be  the  three  senior  servants  of 
the  Company  s  board  of  trade,  who  choose  to  take  upon  them 
to  be  the  factors  of  others  for  large  emoluments,  whilst  they 
receive  salaries  of  two  thousand  pounds,  and  fifteen  hundred 
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pounds,  a  year  from  the  Company.  As  the  Company  have 
no  oilier  fund  than  the  new  investment,  from  whence  they 
are  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  their  servants'  property,  this 
commission  and  those  sakries  being  to  take  place  of  their 
brokerage,  they  in  effect  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
aible,  for  them  to  derive  advantage  from  their  new  occupation. 

As  to  the  benefit  of  this  plan :  besides  preventing  tne  loss 
which  must  happen  from  the  Company^s  ships  returning 
empty  to  Europe,  and  the  stopping  of  all  trade  between 
India  and  England,  the  authors  otit  state,  that  it  will  "open 
a  new  channel  of  remittance,  and  abolish  the  practice,  by 
precluding  the  necessity,  of  remitting  private  fortunes  by 
foreign  bottoms;  and  that  it  may  lead  to  some  permanent 
mode  for  remittance  of  private  fortunes,  and  of  combining  it 
with  the  regular  provision  of  the  Company's  investment. 
That  it  will  yield  some  profit  to  the  Company  without  risk ; 
and  the  national  gain  will  be  the  same  as  upon  the  regular 
trade." 

As  to  the  combination  of  this  mode  of  remittance  with  the 
Company's  investment,  nothing  can  be  affijnned  concerning 
it  until  some  satisfisictory  assurance  can  be  held  out,  that 
such  an  investment  can  ever  be  realized.  Mr.  Hastings  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  council  have  not  afforded  any  ground 
for  such  an  expectation.  That  the  Indian  trade  may  become 
a  permanent  vehicle  of  the  private  fortunes  of  the  Company's 
servants  is  very  probable;  that  is,  as  permanent  as  the 
means  of  acquirmg  fortunes  in 'India;  but  that  some  profit 
win  accrue  to  the  Company  is  absolutely  impossible.  Goie 
Company  are  to  bear  all  the  charge  outwards,  and  a  very 
ffreat  part  of  that  homewards ;  and  their  only  compensation 
18  the  surplus  commission  on  the  sale  of  other  people's  goods. 
The  nation  will  undoubtedly  avoid  great  loss  and  detriment, 
which  would  be  the  inevitable  conseauence  of  the  total  cessa- 
tion of  the  trade  with  Bengal,  and  tne  ships  returning  with- 
out cargoes.  But  if  this  temporary  expedient  should  bo 
improyed  into  a  system,  no  occasional  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived firom  it  would  be  sufficient  to  balance  the  mischiefs  of 
fiTiHingr  a  great  parliamentary  corporation  turned  into  a  ve- 
hicle for  remitting  to  England  the  private  fortunes  of  those, 
for  whose  benefit  the  territorial  possessions  in  India  are,  in 
eiect  and  substance,  under  this  project  to  be  solely  held. 
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turned,  and  all  its  relatioDS  inyerted.  EEom  benig  m  bodr 
concerned  in  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  empUffiog 
their  serranta  as  ^a^stom,  the  serFanta  havo  at  one  alnb 
taken  the  whole  trade  into  their  own  hands,  on 
capital  of  £800,000,  at  their  own  risk ;  and  the  Oompaay 
become  i^enta  and  &ctorB  to  them,  to  eell  by  romniwifin 
their  goods  for  their  profit. 

To  enable  your  oomndttee  to  form  some  judgment  vpoai 
the  profit,  wmch  may  accrue  to  the  Company  mffpoL  ito 
relation  and  employment,  they  directed,  that  an 
should  be  made  of  the  probable  proceeds  of .  an  ii 
conducted  on  the  principles  of  that  intended  to  be  loaliaii 
for  1783.    By  this  estimate,^  which  is  subjoined,  it 


*  ESTIMATE  of  the  Me  Amount,  and  net  Pxooeede  la  Bd«M,  of 
the  Cargoes  to  be  sent  from  Bengal,  agreeable  to  the  plaa  noetnA 
by  Letter  dated  the  8th  April,  1782. 

This  calculation  supposes  the  80  lack  inrestments  will  be  .equal  to  tfas 

tonnage  of  five  ships. 


b  2.  To  Custom  .  .  £320,000 
<=3.  -  Freight  .  .  200,000 
«*  4.    -    5  per  cent,  duty  \  ct  nnn 

on  £1,300,000  /  ^»^^ 
•  5.    -    2d*-  warehouse )  nc  nnn 

roomd-  .  .  .  /  ^*^ 
7  d*  -  commission 

on 


-  commission  \  aohmi. 
£604,500      /  ^^''^r 


£653,315 
'6.    -    Balance    .    '.    .  562,185 


*  1.  By  sale  amount  of)        £ 
piece  goods  and.}  1,300,000 
raw  silk   .    • 


allowed  > 
yers       ) 


Discount 

cent    allowed }      84^800 
the  buyers 


£1,215,500  £1,215,500 


•  1.  The  sale  amount  is  computed  on  an  average  of  the  sales  of  the  two 
last  years'  imports. 

^  2.  The  custom  is  computed  on  an  average  of  what  was  paid  on  piece 
goods  and  raw  silk  of  said  imports,  adding  additional,  imposts. 

^  3.  The  ships  going  out  of  this  season  (1782)  by  whieh  the  above  in- 
vestment is  expected  to  be  sent  home,  are  taken  up  at  £47  5<.  per  too, 
for  the  homeward  cargo;  this  charge  amounts  to  £35,815  each  snip ;  the 
additional  wages  to  the  men,  which  the  Company  pay,  and  a  veiy  small 
charge  for  demurrage,  will  increase  the  freight,  &c.  to  £40,000  per  ahi^ 
agreeable  to  above  estimate. 

<i  4.  The  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is  charged  by  the  Company  on  the  gross 
sale  amount  of  all  private  trade  licensed  to  be  brought  from  India;  the- 
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to  your  committee,  that  so  far  from  any  surplus  profit  &om 
this  transaction,  the  Bengal  adventurers  themselves,  instead 
of  realizing  25.  2d,  the  rupee,  (the  standard  they  fix  for  their 
payment,)  vnll  not  receive  the  Is.  9d.  which  is  its  utmost 
value  in  silver  at  the  mint;  nor  probably  above  Is.  5d, 
With  this  certain  loss  before  their  eyes,  it  is  impossible  that 
they  can  ever  complete  their  subscription,  unless,  by  man- 
agement among  themselves,  they  should  be  able  to  procure 
the  goods  for  their  ovni  account,  upon  other  terms  than 
those  on  which  they  purchased  them  for  their  masters,  or 
miless  they  have  for  the  supply  of  the  Company,  on  their 
hands,  a  quantity  of  goods,  which  they  cannot  otherwise  dis- 
pose of.  This  latter  case  is  not  very  improbable  from  their 
proposing  to  send  ten-sixteenths  of  the  whole  investment  in 
silk :  which,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  Company  has  pro- 
hibited to  be  sent  on  their  account,  as  a  disadvantageous 
article.  Nothing,  but  the  servants  being  overloaded,  can 
rationally  account  for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  proportion 
of  so  dubious  a  commodity. 

On  the  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  committee  of  the 
general  court  in  1782,  their  affairs  were  even  then  reduced 
to  a  low  ebb.  But  under  the  arrangement  announced  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  it  does  not  appear,  after 
this  period  of  the  servants'  investment,  from  what  fund  the 
proprietors  are  to  make  any  dividend  at  all.  The  objects 
of  the  sale,  from  whence  the  dividend  is  to  arise,  are  not 
their  goods :  they  stand  accountable  to  others  for  the  whole 
probable  produce.  The  state  of  the  Company's  commerce 
will  therefore  become  an  object  of  serious  consideration ;  an 
affair,  as  your  committee  apprehends,  of  as  much  difficulty  as 
ever  tried  the  faculties  of  this  House.  For  on  the  one  hand 
it  is  plain,  that  the  system  of  providing  the  Company's  im- 
port into  Europe,  resting  almost  wholly  on  an  mvestment 
from  its  territorial  revenues,  has  failed :  during  its  continu- 

amount  of  this  duty  is  the  only  benefit  the  Company  are  likely  to  receive 
from  the  subscription  investment. 

«  5.  This  charge  is  likewise  made  on  private  trade  goods,  and  is  little 
(if  anything)  more  than  the  real  expense  the  Company  are  at  on  account 
of  the  same ;  therefore  no  benefit  will  probably  arise  to  the  Company 
firom  it  on  the  sale  of  the  said  investment. 

'  6.  This  is  the  sum,  which  will  probably  be  realized  in  England,  and  is 
onJy  equal  to  is.  bd,  per  rupee,  on  the  80  lacks  subscribed. 
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an'»*  it  was  supported  on  principles  fetal  to  the  prosperity  of 
that  f-uuntry.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  nominal  commerce 
of  i}!«.*  Company  is  suffered  to  be  carried  on  for  the  account 
of  t}i«-  servants  abroad,  by  investing  the  emoluments  made 
in  tlicir  stations,  these  emoluments  are  therefore  inclusively 
aiitlnjrizcd,  and  with  them  the  practices  fi^om  which  they  ao- 
crw\  All  parliamentary  attempts  to  reform  this  system  will 
})«•  (Miitradictory  to  its  institution.  If,  for  instance,  five 
liiiii.inMl  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessaiy  for 
this  kind  of  investment,  any  regulation,  which  may  prevent 
the  :i<(]uisition  of  that  sum,  operates  against  the  investment, 
Avhirh  is  the  end  proposed  by  the  plan. 

On  tliis  new  scheme,  (which  is  neither  calculated  for  a 
fiitui'o  security,  nor  for  a  present  relief  to  the  Company,)  it 
is  not  visible  in  what  manner  the  settlements  in  India  can 
be  at  all  upheld.  The  gentlemen  in  employments  abroad 
call  lor  the  whole  produce  of  the  year's  investment  irom 
i^cni^'al ;  but  for  the  payment  of  the  counter-investment  from 
Europe,  which  is  for  the  far  greater  part  sent  out  for  the  sup- 
j)ort  of  their  power,  no  provision  at  all  is  made :  they  have 
not,  it  seems,  agreed  that  it  should  be  charged  to  their  ac- 
count, or  that  any  deduction  should  be  made  for  it  from  the 
])roduce  of  their  sales  in  Leadenhall  Street.  How  fer  such  a 
Hclu'me  is  preferable  to  the  total  suspension  of  trade,  your 
coinniittee  cannot  positively  determme.  In  all  likelinood 
(extraordinary  expedients  were  necessary;  but  the  causes, 
which  induced  this  necessity,  ought  to  be  more  fully  inquired 
into  ;  for  the  last  step  in  a  series  of  conduct  may  be  justifi- 
al)l(5  upon  principles  that  suppose  great  blame  in  those  which 
preceded  it. 

After  your  committee  had  made  the  foregoing  observationB 
upon  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors,  an  extract  of  the  Madras 
consultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  before  us.  This  ex- 
tract contains  a  letter  from  the  governor-general  and  council 
of  i^engal  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  which 
filVords  a  very  striking,  though  to  your  committee  by  no 
means  an  unexpected,  picture  of  the  instability  of  their 
opinions  and  conduct.  On  the  8th  of  April  the  servants  had 
rc^ndarly  formed  and  digested  the  above-mentioned  plan, 
whicli  was  to  form  the  basis  for  the  investment  of  their  own 
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forfcnnes,  and  to  furnish  the  sole  means  of  the  commercial 
existence  of  their  masters.  Before  the  10th  of  the  following 
May,  which  is  the  date  of  their  letter  to  Madras,  they  in- 
form Lord  Macartney,  that  they  had  fundamentally  altered 
the  whole  scheme.  "  Instead  (say  they)  of  allowing  the 
subscribers  to  retain  an  interest  in  the  goods,  they  are  to 
be  provided  entirely  on  account  of  the  Company,  and  trans- 
ported at  their  risk  ;  and  the  subscribers,  instead  of  receiving 
certificates  payable  out  of  the  produce  of  the  sales  in  Europe, 
are  to  be  granted  receipts  on  the  payment  of  their  advances, 
bearing  an  interest  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  until  exchanged 
for  draughts  on  the  court  of  directors,  payable  365  days  after 
sight,  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  per  current  rupee ;  which 
draughts  shall  be  granted  in  the  proper  time  of  3-8ths  of  the 
amount  subscribed  on  the  31st  of  December  next ;  and  the 
remaining  6-8ths  on  the  3l8t  of  December,  1783." 

The  plan  of  April  divests  the  Company  of  all  property  in 
Bengal  goods  transported  to  Europe ;  but  in  recompence  they 
are  freed  from  all  the  risk  and  expense ;  they  are  not  loaded 
with  interest ;  and  they  are  not  embarrassed  with  bills.  The 
plan  of  May  reinstates  them  in  their  old  relation ;  but  in  re- 
turn their  revenues  in  Bengal  are  charged  with  an  interest 
of  8  per  cent,  on  the  sum  subscribed,  until  bills  shall  be 
drawn.  They  are  made  proprietors  of  cargoes,  purchased 
under  the  disadvantage  of  that  interest  at  their  own  hazard. 
They  are  subjected  to  all  losses ;  and  they  are  itivolved  in 
Europe  for  payments  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  eighty  lacks 
of  rupees,  at  two  shillings  the  rupee,  that  is,*  in  bills  for  eight 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterliug.  It  is  probably  on  ac- 
count of  the  previous  interest  of  8  per  cent,  that  the  value  of 
the  rupee  on  this  scheme  is  reduced.  Mr.  Hastings  and  his 
colleagues  announce  to  Lord  Macartney  no  other  than  the 
foregoing  alteration  in  their  plan. 

It  is  discouraging  to  attempt  any  sort  of  observation  on 
plans  thus  shifting  their  principle,  whilst  their  merits  are 
under  examination.  The  judgment  formed  on  the  scheme  of 
April  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  project  of  May.  Your 
committee  has  not  suppressed  any  part  of  the  reflections, 
which  occurred  to  them,  on  the  former  of  these  plans ;  first, 
because  the  Company  knows  of  no  other  by  any  regular 
transmissions ;  secondly,  because  it  is  by  no  means  certain, 

VOL.    IV.  B 
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that  before  the  expiration  of  firne  the  goTemoi^gomnlJKMl 
council  mi^  not  revert  to  the  plan  of  April.  Thejr  ipgric  of 
that  plan  aa  Ukebr  to  be  (or  Boake  a  part  of  one  that  i^udl 
he)  pernummi.  iSxaj  reaaona  aie  allej^  bj  ita  w^tibotPciii 
its  ravour,  grounded  on  the  state  of  their  affiura ;  noaetAaife- 
ever  are  asaigned  for  the  alteraiaon.  It  ia  indeed  menyj 
certain,  that  persons,  who  had  monej  to  vemt^  mnvl  livm 
made  the  siune  calculation  which  haa  been  made  bf  .fhe 
directions  of  jour  conunittee,  and  the  result  must  haira  been 
equally  clear  to  them ;  which  is,  that  instead  of  zealiidiig.  two 
8hillii4;s  and  twopence  the  rupee  on  their  aub8eriptiioqi|.,aa 
they  proposed,  thej  could  nerei*  hope  to  see  mora  uum.nii 
shilling  and  ninepence.  This  caloul^on  probably  ahook.  A6 
main  pillar  of  the  project  of  ApriL  But  on  the  othar  band, 
as  the  subscribers  to  the  second  scheme  can  have  no  oevtaJB:/ 
assurance,  that  the  Company  will  accept  trills  so  fiv  gaeaed 
ing  their  allowance  in  this  fMtrticular,  tne  neoesaitT  of  rannt- 
ting  their  fortunes  may  beat  them  back  to  their  old-groand. 
The  Danish  Company  was  the  only  means  of  remitting 
which  remained.  Attempts  have  been  made  with  auooaaa  to 
revive  a  Portuguese  ,traae  for  that  purpose.  It  ia  by  no 
means  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  will 
adhere  to  either  of  the  foregoing  plans ;  or  indeed,  whether 
any  investment  at  all  to  that  amount  can  be  realized;  be^ 
cause  nothing  but  the  convenience  of  remitting  the  gains  of 
British  subjects  to  London  can  support  anv  of  these  projects. 
The  situation  of  the  Company  under  this  perpetual  vari* 
ation  in  the  system  of  their  investment  is  truly  perplexing. 
The  maimer,  in  which  they  arrive  at  any  knowle^e  of  it,  is 
no  less  so.  The  letter  to  Lord  Maciurtney,  by  which  the 
variation  is  discovered,  was  not  intended  for  transmission  .to 
the  directors.  It  waa  merely  for  the  information  of  those 
who  were  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  subscription  at  Madras. 
When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  this  information  to  those  auh- 
scribers,  he  might  well  enough  have  presumed  an  event  to 
happen,  which  did  happen,  that  is,  that  a  vessel  might  be 
despatched  from  Madras  to  Europe ;  and  indeed  by  that,  and 
by  every  devisable  means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have  apprised 
the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  in  the  plan  of 
the  investment,  but  to  have  entered  fully  into  the  grounds 
and  reasons  of  his  making  it. 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  ships,  which 
brought  to  England  the  plan  of  the  8th  of  April,  did  not 
sail  from  Bengal  until  the  1st  of  May.  If  the  change  had 
been  in  contemplation  for  anytime  before  the  13th  of  April, 
two  days  would  have  sufficed  to  send  an  account  of  it,  and  it 
might  have  arrived  along  with  the  plan,  which  it  affected.  If 
therefore  such  a  change  was  in  agitation  before  the  sailing  of 
tbe  ships,  and  yet  was  concealed  when  it  might  have  been 
communicated,  the  concealment  is  censurable.  It  is  not  im- 
probable, that  some  change  of  the  kind  was  made,  or  medi- 
tated, before  the  sailing  of  the  ships  for  Europe ;  for  it  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined,  that  reasons,  wholly  unlocked  for, 
should  appear  for  setting  aside  a  plan,  concerning  the  success 
of  which  the  council-general  seemed  so  very  confident ;  that 
a  new  one  should  be  proposed ;  that  its  merits  should  be  dis- 
cussed among  the  monied  men ;  that  it  should  be  adopted  in 
council,  and  officially  ready  for  transmission  to  Madras,  in 
twelve  or  thirteen  days.  In  this  perplexity  of  plan  and 
of  transmission,  the  court  of  directors  may  have  made  an 
arrangement  of  their  affairs  on  the  ground-work  of  the  first 
Bcheme,  which  was  officially  and  authentically  conveyed  to 
them.  The  fundamental  alteration  of  that  plan  in  India  might 
require  another  of  a  very  different  kind  in  England  ;  which 
the  arrangements  taken  in  consequence  of  the  first  might 
make  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  execute.  What  must 
add  to  the  confusion  is,  that  the  alteration  has  not  the  regu- 
lar and  official  authority  of  the  original  plan,  and  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  indicate  with  certainty  nothing  more  than  that  the 
business  is  amiin  afloat,  and  that  no  scheme  is  finally  deter- 
mined on.  Thus  the  Company  is  left  without  any  fixed  data, 
upon  which  they  can  make  a  rational  disposition  of  their  affairs. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  principles  and  economy  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade  have  been  so  completely  corrupted  by  turning 
it  into  a  vehicle  for  tribute,  that,  whenever  circumstances  re- 
quire it  to  be  replaced  again  upon  a  bottom  truly  commercial, 
hardly  anything  but  confusion  and  disasters  can  be  expected 
as  the  first  results.  Even  before  the  acquisition  of  the  terri- 
torial revenues,  the  system  of  the  Company's  commerce  was 
not  formed  upon  principles  the  most  favourable  to  its  pros- 
perity :  for  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  that  body  received 
encouragement  by  royal  and  parliamentary  charters,  was  in- 
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vested  with  seTeral  smj>le  privil^^es,  and  even  with  a  delm- 
tion  of  the  most  essential  preroffatiyes  of  the  crown ;  on&o 
other,  its  commeroe  was  watched  with  an  invidious  jealomivv 
as  a  species  of  dealing  dangerous  to  the  nationid  interests,  in 
that  hght,  with  r^ard  to  the  Company's  imports^  there  was 
a  total  prohihition  from  domestic  use  of  the  most  consider- 
able articles  of  theiir  trade ;  that  is,  of  all  silk  stufSb,  and 
stained  and'pamted  cottons.  The  British  market  was  in  a 
great  measure  interdicted  to  the  British  trader.  Whatevtv 
advantages  might  arise  to  the  general  trading  interests  of  the 
kingdom  bv  this  restraint,  its  East-India  interest  was  un- 
doubtedly mjured  by  it.  The  Companj^  is  also,  and  has  been 
from  a  very  early  period,  obliged  to  mmish  the  ordnance  wifb 
a  quantity  of  saltpetre  at  a  certain  pnce,  witiiout  any  veA»t- 
ence  to  the  standflurd  of  the  markets  either  of  purchase  or  of 
sale.  With  regard  to  their  export,  they  w^re  put  also  under 
difficulties  upon  very  mistaken  notions;  for  they  were  obliged 
to  export  annually  a  certain  proportion  of  ISritish  mann* 
factures,  eveu  though  they  should  find  for  them  in  India 
none  or  but  an  unprofitable  want.  This  compulsory  export 
might  operate,  and  in  some  instances  has  operalxd,  m  a 
manner  more  grievous  than  a  tax  to  the  amount  of  the  loss 
in  trade.  For  the  payment  of  a  tax  is  in  general  divided  in 
unequal  portions  between  the  vender  and  consumer,  the  hu^ 
est  part  falling  upon  the  latter.  In  the  case  before  us  the 
tax  may  be  as  a  aead  charge  on  the  trading  capital  of  the 
Company. 

The  spirit  of  all  these  regulations  naturally  tended  to 
weaken,  m  the  very  original  constitution  of  the  Company, 
the  main-spring  of  the  commercial  machine,  the  prine^ines  ^ 
profit  and  loss.  And  the  mischief  arising  from  an  inatten- 
tion to  those  principles  has  constantly  increased  with  the 
increase  of  its  power.  For  when  the  Company  had  acquired 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  in  India,  it  was  not  to  bo  expected, 
that  the  attention  to  profit  and  loss  would  have  increased. 
The  idea  of  remitting  tribute  in  goods  naturally  produced  an 
indifference  to  their  price  and  quality ;  the  goods  themselves 
appearing  little  else  than  a  sort  of  package  to  the  tribute. 
Merchandise  taken  as  tribute,  or  bought  in  lieu  of  it,  can 
never  long  be  of  a  kind,  or  of  a  price,  fitted  to  a  market, 
which  stands  solely  on  its  commercial  reputation.   •  The  in- 
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difference  of  the  mercantile  sovereign  to  his  trading  advan- 
tages naturally  relaxed  the  diligence  of  his  subordinate 
factor-magistrates  through  all  their  gradations  and  in  all 
their  functions  ;  it  gave  rise,  at  least  so  far  as  the  principal 
was  concerned,  to  much  neglect  of  price  and  of  goodness  in 
their  purchases.  If  ever  they  showed  any  extraordinary  de- 
grees of  accuracy  and  selection,  it  would  naturally  be  in 
favouLT  of  that  interest,  to  which  they  could  not  be  indiffer- 
ent. The  Company  might  suffer  above,  the  natives  might 
suffer  below ;  the  intermediate  party  must  profit  to  the  pre- 
judice of  both. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Company  is  now 
arrived  at  that  point,  when  the  investment  from  surplus 
revenue,  or  from  the  spoil  of  war,  ceasing,  it  is  become  much 
more  necessary  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a  commercial  basis. 
And  this  opinion  led  your  committee  to  a  detailed  review  of 
all  the  articles  of  the  Indian  traffic,  upon  which  the  profit 
and  loss  was  steady ;  and  we  have  chosen  a  period  of  four 
years,  during  the  continuance  of  the  revenue  investment, 
and  prior  to  any  borrowing,  or  any  extraordinary  drawing  of 
bills,  in  order  to  find  out  how  far  the  trade,  under  circum- 
stances when  it  will  be  necessajy  to  carry  it  on  by  borrow- 
ing, or  by  bills,  or  by  exportation  of  bullion,  can  be  sus- 
tained in  the  former  course,  so  as  to  secure  the  capital,  and 
to  afford  a  reasonable  dividend.  And  your  committee  find, 
that  in  the  first  four  years  the  investment  from  Bengal 
amounted  to  £4,176,525  ;  upon  £2,260,277,  there  was  a  gain 
of  £186,377 ;  and,  upon  £1,916,248,  a  loss  of  £705,566 :  so 
that  the  excess  of  loss  above  gain,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
foregoing  capital,  was  in  the  four  years  no  less  than 
£519,229. 

If  the  trade  were  confined  to  Bengal,  and  the  Company 
were  to  trade  on  those  terms  upon  a  capital  borrowed  at 
8  per  cent.  Indian  interest,  their  revenues  in  that  pro- 
vince would  be  soon  so  overpowered  with  debt,  that  those 
revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade,  would  be  totally 
destroyed  by  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Company  traded 
upon  bills  with  every  advantage,  far  from  being  in  a  condi- 
tion to  divide  the  smallest  per  centage,  their  bankruptcy 
here  would  be  inevitable. 

Your  committee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of  the  other  fac- 


54  -^  JKBSOBT  pV  A;  COMMirm 

tories  and  pretUencies,  and  thejr  ci  dyi     vi^tiutiM^v 

the  power  and  dominion  of  the  Company  was  jflM^Aebw^ 
fit  on  the  goods  was  creater.  The  mTestmenti  of  JWaitai^  ^ 
Bombay,  and  Bencoolen  have,  in  the  foregoing  &m:cjBUB, 
upon  a  capital  of  £1,151,176,  had  a  gain  upon  the  wmIa  of 
£329,622.  The  greatest  of  all  is  that  of  Benoooknv  wbUb, 
on  a  capital  of  £76,571,  produced  a  profit  of  £1O7«70O.  ISiii 
however  is  but  a  small  braneh  ef  ^e  Company's  trade.  l^M 
trade  to  China,  on  a  capital  of  £1,717,468,  prodnoed  aa.  es*' 
cess  of  gain,  amounting  to  £874,096,  which  is  aboiii»50  per 
cent.  But  such  was  the  evil  infiuence  of  the  Bengal: umatf 
ment,  that  not  only  the  profits  of  the  Chinese  trMe^.but  of 
all  the  lucrative  branches  taken  together,  were  so  smdcfloi 
ingulfed  in  it,  that  the  whole  profit  on  a  capital  of  £7jBMJtM^ 
reached  to  no  more  than  £68^489 ;  that  is,  to  £18C^a07lBas 
than  the  profit  on  the  Chii  le  alone:  less  fhaa.tlie 

total  profits  on  the  gainful  laken  together,  £520^721. 

It  IS  very  remarkable,  than  on  the  year  1778,  wImil  tbs 
Bengal  investment  stood  at  the  highest,  that  is,  so  high  as 
£1,223,316,  though  the  Chinese  tr^e  produced  an  aseesa  o^ 
gain  in  that  year  of  £209,243,  and  that  no  loss  of  moment 
could  be  added  to  that  of  Bengal,  (except  about  £45,000,  on 
the  Bombay  trade,)  the  whole  profit  of  a  capital  of  £2,040,787, 
amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  £9,480. 

The  circumstances  of  the  time  have  rendered  it  necessary 
to  call  up  a  vigorous  attention  to  this  state  of  the  trade  of 
the  Company  between  Europe  and  India. 

INTERNAL  TRADE  OF  BENGAL. 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  has  next  attracted  the  in- 
quiries of  your  committee. 

The  great  and  valuable  articles  of  the  Company's  invest- 
ment, drawn  from  the  articles  of  internal  trade,  are  raw  ralk, 
and  various  descriptions  of  piece-goods  made  of  silk  and  cot- 
ton. These  articles  are  not  under  any  formal  monopoly ;  nor 
does  the  Company  at  present  exercise  a  declared  rignt  of  pre- 
emption with  regard  to  them.  But  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  trade  in  these  particulars  is  or  can  be  perfectly  &ee ;  not 
so  much  on  account  of  any  direct  measures  taken  to  prevent 
it,  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  manner 


ON  THE   AFFAIBS   OF  INDIA.  55 

of  carrying  on  business  there.  For  the  present  trade,  even 
in  these  articles,  is  built  from  the  ruins  of  old  monopolies, 
and  pre-emptions,  and  necessanlj  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
its  materials. 

In  order  to  show  in  what  manner  manufactures  and  trade 
80  constituted  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  natives, 
your  committee  conceives  it  proper  to  take,  in  this  place,  a 
short  general  view  of  the  progress  of  the  English  policy  with 
relation  to  the  commerce  of  Bengal,  and  the  several  stages 
and  gradations,  by  which  it  has  been  brought  into  its  actual 
state.  The  modes  of  abuse,  and  the  means,  by  which  com- 
merce has  suffered,  will  be  considered  in  greater  detail  under 
the  distinct  heads  of  those  objects  which  have  chiefly  suffer- 
ed by  them. 

During  the  time  of  the  Mogul  government,  the  princes  of 
that  race,  who  omitted  nothing  for  the  encouragement  of 
commerce  in  their  dominions,  bestowed  very  large  privileges 
and  immunities  on  the  English  East-India  Company,  exempt- 
ing them  from  several  duties,  to  which  their  natural-bom  sub- 
jects w^re  liable.  The  Company's  dustuck,  or  passport, 
secured  to  them  this  exemption  at  all  the  custom-houses  and 
toll-bars  of  the  country.  The  Company  not  being  able,  or 
not  choosing,  to  make  use  of  their  privilege  to  the  fall  ex- 
tent to  which  it  might  be  carried,  indulged  their  servants 
with  a  qualified  use  of  their  passport,  under,  which,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Company,  they  carried  on  a  private  trade, 
either  by  themselves,  or  in  society  with  natives ;  and  thus 
found  a  compensation  for  the  scanty  allowances  made  to  them 
by  their  masters  ia  England.  As  the  country  government 
was  at  that  time  ia  the  fuLaess  of  its  strength,  and  that  this 
immunity  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  it  was  naturally 
kept  within  tolerable  limits. 

But  by  the  revolution  in  1757,  the  Company's  servants  ob- 
tained a  mighty  ascendant  over  the  native  princes  of  Bengal, 
who  owed  their  elevation  to  the  British  arms.  The  Company, 
which  was  new  to  that  kind  of  power,  and  not  yet  thoroughly 
apprized  of  its  real  character  and  situation,  considered  itself 
still  as  a  trader  ia  the  territories  of  a  foreign  potentate,  in  the 
prosperity  of  whose  country  it  had  neither  interest  nor  duty. 
The  servants,  with  the  same  ideas,  followed  their  fortune  in 
the  channels  in  which  it  had  hitherto  ran,  only  enlargiag  them 
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with  the  enlargement  of  their  power.  Por  their  first  ideas 
of  profit  were  not  official ;  nor  were  their  oppressions  those 
of  ordinary  despotism.  The  first  instruments  of  their  power 
were  formed  out  of  evasions  of  their  ancient  subjection.  The 
passport  of  the  Company  in  the  hands  of  its  servants  was  no 
longer  under  any  restraint ;  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  im- 
munity began  to  cover  all  the  merchandise  of  the  country. 
Cossim  Ali  KhAn,  the  second  of  the  Nabobs  whom  they  had 
set  up,  was  but  ill  disposed  to  the  instruments  of  his  great- 
ness. He  bore  the  yoke  of  this  imperious  commerce  with  the 
utmost  impatience :  he  saw  his  subjects  excluded  as  aliens 
from  their  own  trade,  and  the  revenues  of  the  prince  over- 
whelmed in  the  ruin  of  the  commerce  of  his  dominions. 
Pinding  his  reiterated  remonstrances  on  the  extent  and  abuse 
of  the  passport  ineffectual,  he  had  recourse  to  an  unexpected 
expedient,  which  was  to  declare  his  resolution  at  once  to  an- 
nul all  the  duties  on  trade,  setting  it  equally  free  to  subjects 
and  to  foreig'iiers. 

Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  oppressions  of  mo- 
nopoly more  forcible,  more  simple,  or  more  equitable :  no 
sort  of  plausible  objection  could  be  made ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  evading  it.  It  was  therefore  met  with  the  con- 
fidence of  avowed  and  determined  injustice.  The  presidency 
of  Calcutta  openly  denied  to  the  prince  the  power  of  protect- 
ing the  trade  of  his  subjects  by  the  remission  of  his  own  duties. 
It  was  evident,  that  his  authority  drew  to  its  period ;  many 
reasons  and  motives  concurred,  and  his  fall  was  hastened 
by  the  odium  of  the  oppressions  which  he  exercised  volun- 
tarily, as  well  as  of  those  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  submit. 

AVhen  this  example  was  made,  Jaffier  Ali  Kh&n,  who  had 
been  deposed  to  make  room  for  the  last  actor,  was  brought 
from  penury  and  exile  to  a  station,  tlio  terms  of  which  he 
could  not  misunderstand.  During  his  life,  and  in  the  time 
of  his  children,  who  succeeded  to  him,  parts  of  the  territorial 
revenue  were  assigned  to  the  Company  ;  and  the  whole,  under 
the  name  of  residency  at  the  Nabob's  court,  was  brought, 
directly  or  indirectly,  under  the  control  of  British  subjects. 
The  Company's  servants,  armed  with  authorities  delegated 
from  the  nominal  government,  or  attended  with,  what  was  a 
stronger  guard,  the  fame  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as 
magistrates  in  the  markets,  in  which  they  dealt  as  traders. 
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It  waB  impossible  for  the  natives  in  general  to  distinguish,  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  same  persons,  what  was  transacted  on 
the  Company's  account  from  what  was  done  on  their  own ; 
and  it  will  ever  be  so  difficult  to  draw  this  line  of  distinction, 
that,  as  long  as  the  Company  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim 
at  any  advantage  to  itself  in  the  purchase  of  any  commodity 
whatever,  so  long  will  it  be  impracticable  to  prevent  the 
servants  availing  themselves  of  the  same  privileges. 

The  servants,  therefore,  for  themselves,  or  for  their  em- 
ployers, monopolized  every  article  of  trade,  foreign  and 
domestic ;  not  only  the  raw  merchantable  commodities,  but 
the  manufactures ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the  necessaries 
of  life,  or  what  in  these  countries  habit  has  confounded  with 
them ;  not  only  silk,  cotton,  piece-goods,  opium,  saltpetre, 
but  not  unfrequently  salt,  tobacco,  betel  nut,  and  the  grain 
of  most  ordinary  consumption.  In  the  name  of  the  country 
government  they  laid  on  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure 
heightened  or  lowered,  all  duties  upon  goods:  the  whole 
trade  of  the  country  was  either  destroyed,  or  in  shackles. 
The  acquisition  of  the  Duanne,  in  1765,  bringing  the  English 
into  the  immediate  government  of  the  country  in  its  most 
essential  branches,  extended  and  confirmed  all  the  former 
means  of  monopoly. 

In  the  progress  of  these  ruinous  measures,  through  all 
their  details,  innumerable  grievances  were  suffered  by  the 
native  inhabitants,  which  were  represented  in  the  strongest, 
that  is,  their  true  colours  in  England.  Whilst  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  British  in  India  were  in  eager  pursuit  of  the 
forced  and  exorbitant  gains  of  a  trade  carried  on  by  power, 
contests  naturally  arose  among  the  competitors :  those  who 
were  overpowered  by  their  rivals,  became  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints to  the  court  of  directors,  and  were  very  capable,  from 
experience,  of  pointing  out  every  mode  of  abuse. 

The  court  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  though  very 
slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  country,  which  was  ravaged  by 
this  sort  of  commerce,  was  their  own.  These  complaints 
obliged  the  directors  to  a  strict  examination  into  the  real 
sources  of  the  mismanagement  of  their  concerns  in  India,  and 
to -lay  the  foundations  of  a  system  of  restraint  on  the  exor- 
bitancies  of  their  servants.  Accordingly,  so  early  as  the 
year  1766,  they  confine  them  to  a  trade  only  in  articles  of 
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('xj)()rt  and  import ;  and  strictly  prohibit  them  from  all  deal- 
iuii;  in  objects  of  internal  consumption.  About  the  same 
tiMi(\  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  found  it  necessary  to  put  a 
ri  straint  upon  themselves,  or  at  least  to  make  a  show  of  a 
disposition  (with  which  the  directors  appear  much  satisfied) 
to  keep  their  own  enormous  power  within  bounds. 

13 ut,  whatever  might  have  been  the  intentions  either  of 
the  directors  or  the  presidency,  both  found  themselves  un- 
e([u.al  to  the  execution  of  a  plan,  which  went  to  defeat  the 
projects  of  almost  all  the  English  in  India ;  possibly  compre- 
fiending  some,  who  were  makers  of  the  regulations.  For  as 
the  complaint  of  the  country,  or  as  their  own  interest,  pre- 
dominated with  the  presidency,  they  were  always  shifting 
i'rom  one  course  to  the  other ;  so  that  it  became  as  impossible 
for  the  natives  to  know  upon  what  principle  to  ground  any 
commercial  speculation,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  law, 
under  which  they  acted,  as  it  was  w^hen  they  were  oppressed 
by  power  without  any  colour  of  law  at  all ;  for  the  directors, 
in  a  few  months  after  they  had  given  these  tokens  of  appro- 
bation to  the  above  regulations  in  favour  of  the  country- 
trade,  tell  the  presidency,  "  it  is  with  concern  we  see,  m 
fren/  page  of  your  consultations,  restrictions,  limitations, prO' 
III  bit  ions,  affecting  variov^  articles  of  trade. ^^ 

On  their  side,  the  presidency  freely  confess,  that  these 
monopolies  of  inland  trade  "  were  the  foundation  of  all  the 
bloodsheds,  massacres,  and  confusions,  which  have  happened 
of  late  in  Bengal." 

Pressed  in  this  urgent  manner,  the  directors  came  more 
specifically  to  the  grievance,  and  at  once  annul  all  the  pass- 
j)orts,  with  which  their  servants  traded  without  duties, 
liolding  out  means  of  compensation,  of  which  it  does  not 
ap])oar  that  any  advantage  was  taken.  In  order  that  the 
duties  which  existed  should  no  longer  continue  to  burthen 
the  trade  either  of  the  servants  or  natives,  they  ordered,  that 
a  number  of  oppressive  toll-bars  should  be  taken  away,  and 
the  wliole  number  reduced  to  nine  of  the  most  considerable. 

AVhen  Lord  Clive  was  sent  to  Bengal  to  effect  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  many  abuses  which  prevailed  there,  he  considered 
monopoly  to  be  so  inveterate  and  deeply  rooted,  and  the 
just  rewards  of  the  Company's  servants  to  be  so  complicated 
with  that  injustice  to  the  country,  that  the  latter  could  not 
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easily  be  removed  without  taking  away  the  former.  He 
adopted  therefore  a  plan  for  dealing  in  certain  articles,  which, 
as  he  conceived,  rather  ought  to  be  called  "  a  regulated  and 
restricted  trade"  than  a  formal  monopoly.  By  this  plan  he 
intended,  that  the  profits  should  be  distributed  in  an  orderly 
and  proportioned  manner  for  the  reward  of  services,  and  not 
seized  by  each  individual  according  to  the  measure  of  his 
boldness,  dexterity,  or  influence. 

But  this  scheme  of  monopoly  did  not  subsist  long,  at  least 
in  that  mode,  and  for  those  purposes ;  three  of  the  grand 
monopolies,  those  of  opium,  salt,  and  saltpetre,  were  success- 
ively by  the  Company  taken  into  their  own  hands.  The 
produce  of  the  sale  of  the  two  former  articles  was  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  goods  for  their  investment ;  the  latter  was 
exported  in  kind  for  their  sales  in  Europe.  The  senior  ser- 
vants had  a  certain  share  of  emolument  allotted  to  them 
from  a  commission  on  the  revenues.  The  junior  servants 
were  rigorously  confined  to  salaries,  on  which  they  were  un- 
able to  subsist  according  to  their  rank.  They  were  strictly 
ordered  to  abstain  from  all  dealing  in  objects  of  internal 
commerce.  Those  of  export  and  import  were  left  open  to 
young  men  without  mercantile  experience,  and  wholly  un- 
provided with  mercantile  capitals ;  but  abundantly  furnished 
with  large  trusts  of  the  public  money,  and  with  all  the 
powers  of  an  absolute  government.  « In  this  situation,  a  re- 
ligious abstinence  from  all  illicit  gain  was  prescribed  to  men 
at  nine  thousand  miles  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  supreme 
authority. 

Your  committee  is  far  from  meaning  to  justify,  or  even  to 
excuse,  the  oppressions  and  cruelties  used  by  many  in  sup- 
plying the  deficiencies  of  their  regular  allowances  by  all 
manner  of  extortion.  But  many  smaller  irregularities  may 
admit  some  alleviation  from  thence.  Nor  does  your  com- 
mittee mean  to  express  any  desire  of  reverting  to  the  mode 
(contrived  in  India,  but  condemned  by  the  directors)  of  re- 
warding the  servants  of  a  higher  class  by  a  regulated  mono- 
poly. Their  object  is  to  point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the 
system,  by  which  restrictions  were  laid,  that  could  have  little 
or  no  effect  whilst  want  and  power  were  suffered  to  be 
united. 

But  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  at  that  time,  though 
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not  altogether  mdicious,  wer^  in  many  ledpeots  honaimble 
to  them,  and  ravourable,  in  the  intention  at  leaati  to  tiia 
country  they  govemedk  For  finding  their  tradin|^  oa^til 
employed  against  themselves  and  against  the  natiTMy  and 
struggling  in  vain  against  abnses,  which  were  iniepanUy 
connected  with  the  system  of  their  own  pie&renoe  in  tnide^ 
in  the  year  1778  they  came  to  the  manly  resolntian  offset- 
ting an  example  to  their  servants,  ftnd  gave  up  all  .«e  cff 
power  and  influence  in  the  two  grand  articles  of  their  in?* 
vestment,  silk  and  piece-goods.  They  directed  that .  die 
articles  should  be  bought  at  an  equal  and  public  maxlaet  fi»m 
the  native  merchants ;  and  this  order  they  directed  to  be 
published  in  all  the  princiiml  marts  of  BenffaL 

Your  committee  are  dearly  of  opinion,  that  no  better  m^ 
thod  of  purchase  could  be  adopted.  But  it  soon  appealed 
that  in  deep-rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  the  wisest  jprii^ 
ciples  of  reform  may  be  made  to  operate  so  destmctifefyy  as 
wholly  to  discredit  the  design,  and  to  dishearten  all  persons 
from  the  prosecution  of  ^it.  The  presidency,  who  seemed  to 
yield  with  the  utmost  reluctance  to  the  execution  of  these 
orders,  soon  made  the  directors  feel  their  evil  influence  npon 
tb^ir  own  investment.  For  they  found  the  silk  and  cotton 
cloths  rose  25  per  cent,  above  their  former  price,  and  a 
further  rise  of  40  per  cent,  was  announped  to  them. 

SILK. 

What  happened  with  regard  to  raw  silk  is  stOl  more  re- 
markable, and  tends  still  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the  effects 
of  commercial  servitude  during  its  unchecked  existence,  and 
the  consequences  which  may  be  made  to  arise  from  its  sud- 
den reformation.  On  laying  open  the  trade,  the  article  of 
raw' silk  was  instantly  enhancea  to  the  Company  full  80  per 
cent.  The  contract  for  that  commodity,  wound  off  in  the 
Bengal  method,  which  used  to  sell  for  less  than  six  rupees, 
or  thirteen  shillings,  for  two  pounds  weight,  arose  to  nine 
rupees,  or  near  twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk  was  very 
soon  after  contracted  for  at  fourteen. 

The  presidency  accounted  for  this  rise. by  observing,  that 
the  price  had  before  been  arbitrary,  and  that  the  persons 
who  purveyed  for  the  Company,  paid  no  more  than  "  what 
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was  judged  sufficient  for  the  mamtenance  of  the  first  pro- 
viders." This  fact  explains,  more  fully  than  the  most  la- 
boured description  can  do,  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  mono- 
poly on  the  cultivators.  They  had  the  sufficiency  of  their 
miuntenance  measured  out  by  the  judgment  of  those,  who 
were  to  profit  by  their  labour ;  and  this  measure  was  not  a 
great  d^  more,  by  their  own  account,  than  about  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  that  labour.  In  all  probability  it  was  much 
less,  as  these  dealings  rarely  passed  through  intermediate 
hands  without  leaving  a  considerable  profit.  These  oppres- 
sions, it  will  be  observed,  were  not  confined  to  the  Company's 
share,  which  however  covered  a  great  part  of  the  trade ;  but 
as  this  was  an  article  permitted  to  the  servants,  the  same 
power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been  extended  over 
the  whole,  as  the  market  must  be  equalized,  if  any  authority 
at  all  is  extended  over  it  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
the  restraint.  The  price  was  not  only  raised,  but  in  the 
manufactures  the  quality  was  debased  nearly  in  an  equal 
proportion.  The  directors  conceived  with  great  reason,  that 
this  rise  of  price,  and  debasement  of  quality,  arose  not  from 
the  effect  of  a  free  market,  but  from  the  servants  having 
taken  that  opportunity  of  throwing  upon  the  market  of  their 
masters  the  refuse  goods  of  their  own  private  trade  at  such 
exorbitant  prices,  as  by  mutual  connivance  they  were  pleased 
to  settle.  The  mischief  was  greatly  aggravated  by  its  hap- 
pening at  a  time  when  the  Company  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
their  goods  with  bonds  bearing  a  high  interest. 

The  perplexed  system  of  the  Company's  concerns,  com- 
posed of  so  many  opposite  movements  and  contradictory 
principles,  appears  nowhere  in  a  more  clear  light.  If  trade 
continued  under  restraint,  their  territorial  revenues  must 
suffer  by  checking  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country :  if 
they  set  it  free,  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  price  and  de- 
base the  quality  of  the  goods  ;  and  this  again  ^11  upon  the 
revenues,  out  of  which  the  payment  for  the  goods  was  to 
arise.  The  observations  of  the  Company  on  that  occasion 
►  are  just  and  sagacious;  and  they  will  not  permit  the  least 
doubt  concerning  the  policy  of  these  uimatural  trades. 
"  The  amount  of  our  Bengal  cargoes,  from  1769  to  1773,  is 
2,901,194  pounds  sterling,  and  if  the  average  increase  of 
price  be  estimated  at  25  per  cent,  only,  the  amount  of  such 
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increase  is  725^^  pounds  steriing.'*  ^  The  ibofB  oimmi^ 
stances  are  exoeedingk  alanmiig  to  us;  but  whit  mint  be 
our  concern  to  find,  by  the  ac^ices  of  our  pratideiii  tad 
council  of  1778,  that  a  further  advaaoe  of  40  per  cent:  en 
Bengal  goods  was  expected,  and  aHowed  to  be  tiie  flouse" 
quence  of  advertisements  then  published,  authorisisg  utne 
trade  in  the  service  P"  '^  We  mid  th^  Duanni  nmnomwa& 
in  general  fiumed  for  five  years,  and  the  afigregata  inciiaiii 
estimated  at  only  188,170  pounds  sterling  ^d.  a  sappoailaoiL 
that  such  increase  will  be  realized) ;  yet  n  the  amnal  ii^ 
vestment  be  sixty  lacks,  and  the  advance  of  prioe  SO^pw 
cent,  oidy,  sudi  advance  will  exceed  ^hkoreaee  qf  lie 
nuehynoUn  than  829,880  fHNifidlr  eiertmg.*^ 

The  indignation  whiidi  the  directors  felt  at  bdng 
to  this  distressing  situation  was  expressed  to  their 
in  very  strong  torms.  They  attributed  the  whole  to  tiieir 
practices,  and  say,  ^  we  are  far  from  being  coiifinoedy.tiwt 
the  competition,  which  tends  to  raise  the  price  of  goods  in 
Bengal,  is  wholly  between  public  European  companieBy  or 
between  merchants  in  general,  who  export  to  forogn  mar- 
kets :  we  are  rather  of  opinion,  that  the  sources  of  this  grand 
evil  have  been  the  extraordinary  privileges  granted  to  indi- 
viduals in  our  service,  or  under  our  licence,  to  trade  without 
restriction  throughout  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  the  en- 
couragement they  have  had  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  ut- 
termost, even  in  such  goods  as  were  proper  for  our  invest- 
ment, by  observing  the  success  of  those  persons,  who  have 
from  time  to  time  found  means  to  dispose  cf  their  merchandise 
to  our  governor  and  council,  though  of  so  bad  a  quality  as  to 
be  sold  here  with  great  difficulty,  after  having  been  fre- 
quently refused,  and  put  up  at  the  next  sale  without  price, 
to  the  very  great  discredit  and  disadvantage  of  the  Com- 
pany.'* In  all  probability  the  directors  were  not  mistaken; 
for,  upon  an  inquiry  instituted  soon  after,  it  was  found,  that 
Cantii  Babii,  the  Banian,  or  native  steward  and  manager  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  (late  president,)  held  two  of  these  contracts 
in  his  own  name  ana  that  of  his  son  for  considerably  more 
than  £150,000.  This  discovery  brought  on  a  prohibition 
from  the  court  of  directors  of  that  suspicious  and  dangerous 
dealing  in  the  stewards  of  persons  in  high  office.  The  same 
man  hold  likewise  farms  to  the  amount  of  £140,000  a  year 
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of  the  landed  revenue,  with  the  same  suspicious  appearance, 
contrary  to  the  regulations  made  under  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
administration. 

In  the  mortifying  dilemma  to  which  the  directors  found 
themselves  reduced,  wherehy  the  ruin  of  the  revenues  either 
by  the  freedom  or  the  restraint  of  trade  was '  evident,  they 
considered  the  first  as  most  rapid  and  urgent ;  and  therefore 
once  more  revert  to  the  system  of  their  ancient  pre-emption, 
and  destroy  that  freedom,  which  they  had  so  lately  and  with 
so  much  solemnity  proclaimed,  and  that  hefore  it  could  be 
abused  or  even  enjoyed.  They  declare  that,  "  unwilling  as 
we  are  to  return  to  the  former  coercive  system  of  providing 
on  investment,  or  to  abridge  that  freedom  of  commerce  which 
has  been  so  lately  established  in  Bengal,  yet  at  the  same 
time  finding  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  strike  at  the  root 
of  an  evil,  which  has  been  so  severely  felt  by  the  Company, 
and  which  can  no  longer  be  supported,  we  hereby  direct,  that 
all  persons  whatever  in  the  Company's  service,  or  under  our 
protection,  be  absolutely  prohibited,  by  public  advertisement, 
from  trading  in  any  of  those  articles  which  compose  oiu'  in- 
vestment, directly  or  indirectly,  except  on  account  of  and 
for  the  East-India  Company,  until  their  investment  is  com- 
pleted." 

As  soon  as  this  order  was  received  in  Bengal,  it  was  con- 
strued, as  indeed  the  words  seemed  directly  to  warrant,  to 
exclude  all  natives,  as  well  as  servants,  from  the  trade,  until 
the  Company  was  supplied.  The  Company's  pre-emption 
was  now  authoritatively  re-established,  and  some  feeble  and 
ostensible  regulations  were  made  to  relieve  the  weavers,  who 
might  suffer  by  it.  IJie  directors  imagined,  that  the  re- 
establishment  of  their  coercive  system  would  remove  the  evU, 
which  fraud  and  artifice  had  grafted  upon  one  more  rational 
and  liberal.  But  they  were  mistaken ;  for  it  only  varied,  if 
it  did  so  much  as  vary,  the  abuse.  The  ser\'ant8  might  as 
essentially  injure  their  interest  by  a  direct  exercise  of  their 
power,  as  by  pretexts  drawn  from  the  freedom  of  the  na- 
tives ;  but  witn  this  fatal  difference,  that  the  frauds  upon 
the  Company  must  be  of  shorter  duration  under  a  scheme  of 
freedom.  That  state  admitted,  and  indeed  led  to,  means  of 
discovery  and  correction,  whereas  the  system  of  coercion  was 
Hkely  to  be  permanent.    It  carried  force  further  than  served 
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the  purpoBeB  of  those  who  aathorized  it ;  it  tended  to  eover ' 
all  irauas  with  obscurity,  and  to  buiy  all  oomplaiiit  in  de-  * 
spair.    The  next  year  therefore,  that  is,  in  the  year  1776|^ 
the  Company,  who  complained  that  their  orden  had  been 
extended  beyond  their  intentions,  made  a  third  leroliitiQii  in 
the  trade  of  Bengal.    It  was  set  free  again ;  so  fiv  at  Ibaat 
as  regarded  the  native  merchants;  but  in  so  imperfiMt  a 
manner,  as  evidently  to  leave  the  roots  of  dd  abases  in  the 
ground.    The  supreme  court  of  judicature  about  this  timo 
(1776)  also  .fulminated  a  chai:^  against  monopolieSi  witiuxit 
any  exception  of  those  authorized  by  the  Compaiqr.    But  iti  ■ 
does  not  appear,  that  anything  very  material  was  done  in 
consequence  of  it. 

The  trade  became  nominally  free ;  but  the  coarse  of  basi- 
ness,  established  in  consequence  of  coercive  monopoly^  was 
not  easily  altered.  Li  oraer  to  render  more  distinct  tbe 
principles,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  coarse  and 
habit  of  business,  so  very  difficult  to  change,  as  long  as  tiiose 
principles  exist,  your  committee  think  it  will  not  be  useless 
here  to  enter  into  the  history  of  the  regulations  made  in  the 
first  and  favourite  matter  of  the  Company's  investment,  the 
trade  in  raw  silk,  from  the  commencement  of  these  refla- 
tions to  the  Company's,  perhaps,  finally  abandoning  all  share 
in  the  trade,  which  was  their  object. 

RAW  SILK. 

The  trade  in  raw  silk  was  at  all  times  more  popular  in 
England  than  really  advantageous  to  the  Company.  In  ad* 
dition  to  the  old  jealousy,  which  prevailed  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  manufactory  interest  of  England,  they  came  to 
labour  under  no  small  odium  on  account  of  the  distresses  of 
India..  The  public  in  England  perceived,  and  felt  with  a 
proper  sympathy,  the  sufierings  of  the  eastern  provinces  in 
all  cases,  in  which  they  might  be  attributed  to  the  abuses  of 
power  exercised  under  the  Company's  authority.  But  they 
were  not  equally  sensible  to  the  evils,  which  arose  fix>m  a 
system  of  sacrificing  the  being  of  that  country  to  the  advan- 
tage of  this.  They  entered  very  readily  into  the  former,  but 
with  regard  to  the  latter  were  slow  and  incredulous.  It  is 
not  therefore  extraordinary,  that  the  Company  shoidd  en- 
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deavour  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  public  by  falling 
in  with  its  prejudices.  Thus  they  were  led  to  increase  the 
grieyance  in  order  to  aUay  the  clamour.  They  continued 
BtiU  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  still  more  systematically,  that 
plan  of  conduct,  which  was  the  principal,  though  not  the 
most  blamed,  cause  of  the  decay  and  depopulation  of  the 
country  committed  to  their  care. 

With  that  view,  and  to  furnish  a  cheap  supply  of  materials 
to  the  manufactures  of  England,  they  formed  a  scheme,  which 
tended  to  destroy,  or  at  least  essentially  to  impair,  the  whole 
manufacturing  interest  of  Bengal.  A  policy  of  that  sort 
could  not  fail  of  being  highly  popular ;  when  the  Company 
submitted  itself  as  an  instrument  for  the  improvement  of 
British  manufactures,  instead  of  being  their  most  dangerous 
rival,  as  heretofore  they  had  been  always  represented. 

They  accordingly  notified  to  their  presidency  in  Bengal, 
in  their  letter  of  the  17th  of  March,  1769,  that  "  there  was 
no  branch  of  their  trade  they  more  ardently  wish  to  extend, 
than  that  of  raw  silk."  They  disclaim,  however,  all  desire  of 
employing  compulsory  measures  for  that  purpose,  but  recom- 
mended every  mode  of  encouragement,  and  particularly  by 
augmented  wages,  "  in  order  to  induce  manufacturers  of 
wrought  silk  to  quit  that  branch,  and  take  to  the  winding  of 
raw  siik,^^ 

Having  thus  found  means  to  draw  hands  from  the  manu- 
facture, and  confiding  in  the  strength  of  a  capital  drawn  from 
the  public  revenues,  they  pursue  their  ideas  from  the  pur- 
chase of  their  manufacture  to  the  purchase  of  the  material  in 
its  crudest  state.  "  We  recommend  you  to  give  an  increased 
price,  if  necessary,  so  as  to  take  that  trade  out  of  the  hands  of 
other  merchants  and  rival  nations,*'  A  double  bounty  was 
thus  given  against  the  manufactures,  both  in  the  labour  and 
in  the  materials. 

It  is  very  remarkable  in  what  manner  their  vehement  pur- 
suit of  this  object  led  the  directors  to  a  speedy  oblivion  of 
those  equitable  correctives,  before  interposed  by  them,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  which  were  apparent  in  the 
scheme,  it  left  to  itself.  They  could  venture  so  little  to  trust 
to  the  bounties  given  from  the  revenues,  a  trade  which  had  a 
tendency  to  dry  up  their  source,  that,  by  the  time  they  had 
proceeded  to  the  33rd  paragraph  of  their  letter,  they  revert 

VOL.   IV.  F 
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to  those  rer;  oompolBonr  meaiu,  whick  ttie^  Iiad  ffiwiUiiwid 
but  three  pangraphs  before. '  To  prerent  silb-wiDden  ham 
working  iuthtir  private  housee,  wneie  tht^y  ii>ii>bt  work  for 
private  traden,  and  to  confine  them  to  tlie  Companya  fac 
torieH,  vliere  they  oould  onl^  be  employed  for  tbe  Company's 
benefit,  th^  desire,  that  the  newlT-acquired  power  oi  govem- 
mest  Bhould  be  efEeotnally  employed:  "bhoiilcl  (say  thev) 
this  practice,  through  matttntum,  hare  been  sufi'ered  to  take 
place  again,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  k  atop  to  it,  which  may 
iH)U)  be  more  efftetwiiig  dima  bjf  an  abtolnUt  proh^ition,  under 
severe  ptnaUie*,  bff  the  midkority  ^^ffovemnumt," 

This  letter  cootuns  a  perfect  plaa  of-  polior,  both  of  oar 
I-: J __i  —l/.i -i  ;_  . .^.^^J. 


pulsion  and  enconragement,  which  most,  in  a  t«t  oaamA 
able  degree^  operate  deetruotiTely  to  the  maniAotawi  el 


out  being  eluded)  to  change  the  whole  &eft'  of  i 
ous  country,  ia  order  to  render  it  a  field  for  Hie  prad«M  oC 
crude  materiaia  subaerrient  to  the  mannfactnrea  of  CMsafe 
Britain.  The  manuiacturing  hands  were  to  be  seduead  ftun 
their  looms  by  high  wages,  in  order  to  prepare  a  raw  ytgdneo 
for  our  market ;  they  were  to  be  loekMl  up  in  the  &ot<Miea; 
and  the  commodity  acquired  by  these  operation*  was,  in  tiiii 
immature  state,  carriea  out  of  the  country,  whilst  its  looms 
would  be  left  without  any  material  but  the  debased  leCaae  of 
a  market  enhanced  in  its  prioe,  and  scanted  in  its  mp^y. 
By  the  increase  of  the  price  of  this  and  other  matenafii, 
manufactures,  formerly  the  most  flourishing,  gradually  dia- 
appeared  under  the  protection  of  Oi«at  Britain,  and  were 
seen  to  rise  again  imd  fiourish  on  the  opposite  coast  of  India 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Mahrattas. 

These  restraints  and  encouragements  seem  to  hare  had 
the  desired  effect  in  Bengal  with  regard  to  the  diversion  of 
labour  from  manu£tcture  to  materials.  The  trade  of  raw 
silk  increased  rapidly.  But  the  Company  very  soon  felt,  in 
the  increase  of  price  and  debasement  of  quality  (£  the 
wrought  goods,  a  loss  to  themselves,  which  fully  counter- 
balanced lul  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  nation  from 
the  increase  of  the  raw  commodity.  The  necesaary  efiect  on 
the  revenue  was  also  foretold  very  early.  For  their  serrants 
in  the  principal  silk-&ctories  declared,  that  the  obstmiition 
to  the  private  trade  in  silk  must  in  the  end  prove  detrimental 
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to  the  revenues,  and  that  the  investment  clashes  with  the 
collection  of  these  revenues.  Whatsoever,  by  bounties  or 
immunities,  is  encouraged  out  of  a  landed  revenue,  has 
certainly  some  tendency  to  lessen  the  net  amount  of  that 
revenue,  and  to  forward  a  produce  which  does  not  yield  to 
the  gross  collection,  rather  than  one  that  does. 

The  directors  declare  themselves  unable  to  understand 
how  this  could  be.  Perhaps  it  was  not  so  difficult.  But, 
pressed  as  they  were  by  tho  greatness  of  the  payments, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  make  to  government  in  Eng- 
land, the  cries  of  Bengal  could  not  be  heard  among  the  con- 
tending claims  of  the  general  court,  of  the  treasury,  and  of 
Spital  Fields.  The  speculation  of  the  directors  was  originally 
fair  and  plausible  (so  far  as  the  mere  encouragement  of  the 
commodity  extended).  Situated  as  they  were,  it  was  hardly 
in  their  power  to*  stop  themselves  in  the  course  they  had  be- 
gun. They  were  obliged  to  continue  their  resolution,  at  any 
hazard  increasing  the  investment.  "  The  state  of  our  affairs 
(say  they)  requires  the  utmost  extension  of  your  investments. 
Ton  are  not  to  forbear  sending  even  those  sorts  which  are 
attended  vnth  loss,  in  case  such  should  be  necessary  to  supply 
an  investment  to  as  great  an  amount  as  you  can  provide  from 
your  cum  resources ;  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  your 
being  thereby  enabled  to  increase  your  consignments  of  this 
valuable  branch  of  national  commerce,  even  to  the  utmost  of 
your  wishes.  But  it  is  our  positive  order,  that  no  part  of 
such  investment  be  provided  with  borrowed  money,  which  is 
to  be  repaid  by  draughts  upon  our  treasury  in  London ;  since 
the  licence,  which  has  already  been  taken  in  this  respect,  has 
involved  us  in  difficulties,  which  we  yet  know  not  how  we 
shall  surmount." 

This  very  instructive  paragraph  lays  open  the  true  origin 
of  the  internal  decay  of  Bengal.  The  trade  and  revenues  of 
that  country  were  (as  the  then  system  must  necessarily  have 
been)  of  secondary  consideration  at  best.  Present  supplies 
were  to  be  obtained,  and  present  demands  in  England  were 
to  be  avoided,  at  every  expense  to  Bengal. 

The  spirit  of  increasing  the  investment  from  revenue  at 
any  rate,  and  the  resolution  of  driving  all  competitors, 
Europeans  or  natives,  out  of  the  market,  prevailed  at  a 
period  still  more  early,  and  prevailed  not  only  in  Bengal,  but 

F  2 


68  XBPOBT  OW  X  OOMXETTSM  ' 

• 

seems,  more  or  less,  to  have  diffbsed  itself  timmgfa  the  irlicde 
sphere  of  the  Oompany's  influenoe.  In  1768  tiMj  fiKfe  to 
the  presidency  of  Maduras  the  following  memanlbm  mstme- 
tion,  strongly  dedaratoTj  of  their  geziml  syitem  of  poliev. 

'^  We  shall  depend  upon  jrowt  prudence  (saj  tiicrf)  to  ma- 
courage  foreigners ;  and,  h&n^  intent,  as.  you  haim  been  re- 
peatedly acquainted,  on  bringmg  home  as  grout  %paitof  tibe 
revenues  as  possible  in  your  manufiMtiires,  the  d^Kddfaig 
them  in  those  parts,  where  they  interfere  witii  yoot  wonli 
certainly  prove  an  effectual  step  for  answering  tiut  end. 
We  therenire  recommend  it  to  you  to  o£Bar  sneh  ineieaae  of 
price  as  you  shaQ  deem  may  be  consistently^  given;  that  by 
beating  them  out  of  the  mmcet  the  quantities  hj^jcfa  to  be 
provided  may  be  proportionably  enlarged ;  and  if  jtm  tidoe 
this  method,  it  is  to  be  so  cautiously  pnustiseSl  as  not  ,to  e»^ 
hance  the  prices  in  the  places  immematelv^  under  year  eeft> 
trol.  On  this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  i^ypoNival  of 
your  prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Ouddalore  from  twLlntig  up 
any  cloth  of  the  same  assortments  that  are  provided  £br  us ; 
and  if  such  prohibition  is  not  now,  it  should  by  all  meeu  be 
in  future,  made  general,  and  atrietfy  maintained,** 

This  system  must  have  an  immediate  tendency  towards 
disordering  the  trade  of  India,  and  must  finally  end  in  great 
detriment  to  the  Company  itself.  The  effect  of  the  restrictive 
system  on  the  weaver  is  evident.  The  authority  given  to  tiie 
servants  to  buy  at  an  advanced  price  did  of  necessity  furmsh 
meaus  and  excuses  for  everv  sort  of  fraud  in  their  purchases* 
The  instant  the  servant  ot  a  merchant  is  admitted,  on  hk 
own  judgment,  to  overbid  the  market,  or  to  send  goods  to 
his  master  which  shall  sell  at  loss,  there  is  no  longer  any 
standard  upon  which  his  unfair  practices  can  be  estmiateo, 
or  any  efFectual  means  by  which  they  can  be  restrained. 
The  hope,  entertained  by  the  directors,  of  confining  this  de- 
structive practice  of  giving  an  enhanced  price  to  a  partictilar 
spot  must  ever  be  found  totally  delusive.  SpecubUdons  wiU 
be  affected  by  this  artificial  pnce  in  every  quarter,  in  which 
markets  can  have  the  least  communication  with  each  other. 

In  a  very  few  years  the  court  of  directors  began  to  feel,. 
even  in  Leadenhall  Street,  the  effects  cf  trading  to  loss  upon 
the  revenues,  especially  on  those  of  Bengal. 

In  the  letter  of  February,  1774,  they  observe,, that,  "  look* 
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ing  back  to  their  accounts  for  the  four  preceding  years,  on 
several  of  the  descriptions  of  silk  there  has  been  an  increas- 
ing loss,  instead  of  any  alteration  for  the  better  in  the  last 
year's  productions.  This  (they  say)  threatens  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  valuable  branch  of  national  commerce."  And 
then  they  recommend  such  regulations  (as  if  regulations  in 
that  state  of  things  could  be  of  any  service)  as  may  obtain 
''  a  profit  in  future,  instead  of  so  considerable  a  loss,  which 
we  can  no  longer  sustain,^ ^ 

Tour  committee  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the 
losses,  which  had  actually  been  suffered  by  this  unnatural 
forced  trade ;  and  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the  season  of 
1776,  to  be  £77,650 ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it  arose  to 
£168,205.  This  was  so  great,  that  worse  could  hardly  be 
apprehended ;  however,  in  the  season  of  1778  it  amounted  to 
£255,070.  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruinously  great,  because 
the  whole  import  was  not  so  considerable  ;  but  it  still  stood 
enormously  high ;  so  high  as  £141,800.  In  the  whole  four 
years  it  came  to  £642,725.  The  observations  of  the  direct- 
ors were  found  to  be  fully  verified.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  same  article  in  the  China  trade  produced  a  considerable 
and  uniform  profit.  On  this  circumstance  little  observation 
is  necessary. 

During  the  time  of  their  struggles  for  enlarging  this  los- 
ing trade,  which  they  considered  as  a  national  object,  what 
in  one  point  of  view  it  was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  grossly 
mismanaged,  might  have  been  in  more  than  one; — ^in  this 
part  it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the  directors  a  very  great 
share  of  merit ;  no  degree  of  thought,  of  trouble,  or  of  reason- 
able expense,  was  spared  by  them  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commodity.  They  framed  with  diligence,  and  apparently  on 
very  good  information,  a  code  of  manufacturing  regulations 
for  that  purpose ;  and  several  persons  were  sent  out,  con- 
versant in  the  Italian  method  of  preparing  and  winding  silk, 
aided  by  proper  machines  for  facilitating  and  perfecting  the 
work.  Tliis,  under  proper  care,  and  in  course  of  time,  might 
have  produced  a  real  improvement  to  Bengal ;  but,  in  the 
first  mstance,  it  naturally  drew  the  business  from  native 
management,  and  it  caused  a  revulsion  from  the  trade  and 
manuj^tures  of  India,  which  led  as  naturally  and  inevitably 
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to  a  European  monopoly,  in  some  hands  or  other^  as  &ny  of 
the  modes  of  coercion  which  were  or  could  be  employed.  The 
evil  was  present  and  inherent  in  the  act.  The  means  of  let- 
ting the  natives  into  the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of 
produce  was  likely  to  be  counteracted  by  the  general  ill  con- 
duct of  the  Company's  concerns  abroad.  For  a  while  at  least 
it  had  an  effect  still  worse  ;  for  the  Company  purchasing  the 
raw  cocoon,  or  silk-pod,  at  a  fixed  rate,  the  first  producer, 
who,  whilst  he  could  wind  at  his  own  house,  employed  his 
family  in  this  labour,  and  could  procure  a  reasonable  liveli- 
hood by  buying  up  the  cocoons  for  the  Italian  filature,  now 
incurred  the  enormous  and  ruinous  loss  of  60  per  cent. 
This  appears  in  a  letter  to  the  presidency,  written  by  Mr. 
Boughton  Rouse,  now  a  member  of  your  committee.  But, 
for  a  long  time,  a  considerable  quantity  of  that  in  the  old 
Bengal  mode  of  winding  was  bought  for  the  Company  from 
contractors,  and  it  continues  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present 
time  ;  but  the  directors  complain,  in  their  letter  of  the  12th 
of  ]\Iay,  1780,  that  both  species,  and  particularly  the  latter, 
had  risen  so  extravagantly,  that  it  was  become  more  than  40 
per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifteen  years  ago.  In  that 
state  of  price  they  condemn  their  servants  very  justly,  for 
entering  into  contracts  for  three  years  ;  and  that  for  several 
kinds  of  silk,  of  very  different  goodness,  upon  averages  un- 
fairly formed,  where  the  commodities,  averaged  at  an  equal 
price,  diftered  from  20  to  33  per  cent,  on  the  sale.  Soon 
after,  they  formed  a  regular  scale  of  fixed  prices,  above  which 
they  found  they  could  not  trade  without  loss. 

Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  methods  to  secure 
themselves  against  future  losses,  the  Bengal  ships,  which 
arrived  in  that  year,  announced  nothing  but  their  continu- 
ance. Some  articles  by  the  high  price,  and  others  from  their 
ill  quality,  were  such  "  as  never  could  answer  to  be  sent  to 
Europe  at  any  price."  The  directors  renew  their  prohibition 
of  making  fresh  contracts,  the  present  being  generally  to  ex- 
pire in  the  year  1781.  But  this  trade,  whose  fundamental 
policy  might  have  admitted  of  a  doubt,  as  applied  to  Bengal, 
(whatever  it  might  have  been  with  regard  to  England,) 
was  now  itself  expiring  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  government  for  power  to 


Oir  THE  AFFAIES   OT   INDIA.  71 

• 

enlarge  their  capacity  of  receiving  bills  upon  Europe.  The 
purchase  by  these  bills  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  silk,  and 
order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece-goods. 

Thus,  having  found  by  experience,  that  this  trade,  whilst 
carried  on  upon  the  old  principles,  (of  whatever  advantage  it 
might  have  been  to  the  British  manufacturers,  or  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  were  concerned  in  it  in  Bengal,)  had  proved 
highly  detrimental-  to  the  Company,  the  directors  resolved  to 
expunge  the  raw  silk  from  their  investment.  They  gave  up 
the  whole  to  private  traders,  on  condition  of  paying  the 
freight,  charges,  and  duties ;  permitting  them  to  send  it  to 
Europe  in  the  Company's  ships  upon  their  ovra  account. 

The  whole  of  this  history  will  serve  to  demonstrate,  that 
all  attempts,  which  in  their  original  system,  or  in  their 
necessary  consequences,  tend  to  the  distress  of  India,  must, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  themselves  felt  even  by 
those,  in  whose  favour  such  attempts  have  been  made.  In- 
dia may  possibly,  in  some  future  time,  bear  and  support  it- 
self under  an  extraction  of  measure  or  of  goods ;  but  much 
care  ought  to  be  taken,  that  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be 
greater  in  quantity,  and  prior  in  time  to  the  waste. 

On  abandoning  the  trade  in  silk  to  private  hands,  the  di- 
rectors issued  some  prohibitions  to  prevent  monopoly ;  and 
they  gave  some  directions  about  the  improvement  of  the 
trade.  The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  directions 
prudent ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  whilst  all  the 
means,  instruments,  and  powers  remain,  by  which  monopolies 
were  made,  and  through  which  abuses  formerly  prevailed,  all 
verbal  orders  will  be  fruitless. 

This  branch  of  trade  being  so  long  principally  managed 
hj  the  Company's  servants  for  the  Company,  and  under  its 
authority,  cannot  be  easily  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and 
pass  to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be  carried  on 
without  the  control  naturally  inherent  in  all  participation.  It 
is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  this  forced  preference  of 
traffic  in  a.  raw  commodity  must  have  injured  the  manu- 
factures, while  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Company  to  continue 
the  trade  on  their  own  account.  The  servants,  so  far  from 
deviating  from  their  course,  since  they  have  taken  the  trade 
into  their  own  management,,  have  gone  much  further  into  it. 
The  proportion  of  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  to  be  aug- 
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mented.    The  proportion  of  .the  whole  cargoes  Ibr  tiie  jetst 
1783,  divided  mto  eizteen  parts,  k  ten  of  raw  siD^  »^ 
of  manu£actared  goods.    Such  is  the  proportion  of  this  los- 
ing article  in  the  scheme  for  the  inyestment  of  prifste  ftfi- 
tunes. 

In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sendipg  the  inTestment  on  Mk 
count  of  the  Cpmpanj,  to  be  paid  in  bills  upon  Bniope^  no 
mention  ia  made  of  any  change  of  these  {«>portion8*  Iof 
deed  some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  artdde  of  silk,  irflih 
regard  to  its  price ;  and  it  is  not  improbablOi  that  the  price- 
to  the  master  and  the  servant  will  be  very  diflarant ;  bnt 
they  cannot  make  profitable  purchases  of  this  a^de  wittumt 
strongly  condexnmng  all  the  former  purchases  of  the  board 
of  trade. 

CLOTHS,  OB  PIECB-GOOD& 

'  .  I  ■  ■ 

The  general  sjrstem  above  stated,  relative  tothesilkinidei 
must  materially  have  affected  the  manufiEU^tures  of  Bengal^ 
merely  ajS  it  was  a  system  of  preferenee.  It  does  by  no 
means  satisfactorily  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  free- 
dom  held  out  by  the  Company's  various  orders  has  been 
ever  fully  enjoyed,  or  that  tne  grievances  of  the  native  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  have  been  redressed.  Tar  we  find. 
on  good  authority,  that  at  that  very  period,  at  which  it 
might  be  supposed  that  these  orders  had  their  operation, 
the  oppressions  were  in  full' vigour.  They  appear  to  have 
fallen  heaviest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formerly  the  jereat 
staple  for  the  finest  goods  in  India ;  a  place  once  fiill  ofopu- 
lent  merchants  and  dealers  of  all  descriptions. 

The  city  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  prevalence  of 
the  East-India  Company's  influence  and  authority,  manu- 
factured annually  to  about  three  hundred  thousand  poundi 
value  in  cloths.  In  the  year  1776  it  had  fallen  to  about  two. 
hundred  thousand,  or  two-thirds  of  its  former  produce.  Of 
this  the  Company's  demand  amounted  only  to  a  fourth  part, 
that  is,  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  yearly.  This  was  at 
that  time  provided  by  agents  for  the  Company,  under  the 
inspection  of  their  commercial  servants.  On  pretence  of  se- 
curing an  advantage  for  this  fourth  part  for  their  masters, 
they  exerted  a  most  violent  and  arbitrary  power  over  the 
whole.  It  was  asserted,  that  they  fixed  the  Company's  mark 


OK  THE  AEFAIES  OT   INDIA.  73 

to  such  goods  as  they  thought  fit,  (to  all  goods,  as  stated  in 
one  complaint,)  and  disposed  of  them  as  they  thought  pro- 
per, excluding  not  only  all  the  native  dealers,  but  the  Dutch 
Company  and  private  English  merchants :  that  they  made 
advances  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their  known  ability, 
to  repay  in  goods  within  the  year ;  and  by  this  means  having 
got  tnem  in  debt,  held  them  in  perpetual  servitude.  Their 
inability  to  keep  accounts  lefb  them  at  the  discretion  of  the 
agents  of  the  supreme  power  to  make  their  balances  what 
they  pleased,  and  they  recovered  them  not  by  legal  process, 
but  by  seizure  of  their  goods,  and  arbitrary  imprisonment  of 
their  persons.  One  and  the  same  dealer  made  the  advance, 
valued  the  return,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment, 
and  executed  the  process. 

Mr.  Bouse,  chief  of  the  Dacca  province,  who  struggled 
those  evils,  says  that  in  the  year  1773  there  were  no 

lances  due,  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on  by  the  native 
b\t)kers.  In  less  than  three  years  these  balances  amounted 
to  an  immense  sum;  a  sum  lost  to  the  Company,  but  exist- 
ing in  fiill  force  for  every  purpose  of  oppression.  In  the 
amount  of  these  balances  almost  every  weaver  in  the  country 
bore  a  part,  and  consequently  they  were  almost  all  caught 
in  this  snare.  "They  are  in  general"  (says  Mr.  Rouse,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Clavering,  delivered  to  your  committee) 
"  a  timid,  helpless  people ;  many  of  them  poor  to  the  utmost 
degree  of  wretchedness ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts ;  in- 
dustrious as  it  were  by  instinct;  unable  to  defend  them- 
selves if  oppressed ;  and  satisfied,  if  with  continual  labour 
they  derive  from  the  fair  dealing  and  humanity  of  their  em- 
ployer a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  families.'* 

Such  were  the  people,  who  stood  accused  by  the  Com- 
pany's agents  as  pretending  grievances,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
cused the  payment  of  their  balances.  As  to  the  commercial 
state  of  the  province  in  general,  Mr.  Rouse  represents  it "  to 
be  for  these  two  years  a  perpetual  scene  of  complaint  and 

disputation :  the  Cotnpany's  agents  professing  to  pay 

higher  rates  to  weavers,  whilst  the  Leadenhall  sales  showed 
a  heavy  loss  to  the  Company.  The  weavers  have  even 
travelled  in  multitudes  to  prefer  their  complaints  at  the  pre- 
sidency. The  amount  of  the  investment  comparatively  small, 
with  balances  comparatively  large;  and,  as  I  understand, 
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generally  contested  by  the  weavers.  The  nitm  menhnti^ 
called  iJeldk^  lemoved  from  their  ixifluenoe^  m  pvqndioU  to 
the  Company's  oonoems ;  and  European  merbbanti  oen^ 
plaining  against  undue  influence  of  the  OotQpaiaj'a  omn^ 
mercial  a^nts,  inpreventing  the  free  purehaae  eviein  of  ftosa 
goods  which  the  Company  never  takes.**  - 

The  spirit  of  those  agents  will  be  fulh*  comprehended  finn^ 
a  state  of  the  proceedings  before  Mr.  ittouse  and  oomiael^  •en 
the  complaint  of  a  Mr.  Cree,  an  English  free  metfehaair'at 
Dacca,  who  has  been  twice  treated  in  the  -aame  ugurioas 
manner  by  the  a«^ts  of  Mr.  Hurst,  l^e  oammerdal  oUef  aft 
that  place.  On  nis  complaint  to  the  board  of  the  aeisai^  ef 
the  goods,  and  imprisonment  of  his  agenti^  VLt*  Hmfe  «•■ 
called  upon  for  an  explanation.  In  retun  he  infonoed  tibaim 
that  he  nad  sent  to  one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  eoooeiliing 
the  matter  of  fact  alleged.  The  impartial  person,  aem  tP 
make  this  inquiry,  was  the  very  man  acoueedTof  the  oppm 
sions,  into  wmch  he  was  sent  to  examine.  The  answer  of 
Mr.  Hurst  is  in  a  high  and  determined  tone.  He  doea  not 
deny,  that  there  are  some  instances  of  abuse  of  power. 
'^  But  I  ask,"  (says  he,)  '^  what  autkorify  can  guard  againal 
the  conduct  of  individuals ;  but  that  a  single  instance  cannot 
be  brought  of  a  general  depravity."  Your  conunittee  have 
reason  to  believe  these  coercive  measures  to  have  been  verj 
general,  though  employed  according  to  the  degree  of  I08iat^• 
ance  opposed  to  the  monopoly;  for  we  find  at  one 'time  tiie 
whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  involved  in  the  general  servitude. 
But  it  appears  very  extraordinary,  that  nouung  but  the  act- 
ual prpoi  of  a  general  abuse  could  affect  a  practice,  the  very> 
principle  of  which  tends  to  make  the  coercion  as  general  |Mi 
the  trade.  Mr.  Hurst's  reflection  concerning  the  abuse  of 
authority  is  just ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  altogether  inappli* 
cable,  because  the  complaint  was  not  of  the  abuse,  but  of  the 
use  of  authority  in  matters  of  trade,  which  ought  to  have 
been  free.  He  throws  out  a  variety  of  invidious  reflections 
against  the  council,  as  if  thev  wanted  zeal  for  the  Compan^s 
service ;  his  justification  of  his  practices,  and  his  declaration 
of  his  resolution  to  persevere  in  them,  are  firm  and  detei^ 
mined ;  asserting  the  right  and  policy  of  such  restraints,  and 
laying  down  a  rule  for  his  conduct  at  the  factory,  which,  he 
says,  will  give  no  cause  of  just  complaint  to  private  traders. 
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He  adds,  "  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  have  hitherto  pro- 
vided investments,  and  it  cannot  turn  to  my  interest  to  pre- 
clude them  now,  though  I  must  ever  think  it  my  duty  to 
combat  the  private  views  of  individuals,  who  set  the7nselves  up 
as  competitors  under  that  very  body,  under  whose  licence 
and  indulgence  only  they  can  derive  their  privilege  of  trade : 
all  I  contend  for  is  the  same  influence  my  employers  have 
ever  had."  He  ends  by  declining  any  reply  to  any  of  their 
future  references  of  this  nature. 

The  whole  of  this  extraordinary  letter  is  inserted  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  51 ;  and  Mr.  Eouse's  Minute  of  Observations 
upon  it  in  Appendix,  No.  52,  fully  refuting  the  few  pretexts 
aUeged  in  that  extraordinary  performance  in  support  of  the 
trade  by  influence  and  authority.  Mr.  Holland,  one  of  the 
counsel,  joined  Mr.  Eouse  in  opinion,  that  a  letter  to  the 
purport  of  that  Minute  should  be  written ;  but  they  were 
overruled  by  Messrs.  Purling,  Hogarth,  and  Shakespeare,  who 
passed  a  resolution  to  defer  sending,  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hurst, 
and  none  was  ever  sent.  Thus  they  gave  countenance  to 
the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter,  as  well  as  to  the  mis- 
chievous practices  which  must  inevitably  arise  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  power.  Some  temporary  and  partial  relief  was 
given  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Mr.  Eouse ;  but,  he  shortly 
after  removing  from  that  government,  all  complaints  were 
dropped. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  during  the  long  and  warm  contest 
between  the  Company's  agents  and  the  dealers  of  Dacca,  the 
board  of  trade  seem  to  have  taken  a  decided  part  against  the 
latter.  They  allow  some  sort  of  justice  in  the  complaints  of 
the  manufacturers  with  regard  to  low  valuation,  and  other 
particulars :  but  they  a^y,  that,  "  although  (during  the  time 
of  pre-emption)  it  appears  that  the  weavers  were  not  allowed 
the  same  liberty  of  selling  to  individuals  they  before  enjoyed, 
our  opinion  on  the  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have 
originated  upon  the  premeditated  designs  of  the  del^ls  [fac- 
tors or  brokers]  to  thwart  the  new  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
Company's  business,  and  to  render  themselves  necessary ^ 
They  say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the 
dissatismctions  and  difficulties  of  the  weavers :  "  that  they 
are  owing  to  the  delals,  whose  aim  it  is  to  be  employed.''^ 

This  desire  of  being  employed,  and  of  rendering  themselves 
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necessary,  in  men,  whose  only  btudness  it  is  to  be  employed 
in  trade,  is  considered  by  tbe  gentlemen  of  the  board  m  no 
trivial  offence ;  and  accordingly  tbey  dedaire,  **  Hbej  .batre 
established  it  as  an  invaruUde  rule,  that^  whateper  d/^fittimag 
there  might  be  in  the  Dacca  investment,  no  pnxdiasa  of  tiis 
manufactures  of  iihat  quarter  shall  be  made  fiir  aooount  of 
the  Company  from  private  merchants.  We  have  piksaed  tins 
resolutibn,  which  we  deem  of  importance,  from  a  perraaldon, 
that  private  merchants  are  often  indueed  to  make  adivaiieea 
for  Dacca  goods,  not  by  the  ordinary  chance  of  aale^  bfot 
merely  from  «n  expectanon  of  disposing  of  them  at  aa  en* 
hanced  price  to  the  Company,  against  uAom  a  rbfoM^  la  br 
this  manner  encouraged ;"  and  they  say,  ''that  they  intenbd 
to  observe  the  same  rule  with  respect  to  the  inveatment  of 
other  of  the  &ctories,  from  whence  simQar  oomplainta  msf 
come.** 

/  This  positive  rule  is'  opposed  to  the  positive  .direotiona  ct 
the  Company  to  employ  those  obnoxious  persons  by  prefer- 
ence. How  far  this  violent  use  of  authority,  for  the  porpoae 
of  destroying  rivalship^  has  succeeded  in  reducii^  the  price 
of  goods  to  the  Company,  has  been  made  mamfiBat  by  tiie 
facts  before  stated  in  then*  place. 

The  recriminatory  charges  of  the  Company's  agents  on 
the  native  merchants  have  made  very  little  impression  on 
your  committee.  "We  have  nothing  m  favour  of  them,  but 
the  assertion  of  a  party  powerful  and  interested.  In  sudi  ' 
cases  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  your  committee  are  led 
irresistibly  to  attach  abuse  to  power,  and  to  presume,  that 
suffering  and  hardship  are  more  likely  to  attend  on  weak- 
ness, than  that  any  combination  of  unprotected  individuals 
is  of  force  to  prevail  over  influenie,  power,  wealth,  and 
authority.  The  complaints  of  the  native  merchants  ousfat 
not  to  have  been  treated  in  anv  of  those  modes  in  which 
they  were  then  treated.  And  when  men  are  in  the  situation 
of  complainants  against  imbounded  power,  their  abandoning 
their  suit  is  far  from  a  full  and  clear  proof  of  their  complaints 
being  groundless.  It  is  not  because  redress  has  been  rm- 
dered  impracticable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  nor  is 
the  despair  of  sufferers  any  alleviation  of  their  afflictions.  A 
review  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  complaints 
made  by  the  native  merchants  in  that  province  is  so  essential 
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for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  of  the  commercial  administra- 
tion, and  the  real  condition  of  those  concerned  in  trade 
there,  that  your  committee,  observing  the  records  on  this 
subject,  and  at  this  period,  full  of  them,  could  not  think 
themselyes  justifiable  in  not  stating  them  to  the  House. 

Tour  committee  have  found  many  heavy  xjharges  of  op- 
pression against  Mr.  !3arwell,  whilst  factory-chief  at  Dacca ; 
which  oppressions  are  stated  to  have  continued,  and'  even  to 
have  been  aggravated  on  complaiat  at  Calcutta.  These  com- 
plaints appear  in  several  Memorials  presented  to  the  supreme 
council  of  Calcutta,  of  which  Mr.  JBarweU  was  a  member. 
They  appeared  yet  more  fully  and  more  strongly  in  a  bill  in 
chancery,  filed  in  the  supreme  court,  which  was  afterwards 
recorded  before  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors. 

Tour  committee,  struck  with  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  these  charges,  and  finding,  that  with  regard  to  those  be- 
fore the  council  no  regular  investigation  has  ever  taken 
place ;  and  finding  also,  that  Mr.  Barwell  had  asserted,  in  a 
minute  of  council,  that  he  had  given  a  full  answer  to  the  al- 
legations in  that  bill,  ordered  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  be  laid 
before  your  committee,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  state 
to  the  House,  how  far  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  full ;  how 
&r  the  charges  were  denied  as  to  the  fact ;  or,  where  the 
fects  might  be  admitted,  what  justification  was  set  up.  It 
appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  trade  and  the  merchants  of  that  great  city  and 
district. 

The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has  informed  your 
committee,  that  no  copy  of  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the 
India  House ;  nor  has  your  committee  been  able  to  discover, 
that  any  has  been  transmitted.  On  this  failure,  your  com- 
mittee ordered  an  application  to  be  made  to  Mr.  !Barwell  for 
a  copy  of  his  answer  to  the  biU,  and  any  other  information 
with  which  he  might  be  furnished  with  regard  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Barwell,  after  reciting  the  above  letter,  returned  in 
answer  what  follows : 

"  Whether  the  records  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature 
are  lodged  at  the  India  House,  I  am  ignorant,  but  on  those 
records  iny  answer  is  certainly  to  be  found.  At  this  distance 
of  time,  1  am  sorry  I  cannot  from  memory  recover  the  cir- 
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cumstanoes  of  this  afiair ;  bat  this  I  kaow,  that  the  bill  did 
receive  a  complete  answer,  and  the  people  the  Mlest  satis- 
faction ;  nor  IS  it  necessaiy  for  nte  1k>  remark  on  the  state  of 
parties  at  that  time  in  Beneal;  eonld  pai^  hare  brooffht  fn^ 
ward  anjpar&de  of  that  bul,  snppovted  uy  $aaj  Toeiib&iwt 
The  principle,  that  introdnoed  it  in  the'prooeedingB  of  Ae 
governor-general  and  council,  wonld  likewise  ha?e  gifsm  tiie 
verification  of  that  one  circumstonoe,  whatever  tliat  inig^ 
have  been.  As  I  generallj  att^d  in  mj  place  in  the  HotUK^ 
I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  sot  invitaoon  of  the  g&o&Bmm 
of  the  committee  to  attend  their  investigations  upHrtain, 
with  eveiy  information  and  light  in  mj  power  to  give  them. 

''  St.  James's  Square,  15th  April,  1783." 

Your  committee  considered,  that  with  i^;ard  to  ihe  mat- 
ter charged  in  the  several  petitions  to  the  boaid,  no  sort  of/ 
specific  answer, had  been  given  at  the  time  and  place  whegre 
they  were  made,  and  when  and  where  the  parties  might  be 
examined  and  confronted.  It  was  considered  also,  that  the 
bill  had  been  transmitted  with  other  papers  relating  to  the 
same  matter  to  the  court  of  directors  with  the^  knowledge 
and  consent  of  Mr.  Barwell ;  and  that  he  states,  that  his 
answer  had  been  filed,  and  no.  proceedings  had  upon  it  &at 
eighteen  months.  In  that  situation  it  was  thought  some- 
thing extraordinary,  that  no  care  was  taken  by  him  to  trans* 
mit  so  essential  a  paper  as  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no 
copy  of  it  in  his  hani. 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficulty,  thought  themselvee 
obliged  to  decline  any  verbal  explanation  from  the  person, 
who  is  defendant  in  the  suit,  relative  to  matters,  which  on 
the  part  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  record,  and  to  leave 
the  whole  matter,  as  it  is  charged,  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House  to  determine  how  far  it  may  be  worthy  of  a  fiirther 
inquirv,  or  how  far  they  may  admit  such  allegations  as  your 
committee  could  not  think  themselves  justified  in  receiving. 

To  this  effect  your  commiittee  ordered  a  letter  to  be  writ- 
ten to  IMr.  Barwell ;  from  whom  they  received  the  following 
answer : 

"Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  17thi  I  must  re^ 
quest  the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  select  committee,  that 
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I  expect  from  their  justice,  on  any  matter  of  public  record, 
in  which  I  am  personally  to  be  brought  forward  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  that  they  will  at  the  same  time  point  out  to 
the  House  what  part  of  such  matter  has  been  verified,  and 
what  parts  have  not,  nor  ever  were,  attempted  to  be  verified, 
though  introduced  in  debate  and  entered  on  the  records  of 
the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal.  I  am  anxious 
the  information  should  be  complete,  or  the  House  will  not  be 
competent  to  judge ;  and  if  it  is  complete  it  will  preclude  all 
explanation  as  unnecessary.    , 

"  I  am.  Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EiCH.  Baewell. 
"St.  James's  Square,  22nd  April,  1783. 

"  P.  S.  As  I  am  this  moment  returned  from  the  country,  1 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  be  earlier  in  acknowledging  your 
letter  of  the  17th." 

Your  committee  applied  to  Mr.  Barwell  to  communicate 
any  papers,  which  might  tend  to  the  elucidation  of  matters 
before  them,  in  which  he  was  concerned.  This  he  has  de- 
clined to  do.  Tour  committee  conceive,  that  under  the 
orders  of  the  House  they  are  by  no  means  obliged  to  make  a 
complete  state  of  all  the  evidence,  which  may  tend  to  crimi- 
nate, or  exculpate,  every  person,  whose  transactions  they 
may  find  it  expedient  to  report;  this,  if  not  especially 
ordered,  has  not  hitherto  been,  as  they  apprehend,  the  usage 
of  any  committee  of  this  House.  It  is  not  for  your  commit- 
tee, but  for  the  discretion  of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and  for 
the  wisdom  of  the  House  to  institute,  such  proceedings  as 
may  tend  finally  to  condemn  or  acquit.  The  reports  of  your 
committee  are  no  charges,  though  they  may  possibly  furnish 
matter  for  charge ;  and  no  representations  or  observations  of 
theirs  can  either  clear  or  convict  on  any  proceeding,  which 
may  hereafter  be  grounded  on  the  facts  which  they  produce 
to  the  House.  Their  opinions  are  not  of  a  judicial  nature. 
Tour  committee  has  taken  abundant  care,  that  every  import- 
ant fact  in  their  report  should  be  attended  with  the  authority 
for  it,  either  in  the  course  of  their  reflections,  or  in  the  Ap- 
pendix; to  report  everything  upon  every  subject  before 
them,  which  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  Company, 
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would  be  to  transcribe,  and  in  the  eivent  to  prints  dmoifelkii" 
whole  of  those  Toluminoiis  papers.  The  matter,  wincbt  jy^ 
pears  before  them,  is,  in  a  simunaty  manner,  this:       "V     •> 

The  Dacca  merchfloits  b^in  hy  comidain^y  'OuA  m'Hoi' 
vember,  1778,  !&.  Biohard  BarweQ,  then  diief  of  DmotmihUt 
deprived  them,  of  their  employment  and  means  of  mmUJ 
ence;  that  he  had  extorted  from  them  4A^iM  Areot  npesv 
(£4731)  by  the  terror  of  his  threaten  by  hmg  imprisomiMnl^- 
and  cruel  confinement  in  the  stocks ;  that  .afterwai^  tbef 
were  confined  in  a  small  room  near  theftctoiT  gate^undtar^ 
guard  of  sepoys ;  that  their  food  was  stoppecf,  and  theijr  xtfi* 
mained  stamnjc;  a  whole  divf ;  that  they  were  not  permittod 
to  take  their  food  till  next  day  at  noon,  and  were  again 
brought  ba<d:  to  the  same  confinement,  in  which  ther  wwe 
continued  for  six  days,  and  were  not  set  at  liberty  nnm  tibflj|r 
had  given  Mr.  Barwell's  banyan  a  certificate  for  fortr  tiuwh 
sand  rupees ;  that  in  July,  1774,  when  Mr.  BarweU  nadLlBft  , 
Dacca,  they  went  to  Calcutta  to  seekiustice ;  that  Mr.  fiuv  * 
well  confined  them  in  his  house  at  Calcutta,  and  sent  tikm 
back  under  a  guard  of  Peons  to  Dacca ;  that  in  December, 
1774,  on  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Europe,  they  re- 
turned to  Calcutta,  and  preferred  their  complaint  t6  the  mh 
preme  court  of  judicature. 

The  bill  in  chancery  filed  against  Bichard  BarweQ,  John. 
Shakespeare,  and  others,  contains  a  minute  specification  of 
the  various  acts  of  per9onal  cruelty,  said  to  be  practised  by 
Mr.  Barwell's  orders,  to  extort  money  fix>m  these  people. 
Amon^  other  acts  of  a  similar  nature,  he  is  charged  witii  nsv* 
ing  ordered  the  appraiser  of  %he  Companv's  cloths,  who  was 
an  old  man,  and  who  asserts  that  he  had  faithfully  served  the 
Company  above  sixteen  years  without  the  least  censure  on 
his  conduct^  to  be  severely  flogged  without  reason. 

In  the  manner  of  confining  the  del&ls  with  ten  of  their 
servants,  it  is  charged  on  him  that,  "  when  he  first  ordered 
them  to  be  put  into  the  stocks,  it  was  at  a  time  when  the 
weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  very  heavy,  with- 
out allowing  them  the  least  covering  for  their  heads  or  any. 
part  of  their  bodv,  or  anything  to  raise  them  firom  the  wet 
ground ;  in  which  condition  they  were  continued  for  maiqr 
hours,  until  the  said  Bichard  Barwell  thought  proper  to  re- 
move them  into  a  far  worse  state,  if  possibk,  as  if  studying 
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to  exercise  the  most  cruel  acts  of  barbarity  on  them,  &c. — 
And  that  during  their  imprisonment  they  were  frequently 
carried  to,  and  tortured  in,  the  stocks,  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  when  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun  was  insupportable, 
notwithstanding  which  they  were  denied  the  least  covering." 
These  men  assert,  that  they  had  served  the  Company  without 
blame  for  thirW  years — a  period  commencing  long  before  the 
power  of  the  Company  in  India. 

It  was  no  slight  aggravation  of  this  severity,  that  the  ob- 
jects were  not  young,  nor  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  who 
might,  by  the  vigour  of  their  constitutions,  or  by  the  habits 
of  hardship,  be  enabled  to  bear  up  against  treatment  so  fuU 
of  rigour.  They  were  aged  persons.  They  were  men  of  a 
reputable  profession. 

The  account  given  by  these  merchants  of  their  first  journey 

to  Calcutta,  in  July,  1774,  is  circumstantial  and  remarkable. 

They  say,  "  that,  on  their  arrival,  to  their  astonishment,  they 

soon  learned,  that  the  governor,  who  had  formerly  been  vio' 

kntly  enraged  against  the  said  Richard  Barwellfor  different 

in^roprieties  in  his  conduct,  was  noio  reconcile  J  to  him ;  and 

that,  ever  since  there  was  a  certainty  of  his  Majesty'' s  appoitit- 

ments  taking  place  in  India,  from  being  the  most  inveterate 

enemies  they  were  now  become  the  most  intimate  friends  ;  and 

that  this  account  soon  taught  them  to  believe  they  were  not  any 

nearer  justice  from  their  journey  to  Calcutta,  than  they  had 

been  before  at  Dacca. ^^ 

When  this  bill  of  complaint  was,  in  1776,  laid  before  the 
council,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  coiu*t  of  directors,  Mr. 
Barwell  complained  of  the  introduction  of  such  a  paper, 
and  asserted,  that  he  had  answered  to  every  particular  of  it 
on  oath  about  eighteen  months,  and  that,  during  this  long 
period,  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  controvert,  refute,  or  even 
to  reply  to  it. 

He  did  not,  However,  think  it  proper  to  enter  his  answer 
on  the  records  along  with  the  bill,  of  whose  introduction  he 
complained. 

On  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  BarweU  in  his  Minute 
(September,  1776)  your  committee  observe,  that,  considering 
him  only  as  an  individual  imder  prosecution  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, it  might  be  sufficient  for  him  to  exhibit  his  defence  in 
the  court  where  he  was  accused ;  but  that,  as  a  member  of 
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govenmifiiit,  speoifkiaUy  charged  1^  jrgoifWDniaqI 

with  atmamff  the  powers  oC  1  Ae^'iaa.hYmegkmndinm 
maimer,  am  for  purposes  (m  railage)  big^cxKriq^CM 
cnmixial,  it  apj^ears  to  your  o  mittee  Wvlf  soflUenl  At 
say  that  he  IumL  answered  <  i  are.  !)QJaiQlMePlSMtojB 
before  the  court  of  directo  to  whon-l^  miactioii  ot  m 
conduct  in  that  situatiozi,  9  utioa  of  tiie  ld||^he«|  pinw 
and  trust,  was  as  much  at  lei  a^mMjoiLof  sMe^  ip^aiiih 
ter  of  redress  to  be  s<  the  discieiaoiiy  oayieite  q 

perseyerance  of  i^diyiaums.  jxur.  Barwell  migk^  jpoaribi^  bi 
generous  enough  to  take  no  advantage  of  his  enunavt  a^taft- 
tion;  but  these  unfortunate  people  would  niher  look  to  U 
power  than  his  disposition.  In  genend,  a  mm  so  (mnm 
stanced,  and  so  changed,  (though  we  do  not  knqfw  thja  to  bi 
the  case  with  Mr.  Barwdl,)  might  easily  eoatEm^  bjr  legal 
advantages,  to  escape.  The  plaintift  being  at  a  great  wtayM 
from  the  seat  of  government,  andpossibly  aflfootod  by  ftw  01 
fatigue,  or  seeing  the  impossibility  of  sustaining  wilk  fhc 
ruins  d  fortunes,  never  perhaps  very  opulent,  a  suit  agabial 
wealth,  power,  and  influence,  a  compromise  might  even  Met 
place,  in  which  circumstances  might  make  the  complaiiianto 
gladly  acquiesce.  But  the  public  injury  is  not  in  the  least  i^ 
paired  by  the  acquiescence  of  individuals,  as  it  touched  the 
honour  of  the  very  highest  parts  of  government.  In  tiie 
opinion  of  your  committee  some  means  ought  to  hav^  been 
taken  to  bring  the  bUl  to  a  discussion  on  the  merits ;  on 
supposing  that  such  decree  could  not  be  obtained  by  reason 
cf  any  £Emure  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiAi  soiue 
process,  official  or  juridicfu,  ought  to  have  been  instituted 
against  them,  which  might  prove  them  guilty  of  slander  and 
defamation  in  as  authentic  a  manner  as  they  had  made  their 
charge,  before  the  council  as  well  as  the  court. 

By  the  determination  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  the  resolutionB  of 
the  board  of  trade,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended,  that  the 
native  mercantile  interest  must  be  ezceedmgly  reduced.  The 
above-mentioned  resolutions  ^i  the  board  of  trade,  if  eief 
cuted  in  their  rigour,  must  almost  inevitably  accomplish  its 
ruin.  The  subsequent  transactions  are  covered  with  an 
obscurity  which  your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  difr 
pel.  All  which  they  can  collect,  but  that  by  no  means  dis- 
tinctly, is,  that  as  tnose  who  trade  for  the  Company  in  tibic 
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artides  of  inyestment,  may  also  trade  for  themselves  in  the 
same  artddes,  the  old  opportunities  of  confounding  the 
capacities  must  remain ;  and  all  the  oppressions,  by  which 
this  confusion  has  been  attended.  G[lie  Company's  invest- 
ments, as  the  general  letter  from  Bengal  of  the  20th  of 
November,  1776,  par.  28,  states  the  matter,  "  are  never  at  a 
stand;  advances  are  made,  aud  goods  are  received  all  the 
year  round."  Balances,  the  grand  instrument  of  oppression, 
naturally  accumulate  on  poor  manufacturers  who  are  in- 
trosted  with  money.  Where  there  is  not  a  vigorous  rival- 
ship  not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged,  it  is  impossible  ever 
to  redeem  the  manufacturers  from  the  servitude  induced  by 
those  unpaid  balances. 

No  such  rivalship  does  exist:  the  policy  practised  and 
avowed  is  directly  against  it.  The  reason  assigned  in  the 
board  of  trade's  letter  of  the  28th  of  November,  1778,  for  its 
making  their  advances  early  in  the  season,  is,  to  prevent  the 
foreign  merchants  and  private  traders  interfering  with  the 
purchase  of  their  (the  Company's)  assortments.  "  They  also 
refer  to  the  means  taken  to  prevent  this  interference  in 
their  letter  of  the  26th  January,  1779."  It  is  impossible, 
that  the  small  part  of  the  trade  should  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  those,  who  with  the  name  and  authority  of  the  governing 
persons  have  such  extensive  contracts  in  their  hands.  It 
appears  in  evidence,  that  natives  can  hardly  trade  to  the 
best  advantage  (your  committee  doubt  whether  they  can 
trade  to  any  advantage  at  all)  if  not  joined  with  or  counten- 
anced by  British  subjects.  The  directors  were,  in  1775,  so 
strongly  impressed  with  this  notion,  and  conceived  the  native 
merchants  to  have  been  even  then  reduced  to  so  low  a  state, 
that  notwithstanding  the  Company's  earnest  desire  of  giving 
them  a  preference,  they  "  doubt  whether  there  are  at  this 
time  in  Bengal  native  merchants  possessed  of  property  ade- 
quate to  such  undertaking,  or  of  credit  and  responsibility 
sufficient  to  make  it  safe  and  prudent  to  trust  them  with 
such  sums  as  might  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  with  the  Company." 

The  effect  which  so  long  continued  a  monopoly,  followed 
by  a  pre-emption,  and  then  by  partial  preferences  supported 
by  power,  must  necessarily  have  in  weakening  the  mercantile 
capital,  and  disabling  the  merchants  from  all  undertakings  of 
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magnitude,  is  but  too  visible.  However,  aw  mm  of  imdaiv 
standing  and  credit  does  not  believe  the  capitals  of  tihe  xu- 
tives  to  be  yet  so  reduced  as  to  disable  them  tram  partaking 
in  the  trad&,  if  they  were  otherwise  able  to  put  themaelyeB  on 
an  equal  footing  with  Europeans. 

The  difficulties  at  the  outset  will  however  be  odnsideraUe. 
For  the  long  continuance  of  abuse  has  in  some  measciTe  codp 
formed  the  whole  trade  of  the  coimtrj  to  its  Mae  princinle. 
To  make  a  sudden  change,  therefore,  might  destroy  the  few 
advantages,  which  attend  any  trade,  without  securing  tiliosdy 
which  must  flow  from  one  established  upon  sound  mercantile 
principles,  whenever  such  a  trade  can  be  established.  The 
lact  is,  that  the  forcible  direction,  which  the  trade  of  India 
has  had  towards  Europe,  to  the  neglect,  or  rather  to  the 
total  abandoning,  of  the  Asiatic,  has  of  itself  tended  to  cany 
even  the  internal  business  from  the  native  merchant.  The 
revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hanJbi  is  of  absolute  neoessitv ; 
but  your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  it  will  rather  be  the 
effect  of  a  regular  progressive  course  of  endeavours  for  that 
purpose,  than  of  any  one  regulation,  however  wisely  con- 
ceived. 

After  this  examination  into  the  condition  of  the  trade  and 
traders  in  the  principal  articles  provided  for  the  investment 
to  Europe,  your  committee  proceeded  to  take  into  consider- 
ation those  articles,  the  produce  of  which,  afber  sale  in  Ben- 
gal, is  to  form  a  part  of  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  other 
articles  of  investment,  or  to  make  a  part  of  it  in  kind.  These 
are,  Ist,  Opium ;  2ndly,  Saltpetre ;  and  3rdly,  Salt.  These  are 
all  monopolized. 

OPIUM. 

The  first  of  the  internal  authorized  monopolies  is  that  of 
opium.  This  drug,  extracted  from  a  species  of  the  poppy, 
is  of  extensive  consumption  in  most  of  the  Eastern  marEete. 
The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Bahar :  in  Ben- 
gal it  is  of  an  inferior  sort,  though  of  late  it  has  been 
improved.  This  monopoly  is  to  be  traced  to  the  very  origin 
of  our  influence  in  Bengal.  It  is  stated  to  have  begun  at 
Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  it  received  no  consider' 
able  degree  of  strength  or  consistence  until  the  year  1765 ; 
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-when  the  acquisition  of  the  Diianny.  opened  a  wide  field  for 
all  projects  of  this  nature.  It  was  then  adopted,  and  owned  as 
a  resource  for  persons  in  office ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  the 
civil  servants  of  the  Patna  factory,  and  for  their  own  benefit. 
The  policy  was  justified  on  the  usual  principles  on  which 
monopolies  are  supported,  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the  com- 
modity, to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  state  of  the 
country :  the  security  against  adulteration ;  the  prevention 
of  the  excessive  home  consumption  of  a  pernicious  drug ;  the 
stopping  an  excessive  competition,  which  by  an  over-propor- 
tioned supply  would  at  length  destroy  the  market  abroad ; 
the  inability  of  the  cultivator  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and 
precarious  culture  without  a  large  advance  of  capital ;  and 
lastly,  the  incapacity  of  private  merchants  to  supply  that 
capital  on  the  feeble  security  of  wretched  farmers. 

These  were  the  principal  topics  on  which  the  monopoly 
was  supported.  The  last  topic  leads  to  a  serious  consider- 
ation on  the  state  of  the  country ;  for  in  pushing  it  the  gen- 
tlemen argued,  that,  in  case  such  private  merchants  should 
advance  the  necessary  capital,  the  lower  cultivators  "  would 
get  Ynoney  in  abundance. ^^  Admitting  this  fact,  it  seems  to 
be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  monopoly  to  prevent  the  cul- 
tivator from  obtaining  the  natural  fruits  of  his  labour.  Deal- 
ing with  a  private  merchant  he  could  not  get  money  in  abund- 
ance, unless  his  commodity  could  procure  an  abundant 
profit.  ITurther  reasons,  relative  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  province,  were  assigned  for  thus  preventing  the  course 
of  trade  from  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  advantages  of 
the  produce,  in  which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  most  la- 
borious producer  ought  to  have  his  first  share.  The  cultivat- 
ors (they  add)  would  squander  part  of  the  money,  and  not 
be  able  to  complete  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  law  suits, 
and  even  battles,  would  ensue  between  the  factors,  contend- 
ing for  a  deficient  produce  ;  and  the  farmers  would  discourage 
the  culture  of  an  object,  which  brought  so  much  disturbance 
into  their  districts.  The  competition,  the  operation  of  which 
they  endeavour  to  prevent,  is  the  natural  corrective  of  the 
abuse,  and  the  best  remedy  which  could  be  applied  to  the 
disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable  existence. 

Upon    whatever  reasons  or  pretences  the  monopoly  of 
opium  was  supported,  the  real  motive  appears  to  be  the  pro- 
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fit  of  those,  who  were  in  hopes  to  be  concerned  in  it.  As 
these  profits  promised  to  be  very  considerable,  at  length  it 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Company ;  and  after  many  dis- 
cussions, and  various  plans  of  application,  it  was  at  length 
taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  ordered 
to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  goods  for  their  inyest- 
ment. 

In  the  year  1773  it  had  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
council  of  Patna,  and  leased  to  two  of  the  natives ;  but  for  a 
year  only.  The  contractors  were  to  supply  a  certain  quantity 
of  opium  at  a  given  price.  Half  the  vsdue  was  to  be  paid  to 
those  contractors  in  advance,  and  the  other  half  on  the  de- 
livery. 

The  proceedings  on  this  contract  demonstrated  the  futility 
of  all  the  principles,  on  which  the  monopoly  was  founded. 
The  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  were  obliged,  by  heavy 
duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the  right  of  emption  of  foreign 
opium  to  the  contractors  for  the  home  produce,  to  check  the 
influx  of  that  commodity  from  the  territories  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  and  the  Eajah  of  Benares.  In  these  countries  no 
monopoly  existed  ;  and  yet  there  the  commodity  was  of  such 
a  quality  and  so  abundant,  as  to  bear  the  duty,  and  even 
with  the  duty  in  some  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in 
his  own  market.  There  was  no  complaint  in  those  countries 
of  want  of  advances  to  cultivators,  or  of  law  suits  and 
tumults  among  the  factors ;  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of 
the  multitude  of  other  evils,  which  had  been  so  much  dreaded 
from  the  vivacity  of  competition. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precautions  inserted  in 
this  contract,  and  repeated  in  all  the  subsequent,  strongly 
indicated  the  evils,  against  which  it  is  extremely  difficult,  u 
not  impossible,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  this  nature,  and  in 
that  country.  Por  in  the  first  contract  entered  into  with 
the  two  natives,  it  was  strictly  forbidden  to  compel  the  ten- 
ants to  the  cultivation  of  this  drug.  Indeed,  very  shocking 
rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  they  were  aggravated  by  an 
opinion  universally  prevalent,  that  even  in  the  season  imme- 
diately following  that  dreadful  famine,  which  swept  off  one- 
third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  several  of  the  poorer 
farmers  were  compelled  to  plough  up  the  fields  they  had 
sown  with  grain,  in  order  to  plant  them  with  poppies  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  engrossers  of  opium.  This  opinion  grew  into  a 
strong  presumption,  when  it  was  seen,  that  in  the  next  yeir 
the  produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  what  might  he  naturallj 
expected  in  a  year  following  such  a  dearth)  was  nearly 
doubled.  It  is  true,  that,  when  the  quantity  of  land  neces- 
sary for  the  production  of  the  largest  quantity  of  opium  is 
considered,  it  is  not  just  to  attribute  that  famine  to  these 
practices,  nor  to  any,  that  were  or  could  be  used :  yet,  where 
such  practices  did  prevail,  they  must  have  been  very  oppress- 
ive to  individuals,  extremely  insulting  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  must  tend  to  bring  great  and  deserved  discredit 
on  the  British  government.  The  English  are  a  people,  who 
appear  in  India  as  a  conquering  nation ;  all  deahng  with 
them  is  therefore,  more  or  less,  a  dealing  with  power.  It  is 
such  when  they  trade  on  a  private  account ;  and  it  is  much 
more  so  in  any  unauthorized  monopoly,  where  the  hand  of 
government,  which  ought  never  to  appear  but  to  protect,  is 
felt  as  the  instrument  in  every  act  of  oppression.  Abuses 
must  exist  in  a  trade  and  a  revenue  so  constituted,  and  there 
is  no  effectual  cure  for  them  but  to  entirely  cut  off  their 
cause. 

Things  continued  in  this  train,  until  the  great  revolution 
in  the  Company's  government  was  wrought  by  the  regulat- 
ing act  of  the  thirteenth  of  the  king.  In  1775  the  new 
council-general,  appointed  by  the  act,  took  this  trouble- 
some business  again  into  consideration.  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  expressed  such  strong 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this,  and  of  all  other  monopolies, 
that  the  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  year  following,  left 
the  council  at  liberty  to  throw  the  trade  open,  under  a  duty, 
if  they  should  find  it  practicable.  But  Q-eneral  Clavering, 
who  most  severely  censured  monopoly  in  general,  thought, 
that  this  monopoly  ought  to  be  retained ;  but  for  a  reason, 
which  shows  his  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the 
country  ;  for  he  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power  and 
influence  which  must  attend  British  subjects  in  all  their 
transactions,  that  monopoly  could  be  avoided ;  and  he  pre- 
ferred an  avowed  monopoly,  which  brought  benefit  to  go- 
vernment, to  a  virtual  engrossing,  attended  with 
Srofit  only  to  individuals.  But  in  this  opinion  he  S^cfe's  plan 
id  not  seem  to  be  joined  by  Mr.  Prancis,  who  ^  Appendix, 
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No.  14  to  the  thought  the  suppression  of  this  and  of  all  mono- 
seiect  Com-  polles  to  be  practicable ;  and  strongly  recommend- 
Report?  ed  their  abolition  in  a  plan  sent  to  the  court  of 

directors  the  year  following. 

The  council,  however,  submitting  to  the  opinion  of  this 
necessity,  endeavoured  to  render  that  dubious  engagement 
as  beneficial  as  possible  to  the  Company.  They  began  by 
putting  up  the  contract  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  pro- 
posals were  to  be  sealed.  When  the  seals  came  to  be 
opened,  a  very  extraordinary  scene  appeared.  Every  step  in 
this  business  develops  more  and  more  the  effect  of  this  junc- 
tion of  public  monopoly  and  private  influence.  Four  English 
and  eight  natives  were  candidates  for  the  contract ;  three  of 
the  English  far  out-bid  the  eight  natives.  They  who  con- 
sider that  the  natives,  from  their  superior  dexterity,  from 
their  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  business,  and  from 
their  extreme  industry,  vigilance,  and  parsimony,  are  'gener- 
ally an  over-match  for  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  must 
ultimately  be,  employed  by  them  in  all  transactions  whatso- 
ever, will  find  it  very  extraordinary,  that  they  did  not  by  the 
best  offers  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.  It  can  be  at- 
tributed to  this  cause,  and  this  only,  that  they  were  con- 
scious, that  without  power  and  influence  to  subdue  the  culti- 
vators of  the  land  to  their  own  purposes,  they  never  could 
afford  to  engage  on  the  lowest  possible  terms.  Those  whose 
power  entered  into  the  calculation  of  their  profits,  could 
offer,  as  they  did  offer,  terms  without  comparison  better; 
and  tlierefore  one  of  the  English  bidders,  without  partiality, 
secured  the  preference. 

The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Grifiiths,  was  pro- 
longed from  year  to  year  ;  and  as  during  that  time  frequent 
complaints  were  made  by  him  to  the  council-board  on  the 
principle,  that  the  years  answered  very  differently,  and  that 
the  business  of  one  year  ran  into  the  other,  reasons  or  ex- 
cuses were  furnished  for  giving  the  next  contract  to  Mr. 
Mackenzie  for  three  years.  This  tliird  contract  was  not  put 
up  to  auction  as  the  second  had  been,  and  as  this  ought  to 
have  been.  The  terms  were  indeed  something  better  for  the 
Company ;  and  the  engagement  was  subject  to  qualifica- 
tions, which,  though  tliey  did  not  remove  the  objection  to 
the  breach  of  the  Company's  orders,  prevented  the  hands  of 
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the  directors  from  being  tied  up.  A  proviso  was  inserted 
in  the  contract,  that  it  should  not  be  in  anywise  binding,  if 
the  Company  by  orders  from  home  should  alter  the  existing 
practice  with  regard  to  such  dealing. 

"Whilst  these  things  were  going  on,  the  evils,  which  this 
monopoly  was,  in  show  and  pretence,  formed  to  prevent,  still 
existed;  and  those  which  were  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  a  monopoly  existed  too.  Complaints  were  made  of  the 
bad  quality  x)f  the  opium ;  trials  were  made,  and  on  those 
trials  the  opium  was  found  faulty.  An  office  of  inspection 
at  Calcutta,  to  ascertain  its  goodness,  was  established ;  and 
directions  given  to  the  provincical  councils  at  the  places  of 
growth  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  commodity 
transmitted  to  the  presidency. 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagement  in  the  contract 
strictly  prohibiting  all  compulsory  culture  of  the  poppy,  in- 
formation was  given  to  a  member  of  the  council-general,  that 
fields  green  with  rice  had  been  forcibly  ploughed  up  to  make 
way  for  that  plant ;  and  that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of 
several  English  gentlemen,  who  beheld  the  spectacle  with  a 
just  and  natural  indignation.  The  board,  struck  with  this 
representation,  ordered  the  council  of  Patna  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  the  fact ;  but  your  committee  can  find  no  return 
whatsoever  to  this  order.  The  complaints  were  not  solely  on 
the  part  of  the  cultivators  against  the  contractor.  The  con- 
tractor for  opium  made  loud  complaints  against  the  inferior 
collectors  of  the  landed  revenue,  stating  their  undue  and 
vexatious  exactions  from  the  cultivators  of  opium;  their 
throwing  these  unfortunate  people  into  prison  upon  frivolous 
pretences,  by  which  the  tenants  were  ruined,  and  the  con- 
tractor's advances  lost.  He  stated,  that,  if  the  contractor 
should  interfere  in  favour  of  the  cultivator,  then  a  deficiency 
would  be  caused  to  appear  in  the  landed  revenues,  and  that 
deficiency  would  be  charged  on  his  interposition ;  he  desired, 
therefore,  that  the  cultivators  of  opium  should  be  taken  out 
of  the  general  system  of  the  landed  revenue,  and  put  under 
"  his  protection.^'  Here  the  effect  naturally  to  be  expected 
from  the  clashing  of  inconsistent  revenues  appeared  in  its 
full  light,  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  unfortunate  peasants  of 
Beng^  between  such  rival  protectors ;  where  the  ploughman, 
flying  from  the  tax-gatherer,  is  obliged  to  take  refuge  under 
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the  wings  of  the  monopolist.  No  dispute  arises  amongst  the 
English  subjects  which  does  not  divulge  the  misery  of  the 
natives :  when  the  former  are  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the 
latter. 

This  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering  strength  through 
a  succession  of  contractors,  and  being  probably  a  most  lucra- 
tive dealing,  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater  object  of  compe- 
tition. The  council  of  Patna  endeavoured  to  recover  the 
contract,  or  at  least  the  agency,  by  the  most  inviting  terms ; 
and  in  this  eager  state  of  mutual  complaint  and  competition 
between  private  men  and  public  bodies,  things  continued 
until  the  arrival  in  Bengal  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of 
Mr.  Sulivan,  chairman  of  the  East-Inaia  Company,  which 
soon  put  an  end  to  all  strife  and  emulation. 

To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive  step  taken  at 
this  period,  it  is  proper  to  keep  in  view  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors  concerning  monopolies,  against  which  they 
had  uniformly  declared  in  the  most  precise  terms ;  they  never 
submitted  to  them  but  as  to  a  present  necessity;  it  was 
therefore  not  necessary  for  them  to  express  any  particular 
approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  contract,  which 
was  made  in  favour  of  their  own  liberty.  Every  motive  led 
them  to  preserve  it.  On  the  security  of  that  clause  they 
could  alone  have  suffered  to  pass  over  in  silence  (for  they 
never  approved)  the  grant  of  the  contract  which  contained 
it,  for  three  years.  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  they 
had  from  the  beginning  positively  directed,  that  the  contract 
should  be  put  up  to  public  auction ;  and  this  not  having  been 
done  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  case,  they  severely  reprimanded 
the  governor-p^eneral  and  council  in  their  letter  oi  the  23rd 
December,  1778. 

The  court  of  directors  were  perfectly  right  in  showing 
themselves  tenacious  of  this  regulation ;  not  so  much  to  se- 
cure the  best  practicable  revenue  from  their  monopoly  whilst 
it  existed,  but  for  a  much  more  essential  reason,  that  is,  from 
the  corrective  which  this  method  administered  to  that  mo- 
nopoly itself:  it  prevented  the  British  contractor  from  be- 
coming doubly  terrible  to  the  natives  when  they  should  see, 
that  his  contract  was  in  effect  a  grants  and  therefore  indicated 
particular  favour  and  private  influence  with  the  ruling  mem- 
bers of  an  absolute  government. 
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On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's  term,  and  but  a  few 
months  after  Mr.  Sulivan's  arrival,  the  governor-general  (as 
if  the  contract  was  a  matter  of  patronage,  and  not  of  dealing) 
pitched  upon  Mr.  Sulivan  as  the  most  proper  person  for  the 
management  of  this  critical  concern.  Mr.  Sulivan,  though  a 
perfect  stranger  to  Bengal,  and  to  that  sort,  and  all  sorts,  of 
local  commerce,  made  no  difficulty  of  accepting  it.     The 

fovemop-eeneral  was  so  fearful  that  his  true  motives  in  this 
osiness  should  be  mistaken,  or  that  the  smallest  suspicion 
should  arise  of  his  attending  to  the  Company's  orders,  that 
hx  from  putting  up  the  contract  (which  on  account  of  its 
known  profits  had  become  the  object  of  such  pursuit)  to 
public  auction,  he  did  not  wait  for  receiving  so  much  as  a 
private  proposal  from  Mr.  Sulivan.  The  secretary  perceived, 
that  in  the  rough  draught  of  the  contract  the  old  recital  of  a 
proposal  to  the  board  was  inserted  as  a  matter  of  course,  but 
was  contrary  to  the  fact :  he  therefore  remarked  it  to  Mr. 
Hastings.  Mr.  Hastings,  with  great  indifference,  ordered 
that  recital  to  be  omitted;  and  the  omission,  with  the  remark 
that  led  to  it,  has,  with  the  same  easy  indifference,  been  sent 
over  to  his  masters. 

The  governor-general  and  council  declare  themselves  ap- 
prehensive, that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  a  loser  by  his  bargam 
upon  account  of  troubles,  which  they  supposed  existed  in  the 
country,-  which  was  the  object  of  it.  This  was  the  more  in- 
dulgent, because  the  contractor  was  tolerably  secured  against 
all  losses.  He  received  a  certain  price  for  his  commodity : 
but  he  was  not  obliged  to  pay  any  certain  |)rice  to  the  culti- 
vator, who,  having  no  other  market  than  his,  must  sell  it  to 
him  at  his  own  terms.  He  was  to  receive  half  the  yearly  pay- 
ment by  advance ;  and  he  was  not  obliged  to  advance  to  the 
cultivator  more  than  what  he  thought  expedient :  but  if  this 
should  not  be  enough,  he  might  (if  he  pleased)  draw  the 
whole  payment  before  the  total  delivery:  such  were  the 
terms  of  the  engagement  with  him.  He  is  a  contractor  of  a 
new  species,  who  employs  no  capital  whatsoever  of  his  own, 
and  has  the  market  of  compulsion  at  his  entire  command. 
But  aU.  these  securities  were  not  sufficient  for  the  anxious 
attention  of  the  supreme  council  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  welfare : 
Idj.  Hastings  had  before  given  him  the  contract  without 
any  proposal  on  his  part ;  and  to  make  their  gift  perfect,  ia  a 
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second  instance  they  proceed  ^  step  'bejond  {heir  Ibnnfir 
ill  precedent,  and  they  contract  with  Mr.  Snlrhn  Sat  f&mt 
years.  *  '  . 

Nothing  appears  to  have  been  considered  but  Hie  beneflt 
of  the  contractor,  and  for  this  purpose  the  soUcitade  ahoffa 
in  all  the  proTisions  could  not  be  exceeded.  Oneof  fba  ftnl 
things  that  struck  Mr.  HastingiB  as  a  blemi4i,iHi  Ilia  gifk^ 
was  the  larseness  of  the  penalty,  which  he  hid  on  finDDflV  00- 
casions  settted  as  the  sanction  of  the  contract;  this  lietilow 
discovered  to  be  so  great  as  to  be  lively  to  frostraifo  ita  end 
by  the  impossibility  of  recorering  so  large  a  aom.  H^w  % 
l^ge  penalty  can  ]prevent  the  .recorery  of  any,  ereni  the 
smallest  part  of  it,  is  not  quite  apparentiL    In  so  Taat  a 


cem  as  that  of  opium,  a  fi^ud,  winch  at  first  riam  mvr  1106 
appear  of  mucli  importance,  and  which  may  be  very  ^™«"?fe 
in  the  discovery,  may  easily  counter-balanoe  the  redooed, 
penalty  in  this  contract,  which  was  settled  in  &voar  of  lb. 
Sulivan  at  about  £20,000. 

Monopolies  were  (as  the  House  has  observed)  only  toler- 
ated evils,  and  at  best  upon  trial ;  a  clause  therefore  waa  inp 
serted  in  the  contracts  to  Mackenzie,  annulling  the  obliga- 
tion, if  the  court  of  directors  should  resolve  ^  abolish  "Sie 
monopoly ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  the  conimet 
was  without  difficulty  pureed  of  this  obnoxious  dause.  The 
term  was  made  absolute,  tne  monopoly  rendered  irrevooaUe^ 
and  the  discretion  of  the  directors  wholly  excluded.  Mr. 
Hastings  declared  the  reserved  condition  to  be  no  longer 
necessary,  '^  because  the  directors  had  approved  the  mo-' 
nopoly." 

The  chiefs  and  councils  at  the  principal  £sK$tories  had  been 
obliged  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  opium  be- 
fore its  transport  to  Calcutta;  and  their  control  over  the 
contractor  had  been  assigned  as  the  reason  for  not  leaving 
to  those  factories  the  management  of  this  monopoly.  Now 
things  were  changed.  Orders  were  sent  to  discontinue  tihis 
measure  of  invidious  precaution ;  and  the  opium  was  sent  to 
Calcutta,  without  anything  done  to  ascertam  its  quality,  or 
even  its  quantity. 

An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  appointed  to  examine 
the  quality  of  the  opium  on  its  delivery  at  the  capital  settle 
ment.    In  order  to  ease  Mr.  Sulivan  from  this  trouUescmiA 
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formality,  Mr.  Hastings  nbolished  the  office;  so  that  Jfc; 
Sulivan  vae  then  totally  freed  from  all  e  lamination  or 
trol  whatsoever,  either  first  or  last. 

These  extraordinary  changes  in  tavour  of  Mr.  Sulivan  were 
attended  with  loasea  to  others,  and  seem  to  have  excited 
much  discontent.  This  discontent  it  was  necesaary  in  some 
inaniier  to  appease.  The  Vendue  master,  who  was  deprived 
of  hie  aecustomed  dues  on  the  public  salea  of  the  opium  by 
the  private  dealing,  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  board 
against  thia  as  well  as  other  proceedings  relative  to  the  same 
bnsinese.  He  attributed  the  private  sale  to  "reoions  of 
state  ;'*  and  this  strong  reflection  both  on  the  board  of  trade 
and  the  council-board  waa  passed  over  without  observation. 
He  yfss  quieted  by  appointuig  him  to  the  duty  of  these  very 
inepectorB,  whose  office  had  been  just  abolished  as  useless. 
The  House  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  revi\-al  of  this 
tit&ce  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  by  Air.  Hastings  nving'that 
to  one  as  a  compejuatian,  which  had  been  esecutedby  several 
■B  a  duty-  However,  the  orders  for  taking  away  the  pre- 
cnntiooary  inspection  at  Patna  still  remained  in  force. 

Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  former  contractors 
at  the  discretion  of  the  hoard,  were  no  longer  held  under 
that  loose  indulgence,  but  were  secured  to  Mr,  Sulivan  by 
his  contract.  Other  indulgences  of  a  lesser  nature,  and  to 
which  no  considerable  objection  could  be  made,  were  on  the 
application  of  a  Mr.  Benn,  calling  himself  his  attorney, 
granted. 

Your  committee  eiamining  Mr.  Higginson,  late  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trade,  on  that  subject,  were  informed,  that 
this  contract,  very  soon  after  the  making,  was  generally  un- 
derstood at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to  this  Mr,  Benn ; 
but  he  could  not  particularize  the  sum,  for  which  it  had  been 
assigned ;  and  that  Mr,  Benn  had  afterwards  sold  it  to  a 
Mr.  Toung.  By  this  transaction  it  appears  clearly,  that  the 
eontract  waa  given  to  Mr.  Sulivan  for  no  other  piu^ose  than 
to  supply  him  with  a  sum  of  money ;  and  the  sole  and  re-sale 
»eem  strongly  to  indicate,  that  the  reduction  of  the  penalty 
ind  the  other  favourable  conditions,  were  not  granted  for 
his  ease  in  a  business  which  he  never  waa  to  execute,  but  to 
lieighten  the  value  of  the  object  which  he  was  to  sell.  Mr. 
Suhvan'was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  Hastings's  family,  accompv 
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Died  him  in  his  pragremea,  and  held  the  office  of  Judge-Ad- 
Tocate. 

The  monopoly  given  for  these  purposes  thus  perm&neiitlr 
secured,  aU  power  of  reformntioa  cut  off,  and  almost  every 
precaution  against  ixaud  and  oppressioii  removed,  the  su- 
preme council  found,  or  pretended  to  find,  that  the  com- 
modity, for  which  they  hoa  just  mode  such  a  eontrnot,  icas 
not  a  saleable  article ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  opinion,  or 
pretence  entered  upon  a  daring  speculation  hitherto  un- 
thought  <^  that  of  eeuding  the  commodity  on  the  Company's 
•ccoimt  to  the  market  of  Canton.  The  council  alleged,  that 
the  I>utch  being  driven  from  Bengal,  and  the  eeas  being  in- 
fested with  privateers,  this  commodity  had  none,  or  a  rery 
dull  and  depreciated,  demand. 

Had  this  been  true,  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  could  admit 
of  no  excuse.  Ue  ought  not  to  burthen  a  £dlen  market  by 
long  and  heavy  engagements.  He  ought  studiously  to  have 
kept  in  his  power  the  means  of  proportioning  the  supply  to 
the  demand.  But  his  arguments,  and  those  of  the  council 
I  on  that  occasion,  do  not  desen'e  the  smallest  attention. 
I  Facts,  to  which  there  ia  no  testimony  but  the  assertion  of 
,  those,  who  produce  them  in  apology  tor  the  ill  consequences 
of  their  own  irregular  actions,  cannot  be  admitted.  Mr. 
Hastings  and  the  council  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that 
businesB :  the  court  of  directors  had  wholly  taken  the  man- 
agement of  opium  out  of  his  and  their  hands,  and  by  a  solemn 
adjudication  fixed  it  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had 
continued  there  some  years,  Mr.  Hastings,  a  little  before  his 
grant  of  the  moDopoly  to  Mr.  Bulivan,  thought  proper  to  re- 
verse the  decree  of  his  masters,  and  by  hla  own  authority  to 
recall  it  to  th^  coimcil.  By  this  step  he  became  responsible 
for  all  the  consequeni/eB. 

The  board  of  trade  appear  indeed  to  merit  reprehension 
for  disposing  of  the  opium  by  private  contract,  as  by  that 
means  the  unerring  standard  of  the  pubUc  market  cannot  be 
applied  to  it ;  hut  they  justified  themselves  by  their  suecem. 
And  one  of  their  members  informed  your  committee,  that 
their  last  sale  had  been  a  good  one  ;  and,  though  he  appre- 
hended a  fall  in  the  next,  it  was  not  such  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  could  justify  the  council-general  ia 
having  recourse  to  untried  and  hazardous  speculations  of 
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commerce.  It  appears,  that  there  must  have  been  a  market, 
and  one  sufScieutlj  lively.  Thej  assign  as  a  reason  of  this 
assigned  dubiesa  of  demand,  that  the  Dutch  had  been  ex- 

SUed  from  Bengal,  and  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to 
itavia.  But  the  Danes  were  not  eipelled  from  Bengal, 
and  Portuguese  ships  traded  there;  neither  of  them  were 
interdicted  at  Batavia,  and  the  trade  to  the  Eastern  ports  was 
free  to  them.  The  Danes  autunlly  applied  for  and  obtained 
an  increase  of  the  quantity,  to  vhicn  their  purchases  Iiad 
been  limited ;  and,  aa  they  asked,  bo  they  receired  this  in- 
dulgence as  a  great  favour.  It  docs  not  appear,  that  they 
were  not  rery  ready  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Dutch.  On 
the  other  band,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  Dutch  would 
most  gladly  receive  an  article  convenient,  if  not  necessary, 
to  the  eircubition  of  their  commerce,  from  the  Danes,  or 
imder  any  name ;  nor  was  it  fit  that  the  Company  should 
use  an  extreme  Btrictuess  in  any  inquiry  concemmf;  the  ne- 
cessary disposal  of  one  of  their  own  staple  eommodities. 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  funds  for  the 
provision  of  the  next  year's  China  investment  was  the 
ground  of  this  plan.  But  the  council-general  appear  still  to 
have  the  particular  advantage  of  Mr.  Sulivan  iu  view ;  and, 
not  satisfied  with  breaking  so  many  of  the  Company's  orders 
for  tfaat  purpose,  to  make  the  contract  an  object  saleable  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  were  obliged  to  transfer  their  per- 
senaJ  partiality  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to  the  contract  itself,  and 
to  band  it  over  to  the  assigneca  through  all  their  successions. 
When  the  opium  was  delivered,  the  duties  and  emoluments 
.  of  the  contractor  ended ;  but  (it  appears  from  Mr.  William- 
son's letter,  18th  October,  1781,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the 
councjl-genend)  this  new  scheme  furnished  them  with  a  pre- 
lect <ff' making  him  broker  for  the  China  investment,  with  the 
profit  q^  a  aev)  commimon — to  what  amount  does  not  ap- 
peup;  but  here  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer,  the 
Vendue  nmater,  met  them  again :  they  seemed  to  live  in  no 
small  terror  of  this  gentleman.  To  satisfy  him  for  the  loss  of 
his  fee,  to  which  ho  was  entitled  upon  the  public  sole,  they 

?ive  Aim  also  a  commission  of  1  per  cent,  on  the  investment, 
bus  was  this  object  loaded  with  a  double  commission ;  and 
eveiy  act  of  partiality  to  one  person  produced  a  chargeable 
mnpeasation  to  some  other  for  the  injustice  that  such  par- 
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t inl it y  produced.  Xor  Tvas  this  the  whole.  The  discontent 
jiTul  envy  excited  by  this  act  Tvent  infinitely  further  than  to 
tliosi*  immediately  affected,  and  something  or  other  was  to 
1)1'  toiind  out  to  satisfy  as  many  as  possible. 

A  s  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  council  entertained 
a  (l('si<rii  of  opening  a  trade  on  those  principles,  it  immedi- 
ately (Mipjajijed  the  attention  of  such  as  had  an  interest  in 
ypeeulationrf  of  freight. 

A  nuMuorial  seems  to  have  been  drawn  early,  as  it  is  dated 
on  llu>  20th  of  ]\Iarch,  though  it  was  not  the  first  publicly 
prcscMitcil  to  the  board.  This  memorial  was  presented  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr.  Wheler,  conformably 
(as  ho  says)  to  the  desire  of  the  governor-general ;  and  it 
contained  a  long  and  elaborate  dissertation  on  the  trade  to 
Cliina ;  tending  to  prove  the  advantage  of  extending  the  sale 
of  Englisli  manufactures  and  other  goods  to  the  north  of  thai 
country,  beyond  the  usual  emporium  of  European  nations, 
This  ample  and  not  ill-reasoned  theoretical  performance 
(though  not  altogether  new  eitlier  in  speculation  or  attempt) 
ended  by  a  j)ractical  proposition,  very  short  indeed  of  the 
idt^as  opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  better  adapted 
to  the  inim(;diate  eftect.  It  was,  that  the  Company  should 
Vmdertakc  the  sale  of  its  own  opium  in  China,  and  commil 
tlie  management  of  the  business  to  the  memorialist,  whc 
ollered  to  furnish  them  with  a  strong  armed  ship  for  thai 
purpose.  The  offer  was  accepted ;  and  the  agreement  made 
with  liim  for  the  transport  of  two  thousand  chests. 

A  ])roposal  by  another  person  was  made  the  July  follow- 
ing tlie  date  of  this  project ;  it  appears  to  have  been  early  ir 
tlie  formal  delivery  at  the  board;  this  was  the  export  oi 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  chests.  This  too  wa^ 
accepted,  but  with  new  conditions  and  restrictions ;  for  in  sc 
\  ast  and  new  an  undertaking  great  difficulties  occurred.  Ii 
the  first  place,  all  importation  of  that  commodity  is  rigor 
ously  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  China.  The  impropriety  off 
politicial  trader,  who  is  lord  over  a  great  empire,  being  con- 
cerned in  a  contraband  trade  upon  his  own  account,  die 
not  seem  in  the  least  to  affect  them ;  but  they  were  struci 
\vitli  the  obvious  danger  of  subjecting  their  goods  to  seizure 
by  the  vastness  of  the  prohibited  import.  To  secure  the 
larger  adventure,  they  require  of  the  China  factory,  thai 
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Colonel  Watson's  ship  should  enter  the  port  of  Canton  as 
an  armed  ship,  (they  would  not  say  a  ship  of  war,  though 
that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should  not  be  reported ; 
they  also  ordered,  that  other  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
secure  this  prohibited  article  from  seizure. 

If  the  cargo  should  get  in  safe,  another  danger  was  in  view 
— the  overlloiijooLg  the  Chinese  market  by  a  supply  beyond 
the  demand ;  for  it  is  obvious,  that  contraband  trade  must 
exist  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in  by  intervals,  and 
not  by  great  importations  at  one  time.  To  guard  against 
this  inconvenience,  they  divide  their  second,  though  the 
smaller,  adventure  into  two  parts ;  one  of  which  was  to  go  to 
the  markets  of  the  barbarous  natives,  which  inhabit  the  coast 
of  Malacca,  where  the  chances  of  its  being  disposed  of  by 
robbery  or  sale  were  at  least  equal.  If  the  opium  should  be 
disposed  of  there,  the  produce  was  to  be  invested  in  mer- 
chandise saleable  in  China,  or  in  dollars,  if  to  be  had.  The 
other  part  (about  one  half)  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to  the 
port  01  Canton. 

The  dealing  at  this  time  seemed  closed;  but  the  gentle- 
men, who  chartered  the  ships,  always  recollecting  something, 
applied  anew  to  the  board  to  be  furnished  with  cannon  from 
the  Company's  ordnance.  Some  was  delivered  to  them ;  but 
the  office  of  ordnance  (so  heavily  expensive  to  the  Company) 
was  not  sufficient  to  spare  a  few  iron  guns  for  a  merchant 
ship.  Orders  were  given  to  cast  a  few  cannon ;  and  an  ap- 
plication made  to  Madras,  at  a  thousand  miles  distance,  for 
the  rest.  Madras  answers,  that  they  cannot  exactly  comply 
with  the  requisition ;  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  hopes 
better  things  from  them  than  they  promise  and  flatter  them- 
selves, that,  with  their  assistance,  they  shall  properly  arm  a 
ship  of  thirty-two  guns. 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  making,  the  first  proposer, 
perceiving  advantages  from  the  circuitous  voyage  of  the 
second,  which  had  escaped  his  observation,  to  make  amends 
for  his  first  omission,  improved  both  on  his  own  proposal, 
and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  improved  on  him.  He 
therefore  applied  for  leave  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty 
chests  on  his  own  account,  which  he  said  could  "  be  readily 
disposed  of  at  the  several  places  where  it  was  necessary  for 
the  ship  to  touch  for  wood  and  water,  or  intelligence,  during 

VOL.    IV.  H 
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her  iniflnded  TOfsge  tbrongh  fit*  Ei         i  is."     As  a 

corrective  to  this  extrMrdinuy  request,  be  assured  the  boanl, 
that  if  he  ihonld  meet  wit>  ttxj  uneipected  delay  at  these 
markets  he  would  Bend  Uteir  cargo  to  its  deBtinntiou,  baring 
secured  a  tw^i-talmg  alom  for  the  proleetioa  of  his  ship; 
and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  a  case  to  leare  behind. 
Such  an  ertnordiiurf  ee^men  to  deal  in  opium  lets  in 
another  Tiew  of  the  merats  of  the  allegL'd  dinneea  of  the 
market,  on  which  this  Ixade  wu  undertaken  far  the  0am- 
pwf's  acooont. 

Tlie  oonncO,  who  hadw       Kreat  condescension  uid  official 
fadlity  consented  to  every  a  hitherto  made,  were  not 

relucttmt  with  reg<n^  to  this  The  quantity  of  opium 

required  by  the  freiEhten,  i  i  permission  of  a  trading 
Toyage,  weae  gntnted  without  ation.     The  cargo  having 

become  ftr  more  valuable  by  s  small  infusion  of  private 
interest,  the  amuunent,  which  i  deemed  sufficient  t^  de- 
fend the  Company's  large  shi  ■  nf  the  adventure,  was  now 
discovered  to  be  unequal  to  me  protection  of  the  whole. 
For  the  convoy  of  these  two  ship^,  the  council  hire  and  arm 
another.  How  they  were  armed,  or  whether,  in  Cut,  fiMj 
were  properly  armed  at  all,  does  not  appear.  It  is  tmt,  Ott 
the  supreme  council  proposed,  that  these  ships  should  al» 
convey  suppliee  to  Madras ;  but  this  was  a  seoondaiT'  o 
aideration — their  primary  object  was  the  adventim  of  r"^ 
To  this  they  were  permanently  attached,  and  were  o 
to  attend  to  its  final  destination. 

The  difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  opium,  i 


aideration — their  primary  object  was  the  adventim  of  opinm. 
To  this  they  were  permanently  attached,  and  were  obliged 
to  attend  to  its  final  destination. 

The  difficulty  of  disposing  of  th. , 

project,  being  thus  got  over,  a  material  preliminary  a 
still  stood  in  the  way  of  the  whole  scheme.  The  cm 
or  his  assignees,  were  to  be  pwd.  The  Company's  ti 
was  wholly  exhausted ;  and  even  its  credit  was  ezoeeding^ 
strained.  The  latter,  however,  was  the  better  reeoore^  «n& 
to  this  they  resolved  to  apply.  They  therefore,  at  diSbnot 
times,  opened  two  loans  dT  one  hundred  thousand  pcnmds 
each ;  tlie  first  was  reserved  for  the  Company's  sei 
civil  and  military,  to  be  distributed  in  shares  aoctn^ 
their  rank ;  the  other  was  more  general.  The  terms  of  Ei 
loans  were,  that  the  risk  of  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  aocoi 
of  the  Company.  The  payment  was  to  be  in  bills  (at  a  rMte 
of  exchange  settled  from  the  supercargoes  at  Canton)  ugam 
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the  same  Company.  In  whatever  proportion  the  adventure 
fihould  £ul,  either  in  the  ships  not  safely  arriving  in  China, 
or  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  the  subscribera  were  to  con- 
tent themselves  ^th  the  Company's  bonds  for  their  money, 
bearing  8  per  cent,  interest.  A  share  in  this  subscription 
was  thought  exceeding  desirable ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  writes 
horn.  Benares,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  manner  already 
reported,  and  hereafter  to  be  observed  upon,  requesting,  that 
the  subscription  should  be  left  open  to  his  officers,  who  were 
employed  in  the  military  operations  against  Cheyt  Sing ;  and 
accordingly,  three  majors,  seven  captains,  twenty-three  lieu- 
tenants, the  sureeon  belonging  to  the  detachment,  and  two 
civil  servants  of  high  rank,  who  attended  him,  were  admitted 
to  subscribe. 

Bills  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  always  preferred 
to  the  Company's  bonds,  even  at  the  high  interest  allowed 
in  India.  They  are  indeed  so  greedily  sought  there,  and 
(because  they  tend  to  bring  an  immediate  and  visible  dis- 
tress in  Leadenhall  Street)  so  much  dreaded  here,  that  by 
an  act  of  parliament  the  Company's  servants  are  restricted 
from  drawing  biUs  beyond  a  certain  amount  upon  the  Com- 
pany in  England. 

In  Bengal  they  have  been  restrained  to  about  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  pounds  annually.  The  legislature, 
influenced  more  strongly  with  the  same  apprehensions,  has 
restrained  the  directors,  as  the  directors  have  restrained 
their  servants ;  and  have  gone  so  far  as  to  call  in  the  power  of 
the  lords  of  the  treasury  to  authorize  tha  acceptance  of  any 
bills  beyond  an  amount  prescribed  in  the  act. 

The  false  principles  of  this  unmercantile  transaction  (to 
speak  of  it  in  the  mildest  terms)  were  too  gross  not  to  be 
visible  to  those  who  contrived  it.  That  the  Company  should 
be  made  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds^  at  8  per  cent,  (or  terms  deemed  by  the  Company  to 
be  worse)  in  order  first  to  buy  a  commodity,  represented  by 
themselves  as  depreciated  in  its  ordinary  market,  in  order 
afterwards  to  carry  one  half  of  it  through  a  circuitous  trading 
voyage ;  depending  for  its  ultimate  success  on  the  prudent 
and  fortunate  management  of  two  or  three  sales,  and  pur- 

*  The  whole  sum  has  not  been  actually  raised ;  but  the  deficiency  is 
not  very  considerable. 
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chases  and  re-iales  of  |;opds,  and  the  ohanoe  of  two  or  tbvdtf 
markets,  with  all  the  noks  <rf  sea  and  eneunys  was  plaintf  no 
undertaking  for  Buoh  a  body.  The  actiyiiy^  private  intemiL 
and  the  ahfffp  eye  of  peraonal  iuperintendeiiKgry  inay  Doir  and 
then  succeed  in  such  prcjects ;  but  the  remote  m^peetioa 
and  unwieldy  movements  of  great  puUie  bo^Ueaiean  find 
nothing  but  loss  in  them.  Their  gainSy  compantnndy  nnalL 
ought  to  be  upon  sure  grounds;  Imt  here  ^aa  tihe  ecNmefl 
states  the  matter)  the  private  trader  aetoauy  deelfaiea.io 
^eal ;  which  is  a  proof  more  than  necessary  to  dembnilnto 
the  extreme  imprudenee  of  such  an  undertddiv  en  tiM 
Company's  account.  Still  stronger  and  equallr  oMooa  ok 
jections  lay  to  that  member  of  the  project^  which  regarda  tiba 
introduction  of  a  (xmtraband  commodity  mto  CJUiMy-  afloifc  at 
such  a  risk  of  seizure  not  only  of  the  imT!>ediate  olgeel  to  bo 
smuggled  in,  but  of  all  the  Company's 'propertr  in  Oantoo^ 
and  possibly  at  a  hazard  to  the  existenoe  of  the  BrifUh 
factory  at  that  port. 

It  is  stated,  indeed,  that  a  monopolizing  company  in  Oaiip 
ton,  called  the  Cohong,  had  reduced  commerce  theio  to  a 
deplorable  state,  and  IumI  rendered  the  gains  of  private  mer> 
chants  either  in  opium,  or  anything  else,  so  small  and  so  pto- 
carious,  that  they  were  no  longer  able,  by  purchasing  tiiat 
article,  to  furnish  the  Company  with  money  for  a  Chim  in* 
vestment.  For  this  purpose  the  person,  whose  proposal  is 
accepted,  declares  his  project  to  be,  to  set  up  a  monopoly  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  against  the  monopoly  of  the  Uhineae 
merchants ;  but  as  the  Chinese  monopoly  is  at  home,  and 
supported  (as  the  minute  referred  to  asserts)  by  the  country 
magistrates,  it  is  plain  it  is  the  Chinese  Company,  not  the 
English,  which  must  prescribe  the  terms ;  particularly  in  a 
commodity,  which  if  withheld  from  them  at  their  madoet 
price,  they  can,  whenever  they  please,  be  certain  of  purchaa* 
ing  as  a  condemned  contraband. 

There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  this  transaction, 
which  strongly  mark  its  character ;  the  first  is,  that  this  ad- 
venture to  China  was  not  recommended  to  them  by  the 
factory  at  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it  without 
their  previous  advice,  and  an  assurance  grounded  on  tiie 
state  of  the  market,  and  the  dispositions  of  the  govemmenty 
that  the  measure,  in  a*  commercial  light,  would  be  profitable, 
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or  at  least  safe.  Neither  was  that  factory  applied  to  on  the 
state  of  the  bills,  which,  upon  their  own  account,  they  might 
be  obliged  to  draw  upon  Europe,  at  a  time  when  the  council 
of  Bengal  direct  them  to  draw  bills  to  so  enormous  on 
amount. 

The  second  remarkable  circumstance  is,  that  the  board  of 
trade  in  Calcutta  (the  proper  administrator  of  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  Company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to  have 
given  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to  have  been  at  all 
consulted  upon  it.  The  sale  of  opium  had  been  adjudged  to 
the  board  ot  trade  for  the  express  purpose  of  selling  it  in 
Bengal,  not  in  China ;  and  of  employing  the  produce  of  such 
sale  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  in  which  the  original 
commodity  was  produced.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  a  mere 
trading  speculation  of  the  council,  invading  the  department 
of  others,  without  lights  of  its  own,  without  authority,  or  in- 
formation from  any  other  quarter.  In  a  commercial  view,  it 
straitened  the  Company's  investment,  to  which  it  was  des- 
tined ;  as  a  measure  of  finance,  it  is  a  contrivance,  by  which 
a  monopoly  formed  for  the  increase  of  revenue,  instead  of 
becoming  one  of  its  resources,  involves  the  treasury,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  a  debt  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

If  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
contract,  (the  advantages  of  which  to  the  Company  had  been 
bng  doubtful,)  had  put  himself  in  a  situation  to  do  his  duty, 
some  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue  would  have  been  the 
worst  consequence  of  the  alleged  depreciation ;  probably  it 
would  not  have  been  considerable.  Mr.  Mackenzie's  con- 
tract, which  at  first  was  for  three  years,  had  been  only  re- 
newed for  a  year.  Had  the  same  course  been  pursued  with 
Mr.  Sulivan,  they  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 
Bome  plan,  whicn  might  have  secured  them  from  any  loss  at 
all.  But  they  pursued  another  plan :  they  carefully  put  all 
remedy  still  longer  out  of  their  reach  by  giving  their  con- 
tract for  four  years.  To  cover  all  these  irregularities,  they 
interest  the  settlement  in  their  favour  by  holding  out  to 
them  the  most  tempting  of  all  baits  in  a  chance  of  bills  upon 
Europe. 

In  this  manner  the  servants  abroad  have  conducted  them- 
selves with  regard  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  contract  for  opium,  and 
the  disposal  of  the  commodity.     In  England,  the  court  of 
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directors  took'it  into  ocmsideration.'  First  u  to  the  ooDtMeft^ 
in  a  letter  dated  12th  Julj,  1782,  the^  say,  that  "*  having  mb. 
demned  the  contract  enteied  into  with  Mr.  Miaalrfinna  fbr 
the  proTision  of  opium,  the j  cannot  hut  he  Hffjvrtori  at  your 
having  concluded  a  new  contract  for  /btff  Tears  ie!la;ttf«  to  ^ 
that  article  with  Mr.  Stephen  SuIiTan,  withottt  leamng  the  * 
decision  of  it  to  the  court  of  directors." 

The  sentiments  of  the  directors  are  poper,  aadwcirthj  ol 
persons  in  public  trust.  Their  mrprtae^  mdeed,  si  Ihe  db*  , 
obedience  to  their  orders  is  not  perfectly  natural  in  tiuae^ 
who  for  many  years  haye  scarcely  been  obeyed  in  a  winA 
instance.  They  probably  asserted  their  authority  at  iSia 
time  with  as  much  yistoxa  as  their  condition  admittocL 

They  proceed :  ^  We  do  not  mean  (say  they)  to  «OHfoy 
any  censure  on  Mr.  SuHvan  respectinff  the  trannetiaa ;  but 
we  cannot  withhold  oar  displeasure  £rom  the  gavenmiisgtf' 
neral  and  oonndl  at  such  an  mstance  of  cotUempi  of  our  mif 
thority."  They  then  proceed  justly  to  censure  the  removal 
of  the  inspection,  and  some  other  particulars  of  this  graw 
proceeding.  As  to  the  criminality  of  the  parties,  it  ia  un* 
doubtedly  tnie,  that  a  breach  of  duty  in  servants  is  hiflUy 
aggravated  by  the  rank,  station,  and  trust  of  the  offisncrnDg 
parby.  But  no  party,  in  such  conspiracy  to  break  orders^  ap-^ 
pear  to  us  wholly  free  from  £a,vlt. 

The  directors  did  their  duty  in.reprobating  this  eontroet; 
but  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  furUier  stena 
ought  to  be  taken  to  inquire  into  the  legal  ralidity  of^a 
transaction,  which  manifestly  attempts  to  prevent  the  ooort 
of  directors  from  applying  any  remedy  to  a  grievance^  wfaaeh 
has  been  for  years  the  constant  subject  of  complaints. 

Both  Mr.  oulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  the  Compaiqr's 
servants^  bound  by  their  covenants  aud  their  oaths  to  pro« 
mote  the  interest  of  their  masters,  and  both  equally  bound 
to  be  obedient  to  their  orders.  If  the  govemor-g^ieral  had 
contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  apprized  of  the  Gompaoy'a 
orders,  and  not  bound  by  any  previous  engagement,  the  ooch 
tract  might  have  been  good ;  but  whether  a  contract  made 
between  two  servants  contraTy  to  the  orders  of  their  common 
master,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  his  known  interest,  be  a  breadi 
of  trust  on  both  sides ;  and  whether  the  contract  cai^n 
equity  have  force  to  bind  the  Company,  whenever  they  ahill 
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be  indined  to  free  themselves  and  the  countTy  thej  govern 
from  this  mischievous  monopoly,  your  committee  think  a 
subject  worthy  of  fttrther  inquiry. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opium,  the  directors 
very  properly  condemn  the  direct  contraband,  but  they  ap- 
prove the  trading  voyage.  The  directors  have  observed  no- 
thing concerning  the  loans :  they  probably  reserved  that 
matter  for  future  consideration. 

In  no  affair  has  the  connexion  between  servants  abroad 
and  persons  in  power  among  the  proprietors  of  the  India 
Company  been  more  discernible  than  in  this.  But  if  such 
confederacies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suffered  to  pass 
without  due  animadversion,  the  authority  of  parliament  must 
become  as  inefficacious  as  all  other  authorities  have  proved 
to  restrain  the  growth  of  disorders  either  in  India  or  in 
Europe. 

SALT. 

The  reports  made  by  the  two  committees  of  the  House, 
which  sat  in  the  years  1772  and  1773,  of  the  state  and  con- 
duct of  the  inland  trade  of  Bengal  up  to  that  period,  have 
assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee  with  respect  to  the 
third  and  last  article  of  monopoly,  viz.  that  of  salt ;  and 
made  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  enter  into  so  minute  a  de- 
tail on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on  some  others. 

Tour  committee  find,  that  the  late  Lord  Clive  constantly 
asserted,  that  the  salt  trade  in  Bengal  had  been  a  monopoly 
time  immemorial;  that  it  ever  was  and  ever  musj  be  a 
monopoly ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  other  merchants  long 
before  him,  had  given  to  the  Nabob  and  his  ministers  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum  for  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege. The  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  December, 
1776,  paragraph  76,  say,  "  that  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great 
measure  an  exclusive  trade.'* 

The  secret  committee  report,  that  under  the 
government  of  the  Nabobs,  the  duty  on  salt  made  '^pag^ToT' 
m  Bengal  was  2^  per  cent,  paid  by  Mussulmen, 
and  5  per  cent,  paid  by  Gentoos.     On  the  accession  of  Mir 
Cassim  in  1760,  the  claim  of  the  Company's  servants  to 
trade  in  salt,  duty  free,  was  first  avowed.     Mr.  Yansittart 
made  an  agreement  with  him,  by  which  the  duties  should  be 
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fixed  at  9  per  cent.  The  council  annulled  the  agreement, 
and  reduced  the  duty  to  2  J  per  cent.  On  this,  !Rfir  Cassiln 
ordered,  that  no  customs  or  duties  whatsoever  should  be  col- 
lected for  the  future.  But  a  majority  of  the  council  (22nd 
IMarch,  1763)  resolved,  that  the  making  the  exemption  ge- 
neral was  a  breach  of  the  Company's  privileges ;  and  that 
the  Xabob  should  be  positively  required  to  recall  it,  and  col- 
lect duties  as  before  from  the  country  merchants,  and  all 
other  persons,  who  had  not  the  protection  of  the  Company's 
dustuck. — The  directors,  as  the  evident  reason  of  the  thing 
and  as  their  duty  required,  disapproved  highly  of  these  transac- 
tions, and  ordered  (8th  February,  1764)  a  final  and  effectual 
stop  to  be  put  to  the  inland  trade  in  salty  and  several  other 
articles  of  commerce.  But  other  politics  and  other  interests 
prevailed ;  so  that  in  the  May  following  a  general  court 
resolved,  that  it  should  be  recommended  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors to  reconsider  the  preceding  orders.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  directors  ordered  the  government  and  council 
to  form  a  plan,  in  concert  with  the  Nabob,  for  regulating 
the  inland  trade. 

On  these  last  orders  Lord  Clive's  plan  was  formed  in  1765, 
for  engrossing  the  sole  purchase  of  salt,  and  dividing  the 
profits  among  the  Company's  senior  servants.  The  directors, 
who  had  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way  to  a  monopoly 
under  any  ideas,  or  for  any  purposes,  disapproved  of  this 
plan,  and  on  the  17th  May,  1766,  ordered  it  to  be  abolished ; 
Par.  ,36.  Vide  ^^^  ^^^Y  Substituted  no  other  in  its  room.  In 
4th  Report  this  manner  things  continued  until  November, 
sTorecy  ?n  °  1767,  whcu  the  dircctors  repeated  their  orders 
1773  Appen-  for  excluding  all  persons  whatsoever,  excepting 
the  natives  only,  from  being  concerned  in  the 
inland  trade  in  salt ;  and  they  declared,  that  (vide  par.  90) 
"  such  trade  is  hereby  abolished  and  put  a  final  end  to.^^ — In 
the  same  letter  (par.  92)  they  ordered,  that  the  salt  trade 
should  be  laid  open  to  the  natives  in  general,  subject  to  such 
a  duty  as  might  produce  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds  a  year.  This  policy  was  adopted  by  the  legislature. 
In  tlie  act  of  1773,  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  it  should 
not  be  lawful  for  any  of  his  IMajesty's  subjects  to  engage,  in- 
termeddle, or  be  any  way  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  inland  trade  in  salt,  except  on  the  India  Company's  ao- 
coiint. 


OV  THE  AFFAIBS  OF   I17DIA.  105 

Under  the  positive  orders  of  the  Companv,  the  salt  trade 
appears  to  have  continued  o{)en  from  17G8  to  1772.  The 
act  indeed  contained  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Company, 
and  left  them  a  liberty  of  dealing  in  salt  upon  their  own  ac- 
count. But  still  this  policy  remained  uncnan^ed,  and  their 
orders  unrevoked.  But  in  the  year  1772,  without  any  in- 
struction from  the  court  of  directors  indicating  a  change  of 
opinion  or  system,  the  whole  produce  was  again  monopo- 
lized, professedly  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings.— Speaking  of  this  plan,  he  says  (letter  to  the  directors, 
22nd  February,  1775)  :  "  No  new  hardship  has  been  imposed 
upon  the  salt  manufacturers  by  taking  the  management 
01  that  article  into  the  hands  of  government ;  the  only 
difference  is,  that  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by 
English  gentlemen,  and  by  Banians,  is  now  acciuired  by  the 
Company." — In  May,  176G,  the  directors  had  condemned 
the  monopoly  on  any  conditions  whatsoever.  "  At 
that  time,  they  thought  it  neither  consistent  with  to^Jt^TRkuVth 
their  honour  nor  their  dignity  to  promote  such  May.  1 776',  Par. 
an  exclusive  trade."  "  They  considered  it  too  as  ^rt'filJm  com. 
disgraceful,  and  below  the  dignity  of  their  present  ^J^j^'^r^y  *" 
situation,  to  allow  of  such  a  monopoly ;  and  that,  dix/No!*?^? 
were  they  to  allow  it  under  any  restrictions,  they 
sbould  consider  themselves  as  assenting  and  subscribing  to 
all  the  mischiefs  which  Bengal  had  presented  to  p^^  ^^ 
them  for  four  years  past." 

Notwithstanding  this  solemn  declaration,  in  their  letter  of 
24th  December,  1776,  they  approve  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  say,  "  that  the  monopoly  on  its  present  footing  can 
be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  country,"  &c. 

This  however  was  a  rigorous  monopoly.      The  account 

f'ven  of  it  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  ISlonson,  and  Mr. 
rancis,  in  tneir  Minute  of  11th  January,  1775,  in  which  the 
situation  of  the  Molungees,  or  persons  employed  in  the  salt 
manufacture,  is  particularly  described,  is  stated  at  length  in 
the  Appendix.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  says,  "  The  power  of 
obliging  Molungees  to  work  has  been  customary  from  time 
immemorial." 

Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage  to  government 
could  account  for,  and  nothing  at  all  perhaps  could  justify, 
the  revival  of  a  monopoly  thus  circumstanced.    The  advan- 
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t. '!:,'<*  proposod  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring  the  profit, 
\v}ii<  li  was  before  reaped  by  English  gentlemen  and  Banians, 
to  the  Company.  The  profits  of  the  former  were  not  pro- 
l^lciiiatical.  It  was  to  be  seen  what  the  effect  would  be  of  a 
s<h<  iiH*  to  transfer  them  to  the  latter,  even  under  the  manage- 
iiHjut  of  the  projector  himself.  In  the  revenue  consultations 
of  S('pt(jinber,  1766,  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  Many  causes  have 
sin<<;  coinbined  to  reduce  this  article  of  revenue  almost  to  no- 
t/iirtf/.  The  plan,  which  I  am  now  inclined  to  recommend  for 
tlitj  fiitur(3  manaf!;ement  of  the  salt  revenue,  differs  widely 
from  that  which  I  adopted  under  different  circumstances." 

It  appears,  that  the  ill  success  of  his  former  scheme  did 
not  dettT  him  from  recommending  another.  Accordingly, 
ill  July,  1777,  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  salt  inahls  should  be  let,  with  the  lands,  to  the  farmers  and 
Zcjiiindars  for  a  ready-money  rent,  including  duties ;  the  salt 
to  1)(3  left  to  their  disposal.  After  some  trial  of  this  method, 
Ml".  Hastings  thought  fit  to  abandon  it.  In  September, 
17S0,  ho  changed  his  plan  a  third  time,  and  proposed  the 
iiist  itution  of  a  salt  office — the  salt  was  to  be  again  engrossed 
Ibr  th(j  benefit  of  the  Company,  and  the  management  con- 
duct (m1  by  a  number  of  salt  agents. 

I'roin  the  preceding  facts  it  appears,  that  in  this  branch 
of  th(;  Company's  government  little  regard  has  been  paid  to 
th(^  case  and  welfare  of  the  natives;  and  that  the  directors 
hav(^  no  where  shown  greater  inconsistency  than  in  their 
orders  on  this  subject. — Yet  salt,  considering  it  as  a  neces- 
sary of  life,  was  by  no  means  a  safe  and  proper  subject  for  so 
many  experiments  and  innovations.  For  ten  years  together 
th(^  directors  reprobated  the  idea  of  suffering  this  necessary 
of  life  to  be  engrossed  on  any  condition  whatsoever;  and 
strictly  prohibited  all  Europeans  from  trading  in  it.  Yet, 
as  s(;oii  as  they  were  made  to  expect  from  Mr.  Hastings,  that 
the  profits  ot  the  monopoly  should  be  converted  to  their 
own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  "  could  be  no 
considerable  grievance  to  the  country,'*  and  authorized  its 
continuance  ;  until  he  himself,  finding  it  produced  little  or 
nothing,  renounced  it  of  his  own  accord.  Your  committee 
are  apprehensive,  that  this  will  at  all  times,  whatever  flatter- 
'm<r  appearance  it  may  wear  for  a  time,  be  the  fate  of  any 
attempt  to  monopolize  the  salt  for  the  profit  of  government. 
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In  the  first  instance,  it  will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer 
beyond  its  just  level ;  but  that  evil  will  soon  be  corrected  bj 
means  ruinous  to  the  Company  as  monopolists,  viz.  by  the 
embezzlement  of  their  own  salt,  and  by  the  importation  of 
foreign  salt,  neither  of  which  the  government  of  Bengal  may 
have  power  for  any  long  time  to  prevent.  In  the  end, 
government  will  probably  be  undersold,  and  beaten  down  to 
a  losing  price.  Or,  if  they  should  attempt  to  force  all  the 
advantages  from  this  article,  of  which  by  every  exertion  it 
may  be  made  capable,  it  may  distress  some  other  part  of  their 
possessions  in  India,  and  destroy,  or  at  least  impair,  the 
natural  intercourse  betwee;Q  them.  Ultimately  it  may  hurt 
Bengal  itself,  and  the  produce  of  its  landed  revenue,  by  de- 
stroying the  vent  of  that  grain,  which  it  would  otherwise 
barter  lor  salt. 

Your  committee  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that 
the  many  changes  of  plan  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  the  salt  trade,  are  far  from  honourable  to 
the  Company's  government ;  and  that,  even  if  the  monopoly 
of  this  article  were  a  profitable  .concern,  it  should  not  be 
permitted.  Exclusive  of  the  general  effect  of  this  and  of  all 
monopolies,  the  oppressions  which  the  inanufacturers  of  salt, 
callea  Molungees,  still  suffer  under  it,  though  perhaps  al- 
leviated in  some  particulars,  deserve  particular  attention. 
There  is  evidence  enough  on  the  Company's  records  to  satisfy 
your  committee,  that  these  people  have  been  treated  with 
great  rigour ;  and  not  only  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of 
their  labour,  but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession  to 
different  masters,  who,  under  pretence  of  buying  up  the 
balances  due  to  their  preceding  employers,  find  means  of 
keeping  them  in  perpetual  slavery.  For  evils  of  this  nature 
there  can  be  no  perfect  remedy  as  long  as  the  monopoly 
continues.  They  are  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  cannot 
be  cured,  or  enectually  counteracted,  even  by  a  just  and 
vigilant  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  objections  occur 
to  the  farming  of  any  branch  of  the  public  revenue  in 
Bengal,  particularly  against  farming  the  salt  lands.  But  the 
dilemma  to  which  government  by  this  system  is  constantly 
reduced,  of  authorizing  great  injustice,  or  suffering  great  lossj 
is  alone  sufficient  to  condemn  it.  Either  government  is 
expected  to  support  the  farmer  or  contractor  in  all  his  pre- 
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tensions  by  an  exertion  af^pij^wer,  which  tends  of  wieerttr 
to  the  ruin  of  the  parties  suojected  to  the  fumsT'i  oontno^ 
and  to  the  suppression  of  firee  trade ;— or,  if  such  ■wirtancie 
be  refused  him,  he  complains,  that  he  is  not  sapportel—dwl 
private  persons  interfisre  with  his  contract— tiiat  iba  muson* 
&cturer8  desert  their  labour,  and  that  proportionata  dedno* 
tions  must  be  allowed  him.  •*         ■ 

After  tne  result  of  their  examination  into  tlie  geosnl 
nature  and  effect  of  this  monopljr,  it  remains  ohIt  m  jonr 
committee  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  -valid  louidalaoB 
for  that  declaration  of  Mr.  Hastings,  wnieh  we  «inehida 
must  have  principally  recommended. the  monopoly  at  salt. to 
the  favour  of  the  court  of  directors;  Tia.  ^tnat  tbe  pvofift^ 
which  was  before  reaped  by  English  gentlemeoi,  and  by  "Ba- 
nians,  was  now  acquured  by  the  OompauT."  .  On  fha  oqbh 
trary,  it  was  prored  and  acuiowledged  benxre  the  goranftKNV 
general  and  council,  when  they  inquired  into  tiiia  maMer  iii 
March,  1775,  that  the  chie&  and  councils  of  those  distrielSi 
in  which  there  were  salt  mahls,  reserved  particular  salt  fiuema 
for  their  own  use,  and  divided  the  profits,  in  certain  8td»d 
proportions,  among  themselves  ana  their  assistants.  Bot^ 
unless  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  the  persons  eon- 
cemed  in  them,  should  be  called  for  by  the  Hoiue,  it  is  oar 
wish  to  avoid  entering  into  it.  On  one  example  only  your 
committee  think  it  just  and  proper  to  insist,  stating  firrt  to 
the  House  on  what  principles  they  have  made  this  selection. 

In  pursuing  their  inqmries,  your  committee  have  endea- 
voured chiefly  to  keep  in  view  tne  conduct  of  persons  in  the 
highest  stations/particularly  of  those  in  whom  tne  legislatoie^ 
as  well  as  the  Company,  have  placed  a  special  confidence ; 
judging  that  the  conduct  of  such  persons  is  not  only  most 
important  in  itself,  but  most  likely  to  influence  the  subor* 
dinate  ranks  of  the  service.  Your  committee  have  also  ex« 
amined  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  directors  on  all  those 
instances  of  the  behaviour  of  their  servants,  that  seemed  to 
deserve,  and  did  sometimes  attract,  their  immediate  attention. 
They  constantly  And,  that  the  negligence  of  the  court  of 
directors  has  kept  pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have'quick* 
ened,  the  growth  of  the  practices  which  they  have  condemned. 
Breach  oi  duty  abroad  will  always  go  hand  in  hand  'vrift 
neglect  of  it  at  home.    In  general,  the  court  of  directoi% 
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though  sufficiently  severe  in  censuring  offences,  atid  some- 
times  in  punishing  those  whom  they  have  regarded  as  of- 
fenders pi  a  lower  rank,  appear  to  have  suffered  the  most 
conspicuous,  and  therefore  the  most  dangerous,  examples  of 
disobedience  and  misconduct  in  the  first  department  of  their 
service  to  pass  with  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  condemnation. 
In  thos^qases  which  they  have  deemed  too  apparent  and  too 
strong  to  be  disregarded  even  with  safety  to  themselves,  and 
against  which  their  heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared, 
it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  their  interference,  such  as 
it  was,  had  a  mischievous,  rather  than  a  useful,  tendency. 
A  total  neglect  of  duty  in  this  respect,  however  culpable,  is 
not  to  be  compared,  either  in  its  nature  or  in  its  consequences, 
with  the  destructive  principles  on  which  they  have  acted. 
It  has  been  their  practice,  if  not  system,  to  in^quire,  to  cen- 
sure, and  not  to  punish.  As  long  as  the  misconduct  of  per- 
sons in  power  in  Bengal  was  encouraged  by  nothing  but  the 
hopes  of  concealment,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  they  felt 
some  restraint  upon  their  actions,  and  that  they  stood  in 
some  awe  of  the  power  placed  over  them.  Whereas  it  is  to 
be  apprehended,  that  the  late  conduct  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors tells  them  in  effect,  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  certainty  of  a  discovery. 

On  the  same  principle  on  which  your  committee  have 
generally  limited  their  researches  to  the  persons  placed  by 
parliament,  or  raised  or  put  in  nomination  by  the  court  of 
directors  to  the  highest  station  in  Bengal,  it  was  also  their 
original  wish  to  limit  those  inquiries  to  the  period  at  which 
parliament  interposed  its  authority  between  the  Company 
and  their  servants,  and  gave  a  new  constitution  to  the  presi- 
dency of  Fort  William.  If  the  Company's  servants  had 
taken  a  new  date  from  that  period,  iand  if  from  thenceforward 
their  conduct  had  corresponded  with  the  views  of  the  legis- 
lature, it  is  probable  that  a  review  of  the  transactions  of  re- 
moter periods  would  not  have  been  deemed  necessary,  and 
that  the  remembrance  of  them  would  have  been  gradually 
effaced,  and  finally  buried  in  oblivion.  But  the  reports, 
which  your  committee  have  already  made,  have  shown  the 
House,  that  from  the  year  1772,  when  those  proceedings  com- 
menced in  parliament,  on  which  the  act  of  the  following  year 
was  founded,  abuses  of  every  kind  have  prevailed  and  multi- 
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^^V -plied  in  Beogal  to  a  degree  unknown  iu  fanner  times,  and 
^^H  'kre  pert'eirtly  suffident  to  account  for  the  present  distre^  of 
^^H  the  Company's  sfiaira  both  at  home  and  abroad.     The  afiair, 
^^^  which  your  committee  now  lajs  before  the  Uouae,  occupies 
^^H*  too  large  a  space  in  the  Componv's  records,  and  is  of  too 
^^B  much  importance  in  eveiy  point  of  view,  to  be  paseed  over. 
^^"        Tour  committee  find,  that  in  March,  1775,  a  petition  was 
"        presented  to  the  goTemor-general  and  council  by  a  peraon 
called  Cqja  Kaworhe,  an  Armenian  merchant,  resident  at 
Dania,  (of  which  dirision  Mr.  Eichard  Barwell  had  lately 
been  chief,)  setting  forth  in  substance,  that,  in  November, 
1772,  the  petitioner  had  farmed  a  certain. salt  district,  called 
Savage-poor,  and  had  entered  into  a.  contract  with  the  com- 
mittee of  circuit  for  primding  and  delivering;  to  the  India 
Company  the  salt  produced  in  that  district :  that  in  1773  he 
farmed  another,  called  Selimabad,  on  similar  conditions.    He 
alleges,  that  in  Fehruary,  1 774,  when  Mr.  Barwell  arrived  at 
Dacca,  he  charged  the  petitioner  with  1,25,500  rupeea  (equal 
to  £13,000)  aa  a  contnbution ;  and,  in  order  to  levy  it,  did 
'the  same  year  deduct  20,799  rupeea  from  the  amount  of  the 
advance-money,  which  wasordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner, 
-on  account  of  the  India  Company,  for  the  provision  of  salt  in 
the  two  farms ;  and,  alter  domg  bo,  compelled  the  petitioner 
'to  execute  and  give  him  four  different   bouds  for  77,627 
rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Porran  Paul,  for  the  remainder 
of  such  contribution,  or  unjust  profit. 

Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  petition  relative  to  the 
unjust  esaction.  The  harsh  means  of  compelling  the  pay- 
ment make  another  and  very  material  part ;  for  the  petitioner 
asserts,  that,  in  order  to  recover  the  amount  of  the.ae  bondt, 
irds  were  placed  over  him,  and  that  Mr.  Barwell,  by  ill 
and  oppressions,  recovered  from  him  at  different  tunes 
■48,656  Arcot  rupeea,  besides  283  rupees  extorted  by  the 
guard ; — that,  after  this  payment,  two  of  the  bonds,  contain- 
ing 36,313  rupees,  were  restored  to  him.  and  he  was  agmn 
Committed  to  the  charge  of  four  Peons  (or  guards)  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  remaining  two  bonds.  The  petition 
further  charges,  that  the  said  gentleman  and  his  people  had 
also  extorted  from  the  petitioner  other  sums  of  money, 
which,  taken  together,  amount(<d  to  25,000  rupees. 

Bat  the  heavieat  grievance  alleged  by  him  is,  that,  a" 
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the  sums  of  money  had  been  extorted  on  account  of  the  farms, 
the  faith  usual  in  such  transactions  is  allowed  not  to  have 
been  kept ;  but,  after  the  petitioner  had  been  obliged  to  buy, 
or  compound  for,  the  farms,  that  they  were  taken  from  him ; 
— ^"that  the  said  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  about  his  de- 
parture from  Dacca,  in  October,  1774,  for  self-interest,  wrested 
trowL  the  petitioner  the  aforesaid  two  mahls  or  districts,  and 
farmed  them  to  another  person,  notwithstanding  he  had  ex- 
torted from  the  petitioner  a  considerable  sum  of  money  on 
account  of  those  Pergunnahs." 

To  this  petition  your  committee  find  two  accounts  annexed, 
in  wiiich  the  sums,  said  to  be  paid  to,  or  taken  by,  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  and  the  respective  dates  of  the  several  payments,  are 
specified;  and  they  find,  that  the  account  of  particulars 
agrees  with  and  makes  up  the  gross  sum  charged  in  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Barwell' s  immediate  answer  to  the  preceding  charge 
is  contained  in  two  letters  to  the  board,  dated  23rd  and  24th 
of  March,  1775.  The  answer  is  remarkable.  He  asserts, 
that  "  the  whole  of  Kaworke*s  relation  is  a  gross  misrepre- 
sentation of  facts ; — ^that  the  simple  fact  was,  that  in  January, 
1774,  the  salt  mahls  of  Savage-poor  and  Selimabad  became 
his,  and  were  re-let  by  him  to  this  man,  in  the  names  of  Bus- 
sant  Boy  and  Kissen  Deb,  on  condition,  that  he  should 
account  with  him  (Mr.  Barwell)  for  profits  to  a  certain  sum : 
and  that  he  (Mr,  Barwell)  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the 
persuasion  of  its  being  a  ver^  profitable  farm  ;*^  and  he  con- 
cludes with  saying,  "  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reasoning,  and 
the  wish  to  add  to  mt/ fortune  has  warped  my  judgment,  in  a 
transaction  that  may  appear  to  the  board  in  a  light  different 
to  what  I  view  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot  recall  it ;  and  I 
rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a  fact."  In  his 
second  letter  he  says,  "  To  the  honourable  court  of  directors 
I  will  submit  all  my  rights  in  the  salt  contracts  I  engaged 
in ;  and  If,  in  their  opinion,  those  rights  vest  in  the  Com- 
pany, I  will  account  to  them  for  the  last  shilling  I  have  re- 
ceived from  such  contracts,  my  intentions  being  upright ; 
and,  as  I  never  did  wish  to  profit  myself  to  the  prejudice 
of  my  employers,  by  their  judgment  I  will  be  implicitly 
directed." 

The  majority  of  the  board  desired  that  Kaworke's  petition 
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sbould  be  truumitted  to  Sng-laud  by  tbe  ship  tbcn  uiidor 
despatch;  and  it  ■WM  aooordinirljr  sent,  with  Mr,  BarwoU's 
repIieB.  Mr.  Barwell  mored,  that  a  vommitti^e  shuulil  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  coiuidentioii  what  ha  had  to  offer  on 
the  subject  rf  Ejtworice'fl  petition ;  and  a  committee  ka3 
aecordii^lT'  appointed,  oonnstiiig  of  all  the  mismbera  of  the 
coimcil,  exoe^  the  govemor^nenl. 

The  committee  opened  tluir  proceedln^a  xrith  reading  a 
second  petition  from  Eawo^e,  containing  corrected  accounts 
of  cash,  said  to  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
and  unwarrantable  prdflti  token  or  received  from  him  by 
Bichard'  Borwell,  Eaquire ;  all  uliich  nre  inaertad  at  largp 
in  the  Appendix.  By  these  aoc  a  Mr.  Barwcll  is  charged 
with  a  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,4zi  u|)pea  to  Kawoike.  The 
principal  difference  between  him  and  Mr.  Burn-ell  oriaes  from 
a  different  mode  of  atating  the  accounts  acknowledged  to 
exist  between  them.  In  tfo  account  current,  signed  by  Mr. 
Barwell,  he  giyea  Kawo^e  credit  for  the  receipt  of  98,426 
rupees,  and  uuu^es  bim  with  a  boiouM  of  27,073  rayem. 

The  &cta  stated,  or  admitted,  by  Mr.  Barwell  are  aa  fbllmr : .  ' 
that  the  salt  iarmii  of  Belimabad  and  SaTage-poor  wen  Ut, 
and  re-let  by  him  to  the  two  Armenian  merchanta,  Michael 
and  ICaworke,  on  condition  of  their  payinff  him  1,SS,000 
rupees,  exclusive  of  their  enga^ments  to  the  Company ;  that 
the  engagement  was  written  in  the  name  of  BttueuU  Baf, 
and  Kuttn  Deb  Sing ;  and  Mr.  Barwell  says,  that  the  leaaoB 
of  its  being  "  in  these  people's  names  was  because  it  mw  net 
thought  contittent  with  the  ptibUc  reguiationt,  that  lA«  iwatw 
of  any  Europeans  should  appear." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  policy  was  carried  to  still  greater 
length ;  means  were  used  to  remove  such  an  o~bnoxious  pro- 
ceeding, OS  for  as  possible,  from  the  pubhc  eye ;  and  tbey 
were  such  as  will  strongly  impress  the  Houae  with  the  &cility 
of  abuse,  and  the  extreme  oifficulty  of  detection,  in  awry- 
thing  which  relates  to  the  Indian  administration.  For  the«e 
substituted  persons  were  vgain  represented  by  the  further 
substitution  of  another  name,  viz.  Rada  Chum  Deg,  whom 
Mr.  Barwell  asserts  to  be  a  real  person  living  at  Dacca,  and 
who  stood  for  the  factory  of  Dacca ;  whereas  the  Armenian 
affirms,  that  there  was  no  such  person  aa  Rada  Chtun,  tpA 
that  it  was  a  fictitious  name. 
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Mr.  Barwell,  in  his  justification,  proceeds  to  affirm,  that 
Coja  Kaworke  never  had  the  management  of  the  salt  mahls, 
"  but  on  condition  of  accounting  to  the  former  chief  and  to 
Mr,  Barwell,  for  a  specified  advantage  arising  from  thhn — 
that  Mr.  Barwell  determined,  without  he  could  reconcile  the 
interests  of  the  public  with  his  own  private  emoluments^  that 
he  would  not  engage  in  this  concern ;  and  that,  when  he  took 
an  interest  in  it,  it  was  for  specified  benefit,  in  money,  and 
every  condition  in  the  puhHc  engagement  to  be  answered.*' 

Tour  committee  have  stated  the  preceding  facts  in  the 
same  terms  in  which  they  are  stated  by  Mr.  Barwell.  The 
House  is  to  judge  how  far  they  amount  to  a  defence  against 
the  charges  contained  in  Kaworke' s  petition,  or  to  an  ad- 
mission of  the  truth  of  the  principal  part  of  it.  Mr.  Barwell 
does  not  allow,  that  compulsion  was  used  to  extort  the 
money,  which  he  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  that  the 
latter  was  dispossessed  of  the  farms  in  consequence  of  an 
offer  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  by  another  person  {Ramsunder 
Paulet)  to  pay  him  a  lack  of  rupees  more  for  them.  The 
truth  of  these  charges  has  not  been  ascertained.  They  were 
declared  by  Mr.  Barwell  to  be  false,  but  no  attempt  was 
made  by  him  to  invalidate  or  confute  them,  though  it  con- 
cerned his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty  in  the  station 
wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  of  such  a  nature  should 
have  been  disproved,  at  least  the  accuser  should  have  been 
pushed  to  the  proof  of  them.  Nothing  of  this  kind  appears 
to  have  been  done,  or  even  attempted. 

The  transaction  itself,  as  it  stands,  is  clearly  collusive ; 
the  form,  in  which  it  is  conducted,  is  clandestine,  and  mys- 
terious in  an  extraordinary  degree ;  and  the  acknowledged 
object  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by  an  agent 
and  trustee  of  the  Company  at  the  expense  of  his  employers, 
and  of  which  he  confesses  he  has  received  a  considerable  part. 

The  committee  of  the  governor-general  and  council  appear 
to  have  closed  their  proceedings  with  several  resolutions, 
which,  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr.  Barwell  as  a  defence, 
are  inserted  in  the  Appendix.  The  whole  are  referred  thi- 
ther together,  on  account  of  the  ample  extent  of  the  answer. 
These  papers  will  be  found  to  throw  considerable  light  not 
only  on  the  points  in  question,  but  on  the  general  adminis- 
tration of  the  Company's  revenues  in  Bengal.     On  some 
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passages  in  Mr.  Barwell'a  defence,  or  account  of  hia  condoct, 
your  committee  offer  tbe  folLowing  remarks  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House : — 

la  hie  letter  of  the  23rd  March,  1775,  he  says,  that  he 
engE^ed  for  Savage-poor  in  the  perittaxion  of  its  being  a  vety 
profitable  farm.  In  thia  place  your  committee  think  it 
proper  to  state  the  17th  article  of  tbe  regulationa  of  the 
committee  of  circuit,  formed  iu  May,  1772,  hy  the  president 
&nd  council,  of  which  Mr.  Borwell  was  a  memher,  together 
■with  their  own  observationa  thereupon. 

17th.  "  That  no  PeBhcor,  Banvan,  or  other  servant,  of 
whatever  denomination,  of  the  collector,  or  relation  or  de- 

Sendeut  of  any  such  servant,  be  allowed  to  fana  lands,  nor 
irectiy  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to 
be  security  for  any  farmer;  that  the  collector  he  strictly  en- 
joined to  prevent  such  practices ;  and  that,  if  it  shall  be  dis- 
covered that  any  one  under  a  fahe  name,  or  any  kind  of 
coUution,  hath  found  means  to  evade  this  order,  he  shall  be 
subject  to  a  heavy  fine,  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  the 
farm,  and  the  farm  shall  be  re-let,  or  made  K-haa :  and  if  it 
shall  appear  that  the  collector  shall  have  countenanced,  ap* 
proved,  or  connived  at  a  breach  of  thia  regulation,  be  shall 
stand  ipso  facto  dismissed  from  hia  collcctorship.  Neither 
shall  any  European,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  permitted  to 
rent  lands  in  any  part  of  the  country." 

Remark  by  ike  Board. 

17th.  "  If  the  collector,  or  any  persona  who  partake  of  his 
authority,  are  permitted  to  be  the  farmers  of  the  country,  no 
other  persons  will  dare  to  be  their  competitors,  of  course 
they  will  obtain  the  farms  on  their  own  terms.  It  a  not  fit 
f&at  the  servants  of  the  Company  »hauld  be  dealers  with  that 
masters.  The  collectors  are  checks  on  the  farmers.  If  they 
themaeivee  turn  farmers,  what  checks  can  be  found  for  tkemi  ' 
What  security  will  the  Company  have  for  their  property,  or  i 
where  are  the  Byota  to  look  for  relief  against  oppreasiona  ?" 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  preceding  regulation  aeemto 
your  committee  to  he  perfectly  juat ;  but  they  can  by  uO 
means  be  reconciled  to  those,  which  induced  Mr.  Barwell  to 
ehgage  in  the  salt  farms  of  Selimabad  and  Savage-poor.  In 
the  first  place,  his  doing  bo  is  at  length  a  direct  mid  avowed,  ' 
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though  at  first  a  covert,  violation  of  the  public  regulation,  to 
which  he  was  himself  a  party,  as  a  member  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  wejl  as  an  act  of  disobedience  to  the  Company's 
positive  orders  on  this  subject.  In  their  general  letter  of 
the  17th  May,  1766,  the  court  of  directors  say,  "  "We  posi- 
tively order,  that  no  covenanted  servant,  or  Englishman,  re- 
siding under  our  protection,  shall  be  suffered  to  hold  any 
land  for  his  own  account,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  his  own 
name  or  that  of  others,  or  to  be  concerned  in  any  farms  or 
revenues  whatsoever." 

Secondlv,  If,  instead  of  letting  the  Company's  lands  or 
farms  to  mdifferent  persons,  their  Ege^it  or  trustee  be  at 
liberty  zo  hold  them  himself,  he  wiU  always  (on  principles 
stated  and  adhered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  sufficient  reason 
for  farming  them  on  his  own  account,  since  he  can  at  all 
times  make  them  as  profitable  as  he  pleases ;  or  if  he  leases 
them  to  a  third  person,  yet  reserves  an  intermediate  profit 
for  himself,  that  profit  may  be  as  great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and 
must  be  necessarily  made  at  the  Company's  expense.  If  at 
the  same  time  he  be  collector  of  the  revenues,  it  will  be  his 
interest  to  recommend  remissions  in  favour  of  the  nominal 
fermer,  and  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  sink  the  amount 
of  his  collections. 

These  principles,  and  the  correspondent  practices,  leave 
the  India  Company  without  any  security,  that  all  the  leases 
of  the. lands  of  Bengal  may  not  have  been  disposed  of  under 
that  administration,  which  made  the  five  years  settlement  in 
1772,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  purpose. 

To  enable  the  House  to  judge  how  far  this  apprehension 
may  be  founded,  it  will  be  proper  to  state,  that  Mr.  Nicholas 
G-rueber,  who  preceded  Mr.  Barwell  in  the  chiefship  of 
Dacca,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  of  April,  1775,  declares,  that 
he  paid  to  the  committee  of  circuit  12,000  rupees  as  their 
profit  on  a  single  salt-farm;  which  sum,  he  says,  "I  paid 
the  committee  at  their  request,  before  their  departure  from 
Dacca,  and  reimbursed  myself,  out  of  the  advances  directed 
to  be  issued  for  the  provision  of  the  salt."  Thus  one  illicit 
and  mischievous  transaction  always  leads  to  another;  and 
the  irregular  farming  of  revenue  brings  on  the  misapplication 
of  the  commercial  advances. 

Mr.  Barwell  professes  himself  to  be  sensible,  "  that  a  wish 
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to  add  to  hii  fortune  mat/  possibli/ have  warped  kls  judgment ; 
and  that  he  rather  chooses  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a 
fact."  But  your  committi^e  art;  of  opiuioD,  that  tlie  extra- 
ordinary caution,  and  the  intricate  contrivfttices,  with  which 
hia  share  in  this  triLnaaction  is  wrapped  up,  form  a  suf&cient 
proof,  that  he  wm  not  altogether  misled  in  his  judgment ; 
and  though  there  might  be  some  merit  in  acknowledging  an 
error  before  it  was  discovered,  there  could  be  very  little  in  a 
a  confesaion  produced  by  previous  detection. 

The  reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in  defence  of  the 
clandestine  part  of  this  transaction,  seem  to  your  committee 
to  be  insufficient  in  themselves,  and  not  very  fit  to  he  urged 
by  a  man  in  his  station.     In  one  place  he  aoys,  that  "  it  was 
not  thought  consistent  with  the  public  regulations,  that  the 
names  of  any  Europeans  should  appear"     In  another,  he 
soys,  "  I  am  aware  of  the  objection,  that  has  been  made  to 
the  English  taking  farms  under  the  names  of  natives,  as  pro- 
hibited by  the  Company's  orders ;  and  I  must  deviate  a  little 
npon  this.     It  has  been  generally  understood,  that  the  scope 
and  tendency  of  the  honourable  Company's  prohibition  of 
farms  to  Europeans  waa  meant  only  to  esprude  such  as  could 
not  possibly,  in  their  own  pcrBona,  come  imder  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Dewanny  courts  of  Adawiet,  because,  npon  any 
■failure  of  engagements,  upon  any  complaint  of  unjuBt  fflp- 
presaion,  or  other  cause  of  discontent  whatever,  it  was  sup- 
poaed  an  European  might  screen  himself  from  the  process  of 
the  country  judicature.     But  it  was  never  supposed,  (fiai  on 
I   European  of  credit  and  Tesponsihiliti/  waa  aosolutely  inca- 
I  pable  from  noiding  certain  tenures  under  the  sanction  and 
L  authority  of  the  country  laws,  or  from  becoming  security  for 
I  iueh  native  farmers,  contractors,  &c.,  &c.,  as  he  might  protect 
I  and  employ," 

I  Tour  committee  have  opposed  this  construction  of  Mr. 
I  Barwell's  to  the  positive  order,  which  the  conduct  it  is  meant 
i  to  colour  has  violated,  "  Europeans  of  credit  and  responw- 
r'bility,"  that  is,  Europeans  armed  with  wejilth  and  power,  and 
1.  exercising  offices  of  authority  and  trust,  instead  ot  being  eK- 
I  cepted  from  the  spirit  of  the  restriction,  must  bo  supposed 
I  the  persona  who  are  chiefly  meant  to  be  comprehended  m  it  j 
I  for,  abstract  the  idea  of  an  European  from  the  ideas  of  povra 
f  and  influence,  and  the  restriction  is  no  longer  rational.      *"% 
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Yoiir  eommitte*  are  therefore  of  opinion,  thnt  the  nnture 
of  the  evil,  which  was  meant  to  he  prevented  hy  the  nhove 
ordera  and  regulations,  was  not  altered,  or  the  evil  itself  dj- 
minisbed,  by  the  collusive  methods  made  use  of  to  evade 
them ;  and  that  if  the  reguIatioiiB  were  proper  (na  they  nn- 
qneationably  were)  they  ought  to  have  been  punctually  com- 
plied with  ;  particularly  by  the  members  of  the  government, 
*oha  formed  the  plan,  and  who,  as  trustees  of  the  Company, 
were  especially  answerable  for  their  being  duly  carried  into 
eiecution.  Tour  committee  have  no  reason  to  beliere,  that 
it  could  ever  have  been  generally  understood,  "  that  the  Com- 
pany's prohibition  of  farms  to  Europeans  was  meant  only  to 
eiclude  such  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  persons, 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dewanny  courts;" — no 
such  restriction  is  so  much  as  hinted  at.  And,  if  it  bad  been 
BO  understood,  Mr.  Harwell  was  one  of  the  persons,  who, 
Irom  their  rnnli,  station,  and  influence,  must  have  been  the 
principal  objects  of  the  prohibition.  Since  the  establishment 
i£  the  Company's  influence  in  Bengal,  no  Europeans,  of  any 
nok  whatever,  have  been  subject  to  the  process  of  the  coun- 

S'  judicature ;  and  whether  they  act  avowedly  for  them* 
ves,  and  take  farms  in  their  own  name,  or  substitute  uatire 
Indians  to  act  for  them,  the  diflerence  is  not  material.  The 
same  influence,  that  skreened  an  European  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  country  courts,  would  have  equally  protected  hia 
native  agent  and  representative.  For  many  years  past  the 
Company's  servants  have  ■presided  in  those  courts,  and  in 
comparison  with  their  authority  the  native  authority  is  no- 
thing. 

The  earliest  instructions,  that  appe;^  to  have  been  given 
by  the  court  of  dii'ectors  in  consequence  of  these  transactions 
in  Bengal,  are  dated  the  5th  of  February,  1777.  In  their 
letter  of  that  date  they  applaud  the  proceedings  of  the  board, 
meaning  the  msjority,  (tfien  consisting  of  General  Clavering, 
Colonel  Mohson,  and  Mr.  Francis,)  oi  highly  tneritoriour, 
and  promise  them  their^rmesl  support.  "  Some  of  the  caiei, 
they  say,  are  aoflagranlly  corrvpt,  and  otberi  attended  trirt 
drcunutaHees  no  oppressive  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  tcould 
be  unJHtt  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unpunished."  With 
this  observation  their  proceedings  appear  to  have  ended,  and 
paused  for  more  than  a  year. 


tb    M 
ud  V 


^BllS  BEPOIfr  OF    A   COHUIXTEB  ^^^ 

^^M      On  the  4th  of  March,  1778.  tlie  direntora  appear  to  haye 
^^V  MBumed  the  subject.     In  their  letter  ot'  that  uate  tbey  in- 
^^f  atructed  the  goTeroor  and  council  forthwitli  to  cummeDce 
^^^  a  proBBCUtion,  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  against 
the  peraona  who  coraposed  the  committer  of  circuit,  or  their 
representatives,  and  also  against  Mr.  BarwEiU,  in  order  to 
recover,  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  the  amount  of  all  ad- 
vantages acquired  by  them  from  their  several  engagements  in 
salt  contracts  and  farms.    Adverting,  however,  to  the  declar- 
ation made  by  llr.  Barwell,  that  he  would  8<;couDt  to  the 
^^^   court  of  directora  for  the  laat  shilling  he  had  received,  and 
^^^  abide  implicitly  by  their  judgment,  they  thought  it  probable, 
^^B  that,  on  being  acquainted  with  their  peremptory  orders  for 
^^V  commencing  a,  prosecution,  he  might  be  desirous  of  paying 
^^^  his  share  of  profits  into  the  Company's  treasury ;  and  they 
pointed  out  a  precaution  to  be  used  in  accepting  such  a 
tender  on  bia  part. 

On  this  part  of  the  transaction  your  committee  observe, 
that  the  court  of  directors  appear  bkmable  in  having  delayed 
till  February,  1777,  to  take  any  measure  in  consequence  of 
advices  so  interesting  and  important,  and  ou  a  matter  con- 
cerning which  they  had  made  so  strong  a  declaration ;  wo- 
sidering,  that,  early  in  April,  177C,  they  say,  "  they  had 
investigated  the  charges,  and  had  then  come   to   certain 
resolutions  concerning  them."     But  their  delaying  to  send 
out  positive  orders  for  commencing  a  prosecution  against 
the  parties  concerned  till  March,  1778,  cannot  be  accountsd 
for.     In  the  former  letter  they  promise,  if  they  should  find     i 
it  necessary,  to  return  the  original  covenants  of  such  of  their     , 
servants  as  had  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  undae  re*     j 
eeipt  of  money,  in  order  to  enable  the  govemor-generai  and     i 
council  to  recover  the  same  by  suits  in  the  supreme  coort. 
But  your  committee  do  not  find,  that  the  covenants  were 
ever  transmitted  to  Bengal.     To  whatever  cause  these  in- 
stances of  neglect  and  delay  may  be  attributed,  they  could     ! 
not  fail  to  create  an  opinion  in  Bengal,  that  the  court  of 
directors  were  not  heartily  intent  upon  the  eiecutioa  of 
their  own  orders,  and  to  maeouroge  those  members  of  go- 
vernment, who  were  disposed  to  undertake  so  invidioiu  a 
duty. 

In  consequence  of  these  delays,  even  their  Jlrat  orders  did 
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not  arriye  in  Bengal  until  some  time  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  Monson,  when  the  whole  power  of  the  board  had 
devolved  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell.  When  they 
sent,  what  they  call  their  positive  orders,  in  March,  1778,  they 
had  long  been  apprized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson,  and 
must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of  the  effect  which  that 
event  would  have  oa  the  subsequent  measures  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  governor-general  and  council.  Their  opinion  of 
the  principles  of  those  gentlemen  appears  in  their  letter  of 
the  28th  of  November,  1777,  wherein  they  say,  "  they  can- 
not but  express  their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting 
away  their  property  in  perpetuity  should  have  devolved  upon 
such  persons." 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  appears  to  be 
open  to  objections  of  a  nature  still  more  serious  and  import- 
ant. A  recovery  of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell' s,  profits 
seems  to  be  the  only  purpose,  which  they  even  professed  to 
have  in  view.  But  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  to 
preserve  the  reputation  and  dignity  of  the  government  of 
Bengal  was  a  much  more  important  object,  and  ought  to 
have  been  their  first  consideration.  The  prosecution  was 
not  the  piureuit  of  mean  and  subordinate  persons,  who  mi^ht, 
with  SMety  to  the  public  interest,  remain  in  their  seats 
during  such  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  It  appears  very 
doubtful,  whether,  if  there  were  grounds  for  such  a  prosecu- 
tion, a  proceeding  in  G-reat  Britain  were  not  more  politic 
than  one  in  Bengal.  Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  directors,  but  upon  grounds  that  would 
have  fully  authorized  the  recall  of  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion. This  prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  seriously 
imdertaken,  and  to  have  succeeded,  must  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  government,  and  to  degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  all 
India.  On  the  other  hand,  to  intrust  a  man,  armed  as  he 
was  with  all  the  powers  of  his  station,  and  indeed  of  the 
government,  with  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution  against  him- 
self, was  altogether  inconsistent  and  absurd.  The  same 
letter  in  which  they  give  these  orders,  exhibits  an  example, 
which  sets  the  inconsistency  of  their  conduct  in  a  stronger 
light,  because  the  case  is  somewhat  of  a  similar  nature,  but 
infinitely  less  pressing  in  its  circumstances.  Observing, 
that  the  board  of  trade  had  commenced  a  prosecution  against 
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Mr.  Williuin  Bitrton,  a  member  of  tliat  board,  for  various  aete 
of  peeuliition  committed  by  him,  they  eay,  "  We  must  be  of 
opinion,  that,  as  pTOsecaliotis  are  aetwalli/  carrying  on  againet 
hint  by  our  board  of  trade,  he  is,  during  such  prosecution  at 
least,  an  improper  perxon  to  hold  a  seat  at  that  board;  and 
therefore  we  direct,  that  he  be  suspended  from  the  Com- 

>pany'8  service  until  our  further  pleasure  concerning  hini  be 
known." — The  principle  laid  down  in  this  inutruetion,  even 
t>efore  their  oivn  opinion  concerning  Mr.  Barton's  case  was 
declared,  and  merely  on  the  prosecution  of  others,  serves  to 
render  their  conduct  not  very  accountable  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Barwell.  Mr.  Barton  was  in  a  subordinate  situation,  tind 
bis  remaining  or  not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no 
moment  to  the  prosecution.     Mr.  Barton  was  but  one  of 

I  seven;  whereas  Mr.  Barwell  was  oue  of  four,  and,  with  the 
governor-general,  was  in  efl'ect  tbe  supreme  council. 
In  tbe  present  state  of  power  and  patronage  in  India,  and 
during  the  relations,  which  are  permitted  to  subsist  between 
the  judges,  the  prosecuting  officers,  and  the  council-general, 
your  committee  is  very  doubtful,  whether  the  mode  of  pro- 
•ecutiog  the  biglieHt  members  in  the  Bengal  government,  be- 
fore a  court  at  Calcutta,  could  have  been,  almost  in  any  case, 
advisable. 

It  is  posaible,  that  particular  persons,  in  high  judicial  and 
political  situations,  may,  by  force  of  an  unusual  strain  of 
virtue,  be  placed  far  above  the  influence  of  those  cireum- 

Iatances,  which  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make  an  iin- 
■presBion  on  the  human  mind.  But  your  committee,  Bensible 
that  laws  and  public  proceedings  ought  to  be  made  for  general 
fiitoationa,  and  not  for  personal  dispositions,  are  not  inclined 
to  have  any  confidence  in  the  effect  of  criminal  proceedings, 
Tvbere  no  means  are  provided  for  preventing  a  mutual  con- 
nexion by  dependencies,  agencies,  and  employments,  between 
the  parties  who  ore  to  prosecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who 
are  to  be  prosecuted  and  to  be  tried. 

Your  committee,  in  a  former  report,  have  stated  the  con- 
sequences which  tbey  apprehended  from  the  dependency  of 
I  the  judges  on  the  governor-general  and  council  of  Bengal : 
and  tbe  House  has  entered  into  their  ideas  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Since  that  time  it  appears,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has 
accepted  of  tbe  guardianship  of  Mr,  Barwell's  children,  and 
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was  the  trustee  for  his  affairs.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent 
this  sort  of  connexion ;  and  it  is  possible,  that  it  might  not 
at  all  affect  the  mind  of  that  judge,  or*  (upon  his  account) 
indirectly  influence  the  conduct  of  his  brethren ;  but  it  must 
forcibly  affect  the  minds  of  those,  who  have  matter  of  com- 
plaint against  government,  and  whose  cause. the  court  of 
directors  appear  to  espouse,  in  a  country  where  the  authority 
of  the  court  of  directors  has  seldom  been  exerted  but  to  be 
despised ;  where  the  operation  of  laws  is  but  very  imperfectly 
understood ;  but  where  men  are  acute,  sagacious,  and  even 
suspicious  of  the  effect  of  aU  personal  connexions.  Their 
suspicions,  though  perliaps  not  rightly  applied  to  every  in- 
dividual, will  induce  them  to  take  indications  from  the  sittia- 
tions  and  connexions  of  the  prosecuting  parties,  as  well  as  (if 
the  judges.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Naylor, 
the  Company's  attorney,  lived  in  Mr.  Barwell's  house;  the 
late  My'.  Bogle,  the  Company's  commissioner  of  law  suits, 
owed  his  place  to  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
BarweU,  by  whom  the  office  was  created  for  him ;  and  Sir 
John  Day,  the  Company's  advocate,  who  arrived  in  Bengal 
in  February,  1779,  had  not  been  four  months  in  Calcutta, 
when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
doubled  his  salary,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Erancis 
and  Mr.  Wheler.   . 

If  the  directors  are  kndwn  to  devolve  the  whole  cognizance 
of  the  offences  charged  on  their  servants,  so  highly  situated, 
upon  the  supreme  court,  an  excuse  will  be  furnished,  if  al- 
ready it  has  not  been  furnished,  to  the  directors  for  declining 
the  use  of  their  own  proper  political  power  and  authority  in 
examining  into  and  animadverting  on  the  conduct  of  their 
servants.  Their  true  character,  as  strict  masters  and  vigilant 
governors,  will  merge  in  that  of  prosecutors.  Their  force 
and  energy  will  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  processes ; 
in  law  suits,  wtich  can  never  end,  and  which  are  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  very  dependents  of  those  who  are  under  prosecu- 
tion. On  their  part,  these  servants  will  decline  giving 
satisfaction  to  their  masters,  because  they  are  already  be- 
fore another  tribunal ;  and  thus,  by  shifting  responsibility 
from  hand  to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat  the  wnole  spirit 
of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  real  restraints  on  their  actions, 
may  be  iu  time  formed  between  the  servants,  directors,  pro- 
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■ecaton,  and  court.  Of  thU  great  danger  your  cammittee 
will  take  further  oaticc  in  anotlier  place. 

No  aotiee  whaterer  appesu^  to  nave  been  taken  of  the 
Company's  orders  in  Bengal  til]  the  llth  of  January,  1779, 
when  Mr.  Barwell  mored,  lAal  the  claim  made  upon  him  bjf 
tke  court  of  direclori  should  be  gubmitted  to  the  Campania 
tamferx,  and  that  they  thould  br.  perfectly  iattrveted  to  prose- 
cute upon  it.  In  bis  minute  of  that  date  he  ears,  '"  that  the 
Mate  of  hit  health  had  long  $iru;e  rendered  it  ntcestari/for  him 
to  return  to  Europe.'^ 

Your  rommitt^  observe,  that  he  continued  in  Bengal  an- 
other year.  He  nays,  "that  he  had  hitherto  waited  for  the 
arrival  of  Sir  John  bay.  the  CompMiy'a  adTO(»te ;  but  as  the 
Beaaon  was  now  far  advanced,  he  wished  to  bring  the  trial 
■peedily  to  issue." 

In  this  minute  he  retracts  hia  original  engf^ment  to  Bub- 
mit  hiiDBelf  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors,  ''and  to 
account  to  them  for  the  last  shilling  he  had  received."  He 
says,  "  that  no  merit  had  been  given  him  for  the  offer  ;  that 
a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been  attempted  to  be 
made  of  it,  by  first  declining  it,  and  descending  to  abuse,  and 
then  giving  orders  upon  it  as  if  it  had  been  rejected,  when 
ealled  upon  hy  him  in  the  person  of  hia  agent  to  bring  home 
the  cha^e  of  delinquency. 

Mr.  Harwell's  reflections  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  directors  are  not  altogether  clearly  expressed ;  nor  does  it 
appear  distinctly  to  what  facts  he  alludes.  He  asserts  that  a 
most  uiyufltifiahle  advantage  had  been  attempted  to  be  made 
of  his  offer.  The  fact  ia,  the  court  of  directors  have  nowhere 
declined  accepting  it ;    on  the  contrary,  they  caution  the 

.IKivernor-general  and  council  about  the  miraner  of  receiving 
Sie  tender  of  the  money,  which  they  eipect  him  to  make. 

'They  say  nothing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr.  Barwell'a 
agent  in  England ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  your  committee,  that 
they  "  have  descended  to  abuse."  They  have  a  right,  and  it 
is  their  duty,  to  esprese,  in  distinct  and  appropriate  teraH, 
their  sense  of  all  hlamable  conduct  in  their  ser\-ants. 

80  far  as  mfty  be  collected  from  the  evidence  of  the  Com- 
pany's records,  Mr.  Barwell's  assertions  do  not  appear  well 

■  supported  ;  but  even  if  they  were  more  plausible,  your  com- 
inittee  apprehend,  that  he  could  not  be  discharged  from  hia 
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solemn  recorded  promise  to  abide  by  the  judgment  oi  the 
court  of  directors.  Their  judgment  was  declared  by  their  re-, 
solution  to  prosecute,  which  it  depended  upon  himself  to 
satisfy  by  making  good  his  engagement.  To  excuse  his  not 
complying  with  the  Company's  claims,  he  says,  "  that  his 
compliance  would  be  urged  as  a  confession  of  delinquency, 
and  to  proceed  from  conviction  of  his  having  usurped  on  the 
rights  of  the  Company. ^^  Considerations  of  this  nature  might 
properly  have  induced  Mr.  BarweU  to  stand  upon  his  right 
m  tne  first  instance,  "  and  to  appeaV^  (to  use  his  own  words) 
**  to  the  laws  of  his  country  in  order  to  vindicate  his  fame.** 
But  his  performance  could  not  have  more  weight  to  irder  de- 
linquency, than  his  promise.  Tour  committee  think  his 
observation  comes  too  late. 

If  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  acknowledged  the 
facts,  and  submitted  himself  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  of 
directors,  the  suit  would  have  been  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
Francis ;  whereas  in  the  year  1779  his  influence  at  the  board 
gave  him  the  conduct  of  it  himself.  In  an  interval  of  four 
years  it  may  be  presumed,  that  great  alterations  might  have 
happened  in  the  state  of  the  evidence  against  him. 

in  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  governor-general 
and  council  the  House  will  find,  that  Mr.  BarweU  complained, 
that  his  instances  for  carrying  on  the  prosecution  were  inef- 
fectual, owing  to  the  legal  difficulties  and  delays  urged  by  the 
Company*  s  law  officers^  which  your  committee  do  not  find 
have  yet  been  removed.  As  far  as  the  latest  advices  reach, 
no  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  business.  In 
July,  1782,  the  court  of  directors  found  it  necessary  to  order 
an  account  of  all  suits  against  Europeans,  depending  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  to  be  transmitted  to  them,  and 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  them  to  a  determin- 
ation. 

SALTPETRE. 

The  next  article  of  direct  monopoly,  subservient  to  the 
Company's  export,  is  saltpetre.  This,  as  well  as  opium,  is 
far  the  greater  part  the  produce  of  the  province  of  Bahar. 
The  diflference  between  the  management  and  destination  of 
the  two  articles  has  been  this.:  until  the  year  1782,  the  opium 
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has  been  sold  in  the  touatry,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  lajd 
out  in  country  merchandise  for  the  Company's  export.  A 
great  part  of  the  Baltpetre  is  sent  out  in  kind,  and  never  has 
contributed  to  the  interior  circulntion  nnd  commerce  of 
Bengal.  It  ia  managed  by  agency  on  the  Company's  account. 
The  price  paid  to  the  manufacturer  is  invariable.  Some  of 
the  larger  undertakers  receive  advances  to  enable  them  to 
prosecute  their  work ;  hut  ae  they  are  not  always  equally 
careful  or  fortunate,  it  happens,  that  large  balances  aceumu- 
late  against  them.  Orders  have  been  sent  from  Calcutta 
from  time  to  time  to  recover  their  balances  ^th  little  or  no 
success,  but  with  great  vesatiou  to  all  concerned  in  the 
manufacture.  Sometimes  they  have  imprisoued  the  failing 
contractors  in  their  own  houses  ;  a  severity,  which  answers 
no  useful  purpose.  Such  persons  are  so  many  hands  de- 
tached from  the  improvement,  and  added  to  the  burthen,  of 
the  country.  They  are  persons  of  skill  drawn  from  the  fii- 
ture  supply  of  that  monopoly,  in  favour  of  which  they  are 

Srosecuted.  In  case  of  the  death  of  the  debtor,  this  rigorous 
euiond  falls  upon  the  ruined  houses  of  widows  and  orphaua, 
and  may  be  easily  converted  into  a  means  either  of  cruel 
■  oppression,  or  a  mercenary  indulgence,  according  to  the 
temper  of  the  eiaeters. 

Instead  of  thus  having  recourse  to  imprisonment,  the  old 

balance  is  sometinies  deducted  from  tlie  current  produce. 

This,  in  these  circumstances,  ia  a  grievous  discouragement. 

People  must  he  discouraged  from  eutering  into  a  business, 

when  the  commodity  being  £ied  to  one  invariable  standard, 

and  confined  to  one  market,  the  best  success  can  be  attended 

only  with  a  limited  advantage,  whilst  a  defective  produce 

^^    can  never  he  compensated  by  an  augmented  price.     Accord- 

^M,  ingly  very  little  of  these  advances  has  been  recovered.;  and 

^^L  after  much  vexation  the  pursuit  has  generally  been  aban- 

^^L  doned.     It  is  plain,  that  there  can  be  no  life  and  vigour  in 

^^■.Any  business  under  a,  monopoly  so  constituted  ;  nor  can  the 

^^H^ue  productive  resources  of  the  country,  in  so  large  au  ar- 

^^^ticle  of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to  be  fully  known. 

^^*       The  supply  for  the  Company's  demand  in  England  has 

rarely  fallen  short  of  two  thousand  tons,  nor  much  exceeded 

two  thouaand  five  hundred.     A  discretionary  allowance  of 

this  commodity  has  been  made  to  the  I'rench,  Dutch,  and 
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Danes,  who  purchase  their  allotted  shares  at  some  small  ad- 
vance on  the  Company's  price.  The  supply  destined  for  the 
London  market  is  proportioned  to  the  spare  tonnage ;  and, 
to  accommodate  that  tonnage,  the  saltpetre  is  sometimes 
sent  to  Madras,  and  sometimes  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that 
not  unfrequently  in  vessels  expressly  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Law,  chief  of  Patna,  being  examined  on  the  effect  of 
that  monopoly,  delivered  his  opinio%  that  with  regard  to  the 
Company's  trade  the  monopoly  was  advantageous ;  but  as 
sovereigns  of  the  country  they  must  be  losers  by  it.  These 
two.  capacities  in  the  Company  are  found  in  perpetual  con- 
tradiction. But  much  doubt  may  arise,  whether  this  mono- 
poly will  be  found  advantageous  to  the  Company,  either  in 
the  one  capacity  or  the  other.  The  gross  commooity,  mono- 
polized for  sale  in  London,  is  procured  from  the  revenues  in 
Bengal ;  the  certain  is  given  for  the  hazardous.  The  loss  of 
interest  on  the  advances,  sometimes  the  loss  of  the  prin- 
cipal ;  the  expense  of  carriage  from  Patna  to  Calcutta ;  the 
various  loadings  and  unloadings,  and  insurance  (which, 
though  borne  by  the  Company,  is  still  insurance)  ;  the  en- 
gagement for  the  ordnance,  limited  in  price,  and  irregular  in 
payment ;  the  charge  of  agency,  and  management  through 
all  its  gradations  and  successions  ;  when  all  these  are  taken 
into  consideration,  it  may  be  found,  that  the  gain  of  the 
Company  as  traders  will  be  far  from  compensating  their  loss 
as  sovereigns.  A  body  like  the  East-India  Company  can 
scarcely,  in  any  circumstance,  hope  to  carry  on  the  details  of 
such  a  business,  from  its  commencement  to  its  conclusion, 
with  any  degree  of  success.  In  the  subjoined  estimate  of 
profit  and  loss,  the  vahie  of  the  commodity  is  stated  at  its 
invoice  price  at  Calcutta.  But  this  affords  no  just  estimate 
of  the  whole  effect  of  a  dealing,  where  the  Company's  charge 
commences  in  the  first  rudiments  of  the  manufacture,  and 
not  at  the  purchase  at  the  place  of  sale  and  valuation ;  for 
they  may  be  heavy  losses  on  the  value,  at  which  the  saltpetre 
is  estimated,  when  shipped  off  on  that  account,  without  any 
appearance  in  the  account ;  and  the  inquiries  of  your  com- 
mittee to  find  the  charges  on  the  saltpetre  previous  to  the 
shipping  have  been  fruitless. 
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^^P  BRITISH  COVEBKMEN-T  I>'  INDIA.  ^^| 

The  other  lick,  by  which  India  is  bound  to  Great  Britaii^ 
IS  the  gpTeninient  established  there  originally  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Eust-India  Company,  and  afterwards  modified 
Ijy  parliauieut  by  the  acta  of  1773  and  1780  Thia  system 
of  goremment  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  at  least  as 
much  disordered,  and  a«  much  perverted  from  every  good 
purpose,  for  which  lawful  rule  is  established,  aa  the  trading 

»eTBtem  has  "been  from  every  just  principle  of  commerce. 
'icm.T  committee,  in  tracing  the  causes  of  this  disorder 
through  ita  effects,  have  first  considered  the  government  aa 
it  is  constituted  and  managed  within  itsel£  be^nning  with 
ita  most  essential  and  fundamental  part,  the  order  and  disci- 
pline by  which  the  supreme  authority  of  this  kingdom  is 
maintained. 

The  British  government  in  India  being  a  subordinate  and 
delegated  power,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  fundamental 
principle  in  such  a  system,  that  it  is  to  be  preserved  in  the 
etrietest  obedience  to  the  government  at  home.  AdminiB- 
tration  in  India,  at  an  immense  distance  from  the  seat  of  the 
supreme  authority ;  intrusted  with  the  most  estenaive  pow- 
ers ;  liable  to  the  greatest  temptations  ;  poasesaiug  the  am- 
plest means  of  abuse ;  ruling  over  a  people  guarded  by  no 
distinct  or  well-ascertained  privileges,  whose  language,  man- 
Jiers,  and  radical  prejudices  render  not  only  redress,  but  all 
icomplaint  on  their  part,  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty ;  such 
'■n  administration,  it  ia  evident,  never  can  be  made  subserTi- 
ient  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  or  even  tolerable  to  the 
natives,  but  by  the  strictest  rigour  in  esacting  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  authority  lawfully  set  over  it. 

But  your  committee  find,  that  thia  principle  haa  been  for 


^Kve: 


some  years  veiy  little  attended  to.  Before  the  passing  the 
act  of  1773,  the  professed  purpose  of  which  waa  to  secure  a 
better  subordination  in  the  Company's  servants,  such  waa  the 
firmness  with  which  the  court  of  directors  main- 
ise'i  Pifth  Re-  tained  their  authority,  that  they  displaced  Go- 
Kd'ApptTidix  f^srnor  Cartier,  confessedly  a  meritorious  servant, 
10  ihai  fttpon,  for  disobedience  of  orders ;  although  his  case  wsa 
""  "  not  a  great  deal  more  than  a  question,  by  whom 
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the  orders  were  to  be  obeyed.  Yet  the  directors  were  so 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  punctual  and  literal  obedience, 
that  conceiving  their  orders  went  to  the  parties  who  were  to 
obey,  as  well  as  to  the  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded  with  a 
strictness,  that,  in  all  cases,  except  that  of  their  peculiar  go- 
vernment, might  well  be  considered  as  rigorous.  But  in  pro- 
portion as  the  necessity  of  enforcing  obedience  grew  stronger 
and  more  urgent,  and  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  objects  affected  by  disobedience,  this  rigour 
has  been  relaxed.  Acts  of  disobedience  have  not  only  grown 
fiequent,  but  systematic ;  and  they  have  appeared  in  such 
instances,  and  are  manifested  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  amount, 
in  thp  Company's  servants,  to  little  less  than  absolute  inde- 
pendence ;  against  which,  on  the  part  of  the  directors,  there 
is  no  struggle,  and  hardly  so  much  as  a  protest  to  preserve 
a  claim. 

Before  ygur  committee  proceed  to  offer  to  the  House  their 
remarks  on  the  most  distinguished  of  these  instances,  the 
particulars  of  which  they  have  already  reported,  they  deem 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  some  detail  of  a  transaction  equally 
extraordinary  and  important,  though  not  yet  brought  ipto 
the  view  of  parliament,  which  appears  to  have  laid  the  found- 
ation of  the  principal  abuses  that  ensued,  as  well  as  to  have 
given  strength  and  encouragement  to  those  that  eidsted.  To 
this  transaction,  and  to  the  conclusions  naturally  deducible 
from  it,  your  committee  attribute  that  general  spirit  of  dis- 
obedience and  independence,  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the 
government  of  Bengal. 

Your  committee  find,  that  in  the  year  1775  Mr.  Lauchlan 
Macleane  was  sent  into  England  as  agent  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  and  to  Mr.  Hastings. — The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
in  assisting  to  extirpate,  for  a  sum  of  mon^y  to  be  paid  to 
the  Company,  the  innocent  nation  of  the  B/ohiUas,  had  drawn 
upon  him  the  censure  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  the 
unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  proprietors.  The  former 
had  even  resolved  to  prepare  an  application  to  his  Majesty 
for  Mr.  Hastings's  dismission. 

Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  proceeding.  Mr. 
Hastings  was  then  openly  supported  by  a  majority  of  the 
court  of  proprietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a  good  opi- 
nion of  his  general  ability  and  rectitude  of  intention,  not- 
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TrithBtandSng  the  imanimouB  censure  passed  upon  him.     In 
that  ceasuro  they  therefore  seemed  disposed  to  a«<jttieaee, 
without  pushing  the  matter  further.     But,  as  the  o&ence 
was  far  from  trifling,  and  the  condemnation  of  the  meaanre 
recent,  they  did  not  directly  attack  the  resolution  of  the  di- 
rectors to  apply  to  his  Majesty,  bnt  voted  in  the  baUot, 
^^^   that  it  should  be  re-considered.     The  business  therefore  re- 
^^L  jnained  in  suspense,  or  it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped,  for 
^^Ktome  months,  when  Mr.  Macleane  took  a  atep,  of  a  nature 
^^V'Dot  ia  the  least  to  be  expected  from  the  condition  in  'which 
^~  the  cause  of  his  principal  stood,  which  was  apparently  as 
fiiTOurable  as  the  circumstuiceB  could  bear,     lutherto  the 
support  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  general  court  was  only  by  a 
majority ;  but  if,  on  application  from  the  directors,  he  should 
be  removed,  a  mere  majority  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
for  his  restoration.   The  door  would  have  been  barred  against 
bis  return  to  the  Company's  sen-ice  by  one  of  the  strongest 
and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the  regulating  act  of  1773. 
Mr.  Macleane,  probably  to  prevent  the  manSest  ill  conse- 
quences of  such  a  step,  came  forward  with  a  letter  to  the 
court  of  directors,  declaring  his  provisional  powers,  and  offer- 
ing on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings  an  immediate  resignation  of 
his  office. 

On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  themselves  ex- 
tremely punctilious  with  regard  to  Mr.  Macleane'a  powen. 
They  probably  dreaded  the  charge  of  becoming  accomplices 
to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  bv  which  Mr.  Hastings,  resigning 
the  service,  would  escape  the  cousequences  attached  by  law 
to  a  dismission ;  they  therefore  demanded  Mr.  Macleane'a 
written  authority.  This  he  declared  ho  could  not  give  mtO 
their  hands,  as  the  letter  contained  other  matters  of  a  nature 
extremely  confidential;  but  that,  if  they  would  appoint  a 
committee  of  the  directors,  he  would  readily  communicate  to 
them  the  necessary  parts  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  periect 
satisfaction  with  regard  to  his  authority.  A  deputation  was 
accordingly  named;  who  reported,  that  they  had  seen  Mr, 
Hastings's  instructions,  contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  and  that  the  authority  for  the  act  now  done 
by  Mr.  Macleane  was  clear  and  sufficient.  Mr.  Vansittsr^ 
a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  John 
fitevFftrt,  his  most  attached  and  confidential  dependent,  at- 
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tended  on  this  occasion,  and  proved,  that  directions,  per- 
fectly correspondent  to  this  written  authority,  had  been 
given  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  their  presence.  By  this  means 
the  powers  were  fiiUy  authenticated ;  but  the  letter  remained 
safe  in  Mr.lMacleane's  hands. 

Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  di- 
rectors, the  resignation  was  formally  accepted.  Mr.  Wheler 
was  named  to  fill  the  vacanc}'^,  and  presented  for  his  Majesty's 
approbation,  which  was  received.  The  act  was  complete,  and 
the  office,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  resigned,  was  legally  filled. 
This  proceeding  was  officially  notified  in  Bengal,  and  General 
Clavering,  as  senior  in  council,  was  in  course  to  succeed  to 
the  office  of  governor-general. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  difficulties 
into  which  this  resignation  had  brought  him,  had  recourse 
to  one  of  those  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures,  which  cha- 
racterize the  whole  of  his  administration.  He  came  to  a 
resolution  of  disowniug  his  agent,  denying  his  letter,  and 
disavowing  his  friends.  He  insisted  on  continuing  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  and  supported  himself  by  such  reasons 
as  could  be  furnished  in  such  a  cause.  An  open  schism  in- 
stantly divided  the  council.  General  Clavering  claimed  the 
office,  to  which  he  ought  to  succeed ;  and  Mr.  Francis  ad- 
hered to  him;  Mr.  Barwell  stuck  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The 
two  parties  assembled  separately,  and  everything  was  run- 
ning fast  into  a  confusion ;  which  suspended  government, 
and  might  very  probably  have  ended  in  a  civil  war,  had  not 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  on  a  reference  to  them,  set- 
tled the  controversy  by  deciding,  that  the  resignation  was  an 
invalid  act,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  still  in  the  legal  pos- 
session of  his  place,  which  had  been  actually  filled  up  in 
England.  It  was  extraordinary,  that  the  nullity  of  this  re- 
signation should  not  have  been  discovered  in  England ;  where 
the  act  authorizing  the  resignation  then  was ;  where  the 
agent  was  personally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  ex- 
amined ;  and  where  there  was  and  could  be  no  want  of  legal 
advice,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Company  or  of  the  crown. 
The  judges  took  no  light  matter  upon  them  in  superseding, 
and  thereby  condemning,  the  legality  of  his  Majesty's  ap- 
pointment ;  for  such  it  became  by  the  royal  approbation. 

On  this  determination,  such  as  it  was,  the  division  in  the 
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etiag,  but  not  in  the  minda  of  the  council,  ceflsed.  Geiittml 
[Clavering  unifomilj'  opposed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  to 
tbe  end  of  hi«  life.  But  Mr.  Hustings  showed  more  temper 
under  much  greater  prorocations.  In  diBclaiming  hia  agent, 
and  in  effect  accusing  him  of  an  imposture  the  most  deeply 
injurious  to  his  character  and  fortune,  and  of  the  f^oaeeat 
forgery  to  support  it,  he  was  so  very  mild  and  indulgent  as 
not  to  show  any  active  resentment  against  his  uniaithful 
agent,  nor  to  complain  to  the  court  of  directors.  It  was  ex- 
pected  in  Bengal,  that  some  strong  measures  would  have 
immediately  been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the 
king  and  of  the  court  of  directors ;  as  this  proceeding,  unac- 
companied with  the  severest  animadversion,  manifestly  struck 
a  decisive  blow  at  the  ejciatence  of  the  most  essential  powers 
of  both.  But  your  committee  do  not  find,  that  any  meaaures 
whatever,  such  aa  the  caaa  seemed  to  demand,  were  tak€>n. 
The  observations  made  by  the  court  of  directors  on  what 
they  call  "  theie  extraordinary  transactions "  are  just  and 
weU  applied.  They  conclude  with  a  declaration,  "  that  the 
nteaturei,  which  it  might  be  necessary  far  them  to  take,  in 
order  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Company,  and  to  prevent 
the  liie  abuse  from  being  practised  in  future,  should  have  their 
most  serious  and  earliest  consideration ;"  and  with  this  de- 
claration they  appear  to  have  closed  the  account,  and  to  have 
dismissed  the  subject  for  ever. 

A  sanctio^i  was  hereby  given  to  all  future  defiance  of  eveij 
authority  in  this  kingdom.  Several  other  matters  of  com- 
plaint against  Mr.  Haatiags,  particularly  the  charge  of  pe- 
culation, fell  to  the  ground  at  the  same  time.  Opinions  of 
counsel  had  been  taken,  relative  to  a  prosecution  at  law  upon 
this  charge,  from  the  then  attorney  and  the  then  aoUcitor- 
general,  and  Mr,  Dunning,  [now  the  Lorda  Thurlow,  Lough- 
borough, and  Ashburton,]  together  with  Mr.  Adair  [now 
Becorder  of  London].  None  of  them  gave  a  positive  opinion 
against  the  grounds  of  the  prosecution.  The  attorney-general 
doubted  on  the  prudence  of  the  proceedings,  and  censured 
(aa  it  well  deserved)  the  ill  statement  of  the  case.  Three  of 
them,  Mr.  Wedderburn,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  Adair,  were 
clear  in  favour  of  the  prosecution.  No  prosecution  however 
was  had,  and  the  directors  contented  themselves  with  ceo- 
Buring  and  admonishing  Mr.  Hastings. 
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TVith  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the  members,  who 
chose  (for  it  was  choice  only)  to  attend  to  the  orders,  which 
were  issued  from  the  languishing  authority  of  the  directors, 
continued  to  receive  unprofitable  applauses  and  no  support. 
Their  correspondence  was  always  filled  with  complaints,  the 
justice  of  which  was  always  admitted  by  the  court  of  direct- 
ors ;  but  this  admission  of  the  existence,  of  the  evil  showed 
only  the  impotence  of  those,  who  were  to  administer  the 
remedy.  The  authority  of  the  court  of  directors, -resisted 
with  success  in  so  capital  an  instance  as  that  of  the  resigna^ 
tion,  was  not  likely  to  be  respected  in  any  other.  What 
influence  it  really  had  on  the  conduct  of  the  Company's 
servants  may  be  collected  from  the  facts  that  followed  it. 

The  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of  late  not  only  be- 
come uniform  and  systematical  in  practice,  but  has  been  in 
principle  also  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Barwell,  late  a 
member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal,  and  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

In  the  consultation  of  the  20th  of  July,  1778,  Mr.  Barwell 
gives  it  as  his  solemn  and  deliberate  opinion,  that  "  while 
Mr.  Hastings  is  in  the  government,  the  respect  and  dignity 
of  his  station  should  be  supported.  In  these  sentiments  I 
must  decline  an  acquiescence  in  any  order,  which  has  a  tend- 
ency to  bring  the  government  into  disrepute.  As  the  Com- 
pany have  the  means  and  power  of  forming  their  own  admin- 
istration in  India,  they  may  at  pleasure  place  whom  they 
please  at  the  head ;  but  in  fny  opinion  they  are  not  authorized 
to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with  indignity  ^ 

By  treating  them  with  indignity  (in  the  particular  cases 
wherein  they  have  declined  obedience  to  orders)  they  must 
mean  those  orders,  which  imply  a  censure  on  any  part  of 
their  conduct,  a  reversal  of  any  of  their  proceedings,  or,  as 
Mr.  Barwell  expresses  himself  in  words  very  significant,  in 
any  orders  that  have  a  tendency  to  bring  their  government 
into  disrepute.  The  amplitude  of  this  latter  description  re- 
serving to  them  the  judgment  of  any  orders,  which  have  so 
much  as  that  tendency,  puts  them  in  possession  of  a  complete 
independence;  an  independence,  including  a  despotic  au- 
thority over  the  subordinates  and  the  country.  The  very 
means  taken  by  the  directors  for  enforcing  their  authority 
becomes,  on  this  principle,  a  cause  of  further  disobedience. 
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s  observable,  that  their  principles  of  dLwhcdience  do  not 
refer  to  any  local  eonsideraiion  overloolied  by  the  directoTB, 
which  might  supersede  their  orders,  or  to  any  ehange  of  cir- 
oumstances,  which  might  render  another  course  advisable,  or 
eren  perhapa  necessary ;  but  it  relates  solely  to  their  own 
interior  feelings  in  matters  relative  to  themselves,  and  their 
opinion  of  their  own  dignity  and  reputation.  It  is  plain, 
that  they  have  wholly  forgotten  who  they  are,  and  what  the 
nature  of  their  office  is.  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  are 
serrants  of  the  Company;  and  as  such  by  the  duty  inberent 
in  that  relation,  as  well  as  by  their  special  coveuaats,  were 
obliged  to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their  masters. 
They  have,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  eancelled  all  the  bonds 
of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sanctions  of  these  covenants. 

But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
directors,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  have  tbrowti  off  the 
authority  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain; 
for,  by  the  Eegulatiug  Act  of  the  Thirteenth  of  his  Majeaty^ 
they  are  eipressly  "  directed  and  required  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  all  such  ordera  aa  they  shall  receive  from  tho 
court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  Company."  Such  is  the 
declaration  of  the  law.  But  Ht.  Barwell  declares,  that  be 
declines  obedience  to  any  orders,  which  he  shall  interpret  to 
be  indignities  on  a  govemor-seneral.  To  the  clear  injunc- 
tions of  the  legislature  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  have 
thought  proper  to  oppose  their  pretended  reputation  and 
L  dignity;  as  if  the  chief  honour  of  public  ministers  in  every 
r  situation  was  not  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
r  their  country.  Tour  committee,  to  render  evident  to  this 
House  the  general  nature  and  tendency  of  this  pretended 
dignity,  and  to  illustrate  the  real  principles  upon  wTiich  they 
appear  to  have  acted,  think  it  necessary  to  make  observations 
on  three  or  four  of  the  cases,  already  reported,  of  marked 
disobedience  to  particular  and  special  orders ;  on  one  of 
which  the  above  eitraordiuary  doctrine  was  maintained. 

These  are  the  cases  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Bristow,  and  Ma- 
homed Beza  Khau,  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  Monaon,  Mr.  Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority 
in  council  by  bis  casting  vote,  Mr.  Fowke  and  Mr.  Bristow 
were  Called  from  their  respective  offices  of  residents  at 
Benares  and  Oude ;  places  wnich  have  become  the  scenea  of 
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other  extraordinaiy  operations  under  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  person.  For  the  recall  of  Mr.  Eristow  no 
reason  was  assigned.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  proceed- 
ing with  regard  to  Mr.  Powke  was,  that  "  the  purposes,  for 
which  he  was  appointed,  were  then  fuUy  accomplished." 

An  account  of  th6  removial  of  Mr.  Fowke  was  communi- 
cated to  the  court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  of  the  22nd 
of  Dfecemher,  1776.  On  this  notification  the  court  had 
nothing  to  conclude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  a  rigid 
pursuit  of  economy  ^in  the  management  of  the  Company's 
affiurs,  had  recalled  a  useless  officer.  But  without  alleging 
any  variation  whatsoever  in  the  circumstances,  in  less  than 
twenty  days  after  the  order  for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Eowke,  and 
the  very  day  after  the  despatch  containing  an  accoimt  of  the 
tran8action,'Mr.  Hastings  recommended  Mr.  G-raham  to  this 
very  office ;  the  end  of  which,  he  declared  to  the  directors 
but  the  day  before,  had  been  fully  accomplished.  And  not 
thinking  this  sufficient,  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  BarweU  as  his 
assistant,  at  a  salary  of  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year. 
Against  this  extraordinary  act  G-eneral  Clavering  and  Mr. 
Francis  entered  a  protest. 

So  early  as  the  6th  of  the  following  January  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  gentlemen  was  communicated  in  a  letter  tO 
the  court  of  directors,  without  any  sort  of  colour,  apology, 
or  explanation.  That  court  found  a  servant  removed  from 
his  station  without  complaint,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  one 
of  their  standing  injunctions.  They  allow,  however,  and  with 
reason,  that  "  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose,  that  a  saving, 
Ac.  had  been  his  motive,  they  would  have  approved  his  pro- 
ceeding. But  that,  when  immediately  afterwards  two  per- 
sons, with  two  salaries,  had  been  appointed  to  execute  the 
office,  which  had  been  filled  with  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke 
alone,  and  that  Mr.  Qraham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  an- 
nexed to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowte;** — they  properly  con- 
clude, that  Mr.  Fowke  was  removed  without  just  cause  to 
make  way  for  Mr.  Graham ;  and  strictly  enjoin,  that  the 
former  be  reinstated  in  his  office  of  resident  as  post-master 
of  Benares.  In  the  same  letter  they  assert  their  rights  in  a 
tone  of  becoming  firmness,  and  declsure,  that  "  on  no  account 
we  can  permit  our  orders  to  be  disobeyed,  or  our  authority 
disregarded." 
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It  WftB  now  to  be  seen  which  of  tbe  parties  waa  to  give 
may.  The  ordera  were  cleur  and  prei^ise,  and  enforced  by  s 
strong  declaration  of  the  resolution  of  the  court  to  make 
itself  obeyed.  Mr.  Hastinj^  fairly  joined  issue  upon  thia 
point  with  his  maatera ;  and  having  diaobeyed  the  geaeral 
uutructionB  of  the  Company,  determined  to  pay  no  obedience 
to  their  special  order. 

On  the  21at  July,  1778,  he  moved,  and  succeeded  in  hia 
proposition,  that  the  execution  of  tiiese  orders  should  be 
suspended.  The  reason  he  asaigned  for  thia  auspenaion  lets 
in  great  light  upon  the  true  character  of  all  these  proceed- 
ings, "  that  his  consent  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Graham  would 
be  adequate  to  hia  own  reaignation  of  the  aen-ice,  aa  it 
would  inflict  such  a  wound  on  hit  authority  and  infiuence, 
that  he  could  not  maintain  it." 

If  that  had  been  his  opinion  he  ought  to  have  reaigoed, 
and  not  disobeyed ;  because  it  waa  not  necessary  that  ha 
should  hold  his  office ;  hut  it  nraa  neceaaary,  that  whilst  he 
held  it  he  should  obey  his  auperiors,  and  submit  to  the  law. 
Much  more  truly  was  hia  conduct  a  virtual  resignation  of 
his  lawful  office,  and  at  the  same  time  an  usurpation  of  a 
situation  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  to  hold  a  subordinate 
office,  and  to  refuse  to  act  according  to  its  duties.  Had  his 
authority  been  self'Originated,  it  WQuld  have  been  wounded 
by  hia  aubmiaaion ;  but  in  this  case  the  true  nature  of  his 
authority  was  affirmed,  not  injured,  by  his  obedience,  because 
it  woa  a  power  derived  from  others,  and,  by  its  essence,  to  bo 
esecuted  according  to  their  directions.  , 

In  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  aupported  by  Mr.     I 

irwell,  who  on  that  occasion  delivered  the  dangerous  doc-     I 
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Barwell,  who  on  that  occasion  delivered  the  dangerous  doc- 
Vine,  to  which  your  committee  have  lately  adverted.  Mr. 
Fowke,  who  had  a  most  material  intereat  in  this  determin- 
ation, applied  by  letter  to  be  informed  concerning  it.  An 
answer  waa  sent,  acquainting  him  coldly,  and  without  any 
reason  assigned,  of  what  had  been  resolved  relative  to  hw 
office.  Thia  communication  was  soon  followed  by  another 
letter  from  Mr.  Fowke,  with  great  aubmiaaion  and  remarkable  . 
decency  asserting  hia  right  to  his  office  under  the  authority  of 
the  court  of  directors ;  and  for  solid  reasons,  grounded  oil 
the  Company's  eipreaa  ordera,  praying  to  be  informed  of  the 
charge  against  him.     This  letter  appears  to  have  been  to- 
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ceived  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  very  loftily.  Mr. 
Hastings  said,  "  that  such  applications  were  irregular ;  that 
they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  for  their  resolution 
respecting  him.  The  reasons  for  suspending  the  execution 
of  the  orders  of  the  (iourt  of  directors  contain  no  charge, 
nor  the  slightest  imputation  of  a  charge,  against  Mr.  Fowke ; 
but  I  see  no  reason  why  the  hoard  should  condescend  to  tell 
him  so.^  Accordingly,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francis  and 
Mr.  Whelerto  inform  Mr.  Eowke,  **that  they  had  no  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct,"  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion, was  rejected. 

By  this  resolution  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  dis- 
covered another  principle,  and  no  less  dangerous  than  the 
first ;  namely,  that  persons  deriving  a  valuable  interest  under 
the  Company's  orders,  so  far  from  being  heard  in  favour  of 
their  right,  are  not  so  much  as  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds 
on  which  they  are  deprived  of  it. 

The  arrival  soon  after  of  Sir  Ejre  Coote  giving  another 
opportunity  of  trial,  the  question  for  obedience 
to  the  Company's  orders  was  again  ^  brought  on  *  Aprn°*\779. 
by  Mr.  Francis,  and  again  received  a  negative. 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  though  present,  and  declaring,  that,  had  he 
been  at  the  original  consultation,  he  should  have  voted  for 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  Company's  orders,  yet  was 
resolved  to  avoid  what  he  called  any  kind  of  retrospect.     His 
neutrality  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this  the  third  re- 
solution for  disobedience  to  orders. 

The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  thus  decisively  taken,  it 
came  to  the  turn  of  the  court  of  directors  to  act  their  part. 
They  did  act  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  manner ;  they 
had  recourse  to  thevr  old  remedy  of  repeating  orders,  which 
had  been  disobeyed.  The  directors  declare  to  Mr.  Hastings 
and  Mr.  Barwell,  (though  mthout  any  apparent  reason,)  that 
"they  have  read  with  astonishment  their  formal  resolution 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  their  orders ;  that  they  shall 
take  such  measures  as  appear  necessary  for  preserving  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for  preventing  such 
instances  of  direct  and  wilful  disobedience  in  their  servants 
in  time  to  come."  They  then  renew  their  directions  con- 
cerning Mr.  Fowke.  The  event  of  this  sole  measure,  taken 
to  preserve  their  ajithority,  and  to  prevent  instances  of  direct 
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and  wilful  digobedience,  joiir  committeB  will  state  in  its 
proper  place,  taking  into  consideration,  for  tlie  preaont,  the 
tiroceedmga  relative  to  Mr.  Bristow,  and  to  Mahotned  Heza 
Khan,  wbich  were  altogether  in  the  same  iipirit ;  but  aBther 
were  diversified  in  the  circumstances  of  disobedience,  as  well 
from  the  case  of  Mr,  Fowke  as  from  one  another,  and  aa 
these  circumstjinceB  tend  to  discover  other  dnn^rous  prin- 
ciplea  of  abuse,  and  the  general  prostrate  condition  ot  the 
authority  of  parliament  in  Bengal,  your  committee  proceed 
first  to  make  some  observtitious  upon  them. 

The  province  of  Oude,  eularged  by  the  accession  of 
eerend  extensive  and  once  flourishing  territories,  that  is,  by 
the  country  of  the  Bohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and  Alla- 
habad, and  other  provinces  betwixt  the  Ganges  and  Jumna, 
ie  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  of  the  princes  of  the 
country,  called  Asoph  ul  Dowlah,  But  a  body  of  Eoglieh 
troops  is  kept  up  in  his  country  ;  and  the  greatest  part  of 
his  revenues  are,  by  one  description  or  another,  Hubstantially 
under  the  administration  of  English  subjects.  He  is  to 
all  purposes  a  dependent  prince.  The  person  to  be  em- 
ployed m  his  dominions  to  act  for  the  committee  was  there- 
fore of  little  qonsequence  in  his  capacity  of  negotiator ;  but 
he  was  vested  with  a  trust,  great  and  criticul  in  all  pe- 
ouniary  affairs.  These  provinces  of  dependence  lie  out  of  the 
system  of  the  Company's  ordinary  administration ;  and  trans- 
actions there  cannot  be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cogni- 
sance of  the  court  of  directors.  This  renders  it  the  more 
necessary,  that  the  residents  in  such  places  should  be  per- 
sons not  disapproved  of  by  the  court  of  directors.  They  ape 
to  manage  a  permanent  interest,  which  is  not,  like  a  matter 
of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  which,  from  circum- 
Btancbs,  might  possibly  excuse  some  degree  of  discretionary 
latitude  in  construing  their  orders.  During  the  life-time  of 
Gleneral  Claveriug  and  Colonel  Mouson,  Mr.  Briatow  was 
appointed  to  this  presidency,  and  that  appointment,  being 
"Tnroved  and  confirmed  bv  tlie  court  of  directors,  became  in 
lect  their  own.  Mr.  Bristow  appears  to  have  shown  hira- 
lE  a  man  of  talents  and  activity.  He  liad  been  principal- 
ly concerned  In  the  negotiations,  by  which  the  Company's 
"'"'■  it  in  the  higher  provinces  had  been  established ;  and 
servioea  were  considered  by  the  presidency  of  f 
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cutta  as  so  meritorious,  that  they  voted  him  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  as  a  reward,  with  many  expressions  of  esteem 
and  honour. 

Jir.  Bristow,  however,  was  recalled  by  Mr.  Hastings  and 
Mr.  Barwell,  who  had  then  acquired  the  majority,  without 
any  complaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of  his  re- 
moval, and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  in  his  stead  to  reside  at 
the  capital  of  Oude.  The  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they 
could  be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  step,  in  their  letter 
of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  express  their  strongest  disapproba- 
tion of  it ;  they  order  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr. 
Bristow  to  be  reinstated  in  his  office.  In  December,  1778, 
they  repeat  their  order.  Of  these  repeated  orders  no  notice 
was  taken.  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessful  private 
applications,  which  met  with  a  constant  refusal,  did  at 
length,  on  th^  1st  of  May,  1780,  address  a  letter  to  the  board, 
making  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his  offices 
under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  complain- 
ing of  the  hardships  which  he  suffered  by  the  delay  in  admit- 
ting him  to  the  exercise  of  it.  This  letter  your  committee 
have  inserted  at  large  in  the  fifth  report;  having  found 
nothing  whatsoever  exceptionable  in  it,  although  it  seems  to 
have  excited  the  warmest  resentment  in  Mr.  Hastings. 

This  claim  of  the  party  gave  no  new  force  to  the  order  of 
the  directors,  which  remained  without  any  attention  from  the 
board,  from  Mr.  Bristow' s  arrival  until  the  1st  of  May,  and 
with  as  little  from  the  Ist  of  May  to  the  2nd  of  October  fol- 
lowing. On  that  dav  Mr.  Francis,  after  having  caused  the 
repeated  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  be  first  read, 
moved,  that  Mr.  Bristow  should  be  reinstated  in  his  office. 
This  motion,  in  itself  just  and  proper  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  in  which  no  fault  could  be  found,  but  that  it  was  not 
made  more  early,  was  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  with  the 
greatest  marks  of  resentment  and  indignation.  He  declares 
in  his  minute,  that  "  were  the  most  determined  adversary  of 
the  British  nation  to  possess,  by  whatever  means,  a  share  in 
the  administration,  he  could  not  devise  a  measure  in  itself  bo 
pernicious,  or  time  it  so  effectually  for  the  ruin  of  the  British 
mtcrests  in  India."  Then  turning  to  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion, he  says,  "  I  will  ask,  who  is  Mr.  Bristow  ?  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  administration  should,  at  such  a  time,  hold  him 
forth  as  an  instrument /or  the  degradation  of  the  first  execu- 
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live  member  of  this  ffovernmenl,     Wliat  are  tlie  professed  ob- 
jects of  his  appointment  P    What  are  the  merits  and  eervicea, 
or  what  the  qwilifieutions,  which  entitle  him  to  such  ua- 
[    common  distinction  ?  la  it  for  his  Buperior  integrity,  or  for 
I  hia  eminent  abilities,  that  he  is  to  be  digoilied  at  such  hazard 
I  of  every  consideration,  that  ought  to  influence  the  members 
'  of  this  administration  ?  Of  the  former  (hia  integrity)  I  know 
noproofi;  I  am  Bure  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  it,  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a  competi- 
Hon;  and  for  the  teat  of  his  abilities  1  appeal  to  the  letter, 
which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  board,  and  which  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  we  have  suffered.     I  desire,  that  a  copy  of  it 
majf  be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it  may  stand 
before  the  eyea  of  every  member  of  the  bowd,  wlien  he  shall 
give  his  vote  upon  a  question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a 
man,  their  servant,  ^ho  has  publicly  insulted  them,  his  masters, 
and  the  raembera  of  the  government,  to  whom  he  owes  his 
,   obedience;  who,  nsstiming  an  association  with  the  court  of 
L.directofB,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  tribunal,  has  arraigned 
li'them  for  disobedience  of  ordere,  passed  judgment  upon  them, 
IwMf  condemned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate  or  m- 
Mperior,     Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a  man,  possessed  of 
"  BO  independent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  shown  a  contempt  of 
their  authority,  who  has  shown  himself  so  wretched  an  advo- 
le  for  his  men  cause,  and  negotiator  for  his  own  interest, 
I  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  tlteir  honour,  the 
I  «iecution  of  their  measures,  and  Ba  their  confidential  manner 
B.«nd  negotiator  with  the  princes  of  India.     Aa  the  motion  bas 
■jteen  unaccompanied  by  any  reasona,  which  should  induce  the 
Fboard  to  pass  their  acquiescence  in  it,  I  presume  the  motion, 
which  preceded   it,  for   reading  the  orders   of  the  court  of 
directors,  was  intended  to  serve  as  an  argumentfor  it,  as  well 
at  an  introduction  to  it.     The  last  of  those  was  dictated  the 
23rd  December,  1778,  almost  two  years  past.     They  were 
dictated  at  a  time,  when,  I  am  sorry  to  aay,  the  court  of 
directors  were  in  the  habit  of  casting  reproach  upon  my  con- 
duct, and  heaping  indignities  upon  my  station." 
^^m       Had  the  language  and  opinions,  which  prevail  throughout 
^^Lthia  part  of  the  minute,  as  welt  as  in  all  the  others,  to  which 
^^^nour  committee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly  and  in  a  passion, 
^^HlDowever  unprovoked,  some  sort  of  apology  might  be  made 
^^B&r  the  governor-general.     But  when  it  was  produced  five 
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months  after  the  supposed  offence,  and  then  delivered  in 
writing,  which  always  implies  the  power  of  a  greater  degree 
of  recollection  and  self-command,  it  shows  how  deeply  the 
principles  of  disobedience  had  taken  root  in  his  mind,  and  of 
an  assumption  to  himself  of  exorbitant  powers,  which  he 
chooses  to  distinguish  by  the  title  of  "  his  prerogative ^  In 
this  also  will  be  found  an  obscure  hint  of  the  cause  of  his 
disobedience,  which  your  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the 
main  cause  of  the  disorders  in  the  government  of  India, 
namely,  an  under-hand  communication  with  Europe. 

Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  confidence  in  the  support  derived 
from  this  source,  or  from  the  habits  of  independent  power, 
is  carried  to  such  a  length,  as  to  consider  a  motion  to  obey 
the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  the  executive 
government  in  his  person.  He  looks  upon  a  claim  under 
that  authority,  and  a  complaint  that  it  has  produced  no  effect, 
as  a  piece  of  daring  insolence,  which  he  is  ashamed  that  the 
board  has  suffered.  The  behaviour,  which  your  committee 
consider  as  so  intemperate  and  despotic,  he  regards  as  a 
culpable  degree  of  patience  and  forbearance.  Major  Scott, 
his  agent,  enters  so  much  into  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's conduct,  as  to  tell  your  committee,  that,  in  his  opinion. 
Lord  Clive  would  have  sent  home  Mr.  Bristow  a  prisoner 
upon  such  an  occasion.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the 
very  same  breath  that  Mr.  Hastings  so  heavily  condemns  a 
junior  officer  in  the  Company's  service  (not  a  servant  of  the 
council,  as  he  hazards  to  call  him,  but  their  fellow-servant) 
for  merely  complaining  of  a  supposed  injury,  and  requiring 
redress,  he  so  far  forgets  his  own  subordination,  as  to  reject 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  even  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  appointing  a  person  to  an  office ;  to  presume  to 
censure  his  undoubted  masters;  and  to  accuse  them  of  having 
been  "  in  a  habit  of  casting  reproaches  upon  him,  and  heaping 
indignities  on  his  station."  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
this  censure  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  or  obtaining 
redress  for  any  injury,  but  appeared  rather  as  a  reason  for 
reusing  to  obev  their  lawful  commands.  It  is  plainly  im- 
plied in  that  mmute,  that  no  servant  of  the  Company,  in  Mr. 
Bristow's  rank,  would  dare  to  act  in  such  a  manner,  if  he 
had  not  by  indirect  means  obtained  a  premature  fortune. 
This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situation  of  the  Com- 
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pany's  Berrants  in  the  subordinate  situations,  when  the  mere 
.^im  of  a  right  derived  from  the  sovereign  legal  power,  be- 
comes fatal  not  only  to  the  objects  which  they  pursue,  but 
deeply  wounds  that  reputation  both  for  ability  and  integrity, 
by  which  alone  they  are  to  be  qualified  for  any  other. 

If  anything  could  add  to  the  disagreeable  situation  of 
those,  who  are  submitted  to  an  authority  conducted  on  such 
principles,  it  ia  thia :  the  Company  has  ordered,  that  no  com- 
plaint shall  be  made  in  Europe  against  any  of  the  council 
without  being  previously  communicated  to  them ;  a.  regula- 
tion formed  upon  grave  reaaons ;  and  it  was  certainly  made 
ia  favour  of  that  board.  But  if  a  person,  having  ground  of 
complaint  Oigainst  the  council,  by  making  uae  of  the  mode 
prescribed  in  favour  of  that  very  council,  and  by  complaining 
to  themselves,  commits  an  offence,  for  which  he  may  be 
justly  puniahed,  the  directors  have  not  regulated  the  mode  of 
complamt ;  they  have  actually  forbidden  it';  they  have,  on 
that  supposition,  renounced  their  authority ;  and  the  whole 
system  of,  their  officers  is  delivered  over  to  the  arbitrary  will 
of  a  few  of  their  chief  servants. 

During  the  whole  day  of  that  deUberation  things  wore  a 
decided  face.  Mr.  Hastings  stood  to  his  principles  in  their 
full  extent,  and  seemed  resolved  upon  unqualified  disobedi- 
ence. But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  day  following, 
time  waa  given  for  expedients ;  and  such  an  expedient  was 
bit  upon  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  will,  no  doubt,  be  unexpected 
by  the  House  T  but  it  serves  to  throw  new  lights  upon  the 
motives  of  all  his  struggles  with  the  authority  of  the  legia- 
lature. 

The  next  day  the  council  met  upon  the  adjournment. 
Then  Mr.  Hastmga  proposed,  as  a  compromiae,  a  division  of 
the  object  in  qnestion.  One  half  was  to  be  surrendered  to 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  other  waa  reserved 
for  his  dignity.  But  the  choice  he  innde  of  hia  own  share  in 
this  partition  is  very  worthy  of  notice :  he  bad  taken  his  sole 
ground  of  objection  against  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  supposed  ill 
effect  that  auch  an  appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of 
the  Indian  powers.  He  said,  "  that  these  powers  couJd  have 
no  dependence  on  his  fiiliilling  his  engagements,  or  mamlairt- 
ing  the  faith  of  treaties,  which  lie  might  offer  for  their  ae- 
cejitonce,  if  they  saw  him  treated  with  such  contempt."    Utr. 
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Bristow's  appearing  in  a  political  character  was  the  whole  of 
his  complaint ;  yet,  when  he  comes  to  a  voluntary  distribu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr.  Bristow  those 
very  political  negotiations,  of  which  but  the  day  before  he 
had  in  such  strong  terms  declared  him  personally  incapable ; 
whose  appointment  he  considered  to  be  fatal  to  those  nego- 
tiations ;  and  which  he  then  spoke  of  as  a  measure  in  itself 
such  as  the  bitterest  adversary  to  Great  Britain  would  have 
proposed.     But,  having  thus  yielded  his  whole  groimd  of 
ostensible  objection,  he  reserved  to  his  own  appointment  the 
entire  management  of  the  pecuniary  trust.     Accordingly  he 
named  Mr.  Bristow  for  the  former,  and  Mr.  Middleton  for 
the  latter.     On  his  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have  done 
the  very  reverse.     On  every  justifiable  principle  he  ought  to 
have  done  so ;  for  a  servant,  who  for  a  long  time  resists  the 
orders  of  his  masters,  and  when  he  reluctantly  gives  way, 
obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  be  remarkably  careful  to 
make  his  actions  correspond  with  his  words,  and  to  put  him- 
self out  of  all  suspicion  with  regard  to  the  purity  of  his 
motives.     It  was  possible,  that  the  political  reasons,  which 
were   solely  assigned  against  Mr.  Bristow's  appointment, 
might  have  been  the  real  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings's  opposi- 
tion.    But  these  he  totally  abandons,  and  holds  fast  to  the 
pecuniary  department.     Now,  as  it  is  notorious,  that  most 
of  the  abuses  of  India  grow  out  of  money-dealing,  it  was 
peculiarly  unfit  for  a  servant,  delicate  with  regard  to  his  re- 
putation, to  require  a  personal  and  confidential  agent  in  a 
situation  merely   official;    in  which   secrecy  and  personal 
connexions  could  be  of  no  possible  use,  and  could  only  serve 
to  excite  distrust.     Matters  of  account  cannot  be  made  too 
public ;  and  it  is  not  the  most  confidential  agent,  but  the 
most  responsible,  who  is  the  fittest  for  the  management  of 
pecuniary  trusts.     That  man  was  the  fittest  at  once  to  do 
the  duty,  and  to  remove  all  suspicions  from  the  governor- 
general's  character,  whom,  by  not  being  of  his  appointment, 
he  could  not  be  supposed  to  favour  for  private  purposes ; 
who  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection;  and 
whose  misconduct  could  not  possibly  be  imputable  to  him. 
Such  an  agency,  in  a  pecuniary  trust,  was  the  very  last  on 
which  Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked  his  disobedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  dir^tion ;  or,  what  is  even  worse  for  his 
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Lmatives,  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  tlie   principiea  upon 
[which  he  had  attempted  to  justify  that  bold  nieaBure. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  llastinga  in  the  affair  of  Mahomed 
Besa  Khan  was  nn  act  of  disobedieace  of  the  same  character, 
but  wrought  by  other  instrumenta.  When  the  Duanny  (or 
universal  perception  and  management  of  the  revenuea)  of 
Bengal  was  acquired  to  the  Company,  together  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  the  Nabob,  or  governor,  naturally  fell  into 
the  rank  rather  of  a  subject,  than  that  even  of  a  dependent 
prince,  Tet  the  preserfation  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  de- 
gree of  subordination  with  the  criminal  jurtadictioD,  and  the 
core  of  the  public  order  annexed  to  it,  was  a  wise  and  laud- 
able policy.  It  preserved  a  portion  of  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  the  natives ;  it  kept  them  in  respect ;  it  rendered 
them  quiet  on  the  change ;  and  it  prevented  that  vast  king- 
dom from  wearing  the  dangerous  appearance,  and  atill  more 
from  sinking  into  the  terrible  state,  of  a  country  of  conquest. 
Your  committee  has  already  reported  the  maimer  in  which 
the  Company  (it  must  be  allowed,  upon  pretences  that  will 
not  hear  the  elighteat  examination)  diverted  from  its  pur- 
poses a  great  part  of  the  revenuea  appropriated  to  the  coun- 
try government ;  but  they  were  very  properly  anxious,  that 
what  remained  should  be  well  administered.  Jn  the  life-tiine 
of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  Mahomed  Beza 
Khan,  a  man  of  rank  among  the  natives,  was  judged  by  theia 
the  fittest  person  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  ^abob,  aa  his 
naib  or  deputy  ;  an  office  well  known  in  the  ancient  coofititu- 
tion  of  these  provinces,  at  a  time  when  the  principal  mo- 
gistrates,  by  nature  and  situation,  were  more  efficient.  This 
appointment  was  highly  approved,  and  in  couaequence  con- 
firmed by  the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
Barwell,  however,  thought  proper  to  remove  him.  To  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors  they  opposed  the  request 
"'  the  Nabob,  stating,  that  he  was  arrived  at  the  common 
of  maturity,  and  stood  tn  no  need  of  a  deputy  to  manage 
affairi.  On  former  occasions  Mr.  Hastings  conceived 
3ry  bw  opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  person,  whom  he 
9  set  up  against  the  authority  of  hia  masters.  "  On  a 
.ibrmer  occasion,  (aa  the  directors  tell  him,)  and  to  serve  B 
ry  different  purpose,  he  had  not  scrupled  to  declare  it  aa 
iible  as  the  aun,  th(it  the  ^TiTabob  was  a  mere  pageant,  witb- 
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out  even  the  shadow  of  authority ^  But  on  this  occasion  he 
became  more  substantial.  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell 
yielded  to  his  representation,  that  a  deputy  was  not  neces- 
sary, and  accorduigly  Mahomed  Bioza  Khlin  was  removed 
from  his  office. 

However,  lest  any  one  should  so  far  mistrust  their  under- 
standing as  to  conceive  them  the  dupes  of  this  pretext,  they, 
who  had  disobeyed  the  Company's  orders  under  colour  that 
no  deputy  was  necessary,  immediately  appoint  another  deputy. 
This  independent  prince,  who,  as  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  had 
an  incontestable  right  to  his  situation,  and  that  it  was  his  by 
inheritance,"  suddenly  shrunk  into  his  old  state  of  insignifi- 
cance, and  was  even  looked  upon  in  so  low  a  light  as  to  re- 
ceive a  severe  reprimand  from  Mr.  Hastings  for  interposing 
in  the  duties  of  his  (the  deputy's)  office. 

The  Company's  orders,  censuring  this  transaction  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  ordering  Mahomed  Beza  Khgin  to  be 
immediately  restored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar,  were 
received  in  Calcutta  in  November,  1779.  Mr.  Hastings 
acted  on  this  with  the-firmness  which  he  had  shown  on  other 
occasions ;  but  in  his  principles  he  went  further.  Thinking 
himself  assured  of  some  extraordinary  support,  suitable  to 
the  open  and  determined  defiance  with  which  he  was  resolved 
to  oppose  the  lawful  authority  of  his  superiors,  and  to  exer- 
cise a  despotic  power,  he  no  longer  adhered  to  Mr.  BarwelFs 
distinction  of  the  orders,  which  had  a  tendency  to  bring  his 
government  into  disrepute^  This  distinction  afforded  suffi- 
cient latitude  to  disobedience.  But  here  he  disdained  all 
sorts  of  colours  and  distinctions.  He  directly  set  up  an  in- 
dependent right  to  administer  the  government  according  to 
his  pleasure ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  his  claim  to 
act  independently  of  the  court  of  directors  on  the  very  statute 
which  commanded  his  obedience  to  them. 

He  declared  roundly,  "that  he  should  not  yield  to  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors  in  any  instance  in  which 
it  should  require  his  concession  of  the  rights  which  he  held 
under  an  act  of  parliament."  It  is  too  clear  to  stand  in  need 
of  proof,  that  he  neither  did  nor  could  hold  any  authority, 
that  was  not  subject,  in  every  particle  of  it,  and  in  every  in- 
stance in  which  it  could  be  exercised,  to  the  orders  ot  the 
court  of  directors. 
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^^M  He  therefore  refused  to  back  the  Companv'a  orders  ynfh 
^^Hftny  reqiii^itioa  from  himfielf  to  the  Nabob,  out  merely  suf- 
^^f  fered  them  to  he  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to  him  to  do 
I  |iist  as  he  thought  proper.  The  Nabob,  who  called  Mr. 
Hastinga  "  hia  patron,  and  declared  he  would  never  do  any- 
thiog  without  his  conaent  and  approbation,"  perfectly  un- 
derstood thia  kind  of  signification.  For  the  second  time,  the 
Nabob  recovered  from  his  trance  of  pageantry  and  insignifi- 
cancy, and  collected  courage  enough  to  write  to  the  council 
in  these  terms :  "  I  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Nizamnt, 
(the  government,)  which  are  the  affairs  of  ray  oioti  family, 
ij  my  ou>n  aathorily,  and  shall  do  so ;  and  1  never  can,  on 
iiBnjf  account,  agree  to  the  appointment  of  the  Nabob  Ma- 
homed Eeza  KhSn  to  the  Naib  Suhahahip."  Here  waa  a 
second  independent  power  in  Bengal.  This  answer  from 
that  power  proved  as  satisfactory  as  it  was  resolute.  No 
furtber  notice  was  taken  ot  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, and  Mahomed  Seza  Khdn  found  their  protection  much 
more  of  a  shadow,  than  the  pageant  of  power  of  which  be 
Mpired  to  be  the  representative. 

This  act  of  disobedience  differs  from  the  others  in  one  par- 
ticular, which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  rather 
aggravates  than  extenuates  the  oftence.  In  the  others, 
M»isrs.  Hastings  and  Bam'ell  took  the  responsibility  on 
themselves ;  here  they  held  up  the  preteit  of  the  country 
government.  However,  they  obtained  thereby  one  of  the 
objects,  which  they  appear  to  have  systematically  pursued. 
Aa  they  had  in  the  other  instances  shown  to  the  British 
.servants  of  the  Company,  that  the  directors  were  not  able  to 
protect  them,  here  the  same  lesson  was  taught  to  tlie  natives. 
^¥^lilBt  the  matter  lay  between  the  native  power  and  the 
servanta,  the  former  was  considered  by  Mr.  Hastings  ia  the 
most  contemptible  light.  When  the  qnestion  waa  between, 
the  servants  and  the  court  of  directors,  the  native  power  was 
Mserted  to  he  a  self-derived,  hereditary,  uncontrollable  au- 
thority, and  encouraged  to  act  as  such. 

In  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British  legislature 
waa  at  that  time  treated  with  every  mark  of  reprobation  and 
contempt.  But  soon  after,  a  most  uneipected  change  took 
place,  by  which  the  persons,  in  whose  favour  the  court  of 
directors  had  in  vain  interposed,  obtained  specific  objects, 
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which  had  been  refused,  to  them ;  things  were,  howeTCr,  bo 
well  contrived,  that  legal  authority  was  nearly  as  much  af- 
fronted by  the  apjiareut  compliance  with  their  orders,  aa  by 
the  real  resistance  they  had  before  met  with.  Alter  long 
and  violent  controversies,  sn  agreement  took  ])lflce  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Francis.  It  apiieare,  that  Mr, 
Hastings,  embarrassed  with  the  complicated  wars  and  ruin- 
ous expenses  into  which  his  measures  Jiad  brought  hira,  be- 
gan to  think  of  procuring  [jeoce  at  home,  Tbo  agreement 
originated  in  a  conversation,  held  on  Christmas-djiy,  1779, 
between  Major  Scott,  then  aid-de-camp,  and  now  agent,  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  Mr,  Ducarrel,  n  gentleman  high  in  the 
Company's  service  at  Calcutta.  Mr.  Scott,  in  consequence 
of  this  conversation,  was  authorized  to  make  overtures  to 
Mr.  Francis  through  Mr.  Ducarrel ;  to  declare  Mr.  HoBtings 
tired  of  controversy,  expressing  hia  wish  to  have  the  Mnhratta 
war  entirely  left  to  him  : — that  there  were  certain  points  he 
could  not  give  up ;  that  he  could  not  (for  reasons  he  then  as- 
signed) gubmit  to  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mahomed 
-Beza  Khan,  and  Mr,  Bristow ;  tliat  he  had  not  the  smalleU 
personal  objection  to  them,  and  would  willingly  provide  for 
tbem  in  any  other  line, 

Mp.  Francis,  in  this  treaty,  insisted  on  those  very  points, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  could  never  give  up ;  and 
that  bis  conditions  were  the  Company's  orders ;  that  is,  the 
teatoration  of  the  persona  whom  they  had  directed  to  be  re- 
stored. The  event  of  this  negotiation  was,  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings at  length  submitted  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  that  M±. 
Fowke  and  Mahomod  Beza  Kh&n  were  reinstated  in  their 
situations. 

Tour  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the  transaction  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  that  as  long  as  the  question  stood  upon  his 
obedience  to  his  lawful  superiors,  so  long  he  considered  the 
restoration  of  these  persona  as  a.  gross  indignity,  the  submit- 
ting to  which  would  destroy  all  his  credit  and  influence  in 
the  country.  But  when  it  was  to  accommodate  his  own  oc- 
CBsioDB  in  a  treaty  with  a  fellow-aervant,  all  these  difficulties 
instantly  vanish ;  and  he  finds  it  perfectly  consistent  with 
'  his  dignity,  credit,  and  influence,  to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what 
he  bad  refused  to  the  strict  and  reiterated  injunctions  of  the 
court  of  directors.     TranquiUity  was,  however,  for  a  time 
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restored  by  this  measure,  thougli  it  did  not  continue  long. 
In  about  three  months  an  ocuasion  occurred,  in  which  Mr. 
Francis  gave  some  opposition  to  a  measure  proposed  b^  Mr. 
Hastings ;  which  brought  on  a  duel ;  upon  the  mischievoua 
effects  of  whicli  your  committee  hare  already  made  their  ob- 
servatioDB. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  soon  after  for  Europe 
opened  a  new  scene,  and  gave  rise  to  a  third  revolution, 
lest  the  arrangement  with  the  servants  of  the  Company 
should  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  mistaken  for 
obedience  to  their  superiors,  Mr.  Francis  was  little  more 
than  a  month  gone,  when  Mr,  Fowke  was  again  recalled  from 
Benares,  and  Mr.  Briiftne  soon  after  from  Oude.  In  these 
measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the  principles  of  dis- 
obedience, which  he  had  used  in  pll  the  cases  hitherto  stated. 
In  his  minute  of  consultation  on  this  recall  he  refers  to  his 
former  minutes ;  and  he  adds,  that  he  Las  "  a  recent  motive 
in  the  necessity  of  removing  any  circumstance,  which  may 
contribute  to  lessen  his  injluence  in  the  effect  of  any  nego- 
tiations, in  which  he  may  be  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
Ms  intended  visit  to  LucKnow."  He  here  reverts  to  his  old 
plea  of  preserving  hia  influence  ;  not  content  with  this,  as  in 
the  case  of  Mahomed  Be.za  Kh&n  he  had  called  in  the  aid  ftf 
the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  he  here  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  who,  on  reasons  exactly  tallying  with  those  given 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  desires  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  removed. 
The  true  weight  of  these  requisitions  will  appear,  if  not  suffi- 
oiently  apparent  from  the  kno^vn  situation  of  the  parties,  by 
the  foUowmg  extract  of  a  letter  from  this  Nabob  of  Oude  to  his 
agent  at  Calcutta,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Hastings, 
that  "if  it  is  proper  I  will  write  to  the  king  [of  Great  Bri- 
tain] and  the  rizier  [one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers]  and 
the  chief  of  the  Company,  in  such  a  manner  as  he  shaS  dp- 
reel,  and  in  the  words  that  he  shall  order,  that  Mr.  Bristow'e 
■views  may  be  thwarted  there."  There  is  no  doubt  of  the 
entire  co-operation  of  the  Nabob  Asoph  ul  Howlah  in  all  the 
designs  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  thwarting  the  views  of  any 

fersona,  who  place  their  reliance  on  the  authority  of  this 
ingdom. 

As  usual,  the  court  of  directors  appear  in  their  proper     i 
order  in  the  procession.    After  this  third  act  of  disobedience    i 
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with  regard  to  the  same  person  and  the  same  office,  and  afber 
caUing  the  proceedings  unwarrantable,  *'  in  order  to  vindicate 
and  uphold  their  own  authorityy  and  thinking  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  court  of 
directors^**  they  again  order  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  reinstated, 
and  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled ;  in  this  circle  the  whole 
moves  with  great  regularity. 

The  extraordinary  operations  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  soon 
after  followed  in  every  department,  which  was  the  subject 
of  all  these  acts  of  disobedience,  have  made  them  appear  in 
a  light  peculiarly  unpropitious  to  his  cause.  It  is  out  too 
probable  from  his  own  accounts,  that  he  meditated  some 
strong  measure,  both  at  Benares  and  at  Oude,  at  the  very 
time  of  the  removal  of  those  officers.  He  deckures  he  knew, 
that  his  conduct  in  those  places  was  such  as  to  lie  very  open 
to  malicious  representations.  He  must  have  been  sensible, 
that  he  was  open  to  such  representations  from  the  begin- 
ning; he  was  therefore  impelled  by  every  motive,  which 
ought  to  influence  a  man  of  sense,  by  no  means  to  disturb 
the  order  which  he  had  last  established. 

Of  this,  however,  he  took  no  care ;  but  he  was  not  so  in- 
attentive to  the  satisfaction  of  the  sufferers,  either  in  point 
of  honour  or  interest.  This  was  most  strongly  marked  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke.  His  reparation  to  that  gentleman, 
in  point  of  honour,  is  full  as  possible.  Mr.  Hastings  "  de- 
clared, that  he  approved  his  character  and  his  conduct  in 
office,  and  believed,  that  he  might  depend  upon  At^  exact  and 
literal  obedience  and  fidelity  in  the  execution  of  the  functions 
annexed  to  it,"  Such  is  the  character  of  the  man,  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  a  second  time  removed  from  the  office,  to  which 
he  told  the  court  of  directors,  in  his  letter  of  the  3rd  of 
March,  1780,  he  had  appointed  him  in  conformity  to  their 
orders.  On  the  14th  of  January,  1781,  he  again  finds  it  an 
indispensable  obligation  in  him  to  exercise  powers  "  inhe^ 
rent  in  the  constitution  of  his  government."  On  this  prin- 
ciple he  claimed  "  the  right  of  nominating  the  agent  of  his 
own  choice  to  the  residence  of  Benares ;  that  it  is  a  repre- 
sentative situation ;  that  speaking  for  myself  alone  it  may 
be  sufficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  is  not  my  agent ; 
that  I  cannot  give  him  my  confidence;  that,  while  he  con- 
tinues at  Benares,  he  stands  as-  a  screen  between  the  Bajah 

L  2 
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^^V  and  tbia  governinont,  instead  of  an  instrument  of  control : 
^^■'that  the  Bojah  him  self,  and  every  chief  in  Hindostan,  will 
^H^  regard  it  aa  tlie  pledge  and  foundation  of  his  independence." 
I  Here  Mr.  Kaetings  has  got  back  to  his  old  prlnciplos,  Trbere 

he  takes  post  as  on  strong  ground.  This  he  declares  "  to 
be  his  objection  to  Mr.  Fowke,  and  that  it  is  ineuperable." 
The  very  line  before  tbis  paragraph  he  writes  of  this  person, 
to  whom  he  could  not  give  hia  confidence,  that  "  he  believed 
he  might  depend  upon  his  fidelity,  and  his  exact  and  literal 
obedience."  Mr.  Scott,  who  is  authorized  to  defend  Mr. 
Haetings,  supported  the  same  principles  before  your  com- 
mittee by  a  comparison,  that  avowedly  reduces  the  court  of 
directors  to  the  state  of  a  party  against  their  servants.  He 
declared,  that  in  bis  opinion  "  it  would  be  just  as  abiurd  to 
deprive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  hia  ambassador  fit 
Benares,  as  it  would  be  to  force  on  the  miniilry  of  this  coun- 
try an  ambassador  from  the  oppotition."  Such  is  the  opiuion 
entertained  in  Eengaj,  and  that  but  too  effectually  realized, 
^^1  of  the  relation  between  the  principal  servants  of  the  Com- 
^^K.^ny  and  the  court  of  directore. 

^^H  So  fsF  the  reparation,  in  point  of  honour,  to  Mr.  Fowke 
^^1^  Was  complete.  The  reparation  in  point  of  interest,  your 
committee  do  not  find  to  have  been  equally  satisfactory ;  but 
they  do  find  it  to  be  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature,  and  of 
the  most  mischievous  eaample,  Mr.  Powke  had  been  de- 
prived of  a  place  of  ranic  and  honour ;  the  place  of  a  public 
Vackeel,  or  representative.  The  recompence  provided  for 
him  is  a  succession  to  a  contract.  Mr,  Hastings  moved,  that 
on  the  expiration  of  Colonel  Morgan's  contract  he  should  be 
appointed  agent  to  all  the  boats  employed  for  tbe  niilitaiy 
service  of  that  establishment,  with  a  commission  of  15  per 
cent,  on  all  disbursements  in  that  ojftce ;  permitting  Mr. 
Fowke, at  the. same  time,  to  draw  hia  allowance  of  a  hundred 
pounds  a  month,  as  resident,  until  tbe  exjtiration  of  the  con- 
tract, and  for  three  months  after. 

Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  struck,  as  every  one  must  be,  with 
so  extraordinary  a  proceeding ;  the  principle  of  which  he 
observes  "is  liable  to  one  material  objection."  That  one  is 
material  indeed;  for  no  limit  being  laid  down  for  the  ex- 
pense, in  which  the  per-centage  is  to  arise,  it  is  tbe  direct 
mtereat  of  the  person  employed  to  mi^  hia  department  as 
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eipensive  as  possible.  To  this  Mr.  Hastings  answers,  thst 
"  be  is  conviiiL'ed  by  eiperienee  it  will  be  better  performed ;" 
and  yet,  lie  immediately  after  subjoias,  "  this  defect  cud  only 
be  corrected  by  tbe  probity  of  the  person  intruflted  with  so 
important  a  charge ;  and  1  njn  wUling  to  hare  it  understood 
as  a  proof  of  the  confidence  I  repose  in  Mr.  Fowke,  that  I 
have  proposed  hia  appointment,  in  opposition  to  a  general 
principle,  to  a  trust  so  constituted." 

In  the  beginning  of  this  very  minute  of  consultation,  Mr. 
Hastings  removea  Mr.  Fowke  from  the  residency  of  Benares, 
beca.use  "hecajinot  give  him  his  confidence ;  and  yet,  be- 
fore the  pen  is  out  of  his  band,  he  violates  one  of  tbe  soundest 
general  principles  in  the  whole  system  of  dealing,  in  order  to 
give  a  proof  of  the  confidence  he  reposes  in  that  gentleman. 
Thia  apparent  gross  contradiction  is  to  be  reconciled  but  by 
one  way  ;  which  is,  that  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings  comes 
and  goes  with  his  opposition  to  legal  authority.  Where  that 
authority  recommends  any  person,  his  confidence  in  him 
vanishes;  but,  to  show  that  it  is  the  authority  and  not  the 
person  he  opposes,  when  that  is  out  of  sight,  there  is  no  rule 
so  sacred,  wliich  is  not  to  be  violated  to  manifest  his  real 
esteem  and  perfect  trust  in  the  person  whom  he  baa  rejected. 
However,  by  overturning  general  principles  to  compliment 
Mr,  i'owke's  integrity,  he  does  all  in  hia  power  to  corrupt  it  j 
at  the  same  time  ne  establishes  an  example,  that  must  either 
subject  oU  future  dealings  to  the  same  pernicious  clause,  or 
which,  being  omitted,  must  become  a  strong  implied  charge 
on  the  integrity  of  those,  who  shall  hereafter  be  excluded 
from  a  trust  so  constituted. 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  committee  in  this 
part  of  their  obMcrrations,  which  relates  to  the  obedience  to 
orders,  to  remark  upon  the  manner,  in  which  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  with  regard  to  this  kind  of  dealing  in 
contracts,  are  observed.  These  orders  relate  to  contracts ; 
and  they  contain  two  standing  regulations. 

Ist,  That  all  contracts  shall  lie  publicly  advertised,  and 
that  the  most  reasonable  proposals  shall  be  accepted. 

2ndly,  That  two  contracts,  those  of  provisions  and  for  ca> 
ri^e  bullocks,  shall  be  only  annual. 

These  orders  are  undoubtedly  some   correctives  to  t] 
abnaes,  which  may  arise  in  this  very  critical  article  of  pub! 


I 
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'   dealing.     But  the  House  will  remark,  that  if  the  bueinesB 

UBually  carried  on  by  concracts  win  be  converted  at  pleasure 

Linto  agencies,  like  that  of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these  regulatioua 

■^risb  of  course ;  and  there  is  no  direction  ■whatsoever  for 

-  *-'  '    J  the  most  prodigal  and  corrupt  barguas  for  the 

Tour  committee  have  inquired  into  the  observance  of  these 
necesgary  regulations ;  and  they  find,  that  they  have,  lite  the 
rest,  been  entirely  contemned,  and  contemned  with  entire 
irapumty.  After  the  period  of  Colonel  Monaon's  death,  (md 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Im'.  Barwell  obtained  the  lead  in  the 
coiracil,  the  contracts  were  disposed  of  without  at  all  advep- 
tising  ibr  proposals.  Those  m  1777  were  given  for  three 
years ;  and  the  gentlemen  in  question  growing,  by  habit  and 
encouragement,  into  more  boldness,  in  1779  the  contracts 
were  disposed  of  for  five  years ;  and  this  they  did  at  the  eve 

the  eiipiration  of  their  ovm  appointment  to  the  govern- 
ment. This  increase  in  the  lengtk  of  the  contracts,  though 
contrary  to  orders,  might  have  admitted  some  excuse,  if  it 
'had  been  made,  even  in  appearance,  the  means  of  lessening 
the  expense.  But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors, 
instead  of  being  diminished,  were  enlarged,  and  in  a  manner 
&r  beyond  the  proportion  of  the'  enlargement  of  terras.  Of 
this  abuse  and  contempt  of  orders  a  judgment  may  be  formed 
by  the  single  contract  for  supplying  the  army  with  draught 
and  carriage  buUocks.  As  it  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the 
contract  in  1779,  the  expense  of  that  service  was  about  one 
thousand  three  hundred  poiuids  a  month.  By  the  new  con- 
tract, given  away  in  September  of  that  year,  the  service  was 
raised  to  the  enormons  sum  of  near  six  tbouRand  pounds  a 
month.  The  monthly  increase  therefore,  being  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  pounds,  it  constitutes  a  total  increase  of 
charges  for  the  Company,  in  the  five  years  of  the  contract,  of 
no  less  a  sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty-fii?e  thousand 
pounds.  Now,  as  tbe  former  contract  was,  without  doubt, 
sufficiently  advantageous,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  present.  The  terms,  indeed,  pass  the 
bounds  of  all  allowance  for  negligence  and  ignorance  of  office. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Bellis's  contract  for  supplying  provisions 
to  the  fort  is  of  the  same  description ;  and,  what  exceedingly 
increases  tbe  suspicion  against  this  profusion  in  coutractf^ 
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made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  that  they  are  always 
found  to  be  given  in  favour  of  persons  closely  connected 
with  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  family,  or  even  in  his  actual  service. 

The  principles,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Bar- 
well  justify  this  disobedience,  if  admitted,  reduce  the  Com- 
pany's government,  so  far  as  it  regards  tho  supreme  council, 
to  a  mere  patronage ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nominating  per- 
sons to,  or  removing  them  from,  an  authority,  which  is  not 
only  despotic  with  regard  to  those  who  are  subordinate  to 
it,  out,  in  all  its  acts,  entirely  independent  of  the  legal  power, 
which  is  nominally  superior.  These  are  principles  directly- 
leading  to  the  destruction  of  the  Company's  government.  A 
correspondent  practice  being  established,  (as  in  this  case  of 
contracts  as  well  as  others  it  has  been,)  the  means  are  furn- 
ished of  effectuating  this  purpose ;  for  the  common  superior, 
the  Company,  having  no  power  to  regulate  or  to  support 
their  own  appointments,  nor  to  remove  those  whom  they 
wish  to  remove,  nor  to  prevent  the  contracts  from  being 
made  use  of  against  their  interest,  all  the  English  in  Bengal 
must  naturally  look  to  the  next  in  authority;  they  must 
depend  upon,  follow,  and  attach  themselves  to  him  solely. 
And  thus  a  party  may  be  formed  of  the  whole  system  of  civQ 
and  military  servants,  for  the  support  of  the  subordinate  and 
defiance  of  the  supreme  power. 

Tour  committee  beiog  led  to  attend  to  the  abuse  of  con- 
tracts, which  are  given  upon  principles  fatal  to  the  sub- 
ordination of  the  service,  and  in  defiance  of  orders,  revert  to 
the  disobedience  of  orders  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  Beza 
Kh^n. 

This  transaction  is  of  a  piece  with  those  that  preceded  it. 
On  the  6th  of  July,  1781,  Mr.  Hastings  announced  to  the 
board  the  arrival  of  a  messenger,  and  introduced  a  requisition 
from  the  young  Nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dowla,  "  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  dispose  of  his  own  stipend,  tmthout  being  made 
to  depend  on  the  will  of  another.^*  In  favour  of  this  requisi- 
tion Mr.  Hastings  urged  various  arguments; — that  the 
Nabob  could  no  longer  be  deemed  a  minor ; — ^that  he  was 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  father  of  many  children ; — that 
his  understanding  was  much  improved  of  late  by  an  attention 
to  his  education  ; — ^that  these  circumstances  gave  him  a  claim 
to  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of  domestic  authority ;  and  it 
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light  rnasoDflbly  be  supposed,  that  he  would  pay  a  greater 
,rd  to  u  juflt  cuoDoiny  in  Iiis  own  family  than  bod  faeea 
'd  by  thoae  who  were  aliens  to  it.  For  these  reaaons 
Mr.  Hastings  recommended  to  the  board,  that  Mahomed 
Ke£a  Rhfin  should  be  imniediatoly  divested  of  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  the  Nabob'?  household,  and  thai  the  Nabob 
'fobarek  ul  Dowla  should  be  mtrasted  with  the  exclusive  and 
\tire  reeeipU  and  disbursements  of  his  stipend,  and  the  un- 
•Ued  managejnent  and  reguUtdon  of  his  household. — 
far  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  coauluaioa 
correeponda  with  the  premises ;  for,  supposing  the  fact  to 
be  established,  or  admitted,  that  the  Nabob,  in  point  of  age, 
capacity,  and  judgment,  was  qualified  to  act  for  himself,  it 
Deems  reasonable  that  the  management  of  his  domestic  af- 
fairs should  not  be  withheld  from  him.  On  this  part  of  the 
proceeding  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that  if  it  were 
strictly  true,  that  the  Nabob's  understanding  had  been  much 
improved  of  late  by  an  attention  to  his  education,  (which 
seems  an  extraordinary  way  of  describing  the  qualifications 
of  a  man  of  sii-and-twenty,  the  father  of  many  children,) 
the  merit  of  such  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  Ma- 
homed Eezft  Kh3n,  who  waa  the  only  person  of  rank  and 
character  connected  with  him,  or  who  could  be  supposed  to 
have  any  influence  over  him.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  re- 
proachea  the  Nabob  with  raiting  mean  men  to  be  His  com- 
panions ;  and  tells  him  plainly,  that  some  persotis,  both  of  bad 
eharaeter  and  base  origin,  had  found  the  means  of  insinuating 
themselvei  into  his  company  avid  constant  fellowship. — In.  such 
society  it  is  not  likely  that  either  the  N'abob's  morals  or  his 
.understanding  could  have  been  tiiuch  improved ;  nor  could 
''  be  deemed  prudent  to  leave  him  without  any  check  upon 
conduct. — Mr,  Hastings's  opinion  on  this  point  may  be 
icted  from  what  he  did,  but  by  no  means  &om  what  he 
id,  on  the  occasion. 

The  House  will  naturally  expect  to  find,  that  the  NaboVs 
pjest  wag  granted,  and  that  the  resolution  of  the  board 
raa  conformable  to  the  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings's  recomroend- 
'ation.  Yet  the  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  Sir.  Hastings, 
after  advising,  that  the  Nalmb  should  be  intrusted  -with  the  ex- 
ehiave  and  entire  receipts  and  disbursements  of  his  stipend, 
immediately  corrects  that  advice,  being  aware,  that  so  autUM' 
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and  unlimited  a  disposal  of  a  large  revenue  might  at  first  en- 
courage a  spirit  of  dissipation  in  the  Nabob  ;  and  reserves  to 
himself  a  power  of  establishing,  with  the  Nabob's  consent, 
such  a  plan  for  the  regulation  and  equal  distribution  of  the 
Nabob's  expenses,  as  should  be  adapted  to  the  dissimilar  ap- 
pearances of  preserving  his  interests  and  his  independence  at 
the  same  time.  On  the  same  complicated  principles  the  sub- 
sequent resolution  of  the  board  professes  to  allow  the  Nabob 
the  management  of  his  stipend  and  expenses ;  with  a  hope, 
however,  (which,  considering  the  relative  situation  of  the 
parties,  could  be  nothing  less  than  an  injunction,)  that  he 
would  submit  to  such  a  plan  as  should  be  agreed  on  between 
him  and  the  governor-general. 

The  drift  of  these  contradictions  is  sufficiently  apparent. 
Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  was  to  be  divested  of  his  office  at  all 
events,  and  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  stipend  com- 
mitted to  other  hands.  To  accomplish  the  first,  the  Nabob 
is  said  to  be  "  now  arrived  at  that  time  of  life  when  a  man 
may  be  supposed  capable,  if  ever,  of  managing  his  own  con- 
cerns." When  this  principle  has  answered  the  momentary 
purpose  for  which  it  was  produced,  we  find  it  immediately 
discarded,  and  an  opposite  resolution  formed  on  an  opposite 
principle,  viz.  that  he  shall  not  have  the  management  of  his 
own  concerns  in  consideration  of  his  want  of  experience, 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  his  arrival  at  Moorshedabad,  gives  Mr. 
Wheler  an  account  of  his  interview  with  the  Nabob,  and  of 
the  Nabob's  implicit  submission  to  his  advice.  The  Princi- 
pe, if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  operation  appears 
from  the  result  of  it.  Sir  John  D'Oyly,  a  gentleman  in 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  places  particular  confidence,  succeeds 
to  the  office  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  and  to  the  same  con- 
trol over  the  Nabob's  expenses.  Into  the  hands  of  this  gen- 
tleman the  Nabob's  stipend  was  to  be  immediately/  paid,  as 
evert/  intermediate  channel  would  be  an  unavoidable  cause  of 
delay  ;  and  to  his  advice  the  Nabob  was  required  to  give  the 
same  attention  as  if  it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 
One  of  the  conditions  prescribed  to  the  Nabob  was,  that  he 
should  admit  no  Englishman  to  his  presence  without  previ- 
ously consulting  Sir  John  D'Oyly  ;  and  he  must  forbid  any 
person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  without  his  introduction. 
On  these  arrangements  it  need  only  be  observed,  that  a 
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meaaure  tthich  seta  out  with  pnifeBeiug  to  relieve  the  Nabob 
&om  a  etate  of  perpetual  pupilage,  concludes  with  delivering 
not  only  his  fortune  but  Uia  peraon  to  the  custody  of  a  par- 
''■Jular  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

The  iustructionB  given  to  the  Nabob  contain  other  paa- 
that  merit  attention.  In  oue  place  Mr.  Hastings  tella 
'  you  have  offered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of 
nipees  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  remainder ;  but  thia 
we  have  refused."  In  another  he  aays,  that  "  as  many  mat- 
ters will  occur,  which  cannot  Ire  so  easily  explained  by  letter  at 
by  ennaersalion,  I  deaire,  that  you  will,  on  such  oceaaiona, 
give  your  orders  to  Sir  Johu  D'Oyly  respecting  such  points 
as  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  to  me.''  The  offer  al- 
luded to  in  the  Jirst  passage  does  not  appear  in  the  Na- 
bob's letters,  therefore  must  have  been  in  conversation,  and 
declined  by  Mr.  Hastings  without  consulting  his  colleague. 
A  refusal  of  it  might  have  been  proper ;  but  it  supposes  a 
degree  of  incapacity  in  the  Nabob  not  to  be  reconcded  to 
the  principleH,  on  which  Mahomed  Heza  Khan  was  removed 
from  the  management  of  hia  affairs. 

Of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  the  second,  and  which,  it  is 
said,  could  not  be  so  eas'dy  explained  bp  letters  as  in  conversa- 
(KW,  no  explanation  is  given.     Tour  committee  will  therefore 

I  leave  them,  as  Mr.  Hustings  has  done,  to  the  opinion  of  the 

I  House. 

As  soon  as  the  Nabob's  requisition  was  communicated  to 
the  board,  it  was  moved,  and  resolved,  that  Mahomed  B«za 
Khan  should  be  divested  of  his  office ;  and  the  House  bave 
seen  in  what  manner  it  w^  disposed  of  The  Nabob  had 
stated  various  complaints  against  him: — that  he  had  dis- 
missed the  old  established  servants  of  the  Nizamut,  and  filled 
their  places  with  Jiis  own  dejiendents : — that  he  had  regu- 
larly received  the  stipend  of  the  Nizamut  from  the  Compauy, 
yet  hod  kept  the  Nabob  involved  in  debt  and  distress,  and 
esposed  to  the  clamours  of  his  creditors ;  and  sometimes  even 
in  want  of  a  dinner.  All  these  complaints  were  recorded  at 
large  in  the  proceedings  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, tkat  they  were  ever  communicated  to  Mahomed  Keza 
Khan,  or  that  he  was  ever  called  upon,  in  any  shape,  to  an- 
swer them.  This  circumstance  inclines  your  committee  to 
believe,  that  all  of  these  charges  were  groundless ;  esped^ 
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as  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  chief  of 
them  were  not  well  founded.  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  of  the  monthly  payment  of 
the  Nabob's  stipend  being  regularly  made ;  and  says,  that  to 
relieve  the  Nabob' s  present  wants,  he  had  directed  the  resi- 
dent to  raise  an  immediate  supply  on  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  be  repaid  from  the  first  receipts.  From  hence  your 
committee  conclude,  that  the  monthly  payments  had  not  been 
regularly  made;  and  that  whatever  distresses  the  Nabob  might 
have  suffered  must  have  been  owing  to  the  governor-general 
and  council,  not  to  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n ;  who,  for  aught  that 
appears  to  the  contrary,  paid  away  the  stipend  as  fast  as  he 
received  it.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  that  is,  if  Mahomed 
Beza  Khan  had  reserved  a  balance  of  the  Nabob's  money  in 
his  hands,  he  should,  and  undoubtedly  he  would,  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  it  in ;  and  then  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  raising  an  immediate  supply  by  other  means. 

The  transaction,  on  the  whole,  speaks  very  sufficiently  for 
itself.  It  is  a  gross  instance  of  repeated  disobedience  to 
repeated  orders ;  and  it  is  rendered  particularly  offensive  to 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  by  the  frivolous  and 
contradictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  But,  whether  the 
Nabob's  requisition  was  reasonable  or  not,  the  governor- 
general  and  council  were  precluded  by  a  special  instruction 
from  complpng  with  it.  The  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the 
14th  of  Eebruary,  1779,  declare  that  a  resolution  of  council, 
(taken  by  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr  Wheler,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Harwell,)  viz.  "  that  the  Nabob's  letter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  them  for  their  decision;  and  that  no  resolution 
should  be  taken  in  Bengal  on  his  requisitions,  without  their 
special  orders  and  instructions,"  was  very  proper.  They  pru- 
dently reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  deciding  on  such 
questions ;  but  they  reserved  it  to  no  purpose.  In  England 
the  authority  is  purely  formal.  In  Bengal  the  power  is  posi- 
tive and  real.  When  they  clash,  their  opposition  serves  only 
to  degrade  the  authority  that  ought  to  predominate,  and  to 
exalt  the  power  that  ought  to  be  dependent. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  above  report  many  material  papers 
have  arrived  from  India,  and  have  been  laid  before  your  com- 
mittee :  that,  which  they  think  it  most  immediately  neces- 
sary to  annex  to  the  Appendix  to  this  report,  is  the  resolu- 
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tion  of  the  council -general  to  allow  to  the  members  of  the 
board  of  trade,  resident  in  Calcutta,  a  charge  of  6  per  cent, 
on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment  formed  upon  their 
second  plan,  namely,  that  plan  which  had  been  communicated 
to  Lord  Macartney.  The  investment  on  this  plan  is  stated 
to  be  raised  from  £800,000  to  £1,000,000  sterfing. 

It  is  on  all  accounts  a  very  memorable  transaction,  and 
tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burthen,  operating  in  the  nature 
of  a  tax,  laid  by  their  own  authority  on  the  goods  of  their 
masters  in  England.  If  such  a  compensation  to  the  board 
of  trade  was  necessary  on  account  oi  their  engagement  to 
take  no  further  (that  is  to  say,  no  unlawful)  emolument,  it 
implies,  that  the  practice  of  making  such  unlawful  emolu- 
ment had  formerly  existed;  and  your  committee  think  it 
very  extraordinary,  that  the  first  notice  the  Company  had 
received  of  such  a  practice  should  be,  in  taxing  them  for  a 
compensation  for  a  partial  abolition  of  it,  secured  on  the 
parole  of  honour  of  those  very  persons,  who  are  supposed  to 
nave  been  guilty  of  this  unjustifiable  conduct.  Your  com- 
mittee consider  this  engagement,  if  kept,  as  only  a  partial 
abolition  of  the  implied  corrupt  practice,  because  no  part  of 
the  compensation  is  given  to  the  members  of  the  board  of 
trade,  who  reside  at  the  several  factories,  though  their  means 
of  abuse  are  without  all  comparison  greater ;  and  if  the  cor- 
ruption was  supposed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at 
that  price  where  the  means  were  fewer,  the  House  will  judge 
how  far  the  tax  has  purchased  off  the  evil. 


From  the  Select  Couuittee  appointed  to  take  into  coO' 
eideratioa  the  state  of  the.  Aaniiiiistration  of  Justice  in 
the  pro\'iiiceH  of  Bengal,  Baliar.  and  Orisaa,  and  to  report 
the  B&me,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  House  -,  vfith 
their  obaervationa  thereupon  ;  and  who  were  inatructed  to 
consider  how  the  Britiali  Poasesaions  in  the  East  Indies 
may  be  held  and  goremed  with  the  greatest  security  and 
advantage  to  this  Country ;  and  by  what  means  the  bap- 
pinesB  of  the  Natire  Inhabitants  niny  be  best  promoted. — 
(1783.) 

ToiTB  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  inquiry  into  the 
obedience  yielded  by  the  Company's  servants  to  the  orders 
at  the  court  of  directors,  (the  authority  of  which  orders  had 
been  strengthened  by  the  regulating  act  of  1773,)  could  not 
overlook  one  of  the  moat  essential  objects  of  that  act,  and 
of  those  orders,  namely,  the  taking  of  gijis  and  presentg. 
These  protended  free  gifts  from  the  natives  to  the  Com- 
pany's servants  in  power  bad  never  been  authorized  by  law  ; 
they  are  contrary  to  the  covenants  formerly  entered  into  by 
the  president  and  council ;  they  are  strictly  forbidden  by  the 
act  of  parliament ;  and  forbidden  uiwin  grounds  of  the  most 
substantial  policy. 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1773,  the  allowances  made  by 
the  Company  to  the  presidents  of  Bengal  were  abundantly 
sufEcient  to  guarantee  them  against  anything  like  a  necessity 
for  giving  in  to  that  pernicious  practice.  The  net  of  parlia- 
ment, wbicli  appointed  a  governor-general  in  the  place  of  a 
president,  as  it  was  extremely  particular  in  enforcing  the 
prohibition  of  those  presents,  so  it  waa  equally  caretul  in 
making  an  ample  provision  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the 
office,  in  order  to  remove  aU  escuse  for  a  corrupt  ii 
its  emoluments. 
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Although  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  verbal  testimony, 
has  appeared  before  your  committee  of  presents  to  a  large 
amount  having  been  received  by  Mr.  ELastings  and  others 
before  the  year  1775,  they  were  not  able  to  find  distinct 
traces  of  that  practice  in  him,  or  any  one  else,  for  a  few  years. 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  in  Bengal  by  order  of  the  court  of 
directors  in  1775,  with  regard  to  all  corrupt  practices,  and 
the  vigour  with  which  they  were  for  some  time  pursued, 
might  have  given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt  of  pre- 
sents, or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual  concealment 
of  them ;  and  afterwards,  tKe  calamities,  which  befell  almost 
all  who  were  concerned  in  the  first  discoveries,  did  probably 
prevc^nt  any  further  complaint  upon  the  subject;  but,  t<> 
wards  the  close  of  the  last  session,  your  committee  have  re- 
ceived much  of  new  and  alarming  information  couceming 
til  at  abuse. 

Appendix,  B.  The  first  traces  appeared,  though  faintly  and 
Supplement  to  obscurcly,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors 
the  2nd  Re-  from  the  ^ovemor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  written 
port,  page  7.      ^^  ^^^  gQth  of  November,  1780.     It  has  been 

stated  in  a  former  report  of  your  committee,  that  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1780,  Mr.  Hastings,  being  very  earnest  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a  particular  operation  in  the  Mahratta  war,  in 
order  to  remove  objections  to  that  measure,  which  were 
made  on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  contingencies,  offered 
to  exonerate  the  Company  from  that  "  charge." — Continuing 
liis  minute  of  council,  he  says  :  "  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about 
£23,000)  I  have  already  deposited,  within  a  small  amount, 
in  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurers ;  and  I  heg^  that  the  board 
will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  that  service.'*  Here  he 
otFers  in  liis  own  person ;  he  deposits,  or  pretends  that  he 
deposits,  in  his  own  person ;  and,  with  the  zeal  of  a  man 
eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support  of  his  mea- 
sures, he  prays,  that  his  offer  may  be  accepted.  Not  the 
least  hint,  that  he  was  delivering  back  to  the  Company 
money  of  their  own,  which  he  had  secreted  from  them.  In- 
deed, no  man  ever  made  it  a  request,  much  less  earnestly 
entreated,  "  begged  to  be  permitted,"  to  pay  to  any  persons, 
public  or  private,  money  that  was  their  own. 

It  appeared  to  your  committee,  that  the  money  offered  for 
that  service,  which  was  to  forward  the  operations  of  a  de- 
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tacbment  under  Colonel  Camae,  in  an  expedition  against  one 
of  the  Mabratta  chiefs,  was  not  accepted.  And  your  com- 
mittee, having  directed  search  to  be  made  for  any  sums  of 
money  paid  into  the  treasury  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  this  ser- 
vice, found,  that,  notwithstanding  bis  assertion  of  having  de- 
ported "  two  lacks  of  rupees,  or  within  a  trifle  of  that  sum, 
m  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurer,'*  no  entry  whatsoever  of 
that  or  any  other  payment  by  the  governor-ge- 
neral was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts,  at  or  ^^^No/2!  ^' 
about  that  time.  This  circumstance  appeared 
very  striking  to  your  committee,  as  the  non-appearance  in 
the  Company's  books  of  the  article  in  question  must  be 
owing  to  one  or  other  of  these  four  causes : — that  the  asser- 
tion of  Mr.  Hastings  of  his  having  paid  in  near  two  lacks  of 
rupees  at  that  time  was  not  true ;  or,  that  the  sub-treasurer 
may  receive  great  sums  in  deposit  without  entering  them  in 
the  Company's  treasury  accounts;  or  that  the  treasury 
books  themselves  are  records  not  to  be  depended  on ;  or, 
lastly,  that  faithful  copies  of  these  books  of  accounts  are  not 
transmitted  to  Europe.  The  defect  of  an  entry,  correspond- 
ing with  Mr.  Hastings's  declaration  in  council,  can  be  attri- 
buted only  to  one  of  these  four  causes ;  of  which  the  want 
of  foundation  in  his  recorded  assertion,  though  very  blamable, 
is  the  least  alarming. 

On  the  29th  of  November  following,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings communicated  to  the  court  of  directors  some  di^^f  no."i. 
sort  of  notice  of  thi^  transaction.  In  his  letter 
of  that  date  he  varies,  in  no  small  degree,  the  aspect  under 
which  the  business  appeared  in  his  minute  of  consultation  of 
the  26th  of  June.  In  his  letter  he  says  to  the  directors, 
"  the  subject  is  now  become  obsolete ;  the  fair  hopes,  which 
I  had  built  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Mabratta  war,  have 
been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  which  have  befallen 
your  presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George ;  and  changed  the 
object  of  our  pursuit  from  the  aggrandizement  of  your  power 
to  its  preservation."  After  thus  confessing,  or  rather  boast- 
ing, 01  his  motives  to  the  Mabratta  war,  he  proceeds:  "My 
present  reason  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion, which  I  have  mentioned,"  (namely,  his  offering  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  Company's  service,)  "  is  to  obviate  the  false 
conclusions^  or  purposed  misrepresentations,  which  may  be 
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^^Ktaode  of  it,  either  as  an  artiiicQ  of  ontentution,  or  the  eifect  of 

^^Btfffrrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you,  that  the  money,  by  whal- 

w^^mer  means  it  came  into  my  possession,  was  not  my  own  ;  that  I 

ill         had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  have  received  it 

but  for  the  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avaU  myBclf  of  tha 

accidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant  afforded  me^  (i£ 

accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the 

Company ;  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shali  dismiss  the 

aubject." 

The  apology  ia  brief  indeed,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
transaction  ;  and,  what  la  more  material  than  its  length  or 
its  Bhortneas,  it  is  in  all  points  unsatisfactory.  The  matter 
becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscure  by  his  explanation.  Here 
was  money  received  by  Mr.  Haatings,  which,  according  to 
his  own  judgment,  he  had  no  right  to  receive ;  it  was  money, 
which"  (but  for  the  occasion  that  prompted  him)  he  could 
not  have  accepted ;"  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and 
irom  bis  into  the  Company's  hands,  by  ways  and  means  im- 
described,  and  from  persona  unnamed ;  yet,  though  appre- 
hensive of  false,  conclusions,  and  purposed  misrepresent- 
ations, he  gives  hie  employers  no  insiglit  whatsoever  into  a. 

_  matter,  which  of  all  others  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  a 

^nll  and  clear  elucidation. 

Although  he  chooses  to  omit  this  essential  point,  he  ex- 
^iressea  the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  clear  himself  of  the 

B&iarges,  that  might  be  made  against  hira,  of  the  artiiices  of 

f  eatentatiou,  and  of  corrupt  influence.  To  discover,  if  posai- 
We,  the  ground  for  apprehending  such  imputations,  your 
committee  adverted  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood 

^  at  the  rime : — they  found,  that  this  letter  was  despatched 
about  the  time  that  Mr.  Francis  took  hia  passage  for  Eugland; 
his  fear  of  misrepresentation  may  thoretbre  allude  to  some- 
thing which  passed  in  conversation  between  him  and  that 
gentleman  at  the  time  the  offer  was  made.  , 

It  was  not  easy,  on  the  mere  fac-e  of  his  offer,  to  give  an 
m  turn  to  it.  The  act,  as  it  stands  on  the  minute,  is  not 
only   disiuterested,   but  Eenerous,  and  public-spirited.     If 

l-Mr.    Hastings  apprehended    misrepresentation  from    Mr. 

fcCFrancis,  or  from  any  other  person,  your  committee  conceive, 

|ifhat  he  did  not  employ  proper  means  for  defearing  the  ill 
Jesigns  of  bis  adversaries.     Ou  the  contrary,  the  coufqa^^I 
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has  taken  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  is  calculated 
to  excite  doubts  and  suspicions  in  minds  the  most  favourably 
disposed  to  him.  Some  degree  of  ostentation  is  not  ex- 
tremely blamable  at  a  time  when  a  man  advances  largely 
from  his  private  fortune  towards  the  public  service.  It  is 
human  infirmity  at  the  worst,  and  only  detracts  something 
from  the  lustre  of  an  action  in  itself  meritorious.  The  kind 
of  ostentation  which  is  criminal,  and  criminal  only  because  it 
is  fraudulent,  is  where  a  person  makes  a  show  of  giving 
when  in  reality  he  does  not  give.  This  imposition  is  crimi- 
nal more  or  less  according  to  the  circumstances.  But  if  the 
money  received  to  furnish  such  a  pretended  gift  is  taken  from 
any  third  person,  without  right  to  take  it,  a  new  guilt,  and 
guilt  of  a  much  worse  quality  and  description,  is  incurred. 
The  governor-general,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  ostentation, 
on  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  declares,  that  the  sura  of 
money,  which  he  offered  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  June 
as  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  it. 
Clearing  himself  of  vanity,  he  convicts  himself  of  deceit,  and 
of  injustice. 

The  other  object  of  this  brief  apology  was  to  clear  himself 
of  corrupt  influence.  Of  all  ostentation  he  stands  com- 
pletely acquitted  in  the  month  of  November,  however  he 
might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  in  the  month  of  June  ; 
but,  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  apprehended  charge, 
namely,  corrupt  influence,  he  gives  no  satisfactory  solution — 
a  great  sum  of  money  "  not  his  own," — money  to  which  "  he 
had  no  right" — ^money  which  came  into  his  possession  "  by 
whatever  means :  " — if  this  be  not  money  obtamed  by  corrupt 
influence,  or  by  something  worse,  that  is,  by  violence  .or 
terror,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances,  which 
can  furnish  a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  use  of  power  and 
influence  in  the  acquisition  of  profit.  The  last  part  of  the 
apology — that  he  had  converted  this  money  ("  which  he  had 
no  right  to  receive")  to  the  Company's  use,  (so  far  as  your 
committee  can  discover,)  does  nowhere  appear.  He  speaks, 
in  the  minute  of  the  26th  of  June,  as  having  then  actually 
deposited  it  for  the  Company's  service.  In  the  letter  of 
November,  he  says,  that  he  converted  it  to  the  Company's 
property ;  but  there  is  no  trace  in  the  Company's  books,  of 
its  Doing  ever  brought  to  their  credit  in  the  expenditure  for 

yoL.   IV.  M 
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«iny  specific  sendee^  even  if  any  such  entry  and  expenditure 
could  justify  him  in  taking  money,  which  "he  had,  by  his  own 
confession,  "  no  right  to  receive." 

The  directors  appear  to  have  been  deceived  by  this  repre- 
sentation ;  and,  in  their  letter  of  January,  1782,  consider  the 

money  as  actually  paid  into  their  treasury.  Even 
^^%^J^f^  ^'    under  their  error  concerning  the  application  of 

the  money,  they  appear  rather  alarmpd  than 
satisfied  vnth  the  brief  apology  of  the  governor-general. 
Tliey  consider  the  whole  proceeding  as  eTRtraordinary  and 
mysterious.  They,  however,-  do  not  condemn  it  with  any 
remarkable  asperity ;  after  admitting,  that  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  a  temporary  secrecy,  respecting  the  menibers  cf  the 
boards  from  a  fear  of  their  resisting  the  proposed  application, 
or  any  application,  of  this  money  to  .the  Company's  use; 
yet  they  write  to  the  governor-general  and  council  as  follows : 
— "  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  there  could  be  any  real 
necessity  for  delaying  to  communicate  to  us  immediate  in- 
formation of  the  channel,  by  which  the  money  came  into 
Mr.  Hastings's  possession,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the 
cause  or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event."  And  again : 
''the  means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extra  expenses  are 
very  extraordinary ;  and  the  money,  we  conceive,  must  have 
(*omo  into  his  hands  b}^  an  unusual  channel ;  and  when  more 
oomplete  information  comes  before  us  we  shall  give  our 
sentiments  fully  on  the  transaction."  And,  speaking  of 
this  and  other  monies  under  a  similar  description,  they  say, 
"  we  shall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  approving  it  in 
tlio  least  degree,  or  proceeding  to  censure  our  governor- 
general  for  this  transaction."  The  expectations  entertained 
by  tlie  directors  of  a  more  complete  explanation  were  na- 
tural, and  their  oxpressicm  tender  and  temperate.  But  the 
more  complete  intormation,  which  they  naturally  expected, 
thov  never  have  to  this  day  received. 

Am  iKiixB  ^^^'  U'^stin2^s  wrote  two  more  letters  to  the 

No. .",.  and  soorct  committec  of  the  court  of  directors,  in 
^'*' '''  which  he  mentions  this  transaction.     The  first 

dated  (as  he  asserts,  and  a  Mr.  Larkins  swears)  on  the  22nd 
of  May,  1782 ;  the  last,  which  accompanied  it,  so  late  as  the 
Appoudix  n.    l^^l^  of  December  in  the  same  year.     Though 
No.  (5.       so  long  an  interval  lay  between  the  transaction 
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of  the  26th  of  June,  1780,  and  the  middle  of  December, 
1782,  (upwards  of  two  years,)  no  further  satisfaction  is 
given.  He  has  written,  since  the  receipt  of  the  above  let- 
ter of  the  court  of  directors,  (which  demanded,  what  they 
had  a  right  to  demand,  a  clear  explanation  of  the  particulars 
of  the  sum  of  money,  which  he  had  no  right  to  receive,) 
without  giving  them  any  further  satisfaction.  Instead  of 
explanation  or  apology,  he  assumes  a  tone  of  complaint  and 
reproach  to  the  directors — He  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an 
account  of  presents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
£200,000,  some  at  a  considerable  distance  of  time,  and  which 
had  not  been  hitherto  communicated  to  the  Company. 

In  the  letter,  whicl^  accompanied  that  very  extraprdinary 
account,  which  then  for  the  first  time  appeared,  he  discovers 
no  small  solicitude  to  clear  himself  from  the  imputation  of 
having  these  discoveries  drawn  from  him  by  the  terrors  of 
the  parliamentary  inquiries  then  on  foot.  To  remove  all 
suspicion  of  such  a  motive  for  making  these  discoveries,  Mr. 
Larkins  swears,  in  an  affidavit  made  before  Mr.  Justice 
Hyde,  bearing  even  date  with  the  letter  which  accompanies 
the  account,  that  is,  of  the  16th  of  December,  1782,  that  this 
letter  had  been  written  by  him  on  the  22nd  of  May,  several 
months  before  it  was  despatched.  It  appears,  yj^^  Larkins's 
that  Mr.  Larkins,  who  makes  this  voluntary  affi-  Affidavit.  Ap- 
davit,  ia  neither  secretary  to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  pendixB.No.6. 
Hastings's  private  secretary,  but  an  officer  of  the  treasury  of 
Bengal. 

Mr.  Hastings  was  conscious,  that  a  question  would  in- 
evitably arise,  how  he  came  to  delay  the  sending  intelligence 
of  so  very  interesting  a  nature  from  May  to  December  ?  He 
therefore  thinks  it  necessary  to  account  for  so  suspicious  a 
circumstance.  He  tells  the  directors,  "  that  the  despatch  of 
the  Lively  having  been  protracted  from  time  to  time,  the 
accompanying  address,  which  was  originally'  designed  and 
prepared  for  that  despatch,  and  no  other  since  occurring^  has, 
of  course,  been  thus  long  delayed." 

The  governor-general's  letter  is  dated  the  22nd  May,  and 
the  Besolution  was  the  last  ship  of  the  season  despatched  for 
Europe.  The  public  letters  to  the  directors  are  dated  the 
9th  May  ;  but  it  appears  by  the  letter  of  the  commander  of 
the  ship,  that  he  did  not  receive  his  despatches  from  Mr. 
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Lloyd,  then  nt  Kedieree,  until  the  2lith  May  ;  and  also,  tbaL 
the  pilot  wae  not  discharged  from  the  ahip  until  the  11th 
June.  8onie  of  these  preaenta  (now  for  the  first  time  ac- 
knowledged) had  been  received  eighteen  months  preceding 
the  date  of  this  letter — none  leas  than  four  months  ;  ko  that, 
in  fact,  he  might  have  sent  this  account  by  all  the  ships  of 
that  season;  but  the  goremor-general  chose  to  write  this 
letter  thirteen  days  after  the  determination  in  council  for 
the  despatch  of  the  last  ship. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  he  has  given  any  communicatiou 
whatsoever  to  his  colleagues  in  office  of  those  estraordinary 
tranBactioDH.  Nothing  appears  on  the  records  of  the  council 
of  the  receipt  of  the  presents ;  nor  iti  the  transmission  of 
this  account  mentioned  in  the  general  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  but  in  a  letter  from  himself  to  their  secret  com- 
mittee, consisting  generally  of  two  persona,  but  at  moat  of 
three.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  goyemor-general 
states,  "  that  the  deapatch  of  the  Lively  had  been  protracted 
from  time  to  time;  that  this  delay  was  of  no  public  conse- 
quence ;  but  that  it  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect 
to  himself,  he  regarded  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposed 
him  to  the  meanest  imputations  from  the  occasion,  which 
the  late  parhamentary  inquiries  have  since  furnished;  but 
which  were  unknown  when  his  letter  was  written."  If  the 
governor-general  thought  his  silence  exposed  him  to  the 
tneanest  imputations,  he  had  the  means  in  his  own  power  of 
avoiding  those  imputations ;  he  might  have  sent  this  letter, 
dated  the  22ud  M^,  by  the  Besolution.  I<'or  we  find,  that 
in  a  letter  from  Captain  Poynting,  of  the  26th  May,  he 
states  it  not  impossible  for  him  to  proceed  to  sea  with  the 
amaUeat  degree  of  safety  without  a  supply  of  anchore  and 
cables;  and  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  supplied 
from  Calcutta ;  and  on  the  28th  May,  we  find  a  minute  from 
the  secretary  of  the  council,  Mr.  Auriiil,  requesting  an  order 
of  council  to  the  master-attendant  to  furnish  a  sloop  to  carry 
down  those  cables ;  which  order  was  accordingly  issued  on 
the  30th  May.  There  requires  no  other  proof  to  show,  that 
the  governor- general  had  the  means  of  sending  thia  letter 
seven  days  ai'ter  he  wrote  it,  instead  of  delaying  it  for  near 
seven  months,  and  because  no  conveyance  had  offered.  Tour 
committee  must  also  remark,  that  the  conveyance  by  land  (9 
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Madras  was  certain ;  and,  whilst  8uch  important  operations 
were  carrying  on  both  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  coast,  that 
despatches  would  be  sent  to  the  admiralty,  or  to  the  Com- 
pany, was  highly  probable. 

If  the  letter  of  the  22nd  May  had  been  found  in  the  list  of 
packets  sent  by  the  Besolution,  the  governor-general  would 
naye  established  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  far  beyond 
the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter  had  been  written 
at  the  time  of  the  date.  It  appears,  that  the  Resolution, 
beine^  on  her  voyage  to  England,  met  with  so  severe  a  gale 
of  wind,  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  back  to  Bengal,  and  to  un- 
load her  cargo. — ^This  event  makes  no  difference  in  the  8tat<» 
of  the  transaction.  Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  dis- 
coveries might  have  been,  at  the  time  of  sending  them  the 
fact  of  the  parliamentary  inquiry  was  publicly  known. 

In  the  letter  of  the  aoove  date  Mr.  Hastings  laments  the 
mortification  of  being  reduced  to  take  precautions  "  to  guard 
his  reputation  from  dishonour." — "If  I  had  (says  he)  at 
any  time  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  my  imme' 
diaie  employers,  which  they  have  never  withheld  from  the 
meanest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  disdained  to  use 
these  attentions.** 

Who  the  meanest  of  Mr.  Hastings's  predecessors  were 
does  not  appear  to  your  committee ;  nor  are  they  able  to 
discern  the  ground  of  propriety  or  decency  for  his  assuming 
to  himself  a  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean  persons.  But 
if  such  mean  persons  have  possessed  that  degree  of  confi- 
dence from  his  immediate  employers,  which  for  so  many 
years  he  had  not  possessed  "  at  any  time,^^  inferences  must 
DC  drawn  from  thence  very  unfavourable  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  parties,  or  perhaps  to  both.  The  attentions,  which 
he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in  this  case  be  of  no  service  to 
himself,  his  employers,  or  the  public;  the  only  attention 
at  all  effectual  towards  extenuating,  or  in  some  de^ee 
atoning  for,  the  guilt  of  having  taken  money  from  individu- 
als illegally  was,  to  be  full  and  fair  in  his  confession  of  all 
the  particmars  of  his  offence.  This  might  not  obtain  that 
confidence,  which  at  no  time  he  has  enjoyed,  but  still  the 
Company  and  the  nation  might  derive  essential  benefit  from 
it ;  the  oirectors  might  be  able  to  afford  redress  to  the  suffer- 
ers ;  and  by  his  laying  open  the  concealed  channels  of  abuse, 
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means  might  be  fumiabed  for  the  better  discovery,  and  poi- 
Jibly  for  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  reatraint,  of  a 
practice  of  the  moat  dangerous  nature;  a  practice  of  which  the 
mere  prohibition,  without  the  meana  of  detection,  must  ever 
prore,  aa  hitherto  it  had  proved,  altogether  frivolous. 

Your  committee,  considering  that  so  long'  a  time  had 

k  elapsed  without  any  of  that  ini'ormation  which  the  directors 
expected,  and  perceiving  that  this  receipt  of  sums  of  money, 
gtnder  colour  of  gift,  seemed  o  growing  evil,  ordered  the  at- 
tendance of  Mr.  Haatinga's  agent,  Major  Scott.  The^  had 
found  on  former  occasions,  that  tbia  gentleman  was  furnished 
with  much  more  early  and  more  complete  intelligence  of  the 
Company's  affairs  in  India  than  was  thought  proper  for  the 
court  of  directors ;  they  therefore  examined  lum  concerning 
every  particular  sum  of  money,  the  receipt  of  which  Mr. 
Hastings  had  contesaed  in  his  account.  It  was  to  their  aur- 
priae,  that  Mr.  Scott  professed  himself  perfectly  uninstructed 
upon  almost  every  part  of  the  subject,  though  the  espresa 
object  of  bis  mission  to  England  was  to  clear  up  such  matters 
M  might  be  objected  to  Iilr.  Hastings ;  and  for  that  purpose 
lie  had  early  qualified  himself  by  the  production  to  your 
committee  of  his  powers  of  agency.  The  ignorance  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  had  left  hia  agent  was  the  more  striking,  be- 
cause he  mast  have  been  morally  certain,  that,  if  hia  conduct 
in  these  points  ahoiald  have  escaped  animadversion  from  the 
court  of  directors,  it  must  become  an  object  of  parliamentary 
inquiry ;  for,  in  hia  letter  of  the  15th  of  December,  1782,  to 
the  court  of  directors,  he  expressly  mentions  his  fears,  that 
those  parliamentary  im^uiries  might  be  thought  to  have 
extorted  from  him  the  confesaiona  which  he  had  made. 

Tour  committee,  however,  entering  on  a  more  strict 
examination  concerning  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  declares  he  had  _no  right  to  take,  but  had  taken 
from  some  person  then  unknown.  Major  Scott  recollected, 
that  Mr.  lUatings  had,  in  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  Docetnbor. 
1782,  (in  which  he  refers  to  aome  former  letter,)  acquainted 
him  with  the  name  of  the  person  from  whom  he  had  receivad 
I  tiesB  two  lacks  of  rupees,  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  June, 
■'4.780 — It  turned  out  to  be  the  Eajah  of  Benares,  the  unfor- 
|i  tunate  Cheyt  Sing. 

In  the  eingle  instance,  in  which  Mr.  Scott  seemed  to  poa- 
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sess  intelligence  in  this  matter,  he  is  preferred  to  the  court 
of  directors.  Under  their  censure  as  Mr.  Hastings  was,  and 
as  he  felt  himself  to  be,  for  not  informing  them  of  the  channel 
in  which  he  received  that  money,  he  perseveres  obstinately 
and  contemptuously  to  conceal  it  from  them.;  though  he 
thought  fit  to  intrust  his  agent  with  the  secret. 

Tour  committee  were  extremely  struck  with  this  intelli- 
gence. They  were  tptally  unacquainted  with  it  when  they 
presented  to  the  House  the  supplement  to  their  second  report 
on  the  afiairs  of  Cheyt  Sing.  A  gift  received  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings fi^m  the  Eajah  of  Benares  gave  rise  in  their  minds  to 
serious  reflections  on  the  condition  of  the  princes  of  India 
subjected  to  the  British  authority.  Mr.  Hastings  was,  at 
the*  very  time  of  his  receiving  this  gift,  in  the  course  of 
making  on  the  Eajah  of  Benares  a  series  of  demands,  un- 
founded and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly  growing  in  pro- 
portion as  they  were  submitted  to.  To  these  demands  the 
Eajah  of  Benares,  besides  his  objections  in  point  of  right, 
constantly  set  up  a  plea  of  poverty.  Presents  from  persons, 
who  hold  up  poverty  as  a  shield  against  extortion,  can  scarcely 
in  any  case  be  considered  as  gratuitous,  whether  the  plea  of 
poverty  be  true  or  false.  In  this  case  the  presents  might 
have  been  bestowed,  if  not  with  an  assurance,  at  least  with  a 
rational  hope,  of  some  mitigation  in  the  oppressive  requisi- 
tions, that  were  made  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  for  to  give  much 
voluntarily,  when  it  is  known  that  much  will  be  taken  away 
forcibly,  is  a  thing  absurd  and  impossible.  On  the  one  hand^ 
the  acceptance  of  that  gift  by  Mr.  Hastings  must  have 
pledged  a  tacit  faith  for  some  degree  of  indulgence  towards 
the  donor ;  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  gratitude ;  if  it  was  a  bargain, 
justice  obliged  him  to  do  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Hastings  originally  destined  (as  he  says  he  did)  this  money, 
given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  his  private  emolument,  to 
the  use  of  the  Company,  the  Company's  favour,  to  whom  he 
acted  as  trustee,  ought  to  have  been  purchased  by  it.  In 
honour  and  justice  he  bound  and  pledged  himself  for  that 
power,  which  was  to  profit  by  the  gift,  and  to  profit  too  in 
the  success  of  an  expedition,  which  Mr.  Hastings  thought  so 
necessary  to  their  aggrandizement.  The  unhappy  man  found 
his  money  accepted,  but  no  favour  acquired  on  the  part 
either  of  the  Company  or  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
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Tour  committee  have,  in  another  report,  stated  to  the 
^_  [oiise,  that  Mr.  Ilastinga  attributi-d  tlie  extremity  of  dis- 
tress, which  the  detachments  under  Colonel  Camao  had 
suffered,  and  the  grent  deoertions  which  ensued  on  that 
expedition,  to  the  want  of  piuictuality  of  the  Eajah  in  making 
payment  of  one  of  the  aimiB,  whicli  had  been  extorted  from 
hiiti  i  and  thiin  wont  of  punctual  payment  was  afterwards 
aasigned  as  a  principal  reasoo  lor  the  ruin  of  this  prince. 
Your  committee  have  ehown  to  the  Houae  by  a  comparison  or 
&cts  and  dates,  that  tliis  charge  is  wholly  without  founda- 
tion.  But  if  the  cause  of  Colonel  Camao's  failure  had  been 
true  as  to  the  sum,  which  was  the  object  of  the  public  de- 
mand, the  failure  could  not  bo  attributed  to  the  Bajoh,  when 
he  had  on  the  instant  privatelv  furnished  at  least  £23,000  bo 
Mr.  Hastings ;  that  is,  furnisted  the  identical  money,  which 
he  tells  us  (but  carefully  concealing  the  name  of  the  girer) 
he  bad  irora.  the  beginning  destined,  as  he  aiterwarda  pub- 
licly offered,  for  tliis  very  expedition  of  Colonel  Comae's. 
The  complication  of  fraud  and  cruelty  in  the  transaction 
JlldmitR  of  few  parallels.  Mr.  Hastings  at  the  council  board 
^  Bengal  diap^ya  himself  as  a  zealous  servant  of  the  Com- 
pany, bountifully  giving  from  his  own  fortune ; 
flixB.fi'o.i.  and  in  his  letter  to  the  directors,  (as  he  aays  him- 
self,) aa  going  out  of  the  ordinary  roads  for  their 
advantage ;  and  all  this  on  the  credit  of  supplies  derived 
from  the  gift  of  a  man,  whom  he  treats  with  the  utmost 
severity,  and  whom  he  accuses,  in  this  particular,  of  disaffec- 
tion to  the  Company's  cause  and  interests. 

"With  £23,000  of  the  Eajah's  money  iu  his  pocket  he  per- 
aecutes  him  to  his  destruction;  assiguing  for  a  season,  that 
^lis  reliance  on  the  Biajah's  faith,  and  his  breach  of  it,  were 
irincipat  causes,  that  no  other  provision  was  made  for 
ietachment  on  the  specific  expedition,  to  which  the 
^jah's  specific  money  ivaa  to  be  applied:  the  Bajah  had 
given  it  to  be  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  if  it  was 
not  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  accomplishing  his 
objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the  criminal. 

To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just  demand  would 
have  been  corrupt  only ;  but  to  urge  unjust  public  demands  \ 
to  accept  private  pecuniary  favours  in  the  course  of  those 
demands ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay  or  refusal,  without 
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mercy  to  persecute  a  benefactor ;  to  refuse  to  hear  his  re- 
monstrances ;  to  arrest  him  in  his  capital,  in  his  palace,  in 
the  face  of  all  the  people ; — thus  to  give  occasion  to  an  in- 
surrection, and,  on  pretext  of  that  insurrection,  to  refuse  all 
treaty  or  explanation ;  to  drive  him  from  his  government  and 
his  country ;  to  proscribe  him  in  a  general  amnesty ;  and  to 
send  him  all  over  India,  a  fugitive,  to  publish  the  shame  of 
British  government  in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  success- 
ively fled  for  refuge ; — ^these  are  proceedings,  to  which,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to 
be  found  in  history ;  and  in  which  the  illegality  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of  the  mischief. 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  confessed  to  be  taken 
as  a  present  by  Mr.  Hastings,  since  the  year  1775 ;  and  such 
are  its  consequences.  Mr.  Hastings-  apologizes  for  this 
action  by  declaring,  "that  he  would  not  have  received  the 
money  but  for  the  occasion,  which  prompted  him 
to  avail  himself  of  the  accidental  means,  which  ^^B.^ofii.^" 
were  at  that  instant  afforded  him,  of  accepting 
and  converting  it  to  the  use  of  the  Company."  By  this  ac- 
count he  considers  the  act  as  excusable  only  by  the  particular 
occasion,  by  the  temptation  of  accidental  means,  and  by  the 
suggestion  of  the  instant.  How  far  this  is  the  case,  appears 
by  the  very  next  paragraph  of  this  letter,  in  which  the  ac- 
count is  given,  and  in  which  the  apology  is  made.  If  these 
were  his  opinions  in  June,  1780,  they  lasted  but  a  very 
short  time ;  his  accidental  means  appear  to  be  growing  ha- 
bitual. 

To  point  out  in  a  clear  manner  the  spirit  of  the  second 
money  transaction,  to  which  your  committee  adverted,  which 
is  represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  having  some  "  affinity 
with  the  former  anecdote,^*  (for  in  this  light  kind 
of  phrase  he  chooses  to  express  himself  to  his      Ap^ndix! 
masters,)  your  committee  think  it  necessary  to 
state  to  the  House,  that  the  business,  namely,  this  business, 
which  was  the  second  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in 
three  different  papers,  and  in  three  different  lights ;  on  com- 
paring these  authorities,  in  every  one  of  which  Mr.  Hastings 
is  himself  the  voucher,  if  one  of  the  three  be  true,  the  other 
two  must  necessarily  be  false. 

These   three  authorities,  which  your  committee  has  ac- 
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A  p.  B.  No.  8.  curately  compared,  are,  first,  liis  minutes  on  the 
Ap.  B.  No.  1.  consultations:  secondly,  his  letter  to  the  court  of 
Ap.  B.  No.  4.  dij.ector8  on  the  29th  of  November,  1780:  thirdly, 
his  account,  transmitted  on  the  16th  of  December,  1782. 

About  eight  months  after  the  first  transaction  relative  to 
Cheyt  Sing,  and  which  is  just  reported,  that  is,  on  the  5th  of 
,    „  ^^    „     January,  1781,  Mr.  Hastinffs  produced  a  demand 

Ap.  B.  No.  8.      .       ,,      "^^  -1    i»  r  u*  j   j 

to  the  council  lor  money  of  his  own,  expended 
for  the  Company's  service. 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy.  Mr.  Erancis  was  on 
his  passage  to  Europe ;  Mr.  Wheler  was  alone  Igfb,  who  no 
longer  dissented  from  anything ;  Mr.  Hastings  was  in  effect 
himself  the  whole  council.  He  declared,  that  he  had  dis- 
bursed three  lacks  of  rupees,  that  is,  thirty-four  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds,  in  secret  services ;  which  having  (he 
says)  "  been  advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  I  request, 
that  the  same  may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner :" 
— He  accordingly  desires  three  bonds,  for  a  lack  of  Sicca 
rupees  each,  to  be  given  to  him  in  two  of  the  Company's 
subscriptions,  one  to  bear  interest  on  the  8  per  cent,  loan, 
the  other  two  in  the  4  per  cent.  The  bonds  were  ante- 
dated to  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  October. 

On  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  that  is,  on  the 
Appendix?     9th  of  January,  1781,  the  three  bonds  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered ;  so  far  the  whole  transaction 
appears  clear,  and  of  a  piece.     Private  money  is  subscribed, 
and  a  public  security  is  taken  for  it.     When  the 
^No.  9*    *    Company's  treasury  accounts  are  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  their  council-general,  a  perfect 
correspondence  also  appears.      The  three  bonds  are  then 
entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is  credited  for  principal 
and  interest  on  them,  in  the  exact  terms  of  the  order.     Sq 
far  the  official  accounts ;    which,  because  of  their  perfect 
harmony,  are  considered  as  clear  and  consistent  evidence  to 
one  body  of  fact. 

The  second  sort  of  document  relative  to  these 
Apijendix  B.    ^^^^^  (though  the  first  in  order  of  time)  is  Mr. 

Hastings's  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  1780. 
It  is  -wTitten  between  the  time  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  for  the  Company's  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bonds. 
Here,  for  the  first  time,  a  very  material  difierence  appears ; 
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and  the  difference  is  the  more  striking,  because  Mr.  Hastings 
claimed  the  whole  money  as  his  own,  and  took  bonds  for  it 
as  such,  after  this  representation.  The  letter  to  the  Com- 
pany discovers,  that  p'art  of  the  money  (the  whole  of  wliich 
he  had  declared  on  record  to  be  his  own,  and  for  which  he 
had  taken  bonds)  was  not  his,  but  the  property  of  his  mas- 
ters, from  whom  he  had  taken  the  security.  It  is  no  less 
remarkable,  that  the  letter,  which  represents  the  money  as 
belonging  to  the  Company,  was  written  about  six  weeks  be- 
fore the  minute  of  council,  in  which  he  claims  that  money  as 
his  own.  It  is  this  letter  on  which  your  committee  is  to 
remark. 

Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  his  reasons  for  the 
application  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  and  for  ^**B.^ri?^* 
his  having  for  some  time  concealed  the  fact,  says, 
"  two-thirds  of  that  sum  I  have  raised  by  my  own  credit^  and 
shall  charge  it  in  my  official  account ;  the  other  third  I  have 
supplied  from  the  cash  in  my  hands,  belonging  to  the  honour- 
able Company." 

The  House  wiU  observe,  that  in  November  he  teUs  the  di- 
rectors, that  he  shall  charge  only  two-thirds  in 
his  official  accounts ;  in  the  following  January  he  ^*^.^J.®Sf  ^* 
charges  the  whole.  Eor  the  other  third,  (although 
he  admitted  that  to  belong  to  the  Company,)  we  have  seen, 
that  he  takes  a  bond  to  himself. 

It  is  material,  that  he  tells  the  Company  in  his  letter,  that 
these  two  lacks  of  rupees  were  raised  on  his  credit.  His  let- 
ter to  the  council  says,  that  they  were  advanced  from  his 
private  cash,.  What  he  raises  on  his  credit  may,  on  a  fair 
construction,  be  considered  his  own ;  but  in  this  too  he  fails ; 
for  it  is  certain  he  has  never  transferred  these  bonds  to  any 
creditor;  nor  has  he  stated  any  sum  he  has  paid,  or  for 
which  he  stands  indebted  on  that  account,  to  any  specific 
person.  Indeed,  it  was  out  of  his  power ;  for  the  first  two- 
thirds  of  the  money,  which  he  formerly  stated  as  raised  upon 
his  credit,  he  now  confesses  to  have  been  from  the  beginning 
the  Company's  property ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  been 
raised  on  his  private  credit,  or  borrowed  from  any  person 
whatsoever. 

To  these  two  accounts  thus  essentially  varying  Appendix  b. 
he  has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  as  essen-  gov.*^ne^iS'« 
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account  of  tially  from  both.  In  Iiis  last,  or  third  accotint, 
^ivid!  dtted  which  is  a  statement  of  all  the  sums  he  has  re- 
22nd  May,  ceived  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  confessed 
to  be  the  Company's  property,  he  reverses  the 
items  of  his  first  account ;  and,  insteaa  of  allowing  the  Com- 

A'.so  Appendix  P^^^  ^^*  oue-third,  and  claiming  two-thirds  for 
B.'  No.  9.  The  himself,  he  enters  two  of  the  bonds,  each  for  a 
coumof  bSnds  lacli  of  rupees,  as  belonging  to  the  Company;  of 
granted  to  the  the  third  boud,  which  appears  so  distinctly  in  the 
gov.-genera .  consultatious,  and  in  the  treasury  accounts,  not 
one  word  is  said — ten  thousand  pounds  is  absorbed,  sinks, 
and  disappears  at  once ;  and  no  explanation  whatever  con- 
cerning it  is  given;  Mr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have 
decided  to  whose  account  it  ought  to  be  placed.  In  this 
manner  his  debt  to  the  Company,  or  the  Company's  to  him,  is 
just  what  he  thinks  fit.  In  a  single  article  he  has  varied 
throe  times.  In  one  account  he  states  the  whole  to  be  his 
own ;  in  another  he  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  last  he  gives 
up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  and  says  nothing  of  the  re- 
maining portion. 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  the  suppression  of  this  third 
bond,  given  with  the  two  others  in  January,  1781,  and  ante- 
dated to  the  beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the 
above-mentioned  general  account  subjoined  to 
^^' aly?'?.^^  his  letter  of  the  22nd  May,  1782,  haa  brought  to 
the  Company's  credit  a  new  bond. 

This  bond  is  for  £17,000.  It  was  taken  from  the  Com- 
pany (and  so  it  appears  on  their  treasury  accounts)  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  1780.  He  took  no  notice  of  this  when 
in  January  following  he  called  upon  his  own  council  for  the 
three  others.  What  is  more  extraordinary,  he  was  equally 
silent  with  regard  to  it  when,  only  six  days  after  its  date,  he 
wrote  concerning  the  subject  of  the  three  other  bonds  to  the 
court  of  directors ;  yet  now  it  comes  out,  that  that  bond  also 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  Company  for  money, 
which  he  declares  he  had  received  on  the  Company's  ac- 
count ;  and  that  he  entered  himself  as  creditor,  when  he 
ought  to  have  made  himself  debtor. 

Your  committee  examined  Major  Scott  concerning  this 
money,  which  Mr.  Hastings  must  have  obtained  in  some 
clandestine  and  irregular  mode ;  but  they  could  obtain  no 
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information  of  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  taken,  nor  of 
the  occasion  or  pretence  for  taking  this  large  sum ;  nor  does 
any  order  of  council  appear  for  its  application  to  any  service. 
The  whole  of  the  transaction  (whatsoever  it  was)  relative 
to  this  bond  is  covered  with  the  thickest  obscurity. 

Mr.  Hastings,  to  palliate  the  blame  of  his  con- 
duct, declares,  that  he  has  not  received  any  in-  ing8%  ac'coimtj 
terest  on  these  bonds ;  and  that  he  has  endorsed  *"  Aj)pendu 
them  as  not  beloi\ging  to  himself,  but  to  the 
Company.     As  to  the  first  part  of  this  allegation,  whether 
he  received  the  interest,  or  let  it  remain  in  arrear,  is  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference,  as  he  entitled  himself  to  it ;  and,  so  far 
as  the  legal  security  he  has  taken  goes,  he  may,  whenever 
he  pleases,  dispose  both  of  principal  and  interest.     What  he 
has  endorsed  on  the  bonds,  or  when  he  made  the  endorse- 
ment, or  whether  in  fact  he  has  made  it  at  all,  are  matters 
known  only  to  himself:  for  the  bonds  must  be  in  his  posses- 
sion, and  are  nowhere  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  can- 
celled ;  which  is  a  thing  very  remarkable,  when  he  confesses, 
that  he  had  no  right  to  receive  them. 

These  bonds  make  but  a  part  of  the  account  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
of  private  receipts  of  money  by  Mr.  Hastings,  ings's'  account, 
formerly  paid  into  the  treasury  as  his  own  pro-  Jf *y^  fj^^^  ^^ 
perty,  and  now  allowed  not  to  be  so.     This  ac-  Appendix's, 
count  brings  into  view  other  very  remarkable     ^'^' 
matters  of  a  similar  nature  and  description. 

In  the  public  records,  a  sum  of  not  less  than  yj^j^  ^^^^ 
£23,871  is  set  to  his  credit  as  a  deposit  for  his  Appendix,  and 
private  account,  paid  in  by  him  into  the  treasury  ^'  ^^'  ^' 
in  gold,  and  coined  at  the  Company's  mint.   This  appears  in 
the  account  furnished  to  the  directors,  under  the 
date  of  May,  1782,  not  to  be  lawfully  his  money,     Ap^?SS! 
and  he  therefore  transfers  it  to  the  Company's 
credit — ^it  still  remains  as  a  deposit. 

That  the  House  may  be  apprized  of  the  nature  of  this 
article  of  deposit,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that  the 
Company  receive  into  their  treasury  the  cash  of  private  per- 
sons, placed  there  as  in  a  bank.  On  this  no  interest  is  paid, 
and  tne  party  depositing  has  a  right  to  receive  it  upon  de- 
mand. Under  this  head  of  account  no  public  money  is  ever 
entered.   Mr.  Hastings,  neither  at  making  the  deposit  as  his 


BEPOBT   OF   A   COMMITTEE 


1174 
own,  nor  at  the  time  of  hia  disclosure  (if  tbe  real  proprietor, 
(which  he  makee  to  be  the  Comptmy,)  has  given  auy  iotbrina- 
tion  of  the  person  b  from  whom  tma  money  had  been  received. 
Mr.  Scott  waa  applied  to  by  youe  committee,  brit  could  not 
give  any  more  satisfaction  in  this  particular  than  in  those 
relative  to  the  bonda. 

The  title  of  the  account  of  the  22nd  of  May  purportB,  not 
only  that  those  aums  were  paid  into  the  Company's  treasury 
by  Mr.  Ilastings'a  order,  but  that  they  were  applied  to  the 
Company's  service.     No  senHce  is  specified,  directly,  or  by 

rany  reference,  to  which  this  great  sum  of  money  has  been 
uplied. 
I  Two  estraordinary  articles  follow  this,  in  tbe 

Sb'b*^.''*.  May  account,  amounting  to  about  £29,000. 
ITiese  articles  are  called  receipts  of  durbar 
charges.  The  general  head  of  durbar  charges,  made  by  per- 
Bons  in  ofBce,  when  analyzed  into  tbe  particulars,  contains 
various  expenses,  including  bounties  and  presents  made  by 
^OYBmmeut,  chiefly  in  tbe  foreign  department ;  but  in  the 
last  account  he  confesses,  that  this  sum  also  is  not  his,  but 
the  Company's  property ;  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  so  in  this, 
he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  which  he  acnuired  tbe 
money,  the  time  of  his  taking  it,  and  tbe  persons  from  whom 
it  was  taken.  This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  because^  in 
looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgers  of  the  treasury,  the 
preaents  received,  and  carried  to  the  account  of  the  Com- 
pany, (wjuch  were  eenerally  small  and  complimental.)  were 
precisely  entered,  with  the  name  of  the  giver. 

Tour  committee,  on  turning  to  the  account  of  durbar 

charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  month,  find  the  sum,  as  stated 

'n  the  account  of  May  22nd,  to  be  indeed  paid  in ;  but  there 

i  no  apecific  application  whatsoever  entered. 

The  account  of  the  whole  money  thus  clandestinely  re- 

|eeived,  as  stated  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  (and  for  a  great 

part  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  time  took  credit  for,  and 

for  the  rest  has  accounted  in  an  estraordiaaiy  manner  as  his 

own,)  amounts   in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  ninety-three 

B  thousand  pounds  sterling ; — a  vast  sum  to  bo  so  obtained, 

I  and  so  loosely  accounted  for ! — If  tbe  money  taken  frora  the 

"^jab  of  Benares  be  added,  (as  it  ought.)  it  will  raise  tbe  eiuu 

Bupwardsof  £116,O0O[  if  the  £11,600  bond  in  October  be 
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added,  it  will  be  upwards  of  £128,000,  received  in  a  secret 
manner  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  about  one  year  and  five  months. 
To  all  these  he  adds  another  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  received  as  a  present  from  the  soubah  of  Oude. 
Total  upwards  of  £228,000. 

Tour  committee  find,  that  this  last  is  the  only  sum,  the 
giver  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  declare. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  did  not  receive  this  £100,000  in 
money,  but  in  biUs  on  a  great  native  money-dealer  resident 
at  Benares,  and  who  has  also  a  house  at  Calcutta ;  he  is  call- 
ed G-op&l  D4s.  The  negotiation  of  these  biUs  tended  to 
make  a  discovery  not  so  diflGlcult  aa  it  would  have  been  in 
other  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  application  of  this  last  sum  of  money, 
which  is  said  to  be  carried  to  the  durbar  charges  of  April, 
1782,  your  committee  are  not  enabled  to  make  any  observ- 
ations on  it,  as  the  account  of  that  period  has  not  yet  ar- 
rived. 

Your  committee  have,  in  another  report,  remarked  fully 
upon  most  of  the  circumstances  of  this  extraordinary  trans- 
action. Here  they  only  bring  so  much  of  these  circumstances 
again  into  view  as  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  the  true 
nature  of  the  sums  of  money  taken  by  British  subjects  in 
power,  under  the  name  of  presents ;  and  to  show  how  far 
they  are  entitled  to  that  description  in  any  sense,  which  can 
fiairly  imply  in  the  pretended  donors  either  willingness  or 
ability  to  give.  The  condition  of  the'  bountiful  parties,  who 
are  not  yet  discovered,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  state  of 
those  who  have  been  made  known ;  as  far  as  that  state  any- 
where appears,  their  generosity  is  found  in  proportion,  not 
to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to  the  favours  they  receive, 
but  to  the  indigence  they  feel,  and  the  insults  they  are  ex- 
posed to.  The  House  will  particularly  attend  to  the  situation 
of  the  principal  giver,  the  soubah  of  Oude. 

"  When  the  knif^  (says  he)  had  penetrated  to  the  bone, 
and  I  was  surrounded  with  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no 
longer  live  in  expectations,  I  wrote  you  an  account  of  my 
difficulties. 

"  The  answer,  which  I  iave  received  to  it,  is  such,  that  it 
has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  affliction.  I  never  had 
the  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  council,  that 


"» 
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you  would  ever  have  given  your  orders  in  ao  afflicting  a  man- 
ner, in  whicb  you  nerer  before  wrote,  and  whifh  I  could  not 
have  imagined. — As  I  am  resolved  to  obey  your  orders  and 
directions  of  the  council  without  eny  delay,  as  long  oa  I  live, 
1  have,  agreeably  to  those  orders,  delivered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  him,  (the  resident,)  that  when  he  shall  have  ex- 
amined my  receipts  and  einenaea,  he  may  take  whatever  re- 
taaint.  As  I  know  it  to  oe  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the 
Cojnpany  aud  council,  I  have  not  failed  to  obe^  in  any  in- 
stance ;  but  requested  of  him,  that  it  might  be  done  ao  as  not 
_  to  distress  me  in  tny  necessary  expenses ;  there  bein^  no  other 
^inds  but  those  for  the  eipeneea  of  my  mutseddies,  house- 
lold  ezpensee,  and  servants,  &c.  He  demanded  these  in  such 
i  manner,  that,  being  retnedUess,  I  was  obliged  to  comply 
irith  what  he  required.  He  has  accordingly  stopped  the  pen- 
:  of  my  old  servants  for  thirty  years,  whether  sepoys,  mut- 
ies,  or  household  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family 
i  kitchen,  together  uith  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmother, 
aother,  and  aunts,  and  of  tny  brothers  and  dependents,  which 
terefor  their  support.  I  had  raised  1300  horse,  and  three 
.tattalioDB  of  sepoys,  to  attend  u]wn  me ;  but,  aa  I  have  no 
pieBources  to  support  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to  remove 
I  the  people  stationed  in  the  mahols,  [districts,]  and  to  send  his 
people  [the  resident's  people]  into  the  mahals ;  so  that  I 
nave  not  now  one  single  servant  about  me.  Should  I  mention 
to  what  further  difiiculties  I  have  been  reduced,  it  would 
lay  me  open  to  contempt." 

In  other  parts  of  this  long  remonstrance,  aa  well  as  in 
other  remonstrances  no  less  serious,  he  says,  "  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  save  himself  alive ;  that  in  all  his  afi'airs  Jttr. 
Hastings  had  given  full  powers  to  the  gentlemen  here,  (mean- 
ing the  English  resident  and  assistants,)  who  have  done 
whatever  they  chose,  and  still  continue  to  do  it.     I  never  ex- 

E acted  that  you  would  have  brought  me  into  such  appre- 
Bnsion,  and  into  so  weak  a  state,  without  writing  to  meoti 
any  one  of  those  subjects,  since  I  have  not  the  smallest  con- 
|l  nexion  with  anybody,  eic^t  yourself.  I  am  in  such  distress 
^^■)>oth  day  and  night,  that  I  see  not  tlie  smallest  prospect  of 
^^■Aeliverauce  &om  it,  since  you  are  so  displeased  with  me  as  jiot 
^^^b  honour  me  with  a  single  letter." 
^^P     In  another  remonstrance  he  thus  expresses  himself; 
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"The  AfTain  of  this  world  are  unstabto.  and  soon 
away ;  it  would  tberefore  be  incumbent  on  tlio  Englith  ^ 
tlemen  to  show  tonu  friendship  for  me  in  my  ntctMitiri7  I4 
who  have  aJways  eierted  my  very  life  tii  the  ocrvicp  of  th* 
English,  attigned  over  to  tkrm  all  the  retourcn  Irft  in  mu 
country,  stopped  my  very  household  espeuBes,  top.'th(ir  with 
the  jaghirea  of  my  servants  and  dependeuts,  to  the  amouot 
of  98,98.375  rup^.  Besides  this,  as  to  the  jaghin^>  of  my 
grandmother,  mother,  and  unele,  which  were  granted  l« 
them  for  their  support,  agrerabU  to  titgagtmtnti,  you  are  the 
matiert;  if  the  council  have  sent  orders  for  the  stopping 
their  jaghiiea  also,  stop  them.  1  have  no  rcsourees  h'h  in 
my  country ;  t,nd  have  no  Wends  by  me,  heini;  i^veu  distress- 
ed in  my  <laily  subsistence.  1  ha\e  Home  elenlianta,  horoes, 
and  the  houses  which  I  inhabit ;  if  thev  ran  be  of  any  aer- 
rice  to  my  friends,  they  are  ready,  Wlienever  you  can  dis- 
cover any  resources,  seize  upon  them  ;  I  shall  not  intcrfero 
to  prevent  you.  In  my  present  distrens  for  my  daily  I'l- 
penses,  1  waa  in  hopes  that  they  would  havo  eicused  aome 
part  of  my  debt.  Of  what  use  is  it  for  me  to  relate  my 
eituation,  which  is  known  to  tJie  whole  world  P  This  mucn 
is  sufficient." 

The  truth  of  alt  these  representations  is  nowhere  eon- 
tested  by  Mr.  Iliatings.  It  is  indeed  admitted  in  some- 
thing stronger  than  words ;  for,  upon  account  of  the  Nabob's 
condition,  and  the  no  less  distressed  condition  of  his  do- 
minions, he  thought  it  fit  to  draw  from  him  and  them  a  largo 
body  of  the  Company's  troops,  together  with  all  the  English 
of  a  civil  description,  who  were  found  no  less  burthensome 
than  the  military.  This  waa  done  on  the  declared  innbility  of 
the  country  any  longer  to  support  them ;  a  country  not  much 
inferior  to  England  in  extent  and  fertility ;  and,  till  lately  at 
least,  its  equw  in  population  and  culture. 

It  was  to  a  prince,  in  a  state  so  far  remote  from  freedom, 
authority,  and  opulence,  bo  penetrated  with  the  treatment 
he  had  received,  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met  with  from 
Mr.  Hastings,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen  to  attribute  a 
disposition  so  very  generous  and  munificent  as,  of  his  own 
free  grace  and  mere  motion,  to  make  him  a  present,  at  one 
donation,  of  upwards  of  £100,000  sterling.  This  vast  private 
donation  waa  given  at  the  moment  of  vast  instant  demands 
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tevercly  exacted  on  account  of  the  Company,  anil  accumu- 
lated on  immense  debts  to  the  same  body ;  and  all  taken  £pom 
K  ruined  prince,  and  almost  desolated  territorr. 

Air.  HaBtings  haa  had  the  firmness,  with  all  possible  ease, 
and  apparent  unconcern,  to  request  permissioa  from  the  di- 
reetora  to  legalize  this  forbidden  present  for  his  own  use. 
Tliia  he  has  had  the  courage  to  do  at  a  time,  when,  he  had 
abundant  reason  to  look  for,  what  he  haa  since  received, 
their  censure  for  many  material  parts  of  his  conduct  to- 
wards the  people,  from  whose  waated  substance  thia  pretend- 
ed free  gift  was  drawn.     He  does  not  pretend,  that  he  has 
reason  to  espeet  the  smalleat  degree  of  partialitr,  in  this  or 
any  other  point,  from  the  court  of  directors.     For,  beaidee 
his  complaint,  first  stated,  of  having  never  pos- 
"*B  ^^S'"'  sessed  their  confidence,  in  a  late  letter  (in  wMch, 
notwithstanding  the  censures  of  parliament,  he 
magnifies  his  own  conduct)  he  says,  that  in  ali  the  long  pe- 
riod of  his  service  '■  he  haa  almost  unremittedly  wanted  the 
support,  which  all  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  from  their 
constituenta.     Prom  mine  {says  he)  I  have  received  nothing 
tmt  reproach,  hard  epitheta,  and  indignities,  instead  of  re- 
wards and  encouragement."     It  must  therefore  have  been 
^H     from  some  other  source  of  protection  than  that  which  the 
^H  law  had  placed  over  him,  that  he  looked  for  countenance  and 
^H  reward  in  violating  an  act  of  parliament,  which  forbade  him 
^^K'from  taktTiff  gifts  or  presents  on    ant/  account  whatsoever; 
^^B  much  less  a  ^it  of  this  magnitude,  which,  from  the  distress  of 
^^Htbe  giver,  must  be  supposed  the  efiect  of  the  moat  cruel  ei- 
^^Btortion. 

^^J-  The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders  to  ap- 

^^1  4hiB.i^.V.     propriate  money,  which  they  must  know  could 
^H  not  have  been  acquired  by  the  consent  of  the 

^V  pretended  donor,  to  their  own  use.  They  acted  more  pro- 
^^  perly  in  refusing  to  confirm  this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
in  choosing  rather  to  refer  him  to  the  law,  which  he  had 
violated,  than  to  his  own  sense  of  what  he  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  take  from  the  natives ;  putting  him  in  mind,  that 
the  regulating  act  had  expressly  declared, "  that  no  governor- 
general,  or  any  of  the  council,  b!ib11,  directly  or  indirectly, 
accept,  receive,  or  take,  of  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  or 
ott  any  account  whatsoever,  any  present,  gift,  d<matioD,  gne ;  I 
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tuity,  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise ;  or  any  promise  or 
engagement  for  any  of  the  aforesaid.'*  Here  is  no  reserve 
for  the  case  of  a  disclosure  to  the  directors,  and  for  the  legal- 
izing the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament  by  their  subsequent 
consent.  The  illegality  attached  to  the  action  at  its  very 
commencement ;  and  it  could  never  be  afterwards  legalized ; 
the  directors  had  no  such  power  reserved  to  them.  Words 
cannot  be  devised  of  a  stronger  import,  or  studied  with  more 
care.  To  these  words  of  the  act  are  opposed  the  declaration 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  who,  in  his  letter  of  January, 
1782,  thinks  fit  to  declare,  that  "  an  offer  of  a  very  consider- 
able sum  of  money  was  made  to  him,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Nabob  and  his  ministers,  as  a  present,  which  he  accepted 
vnthout  hesitation  J'  The  plea  of  his  pretended  necessity  is 
of  no  avail.  The  present  was  not  in  ready  money,  nor,  as 
your  committee  conceive,  applicable  to  his  immediate  neces- 
sities. Even  his  credit  -was  not  bettered  by  bills  at  long 
periods  ;  he  does  not  pretend,  that  he  raised  any  money  upon 
them  ;  nor  is  it  conceivable,  that  a  banker  at  Benares  would 
be  more  willing  to  honour  the  draughts  of  so  miserable,  un- 
done, and  dependent  a  person  as  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  than 
those  of  the  governor-general  of  Bengal ;  which  might  be 
paid  either  on  the  receipt  of  the  Benares  revenue,  or  at  the 
seat  of  his  power,  andot  the  Company's  exchequer.  Besides, 
it  is  not  explicable  upon  any  grounds,  that  can  be  avowed, 
why  the  Nabob,  who  could  afford  to  give  these  bills  as  a  pre- 
sent to  Mr.  Hastings,  could  not  have  equally  given  them  in 
discharge  of  the  debt,  which  he  owed  to  the  Company.  It 
is  indeed  very  much  to  be  feared,  that  the  people  of  India 
find  it  sometimes  turn  more  to  their  account,  to  give  presents 
to  the  English  in  authority,  than  to  pay  their  debts  to  the 
public ;  and  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  consideration. 
No  small  merit  is  made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  that  too  in 
a  high  and  upbraiding  style,  of  his  having  come  to  a  volun- 
tary discovery  of  this  and  other  imlawful  prac- 
tices of  the  same  kind.  "  That  honourable  court  lu  b^^Tc"' 
(says  Mr.  Hastings,  addressing  himself  to  his 
masters,  in  his  letter  of  December,  1782)  ought  to  know 
whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honour,  which  are  the 
first  requisites  of  such  a  station.  If  I  wanted  these,  they 
have  afforded  me  too  powerful  incentives  to  suppress  the  in- 
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formation  wliicli  I  now  eonvey  to  them  through  jou,  and  to 
appropriate  to  mj  own  use  the  auma,  which  I  have  already 
pasaed  to  their  credit,  by  their  unworthy,  and,  pardon  me  if 
1  add,  dangerous  rejections,  which  tbey  have  passed  upon  roe 
for  the  first  communication  of  this  kind ; "  (and  he  immedi- 
ately adds,  what  w  ein^ar  and  striking,  and  eavours  of  a 
lecnminatory  insinuation  ;)  "  and  your  own  experiettee  will 
juggest  to  you,  that  there  are  peraona  who  woidd  profit  by 
'*ucb  a  warning."  To  what  directors  in  particular  this  im- 
Jmtation  of  experience  is  applied,  and  what  other  persons 
tbey  are,  in  whom  experieace  has  shown  a  disposition  to  pro- 
fit of  such  a  warning,  is  a  matter  highly  proper  to  be  in- 
quired into.  What  Mr.  Hastings  saya  further  on  thia 
subject  is  no  less  worthy  of  attention : — "  that  he 
could  have  cottcealed  these  traTtsactiong,  if  he  had 
a  wrong  motive,  from  theirs  and  the  public  eye  for 
ever."  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  whether  the  observation 
be  applicable  to  the  particular  case,  or  not,  practices  of  this  cor- 
rupt nature  are  extremely  diificult  of  detection  anywhere,  but 
eepecioUyin  India  ;  but  all  restraint  upon  that  grand  funda- 
ffleotaJ  abuse  of  presents  is  gone  for  ever,  if  the  servants  of 
the  Company  cau  derive  safety  from  a  deliauce  of  the  law, 
■when  they  cau  no  longer  hope  to  screen  themselves  by  an 
evasion  of  it.  AH  hope  o£  reformation  ia  at  an  end,  if,  con- 
fiding in  the  force  of  a  faction  among  directors  or  proprietors 
to  bear  them  out,  and  possibly  to  vote  thera  the  fruit  of  their 
crimes  as  a  reward  of  their  discovery,  they  find,  that  their 
bold  avowal  of  their  offences  is  not  only  to  produce  indem- 
nity, but  to  be  rated  for  merit.  If  once  a  presumption  ia 
admitted,  that  wherever  something  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid, 
the  discovering  of  one  offence  may  become  the  certain  means 
of  concealing  a  multitude  of  others.  The  contrivance  is  easy 
and  trivial,  and  hea  open  to  the  meanest  proficient  in  tbia 
kind  of  art ;  it  will  not  only  become  an  effectual  cover  to 
such  practices,  but  will  tend  lufiuitely  to  increase  them.  In 
that  case  Bumd  of  money  will  be  taken  for  the  purpose  <^ 
discovery,  and  making  merit  with  the  Company ;  and  other 
sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private  advantage  of  the  receiver, 

It  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  natives  to  know 
what  presents  are  for  one  purpose,  or  what  for  the  other.     It 

not  for  a  Oentoo  or  a  Mahometan  land-holder,  at  the  foot 
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of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  has  no  access  to 
our  records,  and  knows  nothing  of  our  language,  to  dis- 
tinguish what  lacks  of  rupees,  which  he  has  given  eo  nomine, 
as  a  present  to  a  Company's  servant,  are  to  be  authorized  by 
his  masters  in  Leadenhall  Street  as  proper  and  legal,  or 
carried  to  their  public  account  at  their  pleasure ;  and  what 
are  laid  up  for  his  own  emolument. 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Company,  could  not  consider  corruption,  extor- 
tion, and  fraud,  as  any  part  of  their  resources.  The  property 
in  such  presents  was  declared  to  be  theirs,  not  as  a  fund  for 
their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  a  legal  title  to  a  civil 
suit.  It  was  declared  theirs,  to  facilitate  the  recovery,  out 
of  corrupt  and  oppressive  hands,  of  money  illegally  taken ; 
but  this  legal  fiction  of  property  could  not,  nor  ought,  by  the 
legislature  to  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  trust 
held  by  them  for  those  who  suffered  the  injury.  Upon  any 
other  construction  the  Company  would  have  a  right,  first,  to 
extract  money  from  the  subjects  or  dependents  of  this 
kingdom,  committed  to  their  care,  by  means  of  particular 
conventions,  or  by  taxes,  by  rents,  and  by  monopolies ;  and, 
when  they  had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of  public  im- 
position, then  they  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the 
people  all  their  servants,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest, 
to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw,  by  personal  and 
official  authority,  by  influence,  venality,  and  terror,  whatever 
was  left  to  them ; — and  that  all  this  was  justified,  provided 
the  product  was  paid  into  the  Company's  exchequer. 

This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents,  with  this 
declaration  of  property  in  the  Company,  would 
leave  no  property  to  any  man  in  India.     If,  how-    fij^  iip?63*. 
ever,  it  should  be  thought,  that  this  clause  in  the 
act  should  be  capable,  by  construction  and  retrospect,  of  so 
legalizing,  and  thus  appropriating  these  presents,  (which 
your  committee  conceive  impossible,)  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  very  fully  explained. 

The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  favour  of  the  natives. 
If  such  construction  prevails,  the  provision  made  as  their 
screen  from  oppression  will  become  the  means  of  increasing 
and  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond  remedy.     If 
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presents,  which  wben  they  are  given  were  imlawful,  eon 
artervrards  be  legalized  by  an.  application  of  thera  to  the 
Company's  service,  no  sufferer  can  even  resort  to  a  remedial 
process  at  law  for  his  own  relief.  The  moment  he  attempts 
to  sue,  the  money  may  be  paid  into  the  Company's  treasury ; 
.  it  is  then  lawfully  taken,  and  the  party  is  non-auited. 

The  Company  itself  must  suffer  extremely  ia  the  whole 
order  and  regularity  of  their  public  accounts,  if  the  idea,  upon 
which  Mr.  Hastings  Justifies  the  taking  of  these 
Ina'tLenett!  preBents,  reeeiTes  the  smallest  countenance.  On 
ia  Deceiobci,  his  principles,  the  same  sum  may  become  private 
aiifl?Nd!'o.°'  property,  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  re- 
ceiver ;  it  is  in  his  power,  Mr.  Hastings  says,  to 
conceal  it  for  ever.  He  certainly  has  it  in  his  power  not 
only  to  keep  it  back,  and  bring  it  forward  at  his  own  times, 
but  even  to  shift  and  reverse  the  relations  ia  the  accounts 
(as  Mr.  Hasting  has  done)  in  what  manner  and  proportion 
seems  good  to  him,  and  to  make  himself  alternately  deotor  or 

^  creditor  for  the  same  sums. 
Of  this  irregularity  Mr.  Hastings  himself  appears  in  some 
fegree  senaible.     He  conceives  it  possible,  that  his  transac- 
tions of  this  nature  may  to  the  court  of  directors 
ataBtX^e.    seem unaatisfsctory.     He, however, puts  ithypo- 

tbetically  j — "  if  to  you  (says  he)  who  are  ac- 
cmstomed  to  view  business  in  an  official  and  regular  light, 
they  should  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper."  He  just 
oonceives  it  possible,  that  in  an  ofEcial  money  transaction 
the  directors  may  expect  a  proceeding  oiScial  and  regular. 
In  what  other  lights  than  those,  which  are  official  and  regular, 
matters  of  public  account  ought  to  be  regarded  by  those  who 
have  the  charge  of  them,  either  in  Bengal  or  m  England, 
does  not  appear  to  your  committee.  Ajiy  other  is  cortainly 
"  unprecedented  and  improper : "  and  can  only  serve  to 
cover  fraud  both  in  the  receipt  and  in  the  expenditure.  The 
acquisitiou  of  58,000  rupees,  or  near  £6000,  which  appears 
in  the  sort  of  unofficial  and  irregitlar  aeeottnt  that   he 

furnishes  of  his  presents  in  his  letter  of  May, 
aiiflfi^a     1782,  must  appear  estraordinary  indeed  to  those, 

who  expect  from  men  in  of&ce  something  official 
«id  something  regular.     "  This  sum  (says  he)  1  received 
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while  I  was  on  my  j oumey  to  Benares. ' '    He  tells  vide  Appendix 
it  with  the  same  careless  indifference,  as  if  things      ^'      ^' 
of  this  kind  were  found  by  accident  on  the  high  road. 

Mr.  Hastings  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  doubt,  that 
this  imprecedented  and  improper  account  would  produce 
much  iscussion.  He  says,  "why  these  sums 
were  taken  by  me ;  why  they  were  (except  the 
second)  quietly  transferred  to  the  Company's  account ;  why 
bonds  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ;  might, 
were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public, 
furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures.^^ 

This  matter  has  appeared,  and  has  furnished,  as  it  ought 
to  do,  something  mbre  serious  than  conjectures.  It  would 
in  any  other  case  be  supposed,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  expecting 
such  inquiries,  and  considering  that  the  questions  are  (even 
as  they  are  imperfectly  stated  by  himself)  fer  from  frivolous, 
would  condescend  to  give  some  information  upon  them  ;  but 
the  conclusion  of  a  sentence  so  importantly  begun,  and  which 
leads  to  such  expectations,  is,  "  that  to  these  conjectures  it 
would  be  of  little  use  to  reply." — This  is  all  he  says  to  public 
conjecture. 

To  the  court  of  directors  he  is  very  little  more  complaisant, 
and  not  at  all  more  satisfactory ;  he  states  merely  as  a  sup- 
position their  inquiry  concerning  matters  of  which  he  posi- 
tively knew  that  they  had  called  for  an  explanation.  He 
knew  it,  because  he  presumed  to  censure  them  for  doing  so. 
To  the  hypothesis  of  a  further  inquiry  he  gives  a  conjectural 
answer  of  such  a  kind,  as  probably,  in  an  account  of  a  doubt- 
ful ti*ansaction,  and  to  a  superior,  was  never  done  before. 

"  Were  your  honourable  court  to  question  me  upon  these 
points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums  were  taken  for  the 
Company's  benefit  at  times  in  which  the  Com- 
pany very  much  stood  in  need  of  them  ;  that  I  ^^  B.lfrS^" 
eitJier  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from 
public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  pos- 
sibly acted  without  any  studied  design^  which  my  memory 
could  at  this  distance  of  time  verify." 

He  here  professes  not  to  be  certain  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  was  himself  actuated  in  so  extraordinary  a  conceal- 
ment, and  in  the  use  of  such  extraordinary  means  to  effect 
it ;  and,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  were  those  of  an  absolute 
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^^BAtranger.  and  not  his  own,  he  givea  various  loose  conjectures 
^HP  concfmiug  the  motive  to  them.  He  even  supposes,  in  takiiig 
^■^presents  contrary  to  law,  and  ia  taking  bouds  tor  them  as 
Mb  own  contrary  to  what  he  admits  to  be  truth  and  fact, 
that  he  might  have  acted  without  any  diatinct  motive  at  all, 
or  at  least  such  as  his  memory  could  reach  at  that  distance 
of  time.  That  immense  distance,  in  the  faintness  of  which 
his  recollection  ia  bo  completely  lost  as  to  set  him  gueseing 
at  his  motives  for  his  own  conduct,  was  from  the  15th  ot 
January,  1781,  when  the  bonds  at  his  ovni  request  were  given, 
to  the  date  of  this  letter,  which  is  the  22nd  of  May,  1782 ; 
that  ia  to  say,  about  one  year  and  four  months. 

Ah  to  the  otber  hutos,  for  which  no  bond  was  taken,  the 
ground  for  the  difference  in  his  explanation  is  Ktill  more  ex- 
traordinary ;  he  Bays,  "  I  did  not  think  it  worth 
"'B.^i^a*'*  "^y  ^'"^  **  observe  the  same  means  with  tho 
rest"     The  rest  of  these  sums,  which  were  not 
worth  his  care,  are  stated  in  his  account  to  be  greater  than 
those  be  was  so  solicitous  (for  some  reason,  which  ho  cannot 
guess)  to  cover  under  bonds ;  these  sums  amount  to  near 
£53,(>Q0;  whereas  the  others  did  not  much  exceed  £40,000. 
For  these  actions,  attended  with  these  explanations,  he  ven- 
tures to  appeal  to  their  (the  directors)  breasts  for  a  candid 
interpretation ;  and  "  he  assumes  the  freedom  to  add,  that 
he  thinks  himseli',  on  iucA  a  subject,  and  on  itieh 
an  occasion,  entitled  to  it ;"  and  then,  as  if  fae 
had  performed  some  laudable  exploit,  in  the  accompanying 
letter  he  glories  in  the  integrity  of  his  conduct ;  and,  imti- 
cipating  his  triumph  over  injustice,  and  the  applauses  wbid, 
at  a  future  time,  he  seems  confident  he  shall  receive,  says  he, 
"  the  applause  of  my  own  breast  ia  my  surest  reward.     Tour 
applause,  and  that  of  my  country,  is  my  next 
*'B.*f?n?''  ■^sh  in  life."     He  declares  in  that  very  letter, 
that  he  had  not  at  any  time  possessed  the  can* 
fidence  with  them  which  they  never  withheld  from  the  raean- 
eot  of  his  predecessors.     "With  wishes  so  near  his  heart  per- 
petually disappointed,  and,  instead  of  applauses,  (aa  he  teUa 
us,)  receiving  nothing  but  reproaches  and  disgraceful  epi- 
thets, bis  steady  continuance  ior  so  many  years  in  their  seiv 
vice,  in  a  place  obnoxious  in  the  highest  degree  to  suspicion 
and  censure,  is  a  thing  altogether  singular. 
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It  appears  very  necessaiy  to  your  committee  to  observe 
upon  the  great  leading  prmoiples,  wliich  Mr.  Hastings  as- 
sumes to  justify  the  irregular  taking  of  these  vast  sums  of 
money,  and  all  the  irregular  means  he  had  employed  to  cover 
the  greater  part  of  it.     These  principles  are  the  mwe  neces- 
sary to  be  inquired  into,  because,  if  admitted,  they  will  serve 
to  justify  every  species  of  improper  conduct.  His 
words  are,  "  that  the  sources  from  which  these  Ju  b^no!? 
reliefs  to  the  public  service  have  come,  would 
never  have  pelded  them  to  the  Company  publicly;  and  that 
the  exigencies  of  their  service  (exigencies  created  by  the  ex- 
position of  their  affairs,  and  faction  in  their  divided  coimcils) 
required  those  supplies." 

As  to  the  first  of  these  extraordinary  positions,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  conceive  what  motive  could  actuate  any  native 
of  India,  dependent  on  the  Company,  in  assisting  them  pri- 
vately, and  in  refusing  to  assist  them  publicly.  If  the  trans- 
action was  fair  and  honest,  every  native  must  have  been  de- 
sirous of  making  merit  with  the  great  governing  power.  If 
he  gave  his  money  as  a  free  gift,  he  might  value  himself 
upon  very  honourable,  and  very  acceptable,  service ;  if  he 
lent  it  on  the  Company's  bonds,  it  would  still  have  been  of 
service,  and  he  might  also  receive  8  per  cent,  for  his  money. 
No  native  could  (without  some  interested  view)  give  to  the 
governor-general  what  he  would  refuse  to  the  Company,  as  a 
grant,  or  even  as  a  loan.  It  is  plain,  that  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment must,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  understood  by  the 
natives  to  be  at  sale.  The  governor-general  says,  that  he 
took  the  money  with  an  original  destination  to  the  purposes 
to  which  he  asserts  he  has  since  applied  it.  But  this  origin- 
al destination  was  in  his  own  mind  only,  not  declared,  nor 
by  him  pretended  to  be  declared,  to  the  party  who  gave  the 
presents,  and  who  could  perceive  nothing  in  it  but  money 
paid  to  the  supreme  magistrate  for  his  own  private  emolu- 
ment. All  that  the  natives  could  possibly  perceive  in  such 
a  transaction,  must  be  highly  dishonourable  to  the  Company's 
government ;  for  they  must  conceive,  when  they  gave  money 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  bought  from  Mr..  Hastings  either 
what  was  their  own  right,  or  something  that  was  not  so ;  or, 
that  they  redeemed  themselves  from  some  acts  of  rigour  in- 
flicted, threatened,  or  apprehended.    If,  in  the  first  case,  Mr. 
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Bastings  guve  them  the  object  for  which  they  bargained,  his 
■Ct,  however  proper,  was  corrupt ;  if  he  did  not,  it  was  both 
Bomipt  and  irauduleiit ;  if  the  money  was  extorted  by  force 
or  threata,  it  was  oppressive  and  tyrannical.  The  very  nature 
of  such  transactions  boa  a  tendency  to  teach  the  natives  to 
piij  a  eorrupt  court  to  the  servantH  of  the  Company ;  and 
Hiey  must  thereby  be  rendered  less  willing,  or  less  able,  or 
peroaps  both,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  state,  Mr. 
Scott's  evidence  asserts,  that  they  would  rather  ^ve  to  Mr. 
BastiagB  than  lend  to  the  Company.  It  la  very  probable ; 
Wt  it  ia  a  demonatratiou  of  their  opinion  of  his  power  and 
K^orruption,  and  of  the  weak  and  precarious  state  ot  the  Corn- 
's authority. 

3  second  principle  assumed  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  his 
'  justification,  namely,  that  factious  opposition,  and  a  divided- 
gOTemment,  might  create  exigencies  requiring  sujipliea,  ia 
ndl  OS  dangerous  as  the  first ;  for  if,  in  the  divisions  which 
must  arise  in  all  councila,  one  member  of  government,  when 
I  he  thinks  others  factiously  disposed,  shall  be  entitled  to  take 
■  jnoney  privately  from  the  subject  for  the  purposea  of  his 
llpoliticfl,  and  thereby  to  dispense  with  an  act  of  parliament, 
[pretences  for  that  end  cannot  be  wanting.  A  dispute  may 
always  be  raised  in  council  in  order  to  cover  opprossioa  ODd 
peculation  elsewhere.  But  these  principles  of  Mr.  Uaetings 
tend  entirely  to  destroy  the  character  and  fuDCtions  of  a 
'OOuncU,  and  to  vest  them  with  one  of  the  disaentient  mem- 
bers. The  law  baa  placed  tlie  sense  of  the  whole  in  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  sufiered,  that  any  of  the 
members  should  privately  raise  money  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  promoting  designs  that 
are  contrary  to  it ;  a  more  alarming  assumption  of  power  in 
an  individual  member  of  any  deliberative  or  executive  body 
cannot  be  imagined.  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  right,  in  order 
to  clear  himself  of  pecuLition,  to  criminate  the  majority  with 
&ction.  No  member  of  any  body,  outvoted  on  a  questiodi 
has,  or  can  have,  a  right  to  direct  any  part  of  his  public  eon- 
duct  by  that  principle.  The  members  of  the  council  had  a 
common  superior,  to  whom  they  might  appeal  in  their  mu- 
tual charges  of  faction — they  did  so  frequently ;  and  the 
imputation  of  faction  has  almost  always  been  laid  on  Mr. 
Haatinga  himself. 
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But  there  were  periods,  very  distinguished  periods  too,  in 
the  records  of  the  Company,  in  which  the  clandestine  taking 
of  money  conld  not  be  supported  even  by  this  pretence. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  been  charged  with  various  acts  of  pecula- 
tion, perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could  not  excuse  himself  by 
the  plea  of  any  public  purpose  to  be  carried  on,  or  of  any 
faction  in  counal,  by  which  it  was  traversed.  It  may  be 
necessary  here  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  on  the  cry,  which  prevailed,  of  the  ill  practices  of  the 
Company's  servants  in  India^  (which  general  ciy  in  a  great 
measure  produced  the  regulating  act  of  1773,)  the  court  of 
directors,  in  their  instructions  of  the  29th  of  March,  1774, 
gave  it  as  an  injunction  to  the  council-general,  that  "they 
immediately  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all 
oppressions,  which  may  have  been  committed  either  against 
natives  or  Europeans,  and  into  all  abuses,  which  may  have 
prevailed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of 
the  civil  government  of  the  presidency ;  and  that  you  com- 
municate to  us  all  information,  whicn  you  may  be  able  to 
obtain  relative  thereto,  or  any  embezzlement  or  dissipation 
of  the  Company's  money." 

In  this  inquiry,  by  far  the  most  important  abuse  which 
appeared  on  any  of  the  above  heads,  was  that  which  was 
charged  relative  to  the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  of 
nothing  less  than  the  whole  authority  of  the  country  govern- 
ment, in  the  disposal  of  the  guardianship  of  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal. 

The  present  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowlah,  was  a  minor 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  and  office  of  Subadar  of  the 
three  provinces  in  1770.  Although  in  a  state  approaching 
to  subjection,  still  his  rank  and  character  were  important. 
Much  was  necessarily  to  depend  upon  a  person,  who  was  to 
preserve  the  moderation  of  a  sovereign,  not  supported  by 
intrinsic  power ;  and  yet  to  maintain  the  dignity  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  representation  of  political  government,  as 
well  as  the  substance  of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great 
country.  A  good  education,  conformably  to  the  maxims  of 
his  religion  and  the  manners  of  his  people,  was  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  fill  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either 
to  the  Mahometan  government  or  to  ours.  He  had  still  to 
manage  a  revenue  not  inconsiderable,  which  remained  as  the 
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^^Bltle  resource  for  the  languiuhmg  digoitj  of  pereona  any  way 

^^Hntiuguiiihed  ill  rauk  among  Muaaulmen,  who  were  oil  ttt- 

^^HBohed  and  clung  to  him.     These  consideration  a  rendered  it 

neceaeory  to  put  hia  peraon  and  afiitira  into  proper  bauds. 

They  ought  to  have  been  men,  who  were  able  by  the  gravity 

of  their  rank  and  character  to  preserve  hia  morala  from  the 

OontagioD  of  low  and  vieiona  company  ;   men,  who  by  their 

integrity  and  Snuoeaa  might  be  enabled  to  resist,  in  some 

itsgree,  the  rapacity  of  Europeans,  as  well  as  to  secure  the 

■   maiiiing  fiagmenta  of  his  property  from  the  attempts  of 

B  natives  themselves,  who  must  lie  under  strong  tempta^ 

U)n  of  taking  their  share  in  the  last  pillage  of  a  decaying 

*  The  directors  were  fully  inipreaaed  with  the  necessity  of 
laoh  an  arrangemeot ;  your  committee  Gnd,  that,  on  the  26th 
of  August,  1771,  they  gave  instructions  to  the  president  and 
councD  to  appoint  "a  mioister  to  transact  the  poUtical  affairs 
of  the  Circar  [government]  ;  and  to  select  for  that  purpose 
some  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  to 
be  the  minister  of  the  government,  and  guardian  of  the  Na- 
bob's minority." 

The  order  waa  ao  distinct  as  not  to  admit  of  a  mistake ;  it 
was  (for  its  matter)  provident  and  well  considered ;  and  the 
truat,  which  devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was  of  anch  a  nature 
aa  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible  to  reputation,  to 
fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably  to  the  directions  he  bad  re- 
ceived, and  not  only  above  juat  cause  of  exception,  but  out 
of  the  reach  of  auapicion  and  malice.  In  that  situation  it 
waa  natural  to  suppose  he  would  cast  hia  eyea  upon  men  of 
the  first  repute  and  consideration  among  the  Mussulmen  of 
high  rank. 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  directing  hia  eyes  to  the  durbar, 
employed  his  researches  in  the  serogho.  In  the  inmost  pe- 
cesaes  of  that  place  be  discovered  a  womaji,  secluded  from 
the  intercourse,  and  shut  up  from  the  eyes  of  men,  whom  he 
found  to  correspond  with  the  orders  he  had  received  from 
the  directors,  aa  a  person  well  "  qualified  for  the  affaire  of 
government,  fit  to  be  a  minister  of  government,  and  the 

S;uardiau  of  the  Nabob's  minority."  This  woman  he  so- 
Bmnly  invests  with  these  functions ;  he  appoints  &ajah 
Grourdaa,  whom  some  time  after  he  himself  qualified  VWF> 
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a  description  of  a  yoimg  man  of  mean  abilities,  to  be  her 
duan  or  steward  of  the  household.  The  rest  of  the  arrange- 
ment was  correspondent  to  this  disposition  of  the  principal 
officers. 

It  seems  not  to  have  been  lawM  or  warrantable  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  set  aside  the  arrangement  positively  prescribed 
by  the  court  of  directors,  which  evidently  pointed  to  a  man, 
not  to  any  woman  whatever.  As  a  woman,  confined  in  the 
female  apartment,  the  lady  he  appointed  could  not  be  com- 
petent to  hold,  or  qualified  to  exercise,  any  active  employ- 
ment ;  she  stood  in  need  of  guardians  for  herself,  and  had 
not  the  ability  for  the  guardianship  of  a  person  circum- 
stanced as  the  Soubah  was.  G-eneral  Clavering,  Colonel 
Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declare,  in  their  minute,  "that 
they  believe  there  never  was  an  instance  in  India  of  such  a 
trust  so  disposed  of."  Mr.  Hastings  has  produced  no  pre- 
cedent in  answer  to  this  objection. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  to  the  House  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  women  principally  concerned,  who  were 
in  the  seraglio  of  Jaffier  Ali  Kh^  at  his  death.  The  first  of 
these  was  caUed  Munny  Begum,  a  person  originally  bom  of 
poor  and  obscure  parents,  who  delivered  her  over  to  the  con- 
ductress of  a  company  of  dancing  girls ;  in  which  profession 
being  called  to  exhibit  at  a  festival,  the  late  Nabob  took  a 
liking  to  her,  and,  after  some  cohabitation,  she  obtained  such 
influence  over  him,  that  he  took  her  for  one  of  his  wives,  and 
(she  seems  to  have  been  the  favourite)  put  her  at  the  head 
of  his  harem ;  and  having  a  son  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  to 
his  authority  and  estate ;  Munny  Begum,  the  mother,  being 
by  his  will  a  devisee  of  considerable  sums  of  money,  and 
other  effects,  on  which  he  left  a  charge,  which  has  since  been 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  East-India  Company.  The  son 
of  this  lady  dying,  and  a  son  by  another  wife  succeeding,  and 
dying  also,  the  present  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowlah,  son  by 
a  third  wife,  succeeded.  This  woman  was  then  alive,  and  in 
the  seraglio. 

It  was  Munny  Begum  that  Mr.  Hastings  chose,  and  not 
the  natural  mother  of  the  Nabob.  Whether,  having  chosen 
a  woman  in  defiance  of  the  Company's  orders,  and  in  passing 
by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince,  he  was  influenced 
by  respect  for  the  disposition  made  by  the  deceased  Nabob 
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during  hia  life,  or  by  other  inoti\e8,  the  House  will  determine 
upon  a  view  of  the  &cts,  w  liiuh  follow.  It  «-iU  be  matter  of 
inquiry,  when  the  question  ia  stated  upon  the  appointment 
of  a  atep-mother  in  esiilusion  of  the  parent,  whether  the 
usage  of  the  Eaat  conatsuitly  authorizea  the  continuance  of 
that  same  diatribution  of  rank  and  power,  which  was  acttled 
in  the  seraglio  during  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince,  and 
which  was  found  bo  settled  at  bis  death,  and  afterwards  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  mother  of  the  successor.  In  caee  of 
female  guardiaiiBhip,  her  claim  aeema  to  be  a  right  of  nature ; 
and  which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  positive  law  will  (if  that 
can)  authorize  the  departure  from.  The  history  of  Munny 
Begum  is  stated  on  tlie  records  of  the  council-general,  and 
no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastijiga  to  controyeri;  the  truth 
of  it. 

That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  council  to  bavo  hap- 
pened, which  might  ho  eipected  inevitably  to  happen ;  the 
ttatv  of  the  Nabob's  education  was  grossly  neglected,  and  bis 
fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  embezzled.  What  con- 
neiioii  this  waste  and  embezzlement  bad  with  the  subse- 
quent events,  the  House  will  judge. 

Oa  the  2nd  of  May,  1775,  Mr.  James  Grant,  accountant 
to  the  provincial  council  of  Moorshedabad,  produced  to  the 
governor- general  and  council  certain  PerHiau  papers,  which 
stated  nine  lacks  of  rupees  (upwards  of  ninety  thouBand 
pounds  sterling)  receiTed  by  Munny  Begum  on  her  appoint- 
ment to  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  household,  over  and 
above  the  balance  due  at  that  time,  and  not  accounted  for  by 
her.  These  Grant  had  received  from  Nuned  Boy,  who  had. 
been  a  writer  in  the  Begum's  treasury-office.  Both  Mr. 
Grant  and  Nuned  Boy  were  called  before  the  board,  and  ex- 
amined respecting  the  authenticity  of  the  papers.  Among 
other  circumstances  tending  to  establish  the  credit  of  these 
papers,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Grant  offered  to  make  oath,  that 
ths  (thief  eunuch  of  thp  Begum  had  come  to  him  on  purpose 
to  prevail  on  him  not  to  send  the  papers  -,  and  had  deelwred, 
that  the  accounts  mere  not  to  be  disputed. 

On  the  9th  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of  the 
board,  against  the  opm.ion  and  solemn  protest  of  the  govern- 
or-general, that  a  gentioman  should  be  sent  up  to  the  city 
of  Moorshedabad  to  demand  of .  Munny  Begum  the  accounto' 
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of  the  Kizamut  and  household,  from  April,  1764,  to  the  latest 
period,  to  which  they  conlil  be  tlonied,  and  to  divest  the  Be- 
gum of  the  office  of  guardian  to  the  Nabob  ;  aud  Mr.  Charles 
Goring  was  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

The  preceding  tacts  are  stated  to  the  House,  not  aa  the 
foiuidatioii  of  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Begum, 
but  aa  they  lead  to  aud  are  therefore  necessary  to  explain, 
by  what  means  a  discovery  was  made  of  a  sum  of  money 
given  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr,  Goring's  first  letter  from  the  city,  dated  17th  May, 
1775,  mentions,  amoug  other  particulars,  the  young  Nabob  s 
joy  at  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Munuy  Begum  ; 
the  mean  and  indigent  state  of  confinement,  in  which  he 
was  kept  bv  her ;  the  distress  of  his  mother  ;  and  that  he 
had  told  Mr.  Goring,  that  the  "  Begum'*  eunuch  had  in- 
structed the  servants  not  to  suffer  him  to  learn  anything,  by 
which  be  might  make  himself  acquainted  with  business  : 
and  he  adds,  "Indeed  1  believe  there  is  great  truth  in  it,  aa 
his  Eicellency  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  almost  everything  a 
man  of  his  rank  ought  to  know ;  not  from  a  want  of  under- 
standing, but  of  being  properly  educated." 

On  the  21at  of  May,  Mr.  Goring  transmitted  to  the  go- 
Temor-genera!  and  council  an  account  of  suras  given  by  the 
Begum,  under  her  seal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Cioriug  by  the  Sa- 
bob,  in  her  apartments.     The  account  is  as  follows  : 

MEMORANDUM  of  Disbursementa  to  English  Gentlemen, 
from  the  Nabob's  ISirfar,  in  the  Bengal  year  1179. 
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To  the  Governor,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  an  enter- 
tainment          1,50,000 

To  Mr.  MiJdIeton,  on  account  of  an  agreement 

entered  into  by  Baboo  Begum  1,50,000 

Rupees    .  3,00,000 

When   this  paper  was   delivered,   the   governor-general 
moved,  that  Mr.  Goring  might  be  fi6kei,Ifowhecamebg  it? 
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and,  on  vikat  account  thi»  partial  selection  u>at  made  by  him  f 
Also,  that  the  Begum  should  be  desired  Co  explain  the  turn 
laid  to  hit  charge;  onil  that  he  should  ask  the  Nabob  or  ikg 
Begum  their  reaaons/or  delivering  this  separate  account.  ^^H 

The  Btibstance  of  the  goyemor's  proposal  waa  ttgreed'^^H 

Mr.  Goring's  answer  to  tbia  requisition  of  the  board  i^^H 
follows:  ^M 

"  In  compliance  with  your  orders  to  explain  the  deliver 
of  the  paper  containing  an  account  of  three  lacks  of  rupees, 
I  am  to  ioform  you,  it  took  its  rise  from  a  message  sent  me 
by  the  Begum,  requesting  1  would  interest  myself  with  the 
Nabob  to  have  Aibar  Ally  Khan  released  to  her  for  a  few 
loura,  having  something  of  importance  to  communicate  to 
me,  on  which  she  wished  to  consult  him.  Thinking  the  ser- 
vice might  be  benefited  by  it,  I  accordingly  desired  the  Na- 
bob would  be  pleased  to  deliver  him  to  my  charge,  engaging 
to  return  him  the  same  night;  which  I  did. — I  heard  tio 
more  till  neifc  day,  when  the  Begum  requested  to  see  his 
Excellency  and  myself,  desiring  Akbar  Ally  might  attend. 

"  On  our  first  meeting,  she  entered  into  a  long  detail  of 
her  administration,  endeavouring  to  represent  it  in  the  faireat 
light ;  at  last  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me,  my  urgent 
and  repeated  remonatranees  to  her  to  be  informed  how  the 
balance  arose,  of  which  I  was  to  inquire,  induced  her  from 
memory  to  say  what  she  bad  herself  given  ;  then  mentioning 
the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to  the  governor  to  feast  him 
whilst  he  staid  there  ;  and  a  lack  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  by  the  bands  of  Baboo  B^gum.  As  I  looked  on  this  no 
more  than  a  matter  of  conversation,  I  arose  to  depart,  but 
was  detained  by  the  Begum's  requesting  the  Nabob  to  coroe 
to  her — a  scene  of  weeping  and  complaint  then  began,  which 
made  me  still  more  impatient  to  be  gone ;  and  I  repeatedly 
sent  to  his  Excellency  for  that  purpose ;  he  at  last  came 
out,  and  delivered  me  a  paper  I  sent  you,  declaring  it  was 
given  him  by  the  Begum  to  be  delivered  me." 

Munny  Begum  also  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Clavering, 
in  which  she  directly  asserts  the  same. 

"  Mr.  Goring  has  pressed  me  on  the  subject  of  the  balances ; 
in  answer  to  which  I  informed  him,  that  all  the  particidara 
being  on  record  would  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  appear 
from  the  papers.     He  accordingly  received  from  the  I    *  "" " 
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Mobarek  ul  Dowlah  a  list  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  given  to 
the  govemor  and  Mr.  Middleton.  I  now  send  you  enclosed 
a  list  of  the  dates  when  it  was  presented,  and  through  whose 
means,  which  you  will  receive. 

The  governor-general  then  desired,  that  the  following 
questions  might  be  proposed  to  the  Begum  by  Mr.  Martin, 
then  resident  at  the  durbar. 

1st,  Was  any  application  made  to  you  for  the  account, 
which  you  have  delivered,  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  said  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  govemor  and  Mr.  Middleton,  or  did 
you  deliver  the  account  of  your  own  free  will,  and  imsolicited  ? 

2nd,  In  what  manner  was  the  application  made  to  you ; 
and  by  whom  ? 

3rd,  On  what  account  was  the  sum  of  one  and  half  lacks 
given  to  the  governor-general,  which  you  have  laid  to  his  ac- 
count ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any  requisition  from  him, 
or  of  any  previous  agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  ? 

The  governor-general  objected  strongly  to  Mr.  (ioring's 
being  present  when  the  questions  were  put  to  the  Begum  ; 
but  it  was  insisted  on  by  the  majority,  and  it  was  resolved 
accordingly,  that  he  ought  to  be  present.  The  reasons  on 
both  sides  will  best  appear  by  the  copy  of  the  debate,  in- 
serted in  the  Appendix. 

The  Begum's  answer  to  the  preceding  questions,  addressed 
to  the  governor-general  and  council,  where  it  touched  the 
substance,  was  as  follows : 

"  The  case  is  this :  Mr.  Goring,  on  his  arrival  here,  seized 
all  the  papers^  and  secured  them  under  his  seal;  and  all  the 
mutseddies  [clerks  or  accountants^  attended  him,  and  explained 
to  him  all  the  particulars  of  them.  Mr.  Goring  inquired  of 
me  concerning  the  arrears  due  to  the  sepoys,  &c.,  observing, 
that  the  nizamut  and  bhela  money  [Nabob's  allowance]  was 
received  from  the  Company;  from  whence  then  could  the 
l^alance  arise  ? — I  made  answer,  that  the  sum  was  not  ade- 
quate to  the  expenses.  Mr.  Goring  then  asked,  what  are 
those  expenses,  which  exceed  the  sum  received  from  the 
Company  ?  I  replied,  all  the  particulars  will  be  found  in  the 
papers.  The  affair  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  on  account  of 
entertainment  for  the  governor  and  Mr,  Middleton,  has  been, 
I  am  told,  related  to  you  by  Rajah  Gourdass ;  besides  which 
there  are  many  other  expenses,  which  will  appear  from  the 
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papers.  As  the  custom  of  entertainmeDt  is  of  long  standing, 
and  accordingly  every  governor  of  Calcutta,  who  came  to 
Moorshedabad,  received  a  daily  sura  of  two  thousand  rupees 
for  entertainment,  which  waa  in  fact  instead  of  provisions  j 
and  the  lack  and  a  lisjf  of  rupees,  laid  to  Mr.  Middleton's 
charge,  was  a  pmenl  on  account  of  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  Bhow  Begam,  I  therefore  affixed  my  seal  to  the 
account,  and  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Goring  by  means  of  the 
Nabob." 

In  this  answer,  the  aciwunts  given  to  Mr.  Goring  she 
RBBCrta  to  be  genuine.  They  are  explained,  in  all  the  par- 
ticulars, by  all  the  Hecretariea  and  clerks  in  office.  They  are 
■ecured  under  Mr.  Goring'a  seal.  To  tlicm  she  refera  for 
everything;  to  them  she  refers  for  the  three  lacks  of  rupees 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton.  It  is  impossible 
to  combine  together  a  clearer  body  of  proof,  composed  of  re- 
cord of  office,  and  verbal  testimony,  mutually  supporting  and 
illustrating  each  other. 

The  House  will  observe,  that  the  receipt  of  the  money  is 
indirectly  admitted  by  one  of  the  governor's  own  questions 
to  Munny  Begum. 

If  the  money  was  not  received,  it  would  have  been  absurd 
to  ask,  on  what  account  it  was  given  f  Both  the  question  and 
the  answer  relate  to  some  established  usage,  the  appeal  to 
which  might  possibly  be  used  to  justify  the  acceptance  of 
the  money,  if  it  was  accepted ;  but  would  be  superfluous, 

id  no  way  applicable  to  the  charge,  if  the  money  was  never 
given. 

On  this  point  your  committee  will  only  add,  that,  in  all 
the  controversy  between  Mr,  Hastings  and  the  majority  of 
the  council,  he  nowhere  denies  the  receipt  of  this  moneg, — 
In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the  31st  of  July. 
1775,  he  says,  that  the  Begum  was  compelled  by  the  ill 
treatment  of  one  of  her  servants,  which  he  calls  a  sperntt  ef 
torture,  to  deliver  the  paper  to  Mr.  Goring ;  but  he  no- 
where affirms,  that  the  contents  of  the  paper  were  talee. 

On  this  conduct  the  majority  remark,  "  "We  confess  it  ap- 
pears very  estraordinary,  that  Mr.  Hastings  shovdd  employ 
8o  much  time  and  labour  to  show,  that  the  discoveries  agwnrt 
him  have  been  obtained  by  improper  means,  but  that  he 
should  take  no  step  whatsoever  to  invaUdalX  the  truth 
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them.  He  lioes  not  deny  the  receipt  of  the  money ; 
Begum's  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  her  at  his  own 
sire  making  it  iinposBible  that  he  sbould  deny  it.  It  Be 
he  has  formed  some  plan  of  defence  against  this  and  Bimilar 
charges,  which  he  thinks  will  arail  him  in  a  court  of  justiue, 
and  wbieh  it  would  be  imprudent  in  him  to  anticipate  at  thio 
time.  If  he  has  not  received  the  money,  we  see  no  reason 
for  such  a  guarded  and  cautious  method  of  proceeding.  An 
innocent  man  would  take  a  shorter  and  easier  course.  He 
would  voluntarily  eiculpato  himself  by  his  oath." 

Tour  committee  entertain  doubts  whether  the  refusal  to 
exculpate  by  oath  can  be  used  as  a  circumstance  to  infer  any 
presumption  of  guilt.  But  where  the  charge  is  direct,  spe- 
cific, circumstantial,  supported  by  papers  and  verbal  testi- 
mony, made  before  his  lawful  superiors,  to  whom  he  was  ac- 
countable, by  persons  competent  to  charge ;  if  innocent,  he 
was  obliged  at  least  to  opposu  to  it  a  clear  and  formal  denial 
of  the  met,  and  to  make  a  demand  for  inquiry.  But  if  he 
does  not  deny  the  fiict,  and  eludes  inquiry,  just  presumptions 
will  be  raised  against  him. 

Your  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  a  mode  of 
corruption,  deep  and  dangerous  iu  the  act  and  the  example, 
being  informed,  that  Mr.  Goring  was  in  London,  resolved  to 
examine  him  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Goring  not  only  agreed 
with  all  the  foregoing  particulorB,  but  even  produced  to  youp 
committee,  what  he  aeclared  to  be  the  original  Persian  papers 
in  hia  hands,  delivered  from  behind  the  curtain  through  the 
Nabob  himself;  who  having  privilege,  as  &  Bon-in-law,  to 
enter  the  women's  apartment,  received  them  from  Munny 
Begum  as  authentic  ;  the  woman  all  the  while  lamenting  the 
lou  of  her  power  with  many  tears  and  much  vociferation. 
She  spears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discovery  of  the 
abore  practices,  in  order  to  clear  herself  of  the  notorious 
embe««lement  of  the  Nabob's  efl'eets. 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber  on 
this  subject,  they  also  produced  a  Persian  paper,  which  Mr. 
Baber  said  he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  a  servant  of 
Muuny  Begimi ;  and  along  with  it  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
translation  into  English  of  the  Persian  original,  In  the  paper 
given  aa  the  translation,  Munny  Bt'gum  is  made  to  allege 
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nuray  matters  of  hardship  and  cruelty  against  Mr.  Goring, 
and  an  attempt  to  compel  her  to  make  out  a  false  account, 
but  doea  not  at  all  deny  the  giving  the  money — very  far  irom 

►  it.  She  is  made  to  assert,  indeed,  "  that  Mr.  G-oring  desired 
ier  to  put  down  three  lacks  of  rupees,  as  divided  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton.  1  begged  to  be  eicueed, 
observing  to  bim,  that  this  money  had  neither  been  tendered 
or  accepted  with  any  criminal  or  improper  view."  After 
some  lively  expressions  in  the  European  manner,  she  says, 

t"  that  it  had  heeu  customary  to  furnish  a  table  for  the  go- 
vernor and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at  court,    With 
.  respect  to  the  sum  mentioned  to  Mr.  Middleton,  it  was  a 
Jree  gift  fiwm  my  own  privy  purse.     Parburam  replied,  he 
understood  this  money  to  be  paid  to  these  gentlemeii,  as  a 
gratuity  for  secret  services  ;  and  as  such  he  should  assuredly 
represent  it."   Here  the  payments  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully 
adinitted,  and  excused  as  agreeable  to  usage,  and  for  keeping 
a  table.     The  present  to  Mr.  Middleton  is  Justified  as  a  &ee 
I   gift.     The  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  ia  not  referred  to  by 
fc  your  committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show,  that  it  does 
■'not  prove  what  it  is  produced  to  prove. 
I        Your  committee,  on  reading  the  paper  delivered  in  by  Mr. 
Scott  as  a  translation,  perceive  it  to  be  written  in  a  style, 
which  they  conceived  was  little  to  be  expected  in  a  fiuthfid 
translation  from  a  Persian  original,  being  full  of  quaint  terms 
and  idiomatic  phrases,  which  strongly  bespeak  English  habits 
in  the  way  of  thinking,  and  of  English  peculiarities  and  af- 
fectations in  the  expression.     Struck  with  these  strong  in- 
ternal marks  of  a  suspicious  piece,  they  turned  to  the  Persian 
manuscript  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber,  and  com- 
paring it  with  Mr.  Goring's  papers,  they  found  the  latter 
careftJly  sealed  upon  every  leaf^  aa  they  believe  is  the  prac- 
tice universal  in  all  authentic  pieces.     They  found  on  the 
I  former  no  seal  or  signature  whatsoever,  either  at  the  top  or 
I  bottom  of  the  scroll.     This  circumstaice  of  a  want  of  aigna- 
E  ture  not  only  takes  away  all  authority  from  the  piece  aa  evi- 
Ifidencc,  but  strongly  confirmed  the  suspicions  entertained  by 
I -your  committee,  on  reading  the  tnmlsation,  of  unwarraatiib& 
I -practjces  in  the  whole  conduct  of  this  busiuess,  even  if  the 
i  tranalation  should  be  found  suhatantially  to  agree  with  the 
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original,  such  an  original  as  it  is.  The  Persian  roll  is  in  the 
custody  of  the  clerk  of  your  committee  for  further  examin- 
ation. 

Mr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott  being  examined  on  these  ma- 
terial defects  in  the  authenticalness  of  a  paper,  produced  by 
them  as  authentic,  could  give  no  sort  of  account  how  it  hap- 
pened to  be  without  a  signature;  nor  did  Mr.  Baber  ex- 
plain how  he  came  to  accept  and  use  it  in  that  condition. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive,  that  all  the  parts 
of  the  transaction,  as  they  appear  in  the  Company's  records, 
are  consistent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  each  other. 

The  court  of  directors  order  the  president  and  council  to 
appoint  a  minister  to  transact  the  political  affairs  of  the 
government,  and  to  sekct  for  that  purpose  some  person  well 
qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  to  be  the  minister 
€>f  government,  Mr.  Hastings  selects  for  the  minister  so  de- 
scribed, and  so  qualified,  a  woman  locked  up  in  a  seraglio. 
He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  guardian  to  the  Nabob's  minority. 
Mr.  Hastings  passes  by  his  natural  parent,  and  appoints 
another  woman. — These  acts  would,  of  themselves,  have  been 
liable  to  suspicion ;  biit  a  great  deficiency  or  embezzlement 
soon  appears  in  this  woman's  account.  To  exculpate  herself 
she  voluntarily  declares,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  to 
Mr.  Hastings;^ — who  never  once  denies  the  receipt.  The 
account  given  by  the  principal  living  witness  of  the  transac- 
tion, in  his  evidence,  is  perfectly  coherent,  and  consistent 
with  the  recorded  part.  The  original  accounts,  alleged  to  be 
delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  were  produced  by  him, 
properly  sealed  and  authenticated.  Nothing  is  opposed  to 
all  this  but  a  paper  without  signature,  and  therefore  of  no 
authority,  attended  with  a  translation  of  a  very  extraordinary 
appearance ;  and  this  paper,  in  apologizing  for  it,  confirms 
the  facts  beyond  a  doubt. 

Finally,  your  committee  examined  the  principal  living 
witness  of  the  transaction,  and  find  his  evidence  consistent 
with  the  record.  Tour  committee  received  the  original  ac- 
counts, alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  pro- 
perly sealed  and  authenticated;  and  find  opposed  to  them 
nothing  but  a  paper  without  a  signature,  and!^  therefore  of  no 
authority,  attended  with  a  transktion  of  a  very  extraordinary 
appearance. 
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In  Europe,  the  directors  ordered  opinions  to  be  taken  on  a 
prosecution ;  they  i«ceived  one  doubtful,  and  three  positively 
,  for  it, 

L      They  write,  in  their  letter  of  5th  Pebmary,  1777,  para- 
■  graphs  32  and  83 :  "  Although  it  is  rather  our  wish  to  pre- 
■■▼ent  evils  in  future,  than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection 
nf  the  past ;  and,  w  here  facts  are  doubtful,  or  attended  with 
alleviating  circumstances,  to  proceed  with  lenity,  rather  than 
to  prosecute  with  rigour;  yet  some  of  the  cases  are  so  fla- 
grantly corrupt,  and  others  attended  with  circumstances  so 
oppresnTe  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to 
suffer  the  delinquents  to  eo  unpunished.     The  principal  facts 
have  been  communicated  to  our'    solicitor,  whose  report, 
confirmed  by  our  standing  counsel,  we  send  you  by  the  pre- 
'   sent  conveyance  ;  authoriising  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  take 
I  such  steps  as  shall  appear  proper  to  be  pursued. 
I      "  If  we  find  it  necessary,  we  shall  return  you  the  original 
"  covenants  of  such  of  our  servants  as  remam  in  India,  and 
have  been  anywise  concerned  in  the  undue  receipt  of  money, 
in  order  to  enable  you  to  recover  the  same  for  the  use  of  the 
Company  by  a  suit  or  suits  at  law,  to  be  instituted  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal." 

Tour  committee  do  not  find,  that  the  covenants  have  been 
Bent,  or  that  any  prosecution  baa  been  begun. 

A  vast  scene  oi  further  peculation  and  corruption,  as  well 
in  this  business  as  in  several  other  instances,  appears  in  the 
evidence  of  the  Eajah  Nundcomar.  That  evlctence,  and  all 
the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered  in  the  Appendix. 
It  was  the  last  evidence  of  the  kind.  The  intbrmant  was 
hanged.  An  attempt  was  made  by  Mr,  Hastings  to  indict 
him  for  a  conspiracy ;  this  failing  of  effect,  another  prose- 
cutor appeared  for  an  offence  not  connected  with  these 
charges.  Nundcomar,  the  object  of  that  charge,  was  eia- 
euted  at  the  very  crisis  of  the  inquiry  for  an  offence  of  an- 
I  other  nature,  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  As 
I  long  as  it  appeared  safe,  aeveral  cliarges  were'made  (which 
are  inserted  at  large  in  the  Appendix) ;  and  Mr.  Hastings 
and  Mr.  Barwell  seemed  apprehensive  of  many  more.  Ge- 
neral Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  I'rancia  declared, 
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in  a  minute  entered  on  the  consultations  of  the  5th  Maj, 
1775,  that,  "  in  the  late  proceedings  of  the  revenue  board,  it 
will  appear,  that  there  is  no  species  of  peculation,  from  which 
the  honourable  governor-general  has  thought  proper  to  ab- 
stain." A  charge  of  offences  of  so  heinous  a  nature,  so  very 
extensive,  so  very  deliberate,  made  on  record  by  persons  of 
great  weight,  appointed  by  act  of  parliament  his  associates 
in  the  highest  trust ;  a  charge  made  at  his  own  board,  to  his 
own  face,  and  transmitted  to  their  common  superiors,  to 
whom  they  were  jointly  and  severally  accountable; — this 
was  not  a  thing  to  be  passed  over  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  stiU 
less  ought  it  to  have  perished  in  other  hands.  It  ought  to 
have  been  brought  to  aii  immediate  and  strict  discussion. 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  ought 
to  have  been  pimished  for  a  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it 
had  been.  If  the  accusation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 
was  very  unfit  for  the  high  office  of  governor-general,  or  for 
any  office. 

After  this  comprehensive  account  by  his  colleagues  of  the 
governor-general's  conduct,  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to 
the  particulars,  and  they  produced  the  case  of  a  corrupt  bar- 
gain of  Mr.  Hastings  concerning  the  disposition  of  office. 
This  transaction  is  here  stated  by  your  committee  in  a  very 
concise  manner,  being  on  this  occasion  merely  intended  to 
point  out  to  the  House  the  absolute  necessity,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  exists  for  another  sort  of  inquiry  into  the  cor- 
ruptio^  of  i^en  in  power  in  India,  than  hitherto  has  been 
pursued.  The  proceedings  may  be  found  at  large  in  the 
Appendix. 

A  complaint  was  made,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  sold  the 
office  of  rhouzedar  of  Hughly  to  a  person  called  KhAn  Je-  . 
han  Khdn  on  a  corrupt  agreement ;  which  was,  that  from  his 
emoluments  of  72,000  rupees  a  year  he  was  to  pay  to  the 
governor-general  36,000  rupees  annually ;  and  to  his  Banyan, 
Canto  Babtt,  4000  more.  The  complainant  offers  to  pay  to 
the  Company  the  40,000  rupees,  which  were  corruptly  paid 
to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  content  himself  with  the  allow- 
ance of  32,000. — Mr.  Hastings  was,  if  on  any  occasion  of 
his  life,  strongly  called  upon  to  bring  this  matter  to  the 
most  distinct  issue ;  and  Mr.  Barwell,  who  supported  his 
administration,  and  as  such  ought  to  have  been  tender  for 
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B  honoiir,  was  bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it, 

'  if  hia  enemies  sbould  be  ungenerous  eoougb  to  couuteDonce 
Buch  an  aei'usation,  without  permitting  it  to  be  detected  and 
exposed.  But  the  courae  they  held  was  directly  contrary. 
They  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  complaint,  in 
which  they  obstinately  persevered  as  far  aa  their  power  went. 
Mr.  Bam'ell  was  of  opiuion,  that  the  Company's  instructians 
to  inquire  into  peculation  were  intended  for  the  public  in- 
terests ;  that  it  could  not  forward  the  public  interests  to 
enter  into  these  inquiries ;  and  that  "  he  never  would  be  a 
channel  of  aspersing  any  chciracter,  while  it  caunot  conduce 
to  the  good  of  government," — Here  was  a  new  mode  of  rear 
soning  found  out  by  Mr.  Barwel^  which  might  subject  all 
inquiry  into  peculation  to  the  discretion  of  the  very  persons 
charged  with  it.  By  that  reasoning  all  orders  of  his  supe- 
riors were  at  his  mercy  ;  and  he  actually  undertook  to  set 
aside  those  commands,  which  by  an  express  act  of  parliament 
he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  his  opinion  of  what  would,  op 
would  not,  conduce  to  the  good  of  government.  On  his 
principles  he  either  totally  annihilates  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  parliument,  or  he  entertains  bo  extravagant  a  supposi- 
tion, as  that  the  court  of  directors  possessed  a  more  absolute 

'   authority,  when  their  orders  were  not  intended  for  the  pnb- 

I  lie  good,  than  when  they  were. 

I  General  Claveriug  waa  of  a  diifereut  opinion ;  he  thought 
"  he  should  be  wanting  to  the  legislature,  and  to  the  court 
of  directors,  if  he  was  not  to  receive  the  complaints  of  the 
inhabitants  when  properly  authenticated,  and  to  prefer  them 
to  the  board  for  investigatiou,  as  the  only  means  by  which 
these  grievances  can  be  redressed,  and  the  Company  informed 
of  tho  conduct  of  their  servants." 

To  theae  sentiments  Colonel  Monaon  and  Mr.  Francis 
adhered.  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  more  safe,  on  principles 
similar  to  those  assumed  by  Mr.  Barwell,  to  refuse  to  hear 
the  chai;ge ;  but  he  reserved  his  remarks  on  this  transactioa, 
because  they  will  be  equally  applicable  to  many  others,  which, 
in  the  course  of  ihia  business,  are  likely  to  be  brought  before 
the  board.  There  appeared  therefore  to  him  a  probability, 
that  the  charge  about  the  corrupt  bargain  was  no  more  than 
the  commencement  of  a  whole  class  of  such  accusations ; 
BincQ  he  was  of  opinion  (and  what  is  very  estraordinaiy, 
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previous  to  any  examination)  that  tlie  same  remarks  would 
be  applicable  to  several  of  those  which  were  to  follow.  He 
must  suppose  this  class  of  charges  very  uniform,  as  well  as 
very  extensive. 

The  majority,  howevpr,  pressed  their  point ;  ^nd,  notwith- 
standing his  opposition  to  all  inquiry,  as  he  was  supported 
only  by  Mr.  Barwell,  the  question  for  it  was  carried.  He 
was  then  desired  to  name  a  day  for  the  appearance  of  the 
accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inquiry.  Though  baffled 
in  his  attempt  to  stop  the  inquiry  m  the  first  stage,  Mr. 
Hastings  made  a  second  stand ;  ne  seems  here  to  have  recol- 
lected something  inherent  in  his  own  office,  that  put  the 
matter  more  in  his  power  than  at  first  he  had  imagined,  for 
he  speaks  in  a  positive  and  commanding  tone :  "  I  will  not 
(says  his  minute)  name  a  day  for  Mir  Zin  ul  ab  Dien  to  ap- 
pear before  the  board ;  nor  will  I  suffer  him  to  appear  before 
the  hoards 

The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  carried.  It  was 
declared  fit  to  inquire  ;  but  there  was,  according  to  him,  a 
power,  which  might  prevent  the  appearance  of  witnesses. 
On  the  general  policy  of  obstructing  such  inquiries,  Mr. 
Francis,  on  a  motion  to  that  effect,  made  a  sound  remark, 
which  cannot  fail  of  giving  rise  to  very  serious  thoughts : 
"  that,  supposing  it  agreed  among  ourselves,  that  the  board 
shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  complaints  against  a  member 
of  it,  a  case  or  cases  may  hereafter  happen  in  which,  by  a 
reciprocal  complaisance  to  each  other,  our  respective  mis- 
conduct may  be  effectually  screened  from  inquiry ;  and  the 
Company,  whose  interest  is  concerned,  or  the  parties  who 
may  have  reason  to  complain  of  any  one  member  individuaUy, 
may  be  left  without  remedy." 

Sir.  Barwell  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  of  the  maker  of  the  motion,  General  Clavering,  nor  of 
Mr.  Monson,  who  supported  it.  He  entertains  sentiments 
with  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  directors  in  this  particular 
perfectly  correspondent  with  those  which  he  had  given  against 
the  original  inquiry.  He  says,  "  though  it  may  in  some  little 
degree  save  the  governor-general  from  personal  insult — 
where  there  is  no  judicial  power  lodged,  ihat  of  inquisition 
can  never  answer  any  good  purpose.**     This  is  a  doctrine  of 
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^^■a  most  extraordinary  nature  and  tendency ;   and,  aa  rour 
^^■eommittee  conceive,  coatrary  to  every  sound  principle  to  be 
I^H^flbaerved  in  the  constitution  of  judicatures  and  inquisitionfi. 
il        The  power  of  inquiaition  ought  rather  to  be  wholly  separ- 
ated from  the  judicial,  the  former  being  a  previous  step  to 
tbe  bitter,  whicb  requires  other  rules  and  methods,  and  ought 
not  (if  possible)  to  be  lodged  in  the  some  bauds.     The  rest 
of  his  minute  (contained  in  the  Appendix)  is  filled  with  a 
censure  on  tbe  native  inbabitanta ;  with  reflections  on  the 
ill  consequences  whicb  would  arise  from  an  attention  to  their 
complaints ;  and  with  an  assertion  of  tbe  authority  of  tbe 
supreme  court,  as  superseding  the  necessity  and  propriely  of 
such  inquiries  in  council.  With  regard  to  his  principles  rela- 
tive to  the  natives  and  their  complaiiits,  if  they  are  admitted, 
they  are  of  a  tendency  to  cut  off  the  very  principle  of  re- 
dress.    The  existence  of  the  supreme  court,  as  a  means  of 
relief  to  the  natives  under  all  oppressions,  is  held  out  to 
qualify  a  refusal  to  bear  iu  the  council.     On  the  same  pre- 
tence Mr.  Hastings  holds  up  the  authority  of  tbe  same  tri- 
bunal.    But  this  and  other  proceedings  sbow  abundantly  of 
what  efficacy  that  court  has  been  for  tbe  rebef  of  tbe  un- 
happy people  of  Bengal,     A  person  m  delegated  authority 
retuses  a  satisfaction  to  his  superiors,  throwing  himself  on  a 
court  of  justice,  and  supposes,  that  nothing  but  what  judi- 
cially appears  against  him  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.     But 
^^  even  in  tbis  Mr.  Hastings  fails  in  bis  appbcation  of  his  prin- 
^^L  Pple ;  for  the  majority  of  the  council  were  undoubtedly  com- 
^^Bpetent  to  order  a  prosecution  gainst  hira  in  tbe  supreme 
^^■eourt,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  without  a  previous 
^^  inquiry.     But  their  inquiry  had  other  objects.     No  private 
accuser  might  choose  to  appear.     The  party  who  wob  tbe 
subject  of  the  peculation,  might  be  (as  bere  is  stated)  the 
accomplice  in  it.     No  popular  action,  or  popular  suit,  was 
provided  by  the  charter,  under  whose  autnority  the  court 
was  instituted.     In  any  event,  a  suit  might  fail  in  the  court 
for  the  punishment  of  au  actor  in  an  abuse  for  want  of  the 
strictest  legal  proof,  which  might  yet  furnish  matter  for  the 
correction  of  the  abuse,  and  even  reasons  strong  enough  not 
only  to  justify,  but  to  require,  the  directors  instantly  to  ad- 
dress for  the  removal  of  a  governor-general.     The  opposition 


L 


ON  THE   APPAIS8,  OP  UTDIA..  203 

of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  proved  as  ineffectual  in 
this  stage  as  the  former ;  and  a  day  was  named  by  the  ma- 
jority for  the  attendance  of  the  party. 

The  day  foillowing  this  deliberation,  on  the  assembling  of 
the  council,  the  governor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  said,  "  he 
would  not  sit  to  be  confronted  by  such  accusers,  nor  to  stiffer 
a  judicial  inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board,  of  which  he 
is  the  president."  As  on  the  former  occasions,  he  declares 
the  board  dissolved.  As  on  the  former  occasions  the  majority 
did  not  admit  his  claim  to  this  power,  they  proceeded  in  his 
absence  to  examine  the  accuser  and  the  witnesses.  Their 
proceedings  are  in  Appendix  K. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  during  this  transaction  Kh^n  Jehan 
Khdn,  the  party  with  whom  the  corrupt  agreement  was 
made,  declined  an  attendance  under  excuses,  which  the  ma- 
jority thought  pretences  for  delay,  though  they  used  no  com- 
pulsory methods  towards  his  appearance ;  at  length,  how- 
ever, he  did  appear,  and  then  a  step  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Hastings  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  after  the  steps 
which  he  had  taken  before,  and  the  declarations  with  which 
those  steps  had  been  accompanied.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had 
absolutely  refused  to  be  present  in  the  foregoing  part  of  the 
proceeding,  appeared  with  Khin  Jehan  Kb^n.  And  now  the 
affair  took  another  turn;  other  obstructions  were  raised. 
General  Clavering  said,  that  the  informations  hitherto  taken 
had  proceeded  upon  oath.  Khdn  Jehan  Kh^  had  previously 
declared  to  G-eneral  Clavering  his  readiness  to  be  so  ex- 
amined ;  but,  when  called  upon  by  the  board,  he  changed  his 
mind,  and  alleged  a  delicacy,  relative  to  his  rank,  with  regard 
to  the  oath.  In  this  scruple  he  was  strongly  supported  by 
Mr.  Hastings.  He  and  Mr.  Barwell  went  further ;  they 
contended,  that  the  council  had  no  right  to  administer  an 
oath.  They  must  have  been  very  clear  in  that  opinion,  when 
they  resisted  the  examination  on  oath  of  the  very  person, 
who,  if  he  could  safely  swear  to  Mr.  Hastings's  innocence, 
owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  patron  not  to  refuse  it ;  and  of  the 
payment  of  this  debt  it  was  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not 
only  to  enforce  but  to  support  the  absolute  refusal. 

Although  the  majority  did  not  acquiesce  in  this  doctrine, 
they  appeared  to  have  doubts  of  the  prudence  of  enforcing  it 
by  violent  means ;  but,  construing  his  refusal  into  a  disposi- 
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tion  to  Bcreen  the  peculations  of  the  governor-general,  they 
treated  liim  aa  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  their  board,  diamisaeil 
him  from  the  sersice,  and  recommended  another  (not  the  ac- 
ifUBer)  to  his  o£ce. 

The  reasons  on  both  sides  appear  in  the  Appendii.  Mr. 
Lasttnga  accuses  them  bitterly  of  injuetice  to  himeelf  in  con- 
sidering the  refusal  of  this  person  to  swear  aa  a  charge 
proved.  Mow  far  they  did  so,  and  under  vhst  qnali&cationa, 
will  appear  by  reference  to  the  papers  in  the  Appendix.  But 
Mr.  Hastinga  "  thanks  God,  that  they  are  not  his  judges." 
His  great  hold,  and  not  without  reason,  is  the  supreme 
court ;  and  he  "  blesses  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  that  con- 
stituted a  court  of  judicature  at  so  seasonable  a  time,  to 
check  the  despotism  of  the  new  council,"  It  was  thought  in 
England,  that  the  court  had  other  objects  than  the  protection 
of  the  governor-general  against  the  esaminfttions  of  those 
sent  out  ivith  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  peculations  of 
men  in  power. 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  did  at  that  time,  and  avowedly  did, 
everything  to  prevent  any  inquiry,  that  was  instituted  merely 
for  the  information  of  the  court  of  directors,  yet  he  did  not 
feel  himself  thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  own  proceedings. 
It  was  evident,  that  to  them  his  and  Mr.  Barwell's  reason- 
inga  would  not  appear  very  respectful  or  satisfactory ;  he 
therefore  promises  to  give  them  full  satiafactiou  nt  some 
future  time.  In  hia  letter  of  the  14th  of  September,  1775,  he 
reiterates  a  former  declaration,  and  assures  them  of  his  reso- 
lation  to  this  purpose  in  the  strongest  terms.  "  I  now  offaiit 
»cur  to  the  declaration,  which  I  have  before  made,  that  it  is 
my  fixed  determination  to  carry  literally  into  execution,  and 
m>H  fully  and  liberally  explain,  every  circumstance  of  my 
conduct  on  the  points  upon  lohtch  I  have  been  injuriously  or- 
raigned;  and  to  afford  yon  the  clearest  conviction  of  my 
own  integrity,  and  of  the  propriety  of  my  motives  for  my 
declining  a  present  defence  of  it." 

These  motives,  as  far  as  they  can  be  discovered,  were  the 
violence  of  his  adversariCB,  the  interested  character  and 
views  of  the  accuser,  and  the  danger  of  a  prosecution  in  the 
Hupreme  court,  which  made  it  prudent  to  reserve  his  defence. 
These  arguments  ore  appUcable  to  any  charge,  Notwith- 
Btanding  these  reasons,  it  is  plain  by  the  above  letter,  t'  "" 
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he  thought  himself  bound,  at  some  time  or  other,  to  give 
satisfaction  to  his  masters ;  till  he  should  do  this,  in  his 
own  opinion  he  remained  in  an  unpleasant  situation.  But 
he  bore  his  misfortune,  it  seems,  patiently,  with  a  confidence 
in  their  justice  for  his  future  relief.  He  says,  "  whatever 
evil  may  fill  the  long  interval  which  may  precede  it." — That 
interval  he  has  takeii  care  to  make  long  enough,  for  near 
eight  years  ore  now  elapsed,  and  he  has  not  yet  taken  the 
smallest  step  towards  giving  to  the  court  of  directors  any 
explanation  whatever ;  much  less  that  full  and  liberal  ex- 
planation, which  he  had  so  repeatedly  and  solemnly  promised. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  though  Mr.  Hastings  talks  in 
these  letters  much  of  his  integrity,  and  of  the  purity  of  his 
motives,  and  of  full  explanations,  he  nowhere  denies  the  fact 
of  this  corrupt  traffic  gf  office.  Though  he  had  adjourned 
his  defence  with  so  much  pain  to  himself  to  so  very  long  a 
day,  he  was  not  so  inattentive  to  the  ease  of  Khan  Jehan 
Khan  as  he  has  shown  himself  to  his  own.  He  had  been 
accused  of  corruptly  reserving  to  himself  a  part  of  the 
emoluments  of  this  man's  office ;  it  was  a  delicate  business 
to  handle,  whilst  his  defence  stood  adjourned ;  yet,  in  a  very 
short  time  after  a  majority  came  into  his  hands,  he  turned 
out  the  person  appointed  by  Greneral  Clavering,  &c.,  and  re- 
placed the  very  man  with  whom  he  stood  ^accused  of  the  cor- 
rupt bargain;  what  was  worse,  he  had  been  charged  with 
originally  turning  out  another,  to  make  room  for  this  man. 
The  whole  is  put  in  strong  terms  by  the  then  majority  of  the 
council;  where,  after  charging  him  with  every  species  of 
peculation,  they  add,  "  we  believe,  the  proofs  of  his  appro- 
priating four  parts  in  seven  of  the  salary,  with  which  the 
Company  is  charged  for  the  Phousdar  of  Hughley,  are  such 
as,  whether  sufficient  or  not  to  convict  him  in  a  court  of 
justice,  will  not  leave  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  concerning  his 
guilt  in  the  mind  of  any  unprejudiced  person. — The  salary 
is  72,000  rupees  a  year ;  the  governor  takes  36,000,  and  al- 
lows Cantoo  Baboo  four  thousand  more  for  the  trouble  he 
submits  to  in  conducting  the  negotiation  with  the  Phousdar. 
This  also  is  the  common  subject  of  conversation  and  derision 
through  the  whole  settlement.  It  is  our  firm  opinion  and 
belief,  that  the  late  Phousdar  of  Hughley,  a  relation  of 
Mahomed  Eeza  Cawn,  was  turned  out  of  this  office  merely 
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because  his  terma  were  not  bo  favourable  as  those,  which  the 
honourable  govemar-general  has  ohtajued  from  the  present 
PhouHihir. 

"The  lionourable  governor-general  is  pleased  to  assert, 
with  a  confidential  spirit  peculiar  to  himscli^  that  his  mea- 
sures hitherto  stand  unimpeached,  escept  by  us.  We  know 
not  how  this  assertion  is  to  he  made  good,  unless  the  moU 
daring  and  fiagrant  prostilulion  m  everij  branch  he  deemed 
an  honour  to  hia  administration." 

The  whole  style  and  tenor  of  these  accusations,  as  well 
as  the  nature  ol  them,  rendered  Mr.  Hastings's  first  post- 
poning, and  afterwards  totally  declining,  all  denial,  or  even 
defence  or  explanation,  extraordinary.  No  governor  ought 
to  hear  in  silence  such  charges ;  and  no  court  of  directors 
ought  to  have  slept  upon  them. 

The  court  of  directors  were  not  wholly  inattentive  to 
this  business.  They  condemned  hia  act  as  it  deserved,  and 
they  went  into  the  boaiuesB  of  his  legal  right  to  dissolve 
the  council.     Their  opinions  seemed  against  it.  and  they  gave 

Srecise  orders  against  the  use  of  any  such  power  in  luture. 
n  consulting  Mr.  Sayer,  the  Company's  coun^sel,  he  was  of 
a  diflerent  opinion  with  regard  to  the  legal  right ;  hut  he 
thought,  very  properly,  that  the  use  of  a  right,  and  the 
manner  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  used,  ought  not  to 
have  been  separated.  What  ho  thought  on  this  occasion 
appears  in  hia  opinion,  transmitted  by  the  court  of  directors 
to  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  council-general ;  "  but  it  was  as 
great  a  crime  to  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister 
tiwlives,  as  it  would  he  to  assume  the  power  of  dissolving,  if 
he  had  it  not.  I  beheve  he  is  the  firit  governor  that  ever  £ii&- 
solved  a  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was 
innocent.  Before  he  could  summon  three  councils  and  dis- 
Bolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  consider  what  would  be  the 
result  of  such  conduct,  to  convince  evert/body,  beyond  a  dot^, 
I  ^  his  conscious  guilt." 

I       It  was  a  matter  but  of  small  consolation  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
*  during  the  painful  interval  he  describes,  to  find,  that  the 
Company's  learned  counsel  admitted,  that  ho  had  legal  powers, 
of  which  he  made  an  use,  that  raised  an  universal  presump- 
tion of  his  guilt. 

Other  counsel  did  not  think  so  favourably  of  the  powen 
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themselves.  But  this  matter  was  of  less  consequence,  be- 
cause a  great  difference  of  opinion  may  arise  concerning  the 
extent  of  official  powers,  even  among  men  professionally 
educated,  (as  in  this  case  such  a  difference  did  arise,)  and 
well-intentioned  men  may  take  either  part.  But  the  use, 
that  was  made  of  it,  in  systematical  contradiction  to  the 
Company's  orders,  has  been  stated  in  the  Ninth  Eeport,  as 
well  as  in  many  others  made  by  two  of  your  committees. 


It  has  been  thought  proper  to  insert  here  the  first  nine  numbers 
of  the  Appendix  B.  to  the  Eleventh  Eeport,  as  necessary 
for  the  elucidation  of  the  subject-matter  of  that  Report. 
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COPT  of  a  Letter  from  the  G-ovemor-Greneral  to  the 

Court  of  Directors. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Honour- 
able United  East  India  Company. 

Fort  William,  29th  Norember,  1780. 
HONOTJEABLE    SlES, 

You  will  be  informed  by  our  consultations  of  the  26th 
of  June  of  a  very  unusual  tender,  which  was  made  by  me  to 
the  board  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the 
Company  for  the  extraordinary  expense,  which  might  be 
incurred  by  supplying  the  detachment  under  the  command 
of  Major  Camac,  in  the  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions, 
which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Q-ohed,  and  drawing  the 
attention  of  Mahdagee  Sindia,  to  whom  that  country  im- 
mediately appertained,  from  General  Q-oddard,  while  he  was 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Bassein,  and  in  securing  the 
conquests  made  by  your  arms  in  Q-uzerat. — I  was  desirous 
to  remove  the  only  objection,  which  has  been  or  could  be 
ostensibly  made  to  the  measure,  which  I  had  very  much  at 
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heart,  as  may  be  easily  conceived  from  the  meanq  which  I  took 
to  effect  it.  Tor  the  reasons  at  large,  which  induced  me  to 
propose  that  diversion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  my 
minute  recommending  it,  and  to  the  letters^  received  from 
General  Q-oddard  near  the  same  period  of  time.  The  subject 
is  now  become  obsolete,  and  all  the  fair  hopes,  which  I  had 
built  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war,  of  its  termin- 
ation in  a  speedy,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace,  have 
been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities,  which  have  befallen 
your  arms  in  the  dependencies  of  your  presidency  of  Fort  St. 
George ;  and  changed  the  object  of  our  pursuit  from  the 
aggrandizement  of  your  power  to  its  preservation.  My 
present  reasons  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion which  I  have  mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  false  con- 
clusions, or  purposed  misrepresentations,  which  maybe  made 
of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as  the  effect  of 
corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you,  that  the  money,  by  what- 
ever  means  it  came  into  your  possession,  was  not  my  own ; 
that  1  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  have 
received  it  but  for  the  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avail 
myself  of  the  accidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant 
afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  property 
and  use  of  the  Company ;  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shall 
dismiss  the  subject. 

Something  oi'  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  in  the 
first  aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  immediately  my  duty  to  in- 
form you ; — you  will  have  been  advised,  by  repeated  ad- 
dresses of  this  government,  of  the  arrival  of  an  army  at 
Cuttac  under  the  command  of  Chimnajee  Boosla,  the  second 
son  of  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  Eajah  of  Berar. 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  force  have  been  largely 
explained  and  detailed  in  the  correspondence  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Berar,  and  in  various  parts  of  our  consultations.  The 
minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter ; 
I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  principal  fact.  About 
the  middle  of  the  last  year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  formed 
by  the  Nabob,  Nizam  Ally  Cavvn,  by  which  it  was  proposed, 
that,  while  the  army  of  the  Mahrattas,  under  the  command 
of  Mahdajee  Sindia  and  Tuckoojee  Iloolkar,  was  employed  to 
check  the  operations  of  General  Goddard  in  the  west  of 
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India,  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  should  invade  the  Camatic; 
Moodajee  Boosla  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  he  himself 
the^  Sircars  of  Eajamundry  and  Chicacole. 

The  government  of  Berar  was  required  to  accept  the  part 
assigned  it  in  this  combination,  and  to  march  a  large  body 
of  troops  immediately  into  Bengal.  To  enforce  the  request 
on  the  part  of  the  ruling  member  of  the  Mahratta  state, 
menaces  of  instant  hostility,  by  the  combined  forces,  were 
added  by  Mahdajee  Sindia,  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  and  Nizam 
Ally  Cawn,  in  letters  written  by  them  to  Moodajee  Boosla 
on  the  occasion.  He  was  not  in  a  state  to  sustain  the  brunt 
of  so  formidable  a  league,  and  ostensibly  yielded.  Such  at 
least  was  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  his  acquiescence,  in  his 
letters  to  me ;  and  his  subsequent  conduct  has  justified  his 
professions.  I  was  early  and  progressively  acquainted  by 
him  with  the  requisition,  and  with  the  measures  which  were 
intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by  him  upon  it. 
The  army  professedly  destined  for  Bengal  marched  on  the 
dusserra  of  the  last  year,  corresponding  with  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober. Instead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  Behar,  which 
had  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded  by  varied  deviations  and 
studied  delays  to  Cuttac,  where  it  arrived  late  in  May  last, 
having  performed  a  practicable  journey  of  three  months  in 
seven,  and  concluded  it  at  the  instant  commencement  of  the 
rains,  which  of  course  would  preclude  its  operations,  and 
afford  the  government  of  Berar  a  further  interval  of  five 
months  to  provide  for  the  part  which  it  would  then  be  com- 
pelled to  choose.  In  the  mean  time  letters  were  continually 
written  by  the  Rajah  and  his  minister  to  this  government, 
explanatory  of  their  situation  and  motives ;  proposing  their 
mediation  and  guarantee  for  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the 
peshwa ;  and  professing,  without  solicitation  on  our  part,  the 
most  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution  to  maintain  it. 

Conformably  to  these  assurances,  and  the  acceptance  of  a 
proposal  made  by  Moodajee  Boosla  to  depute  his  minister 
to  [bengal  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  concluding  the 
proposed  treaty  oi  peace,  application  had  been  made  to  the 
peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same  effect. — In  the  mean 
time  the  fatal  news  arrived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at 
Conjeveram.     It  now  became  necessary,  that  every  other 

VOL.    IV.  p 
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^^H  object  should  give  pkee,  or  be  made  subservient,  to  the  p»- 

^^H  aervatiou  of  tbe  Camatic  ;  oar  would  the  measures  reqinaite 

^^r  fof  that  end  admit  an  instant  of  delay.     Peace  vitb  the 

Mahrattaa  was  the  first  object ;  to  coufiliate  their  alliance, 

and  that  of  every  other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder 

Ally,  the  nest. — Instant  measures  were  taken  (aa  our  ge- 

Ineral  advicea  will  infonn  you)  to  secure  both  these  pointi, 
and  to  employ  the  government  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and 
instrument  of  w;coinpli8hing  them.  Its  army  still  lay  on 
AUr  borders,  and  in  distress  for  a  long  arrear  of  pay,  not  leas 
tKcasioued  by  tbe  want  of  peKnaniary  funds,  than  a  etoppofe 
^  couiniuni cation.  An  appHcation  bad  been  made  to  ua  rar 
a  supplr  of  money ;  and  the  sum  specified  for  the  complets 
relief  of  tbe  army  was  sixteen  lacks.  "We  had  neither  rooiwy 
to  spare,  nor,  in  tbe  apparent  state  of  that  government  in  iw 
relation  to  ours,  would  it  have  been  either  prudent  or  con- 
sistent with  our  public  credit  to  have  afforded  it.  It  was, 
I  nevertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  some  (ud  sbonld  be 

^^H  given;  not  less  aa  a  necessary  relief,  than  as  an  indication 
^^^^of  confidence,  and  a  return  for  the  many  instances  of  sub- 
^^B  Btantiol  kindness,  which  we  bad,  within  tbe  course  of  tbe 
^^P  last  two  years,  experienced  from  the  government  of  Berar. 
I  bad  an  assurance,  that  such  a  proposal  would  reoeire  tbe 
acquiescence  of  the  board;  but  I  knew,  that  it  would  not 
pass  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have  become  public, 
which  might  have  defeated  its  purpose.  Convinced  of  tbe 
necessity  of  the  expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  goverument  of  Berar  irom  evidences  of  stronger  proof 
to  me  than  I  could  make  them  appear  to  the  other  mBmben 
of  the  board,  I  resolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  re- 
sponsibility of  it  upon  myaeu.  In  this  mode,  a  less  con- 
siderable sum  would  suffice ;  I  accordingly  caused  three 
lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  Sajah 
of  Berar  resident  in  Calcutta ;  be  has  transmitted  it  to  Cut- 
tao. — Two-thirds  of  this  sum  I  have  raised  by  lay  own  credit, 
and  shall  charge  it  in  my  official  accounts ;  the  other  third  I 
have  supplied  from  the  cash  in  my  bands  belonging  to  the 

t  Honourable  Company.  I  have  given  due  notice  to  Moodajee 
Boosla  of  this  transaction,  and  eiplained  it  to  have  been  a 
private  at't  of  my  own,  unknown  to  the  other  members  of 
the  council.    I  have  given  him  expectations  of- the  remainder 
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'  the  amoimt  required  for  the  anean  of  his  armj,  propor- 
oned  to  the  ext^t,  to  which  he  mnj  put  it  in  my  power  to 
ropose  it  as  a  public  gratuity  by  his  ^ectual  orders  for  the 
tcall  of  these  troops,  or  for  their  junction  with  ours. 
I  hope  I  shall  receiye  jour  i^probation  of  what  I  haye 
me  for  your  sendee,  and  jour  indulgence  for  the  length  of 
ds  narratiye,  which  I  could  not  comprise  within  a  narrower 
impass.  I  haye  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Your  most  faithful,  obedient, 
and  humble  seryant,  • 

Wabssk  Hastings. 


APPENDIX  B.    No.  2. 

jr  Account  of  Money  paid  into  the  Company's  Treasury  by 
the  Govemor-Cfeneral,  since  the  Year  1778. 


Aj       April 

74  to  1775>  For  interest  bonds 

For   bills  of  exchange  on 

court 
For  money  refunded  by  order  of 
court,  account  General  Coote's 
commission     . 


CRa.  2,175« 
the 

1,43,937 


8,418 


•  r  Received  19th  May. 
t  Cancelled  SOth  July,  1774. 

^75 — 1776.  For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  court 
776—1777.  Do    .  .    Do    .  .Do 

777—1778.  Do  .  Do  .  Do 

778—1779.  Do    .  .    Do    .  .Do 

779—1780.  Do  .  Do  .  Do 

780—1781.  For  bills  of  exchange 

For  deposits 

For  interest  bonds  at  8  per  cent. 

For         Do  4  per  cent.    . 

For  durbar  charges 

llay  1782.    For  interest  bonds 


43,000 
2,38,715 
4,75.600 
1,66,000 
2,32,000 


CRs. 


CRs. 
1,54,530 


1,80,480 
1,96,800 
1,08,000 
1,43,000 
1,21,600 


11,55,315 
35,000 

20,94,725 


East  India  House, 
lltb  June,  1783. 


(Errors  excepted.) 

JoBOT  Anihs, 

Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts, 
p  2 
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appen:jix  b.  No.  a 
To  the  IlonouraWe  the  Secret  Committee  i 
Court  of  Direetora. 
Foil  wai 
HOKOUUAJLE  SiBB, 
In  a  letter,  which  I  have  had  the  bon 


I 
■ 

I 


k 


Fotl  WUIiam,  22Dd  Ua;,  UfiS. 
HOKOUUAJLE  SiBB, 

In  a  letter,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  addreea  yoo 
in  duplicate,  aud  of  which  a.  triplicate  accompaoiea  this,  dated 
20tb  January,  17S2, 1  informed  you,  that  I  had  received  the 
offer  of  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Nabob  vizier  and  hia  minuh 
ters  to  the  nominal  value  of  ten  lacka  of  Lucknow  siccas  i 
and  that  bills  on  the  house  of  Gopaul  Dosb  had  been  actually 
given  me  for  the  amount,  nhich  I  had  accepted  for  the  use  of 
the  honourable  Company ;  and  I  promised  to  account  with 
you  for  the  same  aa  soon  aa  it  should  be  in  my  power,  after 
the  whole  sum  had  come  into  my  possession,  This  promise 
I  DOW  perform  ;  and,  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
it,  I  have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been  occasionallf 
converted  to  the  Company's  property  through  my  means, 
snd  in  consequence  of  the  like  original  destination.  Of  the 
■eoond  of  these  you  have  been  already  advised  in  a.  letter, 
which  I  hai:l  the  honour  to  address  the  honourable  court  of 
directors,  dated  29tb  November,  1780.  Both  this  and  the 
third  article  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury,  by  my 
order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  them  on  the  Company^ 
account,  but  never  passed  through  my  hands.  The  three 
sums,  for  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  manner 
paid  to  the  Company's  treasury,  without  passing  through  my 
hands ;  but  their  appropriation  was  not  specified. 

The  sum  of  58,000  current  rupees  was  received  while  I 
was  on  iny  journey  to  Benares,  and  applied  aa  expressed  in 
the  account. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  theae  sums  have  been  expend- 
ed, the  reference  which  I  have  made  of  it,  in  the  accompany- 
ing account,  to  the  several  accounts  in  which  they  are  (iedit- 
ed,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it  unnecessary ;  besides 
that  those  accounts  either  have,  or  will  have,  received  a  much 
stronger  authentication  than  any  that  I  could  give  to  mine. 
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Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me ;  why  they  were,  ex- 
cept the  second,  quietly  transferred  to  the  Company's  use 
why  bonds  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest ; 
might,  were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  the 
public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which  it  would  be 
of  little  use  to  reply.  Were  your  honourable  court  to  ques- 
tion me  upon  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums 
were  taken  for  the  Company's  benefit  at  times  in  which  the 
Company  very  much  needed  them;  that  I  either  chose  to 
conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving 
bonds  for  the  amount ;  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied 
design,  which  my  memory  could  at  this  distance  of  time 
verify ;  and  that  1  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe 
the  same  means  with  the  rest*  I  trust,  honourable -Sirs,  to 
your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  my  actions,  and 
assume  the  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a 
subject,  and  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Tour  most  faithful,  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Wakeek  Hastings. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  4. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  Sums  received  on  the  Account  of  the 
Honourable  Company  by  the  Governor- General,  or  paid 
to  their  Treasury  by  his  order,  and  applied  to  their 
service. 


1780. 
October.  The  following  sums  were  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  bonds  granted  for  the  same,  in 
the  name  of  the  governor-general,  in  whose  posses- 
sion the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each 
endorsed,  and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim 
on  the  Company  for  the  amount  either  of  principal  or 
interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  having  been  received : 
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One  bond,  dated  the  1st 

October,  1780,  No.  1539,  1,16,000  —  — 
One  bond,  dated  the  2nd 

October,  1780,  No.  1540,  1,16,000  —  — 
One  bond,  dated  the  23rd 

November,  1780,  No.      1354,     1,74,000    —    — 


November.  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  carried  to  the 
govemor-^nerars  credit  in  the  12th  page 
of  the  deposites  journal  of  1780-81,  mohurs  of  sorts, 
which  had  been  coined  in  the  mint,  and  produced,  as 
per  358  and  359  pages  of  the  Company's  general 
journal  of  1780-81, 

Gold  mohurs  ....  12,861  12  11 
or  Calcutta  siccas  .  .  .  2,05,788  14  9 
Battal6per  cent.        .        .        .    32,926      3      6 

1781. 
30  April.     Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  credited  in  the 
637th    page  of   the   Company's  general 
journal,  as  money  received  from  the  governor-ge- 
neral, on  account  of  durbar 

charges  .  .  Sicca  rupees  2,00,000  —  — 
Batta  16  per  cent.  .         .         .        32,000    —    — 


August.     Received  in  cash,  and  employed  in  defraying 
my  public  disbursements,  and  credited  in 
the  govemor-generars  accoimt  of  durbar  charges  for 
April,  1782  ...'.... 

Produce  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  governor- 
general's  letter  to  the  honourable  secret  committee, 
dated  20th  January,  1782,  and  credited  in  the  go- 
vernor-general's account  of  durbar  charges  for  April, 
1782 


Current  rupees 


4,06,000 


2,38,715    2    3 


2,32,000 


58,000 


10,30,275    1    3 
19,64,990    3    6 


Fort  "William, 
22nd  May,  1782. 


(Errors  excepted.) 

Wareen  Hastings. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  5. 

I,  William  Larkins,  do  make  oath,  and  say,  that  the 
letter  and  account,  to  which  this  affidavit  is  affixed,  were  writ- 
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ten  by  me,  at  the  request  of  the  Honourable  AVarren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  on  the  22nd  Maj,  1782,  from  rough  draucbts  writ- 
ten by  himself  in  my  presence ;  that  the  cover  of  the  letter 
was  sealed  up  by  him  in  my  presence,  and  was  then  intended 
to  be  transmitted  to  England  by  the  Lively,  when  that  vessel 
was  first  ordered  for  despatch ;  and  that  it  has  remained  closed 
until  this  day,  when  it  was  opened  for  the  express  purpose  of 
being  accompanied  by  this  affidavit. 

So  help  me  Q-od, 
Calcutta,  William  Labkins. 

16th  December,  1782. 

Sworn  this  16th  day  of  December,  1782, 
before  me,  J.  Hyde. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  6. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Honourable 

Court  of  Directors. 

Fort  William,  16  December,  1782. 

Honourable  Sies, 

The  despatch  of  the  Lively  having  been  protracted  by 
various  causes  from  time  to  time,  the  accompanying  address, 
which  was  originally  designed  and  prepared  fcr  that  despatch, 
(no  other  conveyance  since  occurring,)  has  of  course  been 
thus  long  detained.  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence ; 
but  it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  my- 
self, I  regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposes  me  to  the 
meanest  imputation  from  the  occasion,  which  the  late  parlia- 
mentary inquiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  un- 
known when  my  letter  was  written,  and  written  in  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  a  promise,  made  to  that  effect  in  a 
former  letter  to  your  honourable  committee,  dated  20th 
January  last.  However,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  such 
reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  desired  Mr.  Larkins, 
who  was  privy  to  the  whole  transaction,  to  affix  to  the  letter 
his  affidavit  of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.  I  own  I 
feel  most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  using  such  precautions  to  guard  my  reputation 
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from  dishonour. — If  I  had,  at  any  time,  possessed  that  de- 
gree of  confidence  from  my  immediate  employers,  which  they 
never  withheld  from  the  meanest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should 
have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions :  how  I  have  drawn 
on  me  a  different  treatment  I  know  not ;  it  is  sufficient,  that 
I  have  not  merited  it:  and  in  the  course  of  a  service  of 
thirty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed  in  maintaining 
the  powers,  and  discharging  the  duties,  of  the  first  office  of 
the  British  government  in  India,  that  honourable  court 
ought  to  know  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honoiu*, 
which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a  station.  If  I  wanted 
these,  they  have  afforded  me  but  too  powerful  incentives 
to  suppress  the  information,  which  I  now  convey  to  them 
through  you ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own  use  the  sums, 
which  I  have  already  passed  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy, 
and,  pardon  me  if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they 
have  passed  upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this 
kind;  and  your  own  experience  will  suggest  to  you,  that 
there  are  persons  who  would  profit  by  such  a  warning. 

Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  which  to  you,  who 
are  accustomed  to  view  business  in  an  official  and  regular 
light,  may  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  but 
a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  consideration. 

If  I  appear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by  these  transactions, 
I  resign  the  common  and  legal  securit}^  of  those,  who  commit 
crimes  or  errors.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  particular 
question,  that  may  be  put  against  myself,  upon  honour,  or 
upon  oath. 

The  sources,  from  which  these  reliefs  to  the  public  service 
have  come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to  the  Company 
publicly ;  and  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies 
created  by  the  exposition  of  your  affairs,  and  faction  in  your 
councils)  required  those  supplies. 

I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a  wrong  motive, 
from  yours  and  the  public  eye  for  ever ;  and  I  know,  that  the 
difficulties,  to  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me  for 
my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any  possible  incon- 
venience that  could  have  attended  the  concealment,  except 
the  dissatisfaction  of  my  own  mind.  These  difficulties  are 
but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suffered  in  your  service. 
Tlie  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my  surest  reward,  and  was 
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the  support  of  my  mind  in  meeting  them :  your  applause, 
and  that  of  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful,  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

WaSEEN  HASTnf€»« 


APPENDIX  B.     No.  7. 

ExTBACT  of  the  Company's  General  Letter  to  Bengal ;  dated 

the  25th  of  January,  1782. 

Par.  127.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  governor- 
general,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  relative  to  an 
unusual  tender  and  advance  of  money,  made  by  him  to  the 
council,  as  entered  on  your  consultation  of  the  26th  of  June, 
for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  Company  from  the  ex- 
traordinary charge,  which  might  be  incurred  by  supplying 
the  detachment  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  in  the 
invasion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions,  which  lay  beyond  the 
district  of  Gohud ;  and  thereby  drawing  the  attention  of 
Mhadjee  Scindia  (to  whom  the  country  appertained)  from 
General  Goddard,  while  the  General  was  employed  in  the 
reduction  of  Bassein,  and  in  securing  the  conquests  made  in 
the  Guzerat  country ;  and  also  respecting  the  sum  of  three 
lacks  of  rupees  advanced  by  the  governor-general  for  the  use 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Chimnajee  Boosla  with- 
out the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  council ;  with  the  rea- 
sons for  taking  these  extraordinary  steps,  under  the  circum- 
stances stated  in  his  letter. 

128.  In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  transactions,  we  readily 
conceive,  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  council  the  governor- 
general  might  be  induced  to  temporary  secrecy  respectingx 
the  members  of  the  board,  not  only  because  he  might  be  ap- 
prehensive of  opposition  to  the  proposed  application  of  the 
money,  but  perhaps,  because  doubts  might  have  arisen  con- 
cerning the  propriety  of  appropriating  it  to  the  Company's 
use,  on  any  account ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there 
could  be  any  real  necessity  for  delaying  to  communicate  to 
us  immediate  information  of  the  channel  by  which  the  money 
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came  into  hit  posaeaaion,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the 
cause  or  causes  of  eo  extraortiiiiary  ail  eveut. 

129.  Circumstanced  as  affaire  were  at  the  moment,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  govemop-general  had  the  measure  much  at 
beart,  and  judged  it  absolutely  necessary.  The  meane  pro- 
posed of  defraying  the  extra  expense  were  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive,  must  have  come  into 
his  hands  by  an  unusual  channel:  and  wlien  more  complete 
information  cornea  before  ua,  we  shall  give  our  sentiments 
fuUy  upon  the  whole  transaction. 

130.  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the  Company's  money 
to  the  army  of  Chimnnjee  Boosla  by  the  sole  authority  of  the 
goremor-general,  he  linew,  that  it  was  entirely  at  hia  own 
risk,  and  he  has  taken  the  responaihillty  upon  himself; 
nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could  warrant  the 

■'■        '     toffdlpr     "    "       ' 


inything  short  of  full  proof  of  such  neces- 
sity, and  of  the  propriety  and  utility  ol  the  extraordinary 
step  taken  on  the  occasion,  entitle  the  governor-general  to 
the  approbation  of  the  court  of  direetora ;  and  therefore,  as 
in  the  former  instance  relative  to  the  sum  advanced  and  paid 
into  our  treasury,  we  must  also,  for  the  present,  suspend  our 
judgment  respecting  the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army: 
',  without  approving  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding; 
e  our  governor-general  for  this  transaction.  ' 
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EXTfiACT  of  Bengal  Secret  Consultations, 
the  9th  January,  1781. 

The  following  letter  irom  the  governor-general  having 
been  circulated,  and  the  request  therein  made  complied  with, 
'OH  order  on  the  treaaury  passed  accordingly. 

HoNOUBABLE  Sia  AND  Sirs, 

Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  the  sura  of  three  lacks 

sicca  rupees  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  having 
been  advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  I  request  the  same 
may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  ioUowing  manner : — a  bond  to 
be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  second  loan,  bearii^ 


APPEin)IX  TO  THE  ELEVENTH  HEPOET. 


219 


date  from  the  Ist  of  October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees : 
a  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  first  loan, 
bearing  date  from  the  1st  October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca 
rupees :  a  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  the  first 
loan,  bearing  date  from  the  2nd  October,  for  one  lack  of  sicca 
rupees. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  "Wabeen  Hastings. 
Fort  William, 
5th  January,  1781. 


APPENDIX  B.   No.  9. 

An  Account  of  Bonds  granted  to  the  Governor- G-eneral, 
from  1st  January,  1779,  to  31st  May,  1782,  with  Interest 
paid  or  credited  thereon. 


When  paid  into  the 
Treasury. 


23rd  November,  1780 
15th  December  .  . 
15th  January,  1781  . 

Do 

Do 

17th  March  .  .  . 
8th  May,  1782  .  . 
Do 

CRs. 


Sum. 


CRs. 

1,74,000 

69,600 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

50,000 

20,000 

15,000 


6,76,600 


Date  of  Bond. 


23rd  November,  1780 
15th  December  .  . 
1st  October,  1780      . 

2nd  Do 

Ist  Do 

17th  March,  1781  . 
15th  September,  1781 
8th  December,  1781 


Rate  of 
Interest. 


at  8  per  cent. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

4  per  cent. 
Do. 

8  per  cent. 
Do. 


There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  interest  paid  on  the 
above  Bonds  to  31st  May,  1782,  the  last  accounts  re- 
ceived. In  the  Interest  Books  1780-81,  the  last  received, 
the  governor-general  has  credit  for  interest  on  the  first  six 
to  April,  1781,  to  the  amount  of  CEs.  21,964.  12.  8. 

(Errors  excepted.) 

JoHiT  Annts, 
Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts. 
East-India  House, 
5th  June,  1788. 


ARTICLES 


OF  CHARGE  OF  HIGH  CRIMES  AND  MISDEMEANOURS, 

AOAIK8T 

WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQUIRE, 

LATE  GOVEIINOR.OENERAL  OF  BBMOAU 

Presented  to  the  Home  of  Commons  upon  the  4.th  day  of  April,  1786. 


I.    EOHILLA  WAR 


That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East-India  Company, 
from  a  just  sense  of  the  danger  and  odium  incident  to  the 
extension  of  their  conquests  in  the  East  Indies,  and  from  an 
experience  of  the  disorders  and  corrupt  practices,  which  in- 
trigues and  negotiations  to  bring  about  revolutions  among 
the  country  powers  had  produced,  did  positively  and  repeat- 
edly direct  their  servants  in  Bengal  not  to  engage  in  any 
offensive  war  whatsoever : — that  the  said  court  laid  it  down 
ns  an  invariable  maxim,  which  ought  ever  to  be  maintained^ 
that  they  were  to  avoid  taking  part  in  the  political  schemes  of 
any  of  the  country  princes ;  and  did,  in  particular,  order  and 
direct,  that  they  should  not  engage  with  a  certain  prince 
called  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  vizier  of  the 
empire,  in  any  operations  beyond  certain  limits  in  the  said 
orders  specially  described. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  then  governor  of  Port  "Wil- 
liam in  Bengal,  did,  with  other  members  of  the  council,  de- 
clare his  clear  understanding  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  said  positive  and  repeated  orders  and  injunctions ; — did 
express  to  the  court  of  directors  his  approbation  of  the  policy 
thereof; — did  declare,  that  he  adopted  the  same  with  sin' 
cerity  and  satisfaction,  and  that  he  was  too  well  aware  of  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  all  schemes  of  conquest  ever  to  adopt  them^ 
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or  ever  to  depart  from  the  absolute  line  of  self-defence^  unless 
impelled  to  it  by  the  most  obvious  necessity ; — did  signify  to 
the  Nabob  of  Oude  the  said  orders,  and  his  obligation  to 
yield  punctual  obedience  thereto ;  and  did  solemnly  engage 
and  promise  to  the  court  of  directors,  with  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  the  whole  council,  "  that  no  object  or  con- 
sideration should  either  tempt  or  compel  him  to  pass  the 
Eolitical  line,  which  they  (the  directors)  had  laid  down  for 
is  operations  with  the  vizier ;"  assuring  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, that  he  "  scarce  saw  a  possible  advantage,  which  could 
compensate  the  hazard  and  expense  to  be  incurred  by  a  con- 
trary conduct:'* — that  he  did  frequently  repeat  the  same 
declarations,  or  declarations  to  the  same  effect,  particularly 
in  a  letter  to  the  Nabob  himself  of  the  22nd  of  November, 
1773,  in  the  following  words :  "  The  commands  of  my  su- 
periors are,  as  I  have  repeatedly  informed  you,  peremptory, 
that  I  shall  not  suffer  their  arms  to  be  carried  beyond  the 
line  of  their  own  boundaries,  and  those  of  your  Excellency 
their  ally." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  said  orders,  and  to  his  own  sense  of  their  propriety  and 
coercive  authority,  and  in  breach  of  his  express  promises  and 
engagements,  did,  in  September,  1773,  enter  into  a  private 
engagement  with  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude,  who  was  the 
special  object  of  the  prohibition,  to  furnish  him,  for  a  stipu- 
lated sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  East-India  Company, 
with  a  body  of  troops  for  the  declared  purpose  of  "  thoroughly 
extirpating  the  nation  of  the  Rohillas;'* — a  nation,  from 
whom  the  Company  had  never  received,  or  pretended  to  re- 
ceive, or  apprehend,  any  injury  whatsoever ;  whose  country, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1773,  by  an  unanimous  resolution 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  was  included 
in  the  line  of  defence  against  the  Mahrattas,  and  from  whom 
the  Nabob  never  complained  of  an  aggression  or  act  of 
hostility,  nor  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel,  other 
than  the  non-payment  of  a  sum  of  money  in  dispute  between 
him  and  that  people. 

That  supposing  the  sum  of  money  in  question  to  have 
been  strictly  due  to  the  said  Nabob  by  virtue  of  any  engage- 
ment between  him  and  the  Eohilla  chiefs,  the  !l^st-India 
Company,  or  their  representatives,  were  not  parties  to  that 
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^^Bngagenient,  or  guarantees  tbereof,  nor  bound  by  any  obliga- 
^^Kon  «-batever  to  enforce  tbe  execution  of  it. 
^^■^  Tbat,  previoua  to  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings's  entering 
into  the  agreement  or  barg^n  aforeeoid  to  extirpate  the  said 
nation,  he  did  not  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due  inquiry 
into  tbe  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  the  said  Nabob ; 
nor  did  ho  give  notice  of  tbe  eaid  claims  of  debt  to  the  na- 
tion of  the  Hobilka,  in  order  to  receive  an  esplanation  on 
their  part  of  the  matter  in  litigation,  nor  did  lie  offer  any 
mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford  an  opportujiitj  of  propos- 
ing, an  agreement  or  aubmission,  by  which  the  calamities  of 
war  might  be  avoided ;  as,  by  tbe  high  state  in  which  the 
East-India  Company  stood  as  a  aovereign  power  in  the  East, 
and  the  honour  and  character  it  ought  to  maintain,  as  well 
as  by  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity,  and  by  the 
true  and  obvious  policy  of  uniting  the  power  of  the  Maho- 
metan princes  against  the  Mahrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do : 
— that,  instead  of  such  previous  inguirj^,  or  tender  of  good 
olEces,  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings  did  stimulate  the  ambition 
and  ferocity  of  the  Knbob  of  Oude  to  the  full  completion  of 
the  inhuman  end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprise,  by  in- 
forming him,  "  that  it  would  he  absolutely  necessary  to  per- 
severe in  it  untU  it  should  be  accomplished;"  pretending, 
tbat  a  fear  of  the  Company's  displeasure  was  his  motive  for 
annexing  the  accomplisoment  of  the  enterprise  as  a  condition 
of  hia  assistance,  and  asserting,  "  that  he  could  not  hazard  or 
answer  for  the  diapleaaure  of  the  Company,  his  masters,  if 
they  should  find  themselves  involved  in  sifruitless  war,  or  in 
an  expense  for  prosecuting  it ;" — a  pretence  tending  to  the 
high  dishonour  of  the  Eaat-India  Company,  as  if  the  gain  to 
be  acquired  was  to  reconcile  that  body  to  the  breach  of  their 
own  orders  prohibiting  all  such  enterprises. — And  in  order 
further  to  involve  the  aaid  Nabob  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
treating, he  did,  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  jmrposely 
pnt  the  said  Nabob  under  difficulties  in  case  be  should  de- 
cline that  war,  and  did  oblige  him  to  accept  even  the  per- 
mission to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this  unjust  project  aa 
&  favour,  and  Co  make  concessions  for  it ;  thereby  acting  as  if 
the  Company  were  principals  in  the  hostility ;  and  employing 
for  this  purpose  much  double-dealing,  and  divers  unworthy 
artificer,  to  entangle  and  perplex  the  said  Nabob,  bnt  ty"  \j 


means  of  which  he  found  himself  (na  he  has  entered  it  on  re- 
cord) hampered  and  embarraasr,d  in  a  particular  mi 

That  the  said  compact  for  ofri?nBive  alHunce  in  favour  of  % 
great  prince,  against  a  considerable  nation,  was  not  carried 
on  by  projects  and  counter-projects  in  w-riting;  nor  were 
the  articles  and  conditions  thereof  formed  into  any  regular 
written  instrument,  signed  and  sealed  by  the  parties ;  but 
the  whole  (both  the  negotiation  and  the  compact  of  offen- 
sive alliance  against  the  Rohillas)  vaa  a  mere  verbal  en- 
gagement, the  purport  and  conventions  whereof  nowhere 
appeared,  except  in  subsequent  correspondences  in  which 
certain  of  the  articles,  as  they  were  stated  by  the  sevend 
partieH,  did  materially  ditfer ;- — a  proceeding  new  and  nnpre- 
cedented,  and  directly  leading  to  mutual  rolsconBtruction, 
evasion,  and  ill  faith,  and  tending  to  encourage  and  protect 
every  Bpecies  of  corrupt,  clandestine  practice  r — that,  at  the 
time  when  this  private  verbal  agreement  was  made  by  the 
said  Warren  liaatings  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  a  public 
osteneible  treaty  was  concluded  by  him  with  the  said  Nabob, 
in  which  there  is  no  mention  whatever  of  such  agreement, 
or  reference  whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omission  it 
\»  asserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  the  tnultipliea- 
lion  of  treaties  weaken*  their  efficaci/,  and  therefore  iHei/ 
should  be  reserved  only  for  very  important  and  permanent  oS- 
ligations ;  uotwith standing  he  had  previously  declared  to  the 
said  Nabob,  "  that  the  points,  which  ho  had  proposed,  re- 
quired much  consideration,  and  the  previous  ratification  of  a 
torma!  agreement  before  he  could  consent  to  them." — That 
the  whole  of  the  said  verbal  agreement  with  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  in  his  own  person,  without  any  assistance  on  his  part, 
was  carried  on  and  concluded  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
alone,  without  any  person  who  might  witness  the  same; 
without  the  intervention  even  of  an  interpreter,  though  he 
confesses,  that  be  spoke  the  Hiiidostan  language  imperfectly^ 
and  although  he  haJl  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  several 
persons  high  in  the  Company's  service  and  confidence, 
namely,  the  commander-in-chief  of  their  forces,  two  mem- 
bers of  their  council,  and  the  secretary  to  the  council,  who 
were  not  otherwise  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  between 
him  and  the  said  Nabob,  than  by  such  communications  as 
he  thought  €t  to  make  to  them. 
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That  the  object  avowed  by  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  and 
the  motives  urged  by  him  for  employing  the  British  armB  in 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Boliilla  nation,  are  stated  by 
hiniBflf  in  the  followinjff  term  a :  "the  acquisition  of  forty 
lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Company,  and  of  ao  much  Bpeciea 
added  to  tlie  eihauated  currency  of  our  provinces  ; — ttiat  it 
would  give  wealth  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  of  which  w  should 

rtieipate ; — timt  the  said  Warren  Hastings  should  always 
reaay  to  profesa,  that  he  did  reckon  the  probable  acqui- 
eitioD  01  wealth  among  his  reasons  for  taking  up  arms  against 
bis  neighbours  ; — t1iat  it  would  ease  the  Company  of  a  con- 
Aiderable  part  of  their  military  eipenae,  and  preserve  their 
.Iroaps  from  inaction  and  relaxation  of  discipline  ; — that  the 
weak  state  of  the  Bohillos  promised  an  easy  conquest  of 
them  ; — and,  linaUy,  that  such  was  hia  idea  of  the  Company's 
distress  at  home,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  their  wants 
abroad,  that  he  should  have  been  glad  of  aw/  occaaion  to 
employ  their  forces,  which  saved  so  much  of  their  pay  and 
expenses." 

That,  in  the  private  verba!  agreement  aforesaid  for  of- 
feniitve  war,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transgress  the 
bounds  of  the  authority  given  him  by  hia  instructions  trom 
the  council  of  Fort  William,  which  had  limited  Lis  powers 
to  such  compacts  "  as  were  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Company's  orders ;"  which  council  he  afterwards  persuaded, 
and  with  difficulty  drew  into  an  acquiescence  in  what  he 
had  done. 

That  the  agreement  to  the  effect  aforesaid  was  settled  in 
the  said  secret  conferences,  before  the  10th  of  September, 
1773 ;  but  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  concealing  from  the 
court  of  directors  a  matter,  of  which  it  was  his  duty  to  afford 
thcmthe  earliest  and  fullest  information,  did,  ontheeoidlOth 
of  September,  1773,  write  to  the  directors,  and  despatched 
his  letter  over-land,  giving  them  an  account  of  the  public 
treaty,  but  taking  not  the  least  notice  of  hia  agreement  for 
a  mercenary  war  against  the  nation  of  the  liohillas. 

That,  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  of  the  said 
clandestine  agreement  the  more  effectunJIy,  and  until  be 
should  find  means  of  gaining  over  the  rest  of  the  council  to 
a  concurrence  in  hia  disobedience  of  orders,  he  entered  a 
minute  in  the  council  books,  giving  a  false  account  of  H^ 
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transaction ;  in  which  minute  he  represented,  that  the  Nabob 
tad  indeed  proposed  the  design  albresaid,  and  that  he  (the 
said  Warren  Hastings)  was  pleased,  that  he  urged  the  scheme 
of  this  expedition  wo/wrMer,  when-in  reality  and  "truth  he  had 
absolutely  consented  to  the  said  enterprise,  and  had  engaged 
to  assist  him  in  it,  (which  he  afterwards  admitted,)  and  con- 
fessed, that  he  did  act  in  consequence  of  the  same. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council  were 
sensible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  enterprise,  in  which  they 
had  engaged  the  Company's  arms,  and  of  the  heavy  respon- 
sibility, to  which  it  would  subject  himself  and  the  council, 
"  the  personal  hazard  they,  the  council,  run,  in  undertaking 
so  uncommon  a  measure  without  positive  instructions,  at  their 
own  risk,  with  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  on  the  affairs  of 
the  Company,  and  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  almost 
every  man  in  England  iiiflamed  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Company,  and  the  character  of  its  servants;" — yet  they 
engaged  in  the  very  practice,  which  had  brought  such  odium 
on  the  Company,  and  on  the  character  of  its  servants,  though 
they  further  say,  that  they  had  continually  before  their  eyes 
the  dread  of  forfeiting  the  favour  of  their  employers,  and  be- 
coming the  "  objects  oi popular  invectives."  The  said  War- 
ren Hastings  himself  says,  at  the  very  time  when  he  pro- 
posed the  measure,  "  I  must  confess,  I  entertain  some  doubts 
as  to  its  expediency  at  this  time,  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  Company  at  home  exposed  to  popular  clamour,  and  all  its 
measures  liable  to  be  canvassed  in.  parliament ;  their  charter 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  his  Majesty's  ministers  unquestion- 
ably ready  to  take  advantage  of  every  unfavourable  circum- 
stance in  the  negotiations  of  its  renewal."  All  these  con- 
siderations did  not  prevent  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from 
making  and  carrying  into  execution  the  said  mercenary 
agreement  for  a  sum  of  money,  the  pajrment  of  which  the 
Nabob  endeavoured  to  evade  on  a  construction  of  the  verbal 
treaty ;  and  was  so  far  from  being  insisted  on,  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  hj  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  when,  after 
the  completion  of  the  service,  the  commander-in-chief  was 
directed  to  make  a  demand  of  the  money,  the  agent  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  same  time  assured  the  Nabob, 
"  that  the  demand  was  nothing  more  than  matter  of  form, 
common,  and  even  necessary  in  all  public  transactions ;  and 
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that,  althonzh  the  board  od  d  he  govem- 

ineiit  literally  due,  it  mt  not  intentioa  of  the  adminie- 

tration  to  preaoribB  to  hu  Bti  ?y  the  taade  or  even  timUi 

of  payment."'   Nop  wm  any  of  the  money  recovered 

until  the  eetaoliahment  of  the  gv  'rnor-general  and  council 
r  Bct  of  pariismeBt,  and  their  i  termination  to  withdraw 
le  brigade  from  the  Nabob'B  i  rice :  the  resident  at  hi« 
court,  appointed  by  the  aaid  arrcn  Haetingx,  havinf; 
written,  thai  he  kaa  saMrtoNOMl  inch  duplicUt/  and  deceit 
in  moMt  ef  hit  trmuaettotu  leiA  liis  Excellency ;  and  tlie 
said  Nabob  and  bia  auooenon  filS  ig  buck  in  other  payments 
in  the  aame  or  ereater  proporti  i,  as  he  advanced  in  the 
payment  of  thia  debt }  the  oonaidB  ,tion  of  lucre  to  the  Com- 
pany, tl^e  declared  motare  to  *■-•  is  ahamefiil  transaction, 
totally  failed,  and  no  money  in  ;ct  and  sabHtaoce  (oa  fur 
aa  b^  any  account  to  be  de]  d  on  appear)  baa  been 

obtained. 

That  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  conaecguc'nce  of  the 
said  agreemeat,  and  vith  the  aaiist^inae  of  British  troops, 
which  were  ordered  to  march,  and  suhjected  to  his  disposal 
by  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  and  Ihi'  eoiinoil,  imjuatly  enter 
into  and  invade  the  country  of  thi-  KohJIlas,  and  did  there 
make  war  in  a  barbarous  and  inhaniiin  ni:mner,  "  by  an  abuse 
of  Tictory;"  "by  the  unneceaaary  destruction  of  the  coun- 
"  "by  a  wanton  display  of  Tiolence  and  oppreasion,  of 
manity  and  cruelty;  and  "by  theaiiiideneipiilaionanil 
casting  down  of  a  whole  race  of  people,  to  whom  tba  alight- 
est  benevolence  was  denied."  When  ■prsjet  waa  audenot 
to  dishonour  the  be^um  (a  princess  of  great  raok,  wbne 
husband  had  bees  killed  in  battle)  and  other  women  by' 
dragging  them  about  the  country,  to  he  haded  mA  &e  "^Sff^  7 
the  Nabab^i  rabble,  and  otherwiie  itill  wont  tued,  the  Stbm 
refused  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  a  British  oomminder- 
in-cbief  in  their  favour ;  and  the  said  women  of  hi^  imk 
were  exposed  not  only  to  the  vilest  personal  indignitiM^  hut 
even  to  absolute  wabt ;  and  theae  transactiona  heina  bf 
Colonel  Champion  communicated  to  the  said  Warren  Bait- 
ings, instead  of  commendations  for  his  intelligenaft,  nd 
orders  to  redress  the  said  evils,  and  to  prevent  the  lue  tl 
future  by  means  which  were  suggested,  and  which  ^ijgear  to 
have  been  proper  and  feasible,  be  received  a  iqpinuna  floa 
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the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  who  declared,  that  we  had  no 
authority  to  control  the  conduct  of  the  vizier  in  the  treat- 
ment of  his  subjects :  and  that  Colonel  Champion  desisted 
from  making  ftirther  representations  on  this  subject  to  the 
Baid  Warre/Hastings,  bLg  apprehensive  of  ha^  already 
run  some  risk  of  displeasing  by  perhaps  a  too  free  communi- 
cation of  sentiments. — That,  in  consequence  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  the  eminent  families  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Eohilla  nation  were  either  cut  off  or  banished,  and  their 
wives  and  offspring  reduced  to  utter  ruin,  but  the  country 
itself,  heretofore  distinguished  above  all  others  for  the  extent 
of  its  cultivation,  as  a  garden,  not  having  one  spot  in  it  of 
uncultivated  ground,  and  from  being  in  tlie  most  flourishing 
state  that  a  country  could  he,  was  by  the  inhuman  mdde  of 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  ill  government  during  the  con- 
sequent usurpation,  reduced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and 
depopulation,  in  which  it  still  remains. 

That  the  East-India  Company,  having  had  reason  to  con- 
ceive, that,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  corrupt  transac- 
tions, their  servants  in  India  had  made  unfair,  mutilated, 
and  garbled  communications  of  correspondence,  and  some- 
times had  wholly  withheld  the  same,  made  an  order  in  their 
letter  of  the  23rd  of  March,  1770,  in  the  following  tenor : — 
"  The  governor  singly  shall  correspond  with  the  country 
powers ;  but  all  letters,  before  they  shall  be  by  him  sent, 
must  be  communicated  to  the  other  members  of  the  select 
committee,  and  receive  their  approbatipn  ;  and  also  all  let- 
ters whatsoever,  which  may  be  received  by  the  governor,  in 
answer  to  or  in  course  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise  be 
laid  before  the  said  select  committee  for  their  ioformation 
and  consideration.'* — ^And  that  in  their  instructions  to  their 
governor-general  and  council,  dated  30th  March,  1774,  they 
did  repeat  their  orders  to  the  same  purpose  and  effect. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  obey,  as  in  duty 
he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said  standing  orders ;  nor  did  com- 
municate all  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
Company's  agent  at  the  court  of  the  Soubah  of  Oude,  or 
with  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Com- 
pany's forces  in  the  Eohilla  war,  to  the  select  committee  ; 
and  when  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  25th  of  October, 
1774,  he  was  required  by  the  majority  of  the  council  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  act  of  parliament  of  1773,  whose  opinion  was 
by  the  sajd  act  directed  to  be  taken  as  the  act  of  the  whole 
council,  to  produce  all  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  and  Colonel  Champion  for  the  direction  of  their  future 
proceedings  relative  to  the  obscure,  intricate,  and  critical 
transaction  aforesaid,  he  did  positively  and  pertinaciously 
refuse  to  deliver  any  other  than  such  parts  of  the  said  cor- 
respondence as  he  thought  convenient ;  covering,  his  said 
illegal  refusal  under  general  vague  pretences  of  secrecy  and 
danger  from  the  communication ;  although  the  said  order 
and  instruction  of  the  court  of  directors  above  mentioned 
was  urged  to  him,  and  although  it  was  represented  to  him 
by  the  said  council,  that  they,  as  well  as  he,  were  bound  by 
an  oath  of  secrecy  ;  which  refusal  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  (orders  specially,  and  on  weighty  grounds 
of  experience,  pointed  to  cases  of  this  very  nature)  gave  rise 
to  much  jealousy,  and  excited  great  suspicions  relative  to 
the  motives  and  grounds  on  which  the  Rohilla  war  had  been 
undertaken. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  grounds  alleged  in 
his  justification  of  his  refusal  to  communicate  to  his  col- 
leagues in  the  superior  council  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  Company's  resident  at  Oude,  was  guilty  of  a 
new  offence ;  arrogating  to  himself  unprecedentea  and  dan- 
gerous powers,  on  principles  utterly  subversive  of  all  order 
and  discipline  in  service,  and  introductory  to  corrupt  confe- 
deracies and  disobedience  among  the  Company's  servants ; 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  insisting,  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
Company's  covenanted  servant,  the  public  resident  for  trans- 
acting the  Company's  affairs  at  the  court  of  the  Soubah  of 
Oude,  and  as  such  receiving  from  the  Company  a  salary  for 
liis  service,  was  no  other  than  the  official  agent  of  him  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  such,  he  was  not 
obliged  to  communicate  his  correspondence. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  and  afterwards  a  general  court 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  East-India  Company,  although  the 
latter  showed  favourable  dispositions  towards  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  and  expressed  (but  without  assigning  any 
ground  or  reason)  the  highest  opinion  of  his  services  and  in- 
tegrity, did  unanimously  condemn  (along  with  his  conduct 
relative  to  the  liohilla  treaty  and  war)  his  refusal  to  com- 
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municate  his  whole  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton  to 
the  superior  council ;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  and  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  general  court  of  the  said  East-India  Company, 
as  well  as  the  precedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  m- 
rectors,  and  the  injunctions  of  an  act  of  parliament,  has, 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  never  made  any  communica- 
tion of  the  whole  of  his  correspondence  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  to  the  court  of  directors. 


II.     SHAW  ALLUM. 


That,  in  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  the  16th  of 
August,  1765,  between  the  East-India  Company  and  the  late 
Nabob  of  Oude,  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  highly  approved  of, 
confirmed,  and  ratified  by  the  said  Company,  it  is  agreed, 
"  that  the  king  Shaw  Allum  shall  remain  in  full  possession 
of  Corah,  and  such  part  of  the  province  of  Illiabad  as  he 
now  possesses,  which  are  ceded  to  his  Majesty  as  a  royal 
demesne  for  the  support  of  his  dignity  and  expenses." — 
That,  in  a  separate  agreement,  concluded  at  the  same  time 
between  the  king  Shaw  Allum  and  the  then  subadar  of 
Bengal,  under  the  immediate  security  and  guarantee  of  the 
English  Company,  the  faith  of  the  (Jompany  was  pledged  to 
the  said  king  for  the  annual  payment  of  twenty-six  lacks  of 
rupees  for  his  support  out  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  and 
that  the  said  Company  did  then  receive  from  the  said  king 
a  grant  of  the  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orissa,  on  the  express  condition  of  their  being  security 
for  the  annual  payment  above  mentioned ; — that  the  East- 
India  Company  nave  held,  and  continue  to  hold  the  dewanny 
so  granted,  and  for  some  years  have  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions on  which  they  accepted  of  the  grant  thereof;  and 
have  at  all  times  acknowledged,  that  they  held  the  dewanny 
in  virtue  of  the  MoguCs  grants, — That  the  said  court  of  di- 
rectors, in  their  letter  of  the  30th  June,  1769,  to  Bengal, 
declared,  "  that  they  esteemed  themselves  bound  by  treaty 
to  protect  the  king's  person,  and  to  secure  him  the  possession 
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of  tlic  Cornii  iind  Blaliabad  districta ;"  and,  auppoeing  an 
agreement  should  be  made  respecting  these  provinces  be- 
tween the  king  and  Shuja  til  Dowla,  the  directors  then  said, 
"  that  they  Bhould  bo  Buhjcct  to  no  further  claim  or  requisi- 
tion from  the  king,  excepting  for  the  stipulated  tribute  for 
Bengal,  which  they  (the  governor  and  council)  were  to  pay 
to  his  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in  such  manner  as  he  might 
direct." 

That  in  the  year  1772  the  king  Shaw  Allum,  who  had 
hitherto  resided  at  Allahabad,  trusting  to  engagements  which 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  Malirattaa,  quitted  that  place 
and  removed  to  Delhi ;  but,  having  soon  quorreUed  with 
those  people,  and  afterwards  bemg  taken  prisoner,  had  been 
treated  by  them  with  very  great  disrespect  and  cruelty ; — 
that  among  other  instances  of  their  abuse  of  their  immedi- 
ate power  over  him,  the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
in  their  letter  of  the  16th  of  August,  1773,  inform  the  court 
of  directors,  that  he  had  been  compelled,  mhile  a  priioner  in 
their  hands,  to  grant  sunnuda  for  the  mrrender  of  Corah  and 
niiabad  to  them ;  and  it  appears  from  sundry  other  minutes 
of  their  own,  that  the  swd  governor  and  council  did  at  all 
times  consider  the  surrender  above  mentioned  as  extorted 
from  the  king,  and  unquestionably  an  act  of  violence,  which 
could  not  alienate  or  impair  his  right  to  those  provinces ; 
and  that  when  they  took  posaeasion  thereof  it  was  at  the 
request  of  the  king's  naib,  or  viceroy,  who  put  them  uader 
the  council's  protection ;  that  on  this  footing  they  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  and  for 
some  time  considered  by  them  as  a  deposit  committed  to  their 
care  by  a  prince,  to  whom  the  possession  thereof  was  par- 
ticularly guaranteed  by  the  East-India  Company. — In  tneir 
letter  of  the  1st  of  March,  1773,  they  (the  said  "Warren 
Hastings  and  his  council)  say,  "  In  no  shape  can  this  com- 
pulsory cession  by  the  king  release  us  from  the  obligation 
we  are  under  to  defend  the  provinces,  which  we  have  so 
particularly  guaranteed  to  him."  But  it  appears,  that  they 
soon  adopted  other  ideas,  and  assumed  other  principles  con- 
cerning this  object.  In  the  instructions,  dated  the  28rd  of 
June,  1773,  which  the  council  of  Fort  William  gave  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to  his  interview  with  the 
Nabob  Shuja  ul  Dowla  at  Benares,  they  say,  that  "ybih 
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the  king  continued  at  Delhi,  whither  he  proceeded  in  op- 
position to  their  most  strenuous  remonstrances,  they  should 
certainly  consider  the  engagements  between  him  and  the 
Company  as  dissolved  by  hisdienation  from  them  and  their 
interest ;  that  the  possession  of  so  remote  a  country  could 
never  be  expected  to  yield  any  profit  to  the  Company,  and 
the  defence  of  it  must  require  a  perpetual  aid  of  their 
forces;"  yet  in  the  same  instructions  they  declare  their 
opinion,  that,  "  if  the  king  should  make  overtures  to  renew 
his  former  connexion,  his  right  to  reclaim  the  districts  of 
Corah  and  Illiabad  could  not  with  propriety  be  disputed;  " 
and  they  authorize  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  restore  them 
to  him  on  condition,  that  he  should  renounce  his  claim  to  the 
annual  tribute  of  twenty-six  lacks  of  rupees^  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  to  the  arrears  which  might  be  due ; — thereby 
acknowledging  the  justice  of  a  claim,  which  they  determined 
not  to  comply  with  but  in  return  for  the  surrender  of 
another  equally  valid ; — that,  nevertheless,  in  the  treaty  con- 
eluded  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla  on 
the  7th  of  September,  1773,  it  is  asserted,  that  his  Majesty 
(meaning  the  king  Shaw  Allum)  "  having  abandoned  the  dis- 
tricts of  Corah  and  Illiabad,  and  given  a  sunnud  for  Corah 
and  Currah  to  the  Mahrattas,  had  thereby  forfeited  his  right 
to  the  said  districts,"  although  it  was  well  known  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  had  been  so  stated  by  him  to 
the  court  of  directors,  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the 
king  had  been  extorted  from  him  by  violence,  while  he  was 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  although  it 
was  equally  well  known  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1765,  which 
could  restrain  the  king  from  changing  the  place  of  his  re- 
sidence, consequently  that  his  removal  to  Delhi  could  not 
occasion  a  forfeiture  of  his  right  to  the  provinces  secured  to 
him  by  that  treaty. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  the  report,  which  he 
made  of  his  interview  and  negotiations  with  Shujah  ul  Dowla, 
dated  the  4th  of  October,  1773,  declared,  "that  the  ad- 
ministration would  have  been  culpable  in  the  highest  degree 
in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and  Illiabad /or  any  other 
purpose  than  that  of  making  an  advantage  by  the  disposal  of 
them^^  and  therefore  he  had  ceded  them  to  the  vizier  for  fifty 
lacks  of  rupees,  a  measure,  for  which  he  had  no  authority 
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whatever' from  the  king  Shaw  Allum,  and  in  the  execution  of 
which  no  reserve  whatever  was  made  in  favour  of  the  rights 
of  tlmt  prince,  nor  any  care  taken  of  his  interests. 

Til  at  the  sale  of  these  provinces  to  Suja  Dowla  inyolved 
the  East-India  Company  m  a  triple  breach  of  justice,  since 
by  tho  same  act  they  violated  a  treaty,  they  sold  the  property 
of  anotlier,  and  they  alienated  a  deposit  committed  to  their 
friendship  and  good  faith,  and  as  such  accepted  by  them;— 
that  a  measure  of  this  nature  is  not  to  be  defended  on  motiyes 
of  policy  and  convenience,  supposing  such  motives  to  have 
existed,  without  a  total  loss  of  public  honour,  and  shaking  ^1 
security  in  the  faith  of  treaties ;  but  that  in  reality  the 
pretences  urged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  selling  the 
king's  country  to  Suja  Dowla  were  false  and  invalid.^It 
could  not  strengthen  our  alliance  with  Sujah  ul  Dowla; 
since,  paying  a  price  for  a  purchase,  he  received  no  favour, 
and  incurred  no  obligation.  It  did  not  free  the  Company 
from  all  the  dangers  attending  either  a  remote  property  or 
a  remote  connexion ;  since,  the  moment  the  country  in 
question  became  part  of  Suja  Dowla' s  dominions,  it  was  in- 
cluded in  the  Company's  former  guarantee  of  those  do- 
minions, and  in  case  of  invasion  the  Company  were  obliged  to 
8om\  ])art  of  their  army  to  defend  it  at  the  requisition  of  the 
said  Suja  Dowla;  and  if  the  remote  situation  of  those  pro- 
vinces made  tho  defence  of  them  difficult  and  dangerous, 
much  more  was  it  a  difficult  and  dangerous  enterprise  to 
engap:e  the  Company's  force  in  an  attack  and  invasion  of 
the  Kohillas,  whose  country  lay  at  a  much  greater  dis- 
tance from  the  Company's  frontier;  which,  nevertheless,  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings  agreed  to,  and  undertook  at  the  very 
time,  when,  imder  pretence  of  the  difficulty  of  defending 
Corah  and  Illiabad,  he  sold  those  provinces  to  Suja  Dowla. 
It  did  not  relieve  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  de- 
fending the  country,  since  the  revenues  thereof  far  exceed- 
ed the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  Suja  Dowla,  and  these  re- 
venues justly  belonged  to  the  Company  as  long  as  the 
country  continued  under  their  protection,  and  would  have 
answered  the  expense  of  defending  it. — Finally,  that  the 
sum  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  stipulated  with  the  said  Suja 
Dowla,  was  inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  country,  the 
annual  revenues  of  which  were  stated  at  twenty-five  lacks  of 
rupees,  which  General  Sir  Kobert  Barker,  then  commander- 
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in-chief  of  the  Company's  forces,  affirms  W€U  certain,  and  too 
generally  k/iown  to  admit  of  a  doubt. 

That  the  king  Shaw  AUum  received  for  some  years  the 
annual  tribute  of  twenty-six  lacks  of  rupees  above  mentioned, 
and  was  entitled  to  continue  to  receive  it  by  virtue  of  an 
engagement  deliberately,  and  for  an  adequate  consideration, 
entered  into  with  him  by  the  Company's  servants,  and  ap- 
proved of  and  ratified  by  the  Company  themselves ; — that 
this  engagement  was  absolute  and  unconditional,  and  did 
neither  express,  nor>  suppose,  any  case,  in  which  the  said 
king  should  forfeit,  or  the  Company  should  have  a  right  to 
resume,  the  tribute ; — that,  nevertheless,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  and  his  council,  immediately  after  selling  the  king's 
country  to  Suja  Dowla,  resolved  to  withhold,  and  actually 
withheld,  the  payment  of  the  said  tribute,  of  which  the  king 
Shaw  Allum  has  never  since  received  any  part ; — that  this 
resolution  of  the  council  is  not  justified  even  by  themselves 
on  principles  of  right  and  Justice,  but  by  arguments  of  po- 
licy and  convenience,  by  which 'the-  best  founded  claims  of 
right  and  justice  may  at  all  times  be  set  aside  and  defeated. 
"  They  judged  it  highly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  answer  the 
draughts  of  the  king  until  they  were  satisfied  of  his  amicable 
intentions,  and  those  of  his  new  allies."  But  neither  had 
they  any  reason  to  question  the  king's  amicable  intentions, 
nor  was  he  pledged  to  answer  for  those  of  the  Mahrattas ; 
his  trusting  to  the  good  faith  of  that  people,  and  relying  on 
their  assistance  to  reinstate  him  in  the  possession  of  his 
capital,  might  have  been  imprudent  and  impolitic ;  but  these 
measures,  however  ruinous  to  himself,  indicated  no  enmity 
to  the  English,  nor  were  they  productive  of  any  efiects  in- 
jurious to  the  English  interests.  And  it  is  plain,  that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council  were  perfectly  aware, 
that  their  motives  or  pretences  for  withholmng  the  tribute 
were  too  weak  to  justify  their  conduct,  having  principally 
insisted  on  the  reduced  state  of  their  treasury,  which,  as 
they  said,  rendered  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  those  pay- 
ments. The  right  of  a  creditor  does  not  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  debtor ;  on  the  contrary,  the  plea  of 
inability  includes  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  debt,  since 
if  the  creditor's  right  were  denied,  the  plea  would  be  super- 
fluous. 
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^^Hf  That  tbe  East-Indiai  Company,  liaving  ou  their  part  violated 
^^Klie  euga^ments,  and  rcDoiinccd  the  cooditiona,  on  which 
l^^^hey  received,  and  have  hitherto  held  and  enjojed,  the  de- 
Jl  wanny  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  from  the  king  Shaw 
Allum,  have  thereby  forfeited  all  right  and  title  to  the  said 
dewanny  arising  from  the  said  grant,  and  that  it  is  Jree  and 
open  to  the  said  king  to  resume  such  grant ;  and  to  transfer 
it  to  any  other  prince  or  state ; — that,  notwithstanding  any 
distresB.  or  weaKneas,  to  which  he  may  be  actually  reducea, 
his  lawful  authority,  as  sovereign  of  the  Mogul  empire,  is 
still  acknowledged  in  India,  and  that  his  grant  of  the  de- 
wanny  would  sufficiently  authorize,  and  materially  aaaiat,  any 
prince  or  state,  that  might  attempt  to  dispossess  the  East- 
India  Company  thereof,  aince  it  would  convey  a  right,  which 
could  not  be  disputed,  and  to  which  nothing  but  lorce  could 
be  opposed.  Nor  can  these  opinions  be  more  strongly  ex- 
pressed than  they  have  been  lately  by  the  said  Warren 
Ilastings  himself,  who,  in  a  minute,  recorded  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1784,  has  declared,  that,  "  fallen  as  the  house  of 
Timur  is,  it  is  yet  the  relic  of  the  most  illustrious  line  of  the 
Eastern  world  ; — that  Us  sovereignty  u  umvenally  acknow- 
ledged, though  the  substance  of  it  no  longer  exists ;  and 
that  the  Company  itself  derives  its  const itutional  dominion 
from  its  OHtenaible  bounty." 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  bj  this  declaration  has 
renounced  and  condemned  the  principle,  on  which  he  avow- 
edly acted  towards  the  Mogul  in  the  year  1773,  when  he 
denied,  that  the  aunnuda  or  grants  of  the  Mogul,  if  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  another  nation,  would  avail  them  any* 
thing ;  and  when  he  declared,  "  that  the  sword,  which  gave 
US  the  dominion  of  Bengal,  must  be  the  inatniment  of  its 
preservation ;  and  that  if  it  should  ever  cease  to  be  ours,  the 
next  proprietor  would  derive  his  right  and  possession  from 
the  same  nafaral  ckarteT."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
to  answer  any  immediate  purpose,  adopts  any  principle  of 
lolioy,  however  false  or  dangerous,  without  any  regard  to 
brmer  declarations  made,  or  to  principles  avowed  on  other 
occasions  by  himself;  and  particularly,  that  in  bis  conduct 
to  Shaw  Allum  he  first  maintained,  that  the  grants  of  that 
prince  were  of  no  avail ;  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Ben- 
gal by  the  sword,  which  he  has  falsely  declared  the  souTBaa)^ 
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right,  and  the  natural  charter  of  dominion;  whereas  at  a  later 
period  he  has  declared,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  family  of 
ohaw  Allum  is  universally  acknowledged  ;  and  that  the 
Company  itself  derives  its  constitutional  dominion  from  their 
ostensible  bounty. 


III.  BENAEES. 

PART  I. 
Rights  and  Titles  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares. 

I. 

That  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a  fruitful,  and  has  been, 
not  long  since,  an  orderly,  well-cultivated,  and  improved 
province ;  of  great  extent ;  and  its  capital  city,  as  Warren 
Hastings,  Esquire,  has  informed  the  court  of  directors,  in 
his  letter  of  the  21st  of  November,  1781,  "  is  highly  revered 
by  the  natives  of  the  HindA  persuasion ;  so  that  many,  who 
have  acquired  independent  fortunes,  retire^  to  close  their  days 
in  a  place  so  eminently, distinguished  for  its  sanctity : "  and 
he  further  acquaints  the  directors,  "  that  it  may  rather  be 
considered  as  the  seat  of  the  HindA  religion,  than  as  the 
capital  of  a  province.  But  as  its  inhabitants  are  not  com- 
posed of  Hindiis  only,  the  former  wealth,  which  flowed  into 
it  from  the  offerings  of  pilgrims,  as  well  as  from  the  trans- 
actions of  exchange,  for  which  its  central  situation  is  adapted, 
has  attracted  numbers  of  Mahomedans,  who  still  continue  to 
reside  in  it  with  their  families."  And  these  circumstances  of 
the  city  of  Benares,  which  not  only  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  the  different  descriptions  of  men  who  inhabit  Indo- 
stan,  but  interested  them  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  suf- 
fer, did  in  a  peculiar  manner  require,  that  the  governor-general 
and  council  of  Calcutta  should  conduct  themselves  with  re- 
gard to  its  rulers  and  inhabitants,  when  it  became  dependent 
on  the  Company,  on  the  most  distinguished  principles  of 
^ood  faith,  equity,  moderation,  and  mildness. 
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II. 

That  the  Eajah  Bulwant  Sing,  late  prince  or  zemindar  of 
the  province  aforesaid,  was  a  great  lord  of  the  Mos^  empire, 
dependent  on  the  same,  through  the  vizier  of  the  empire, 
the  late  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  Nabob  of  Oude;  and  the  said 
Bulwant  Sing,  in  the  commencement  of  the  English  power, 
did  attach  himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English  Company; 
and  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  Company  did  acKnow- 
ledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  26th  of  May,  1768,  that  "  Bul- 
want Sing's  joining  us  at  the  time  he  did  was  of  signed  ser- 
vice, and  the  stipulation  in  his  favour  was  what  he  was 
justly  entitled  to ; " — and  they  did  commend  "  the  care,  that 
had  been  taken  (by  the  then  presidency)  of  those,  that  had 
shown  their  attachment  to  them  (the  Company)  during  the 
war ; "  and  they  did  finally  express  their  hope  and  expecta- 
tion in  the  words  following  :  "  the  moderation  and  attention 
paid  to  those,  who  have  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war, 
will  restore  our  reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that  the  Indian 
powers  will  bo  convinced,  NO  breach  of  treaty  will  ever  have 


our  sanction,^'* 


III. 


That  the  Eajah  Bulwant  Sing  died  on  the  23rd  of  August, 
1770,  and  his  son,  Clieit  Sing,  succeeding  to  his  rights  and 
pretensions,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  (John  Cartier,E8quife, 
being  then  president)  did  instruct  Captain  Gabriel  Harper 
to  procure  a  confirmation  of  the  succession  to  his  son  Cheit 
Sing, "  as  it  was  of  tlie  utmost  political  import  to  the  Com- 
pany's affairs ;  and  that  the  young  man  ought  not  to  con- 
sider the  price  to  be  paid  to  satisfy  the  vizier's  jealousy  and 
avarice.''^  And  they  did  further  declare  as  follows:  "the 
strong  and  inviolable  attachment,  which  subsisted  betwixt 
tlie  Company  and  tlie  father,  makes  us  most  readily  interpose 
our  good  offices  for  the  son."  And  the  young  Bajah  aforesaid 
having  agreed,  under  the  mediation  of  Captain  Harper,  to 
pay  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  as  a  gift  to  the  said 
vizier,  and  to  increase  his  tribute  by  near  thirty  thousand 
pounds  annually,  a  deed  of  confirmation  wa-s  passed  by  the 
vizier  to  the  said  Eajah,  and  his  heirs,  by  which  he  be- 
came a  purchaser,  for  valuable  considerations,  of  his  right 
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and  inheritance  in  the  zemindary  aforesaid.  In  consequence 
of  this  grant,  so  by  him  purchased,  the  Rajah  was  solemnly 
invested  with  the  government  in  the  city  of  Benares, "  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  a  numerous  people,  and  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  all  parties."  And  the  said  Harper,  in  his 
letter  of  the  8th  of  October,  1770,  giving  an  account  of  the 
investiture  aforesaid,  did  express  himself  in  these  words:  "  I 
will  leave  the  young  Rajah,  and  others,  to  acquaint  you  how 
I  have  conducted  myself ;  only  thus  much  let  me  say,  that 
I  have  kept  a  strict  eye  not  to  diminish  our  national  honour, 
disinterestedness,  and  justice,  which  I  will  conclude  has  had 
a  greater  effect  in  securing  to  the  Company  their  vast  pos- 
sessions, than  even  the  ibrce  of  arms,  however  formidable, 
could  do.'*  The  president  of  Calcutta  testified  his  approba- 
tion of  the  said  Harper's  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms, 
that  is,  in  the  following ;  "  Your  disinterestedness  has  been 
equally  distinguishable  as  your  abilities,  and  both  do  you  the 
greatest  honour." 

IV. 

That  the  agreement  between  the  Eajah  and  Nabob  afore- 
said continued  on  both  sides  without  any  violation,  under 
the  sanction  and  guarantee  of  the  East-India  Company,  for 
three  years;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  being  then 
president,  did  propose  a  further  confirmation  of  the  said 
grant ;  and  did,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1773,  obtain  a  dele- 
gation for  himself  to  be  the  person  to  negotiate  the  same,  it 
being  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  report  of  October  4th, 
1773,  that  the  Eajah  was  not  only  entitled  to  the  inherit- 
ance of  his  zemindary  by  the  grants  through  Captain  Harper, 
but  that  the  preceding  treaty  of  Illiabad,  though  literally 
expressing  no  more  than  a  security  personal  to  Bui  want  Sing, 
did,  notwithstanding,  in  the  true  sense  and  import  thereof, 
extend  to  his  posterity ;  "  and  that  it  had  been  differently 
understood  (that  is,  not  literally)  by  the  Company,  and  by 
this  administration ;  and  the  vizier  had  before  put  it  out  of 
all  dispute  by  the  solemn  act  passed  in  the  Bajah's  favour 
on  tts  succession  to  the  zemindary." 

V. 

That  the  council,  in  their  instructions  to  the  said  Governor 
Hastings,  did  empower  him  "  to  renew  in  behalf  of  the  Eajah 
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(1n'it  SiufT,  the  stipulation  which  was  formerly  made  with 
till*  vi/.i(T  in  ccmsideration  of  his  services  in  1764;*'  and  the 
(^r()V(  rinncnt  was  accordingly  settled  on  the  Eajah  and  his 
])ost(  rily,  or  to  his  heirs,  on  the  same  footing  on  w^hich  it 
w  jis  srraiitcd  to  his  said  father,  excepting  the  addition  afore- 
said to  tlio  tribute;  with  an  express  provision,  "that  no  in- 
crrr,3e  shall  ever  hereafter  be  demanded."  And  the  grant 
luid  stipulation  aforesaid  was  further  confirmed  by  the  said 
Sujali  ul  Dowla,  under  the  Company's  guarantee,  by  the 
most  solemn  and  awful  form  of  oath  known  in  the  Maho- 
niiMlan  reli<;ion,  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  deed  or  grant; 
and  tlu^  said  AVarren  Hastings,  strongly  impressed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  protecting  the  Kajah,  and  of  the 
in  just  ice,  malice,  and  avarice  of  the  said  Sujah  Dowla,  and  the 
known  family  enmity  subsisting  between  him  and  the  Hajah, 
(lid  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  as  follows:  "1  am 
well  convinced,  that  the  Hajah's  inheritance,  and  perhaps 
(lis  lite,  are  no  longer  safe  than  while  he  enjoys  the  Com- 
j^any'.s  protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the  ties  of  justice,  and 
the  obli<j^ati(ms  of  public  faith." 

VI. 

riia!  some  lime  after  the  new  confirmation  aforesaid,  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  year  1774,  the  governor-general,  and  council, 
which  had  be(*n  formed,  and  the  members  thereof  appointed, 
by  act  of  ])arliament,  did  obtain  the  assignment  of  the  sove- 
rciu;nty  paramount  of  the  said  government  by  treaty  "with 
th(^  Nabob  of  Oude;  by  which,  although  the  supreme  do- 
minion was  changed,  the  terms  and  the  conditions  of  the 
tenure^  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares  remained ;  as  the  said  Nabob 
of  Onde  could  transfer  to  the  East-India  Company  no  other 
or  2:rerjter  (^state  than  he  himself  possessed  in  or  over  the 
said  /(Mnindary.  But  to  obviate  any  misconstruction  on  the 
subject,  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board, 
thai,  whattner  provision  might  in  the  said  treaty  be  made 
for  llic  interest  of  the  Company,  the  same  should  be  "with- 
out an  encroachment  on  the  just  rights  of  the  Hajah,  or  the 
r/ff/f(^/('jii("/^fs  acfuallf/  subsisthig  tvith  himy  ' 

VII. 

Tliai  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  having,  or  pretend- 
j:i:x  to  b.ave.  an  (wtraordinarv  care  of  the  interest  of  the 
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Eajali  of  Benares,  did,  on  his  transfer  of  the  sorereignty, 
propose  a  new  grant  to  be  conveyed  in  new  inatrumentB  to 
the  said  Rajah,  conferring  upon  him  further  privUegea, 
namelv,  the  addition  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  mint,  and 
of  the'  right  of  criminal  justice  of  life  and  death.  And  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aa  governor-general,  did  himsell' 
propose  the  resolution  for  that  purpose  in  council,  in  the 
following  words,  with  remarks  eiplnnatorir  of  the  principleB, 
upon  which  the  grants  aforeaaid  were  made ;  namely, 
Minute. 


VII  r. 


"That  the  perpetual  and  independent  poHsesBJon  of 
iemindary  of  Benares,  and  its  dependencies,  he  con/ir 
and  guaranteed  to  the  Bujah  Cheit  Sing,  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  subject  only  to  the  annual  payment  of  the  reventtet 
hitherto  paid  to  the  late  nizier,  amnimting  to  Benarea  sicca 
rupees,  23,71,656,12,  to  he  disposed  of  as  is  expressed  in  the 
following  article :  that  no  other  demand  be  made  on  him 
either  by  Ike  Nabob  of  Oude,  or  this  government ;  nor  any 
kind  qf  authority  or  juritdietioH  be  exercised  by  either  within 
the  districts  assigned  him."  To  which  minute  he,  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings,  did  subjoin  the  following  observation  in 
writing,  and  recorded  therewith  in  the  council-books,  that  is 
tosay;  The  Rajah  of  Benares,  from  the  situation  of  his  ctmn- 
tri/,  mhieh  is  afrontierdo  the  provinces  of  Oude  and  Bahar, 
may  be  made  a  serviceable  ally  to  tke  Company,  whenever 
fJieir  affairs  shall  require  it.  lie  has  always  been  considered 
in  this  light  both  by  the  Company  and  the  successive  members 
of  the  late  council;  but,  to  insure  his  attachment  to  the  Com- 
pany, kis  interest  must  be  connected  with  it,  which  cannot  be 
better  effected  than  by  freeing  him  totally  from  the  REMAINS 
of  his  present  vassalage  under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of 
tke  Company;  and  at  tke  same  time  guarding  him  against 
any  apprehcjisions  from  Ikis  government  by  tkus  pledging  its 
faith,  that  no  eneroachment  shall  ever  be  made  on  kis  rights  by 
(he  Company."  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  on  the  5th 
of  July,  1775.  did  himself  propose,  among  other  articles  of 
the  treaty  relative  to  this  object,  one  of  the  following  tenor; 
"  that  whilst  the  Knjah  shall  continue  faithful  to  these  en- 
gagements, and  punctual  in  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  doe. 


f  th^l 
irnut^^ 
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ohcdiciice  to  the  authority  of  this  government,  no  more  de- 
uKuuis  shall  he  made  upon  him  by  the  honourable  Company 
oi'  A  N  V  KIND  ;  or,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  shall  any 
j)c^rs()ii  be  allowed  to  interfere  ^sdth  his  authoritv',  or  to  dis- 
turb ih(>  ])eace  of  his  country."  And  the  said  article  was 
bv  th»j  other  members  of  the  council  assented  to  without 
debate. 

IX. 

Oil  transferring  the  Eajah's  tribute  from  the  Nabob  to 
the  Company,  the  stipulation  with  the  Nabob  was  renewed 
on  the  proposition  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  and 
expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner;  namely,  "that  no 
more  demands  shall  be  made  upon  him  by  the  honourable 
Comi)any  of  any  kind:"  and  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  in 
jiistitication  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  Rajah  "  a  complete 
and  uncontrolled  authority  over  his  zemindary,"  did  enter  on 
the  council-book  the  following  reasons  for  investing  bim  with 
the  same ;  strongly  indicating  the  situation,  in  which  he 
must  be  left  under  any  other  circumstances,  whether  under 
thi'  Nabob  of  Oude,  or  under  the  English,  or  under  the 
don!)le  inlluence  of  both:  "that  the  security  of  his  person 
and  possessions  from  the  Company's  protection  maybe  rated 
equal  to  many  lacks  of  rupees,  which  though  saved  to  him  are 
no  loss  to  the  government^  on  which  he  depends,  being  aU 
articles  of  invisible  expense ;  in  fees  to  the  ministers  and 
olHcers  of  the  Nabob ;  in  the  charges  of  a  double  establish- 
ment of  vackeels  to  both  governments;  in  presents  and 
charges  of  accommodation  to  the  Nabob,  during  his  residence 
at  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  his  zemindary ;  in  the 
frauds,  embezzlements,  a7id  oppressions  exercised  in  the  mint 
atfd  Catwalhj;  besides  the  allowed  profits  of  those  officers,  and 
the  advantages,  which  every  man  in  occasional  power,  or  in 
the  credit  of  it,  might  make  of  the  RajaNs  known  weakness, 
and  tlie  dread  he  stood  in  both  of  the  displeasiu^  of  the  Na- 
bob, a7id  the  ill-will  of  individuals  among  the  English,  who 
were  all  co?tsidered,  either  in  their  present  stations  or  con- 
nejcions,  or  the  right  of  succession,  as  members  of  the  state  of 
BetigaL  It  would  be  scarce  possible  to  enumerate  all  the 
inconveniences  to  which  the  liajah  was  liable  in  his  former 
situation,  or  to  estimate  the  precise  effect  "which  they  pro- 
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duced  on  his  revenue,  and  on  the  gross  amount  of  his  ex- 
pense; but  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  both  were 
enormous,  and  of  a  nature  the  most  likely  to  lessen  the  pro- 
fits of  government  instead  of  adding  to  them."  And  in  jus- 
tification of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  Rajah  the  symbols  of 
sovereignty  in  the  power  of  fife  and  death,  and  in  the  coining  *^ 
of  money,  as  pledges  of  his  independence,  he  states  the  de- 
plorable situation  of  princes  reduced  to  depetldence  on  the 
vizier,  or  the  Company,  and  obliged  to  entertain  an  English 
resident  at  their  court,  in  the  following  words :  "  It  is  pEO- 
posed  to  receive  the  payment  of  his  (the  Rajah's)  rents  at 
Patna,  because  that  is  the  nearest  provincial  station,  and  be- 
cause it  would  not  finistrate  the  intention  of  rendering  the 
Rajah  independent,^^  If  a  resident  was  appointed  to  receive 
the  money,  as  it  became  due,  at  Benares,  such  a  resident 
would  imavoidably  acquire  an  influence  over  the  Rajah,  and 
over  his  country,  which  would  in  effect  render  him  the  master 
of  both.  This  consequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought 
completely  to  pass  without  a  struggle  and  many  appeals  to 
council,  which  in  a  government  constituted  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  terminate  against  the  Rajah;  and,  by  the  construction, 
to  which  his  opposition  to  the  agent  would  be  liable,  might 
eventually  draw  on  him  severe  restrictions,  and  reduce  him  to 
the  mean  and  depraved  state  of  a  mere  zemindar, ^^ 

X. 

That  in  order  to  satisfy  the  said  Rajah  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Company  towards  him,  and  of  the  true  sense  and  construc- 
tion of  the  grants  to  him,  the  said  Rajah,  to  be  made,  the 
governor-general  (he  the  said  "Warren  Hastings)  and  council 
did,  on  the  24th  August,  1775,  instruct  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resi- 
dent at  the  Rajah's  court,  in  the  following  words :  "  It  is 
proper  to  assure  the  Rajah  we  do  not  mean  to  increase  his 
tribute,  but  to  require  from  him  an  exact  sum.  That,  under 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Company,  we  are  determined  to  leave 
him  the  free  and  uncontrolled  management  of  the  internal 
government  of  his  country,  and  the  collection  and  regulation 
of  the  revenues,  so  long  as  he  adheres  to  the  terms  of  his 
engagement ;  and  will  never  demand  any  augmentation  of 
the  annual  tribute,  which  may  be  fixed." 

VOL.   IV.  B 
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F 

^^^  That  the  said  Warren  Haatings  and  the  council-general, 
not  being  satisfied  with  having  instructed  the  reaident  to 
make  the  representation  aforeBaicl,  to  remove  all  suspicion, 
that  by  the  new  grants  any  attempt  should  insidiously  be 
made  to  change  hia  former  tenure,  did  resolve,  that  a  letter 
should  be  written  by  the  governor-general  himself  to  tUe 
Ettjah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Powke  the  resident, 
together  with  his  credentials ;  in  which  letter  they  declare 
"the  board  willing  to  continue  the  grant  of  the  zemiudary 
to  him  in  as  /ull  and  ample  a  manner  a»  he  pauessed  it 
from  former  tovereigns;  and  on  his  paying  the  annual  tri- 
bute, Ac."  And  in  explaining  the  reasons  for  granting  to 
him  the  jnint  and  criminal  justice,  they  inform  him,  that 
this  is  done  in  order  "  that  he  may  possess  an  uncontnUti 
and  free  authorit!/  in  the  regulation  and  government  of  hU 
zemiudary," 

IXU. 
That  on  the  26tb  February,  1776,  the  board  and  council 
■did  order,  that  the  proper  instruments  should  be  prepared 
tar  conveying  to  the  Bajuh  aforesaid  the  government  and 
^minal  justice,  and  mint  of  Benares,  with  its  dependencies, 
"  in  the  usual  form ;  exprtsiiru/  the  conditions  alreadt/  rEJiohed 
on  in  the  several  proceediTigs  of  the  hoard"  And  on  the  aaine 
day  a  letter  was  written  to  the  resident  at  Benares  signifying, 
that  they  had  ordered  the  proper  instruments  to  be  prepaHM, 
specifying  the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  of  the  ItojalTB 
trihute  to  Calcutta,  as  well  aa"  the  several  other  cosdUioia, 
v)kich  had  been  already  agreed  to ;  and  that  they  should  fiw- 
ward  it  to  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Eajah."  And  on  th0 
20th  of  IMarch  foUowing.  the  board  did  again  explua  tbe 

I  terms  of  the  said  tribute  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directon; 
and  did  add,  "  that  a  sannud   (grant  or  patent)   for  his 
(Cheit  Sing's)  aemindary  should  be  furnished  him  on  these, 
and  the  conditions  before  agreed  on." 
: 


xin. 

That  during  the  course  of  the  transactions  aforesaid  in. 
acil,  and  the  various  assurances  given  to  the  Bajah  ttnd 
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the  court  of  directors,  certain  improper  and  fraudulent  prac- 
tices were  used  with  regard  to  the  symbols  of  investiture, 
which  ought  to  have  been  given,  and  the  form  of  the  deeds, 
by  which  the  said  zemindaiy  ought  to  have  been  granted ; 
for  it  appears,  that  the  original  deeds  were  signed  by  the 
board  on  the  4th  September,  1775,  and  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Fowke,  the  resident  at  the  Raiah*s  court ;  and  that,  on  the 
20th  of  November  following,  the  court  of  directors  were  ac- 
quainted by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council,  .that 
Bajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  invested  with  the  sannud  (char- 
ters or  patents)  for  his  zemindary,  and  the  kellaut  (or  robes 
of  investiture)  in  all  the  proper  forms.  But,  on  'the  1st  of 
October,  1775,  the  Eajah  did  complain  to  the  ffovemor- 
general  and  council,  that  the  kellaut  (or  robes)  wwh  which 
he  was  to  be  invested  according  to  their. order,  "w  nUofthe 
same  kind,  as  that  which  he  received  from  the  late  vizier  on 
the  like  occasion.**  In  consequence  of  the  said  complaint, 
the  board  did,  in  their  letter  to  the  resident  of  the  11th  of 
the  same  month,  desire  him  "  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the 
nature  of  the  kellaut,  and  invest  him  with  one  of  the  same 
sort,  on  the  part  of  this  government,  instead  of  that  which 
they  formerly  described  to  him."  And  it  appears  highly 
probable,  that  the  instruments  which  accompanied  the  said 
robes  of  investiture,  were  made  in  a  manner  conformable  to 
the  orders  and  directions  of  the  board,  and  the  conditions  by 
them  agreed  to ;  as  the  Eajah,  who  complained  of  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  robes,  did  make  no  complaint  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  instruments,  or  of  any  deviation  in  them  from 
those  he  had  formerly  received  from  the  vizier.  But  a  copy 
or  duplicate  of  the  said  deeds,  or  instruments,  was  in  some 
manner  surreptitiously/  disposed  of  and  withheld  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  Company,  and  never  toas  transmitted  to  the  court 
of  directors. 

XIV. 

That  several  months  after  the  said  settlement  and  investi- 
ture, namely,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1776,  the  secretary  in- 
formed the  court,  that  he  had  prepared  a  sannud,  cabbolut, 
and  pottah  (that  is,  a  patent,  an  agreement,  and  a  rent-roll) 
for  Cheit  Sing*s  zemindary ;  and  the  board  ordered  the  same 
to  be  executed.     But  the  resident,  on  receiving  the  same, 
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eiaring  theforvur  patentt  to  be  mkU,  nad  the  said  new  pntoDtfl 
were  delivered  to  the  B<yali  [  and  3  others,  which  he  ob- 
jected to,  as  v^  aa  those  which  hoa  been  delivered  to  him 
originfilly,  were  retonted  to  the  p  mcy.  But  neither  ths 
first' set  of  deedi,  nor  t  &iuia  ;  patent  afore atud,  DOT 
the  new  instnimenta  ue  oat  oa  the  complaint  of  the 
Bajali,  omitting  the  exuep  ble  wo  ds,  have  been  inserted 
in  the  records,  although  re  i  the  partiadar  duty  of  the 
said  Warren  Hasting  that  ali  i  ;  tions  with  the  country 
powers  should  be  &ithfiilly  enter  ;  is  well  ns  to  take  care, 
that  all  instrument!  tiuumitted  to  t  ?m  on  the  faith  of  the 
Company  should  .be  honestly,  candiiuy,  and  fairlv  executed, 
according  to  the  true,  intent  and  jm-aning  of  t^e  engnge- 
ments  entered  into  on  the  put  of  the  Company ;  giving  oy 
the  said  complicated,  artificial,  and  friiidulcnt  luanagement, 
as  well  aa  by  his  said  omitting  to  rec<jrd  the  said  material 
document,  strong  reason  to  presume^  tliiit  he  did  even  then 
meditate  to  make  some  evil  use  of  the  deeds,  which  he  thus 
withheld  from  the  Company,  and  whicli  ho  did  afterward^  in 
reality  make,  when  he  ioond  means  and  opportunity  to  effect 
his  evil  purpose. 

PABT  II. 
Desigtis  of  Mr.  Hastmgi  to  ruin  (he  Rajah  of  Benarea. 


That  the  tribute  transferred  to  the  Company  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  being  £250,1X10  a  year  storline. 
and  upwards,  without  any  deductions  wbatsoever,  was  paid 
monthly  with  such  punctual  exactness,  as  had  no  parallel  in 
the  Company's  dealings  with  any  of  the  native  princes,  or 
with  any  subject  zemindar,  being  the  only  one  who  never 
was  in  arrears ;  and,  according  to  all  appearance,  a  perfect 
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harmony  did  prevail  between  thp  supreme  council  at  Calcutta 
and  the  Hajah.  But  though  the  liajah  of  Benares  fumiabed 
no  occasion  of  displeasure  to  the  board,  yet  it  since  appears, 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  at  some  time  in  the  year 
1777,  conceive  diBpleasuro  against  him.  In  that  year,  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act  of  resigna- 
tion of  his  office,  made  to  the  court  of  directors  through  his 
agent  Mr.  Maclean  ;  and,  calUng  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to 
support  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divisions  of  the 
government,  according  to  his  own  expresaion,  "  to  an  ex- 
tremity bordering  on  civil  violence."  This  extremity  he 
attributes,  in  a  narrative  by  him  transmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors,  and  printed,  not  to  his  own  fraud  and  prevarica- 
tion, but  to  what  he  calls  "an  attempt  to  wrest  from  him 
hia  authority;"  and  in  the  said  narrative  he  pretends,  that 
the  Bajah  of  Benares  had  deputed  an  agent  with  an  express 
commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John  Clavering. — This  fact, 
if  it  bad  been  true,  (whicli  is  not  proved,)  was  in  no  sort 
criminal  or  offensive  to  the  Company's  government ;  but  was 
at  first  sight  nothing  more  than  a  proper  mark  of  duty  and 
respect  to  the  supposed  succeBsion  of  ofiicB.  Nor  is  it  pos- 
sible to  conceive  in  what  manner  it  could  offend  the  said 
Hastings,  if  he  did  not  imagine,  that  the  express  commission, 
to  which  in  the  said  narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to  the 
discovery  to  Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  which  he 
might  wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Clavering,  whom  he  styles 
"  his  opponent,"  having  been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the 
Company's  express  orders,  in  the  discovery  of  sundry  pecula- 
tions, and  other  evil  practices,  charged  upon  the  said  Hast- 
ings. But  although,  at  the  time  of  the  said  pretended  de- 
putation, he  dissembled  his  resentment,  it  appears  to  have 
rankled  in  his  mind,  and  that  lie  never  foi^ave  it,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  might  have  been  (the  same  never  having  been 
by  hiin  explained)  ;  and  'some  years  after,  he  recorded  it  in 
his  iustifleation  of  bis  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  Hajah, 
urging  the  same  with  great  virulence  and  asperity  as  a  proof 
or  presuniption  of  his  the  said  Hajah's  disalfection  to  the 
Company's  government ;  and,  by  hia  subsequent  acts,  be 
seems  from  the  first  to  have  resolved,  when  opportunity  should 
occur,  on  a  severe  revenge. 
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II. 


That  having  obtained,  in  bis  casting  vote,  a  majoritj  in 
council  on  tbe  deatb  of  Sir  Jobn  Clavenng  and  Mr.  Monson, 
he  did  suddenly,  and  without  any  previous  general  communi- 
cation with  the  members  of  the  board,  by  a  minute  of  con- 
sultation of  the  9th  of  July,  1778,  make  an  extraordinary 
demand,  namely,  '^  that  the  Kajah  of  Benares  should  consent 
to  the  establishment  of  three  regular  battalions  of  sepoys,  to 
be  raised  and  maintained  at  his  own  expense;^*  and  the  said 
expense  was  estimated  at  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

III. 

That  the  said  requisition  did  suppose  the  consent  of  the 
Eajah,  the  very  word  being  inserted  in  the  body  of  his,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings's,  minute,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to, 
thoup^h  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  of  two  of  his  colleagues, 
Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler,  concerning  the  right  of  making 
the  same,  even  worded  as  it  was.  But  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr. 
Wilder  soon  after  finding;,  that  the  Bajah  was  much  alarmed, 
by  this  departure  from  the  treaty,  the  requisition  aforesaid 
was  strenuously  opposed  by  them.  The  said  Hastings  did, 
notwithstanding  this  opposition,  persevere,  and  by  his  cast- 
ing vote  aloue  did  carry  the  said  unjust  and  oppressive  de- 
mand. The  Kajah  submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  re- 
monstrance, to  pay  the  sum  required ;  but  on  the  express 
condition,  (as  has  been  frequently  asserted  by  him  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  without  any  contradiction,)  that  the 
exaction  should  continue  but  for  one  year,  and  should  not  be 
draivn  into  precedent.  He  also  requested,  that  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  should  be  paid  along  with  the  instalments 
of  his  monthly  tribute :  but  although  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  not  so  much  as  pretend,  that  the  instant  payment 
was  at  all  necessary,  and  though  he  was  urged  by  his  before- 
mentioned  colleagues  to  moderate  his  proceedings,  he  did 
insist  Tipon  immediate  payment  of  the  whole ;  and  did  de- 
liver his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting  language,  wholly 
unfit  for  a  governor  of  a  civilized  nation  to  use  towards  emi- 
nent persons  in  alliance  with,  and  in  honourable  and  free 
dependence  upon,  its  government ;  and  did  support  the  same 


AOAISST    WiBHBN    HieTINGa.  247 

with  ar^ments  full  of  tinwnrrantable  paseion,  and  with  n» 
ferencea  to  reports  affecting  merely  hia  own  personal  poww 
and  consideration,  which  reports  were  not  proved,  nor  at- 
tempted to  be  proved ;  and,  if  proved,  fumiahing  reasons  in- 
Bufficient  for  his  purpose,  and  indecent  in  anj  public  pro- 
ceedings. That  ttie  said  Hastings  did  cause  the  said  sums  of 
money  to  be  rigoronaly  exacted,  although  no  such  regular 
battalions,  as  he  pretended  to  eatabliah  os  a  colour  for  his 
demand  on  the  Rajah,  were  tlien  raised,  or  any  steps  taken 
towards  raising  them.  And  when  the  aaid  Kajah  pleaded 
his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once,  he,  the  saia  Hast- 
ings, perseveriDg  m  his  said  outrageous  and  violent  demean- 
our, (Ed  order  the  resident  to  wait  on  the  Bajah  forthwith, 
and  "  demand  of  him  in  person,  and  by  writing,  the  full  pay- 
ment in  species  to  be  made  to  him  within  five  days  of  such 
demand ;  and  to  declare  to  him.  tn  the  name  of  this  govern- 
ment, that  his  evading  or  neglecting  to  accomplish  the  pay- 
ment thereof  within  tliat  apace  of  time  should  be  deemed 
equivalent  to  an  absolute  refusal  i  and  in  case  of  non-compli- 
ance with  this  (the  resident's)  demand,  tee  peremplorily  «i- 
jmn  you  to  refrain  from  all  further  intercourse  with  him;" 
the  said  Hastings  appearing  by  all  his  proceedings  to  be  dis- 
posed to  bring  on  a  quarrel  with  the  prince  of  Benares, 
rather  than  to  provide  money  for  any  public  service. 

IV. 
That  the  said  demand  was  complied  with,  and  the  whole 
thereof  paid  on  the  10th  of  October  that  year.  And  the 
said  Sajah  did  write  to  the  said  Hastings  a  letter,  in  order 
to  mitigate  and  mollify  him,  declaring  to  the  said  Hastinga, 
that  his  sole  rehance  was  on  him,  "  and  that  in  every  instance 
he  depended  on  his  laith,  religion,  promises,  and  actions." 
But  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aa  if  the  being  reminded 
of  his  faith  and  promises  were  an  incentive  to  liim  to  violate 
the  same,  although  he  had  agreed  that  his  demand  shonld 
not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  payment  of  the  £50,000 
aforesaid  should  continue  only  for  one  year,  did,  the  very 
day  after  he  had  received  the  letter  aforesaid,  renew  a  de- 
mand of  the  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  same  pretence, 
this  year,  even  less  plausible  than  the  former,  of  three  bat- 
talions la  be  raiaed.  The  said  Itnjah,  on  being  informed  of 
thifl  reiiuiaition,  did  remind  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that 


I 


248  jLBTtoiag  01  OBabbe  ^^^M 

he  engsged  in  the  last  year,  fhat  b^^  n  >  should  be 

made,  and  tlist  he  thoud  not  be  lied  upon  in  future  -,  nod 
pleading  inabili^  to  diKiliHTge  i  e  new  demand,  declared 
hiiDBeltUL  the  fdmwinginadt  to  e  Raid  Warren  IlaatingB : 
— "I  am  therefore  hopeAil  yoa  will  be  kindly  pleaded  to 
excuse  me  1^  five  lacn  now  londe-d.  tmd  that  nothing 
may  be  demanded  of  me  bey  amount  expressed  in  the 

pottah." 

T. 

That  on  the  day  after  the  reo  of  this  letter,  that  is,  on 
the  28th  of  Aagast,  1778,  he,  uw  said  AVarren  Hastings, 
made  a  reply  to  the  aaid  let  -j  and,  witliout  any  remark 
whatsoever  on  the  allegation  oi  Rnjah,  stating  to  him  his 
engagement,  that  he,  the  aaid  J  nb,  should  not  be  called 
upon  in  future,  he  taya,  "  I  now  lojeat  my  demand,  that  you 
do,  on  the  receipt  of  thia,  without  evasion  or  delay,  pay  the 
five  lacka  of  rupees  into  the  handa  of  Mr.  Thomas  (rraliam, 
who  has  orders  to  receive  it  &i  yon ;  and,  in  atat  of  jBor 
refusal,  to  summon  the  two  1  nuona  of  aepoyi  nndar  liw 
command  of  Major  Camao  to  .  ea,  Hhsb  meaanvei  m^  ba 
taken  to  oblige  you  to  a  compliance ;  and,  in  tina  eue^  fliie 
whole  expense  of  the  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  nujKili,  will 
fell  on  you." 

TL 

That  the  said  Bajah  did  a  second  and  tfiird  time  «nimQiit 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  bxoke  Ida  pnmiM^ 
and  the  said  Hastings  did  m  no  raxaner  deny  the  auae ;  bnt 
did  in  contempt  thereof,  as  well  as  of  the  on^nal  treafy  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  Bojah,  order  two  battaliona  of 
troops  to  march  into  his  territories,  and  in  a  manner  the 
moat  harsh,  insultingi  and  despotic,  ob  if  to  provoke  that 
prince  to  some  act  of  resistance,  did  compel  him  to  tiie  p^- 
ment  of  the  said  second  unjust  demand ;  and  did  extort  alao 
the  sum  of  £2000,  on  pretence  of  the  charge  of  tho  troops 
employed  to  coerce  him. 

VII. 

That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  1780,  the 
same  demand  w^,  with  the  same  menaces,  renewed;  and 
did,  OS  before,  produce  several  humble  i 
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submissive  complaiats,  which  the  said  Hastings  did  always 
treat  as  crimes  and  offences  of  the  highest  order :  and 
although  in  the  regular  subsidy  or  tribute,  which  was 
monthly  payable  by  treaty,  fifty  days  of  grace  were  allowed 
on  each  payment,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  fifty 
days  one  quarter  per  cent,  only  was  provided  as  a  penalty, 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  some  short  delay  of  pay- 
ment of  his  third  arbitrary  and  illegal  demand,  did  presume 
of  his  own  authority  to  impose  a  fine  or  mulct  of  £10,000  on 
the  said  Eajah ;  and  though  it  does  not  appear  whether  or 
no  the  same  was  actually  levied,  the  said  threat  was  soon 
after  followed  by  an  order  from  the  said  Hastings  for  the 
march  of  troops  into  the  country  of  Benares,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

VIII. 

That  these  violent  and  insulting  measures  failing  to  pro- 
voke the  Rajah,  and  he  having  paid  up  the  whole  demand, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive  him  to 
extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  Rajah  a  sudden  demand, 
over  and  above  the  ordinary  tribute  or  subsidy  of  £260,000 
per  annum,  and  over  and  above  the  £50,000  extraordinary, 
to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  service  of  the  Bengal 
government. 

IX. 

The  demand,  as  expressed  in  the  minute  of  consultation, 
and  in  the  public  instructions  of  the  board  to  the  resident 
to  make  the  requisition,  is  "  for  such  part  of  the  cavalry  en- 
tertained in  his  service  as  he  can  spare ;"  and  the  demand 
is  in  this,  and  in  no  other,  manner  described  by  the  govern- 
or-general and  council,  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. But  in  a  narrative  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's, 
addressed  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  it  appears  that  upon 
the  Rajah's  making  difRculties  according  to  the  represent- 
ation of  the  said  Hastings,  relative  to  the  said  requisition, 
the  correspondence  concerning  which  the  said  Hastings  hath 
fraudulently  suppressed,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  instead  of  ad- 
hering to  the  requisition  of  such  cavalry  as  the  Rajah  could 
spare,  and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  he 
was  authorized  to  make,  did,  of  his  own  private  and  arbitrary 
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authority,  in  Hme  letter,  wliieli  he  hath  Buppreased,  inBtruct 
thereai&it  Mwkham  to  rniike  a  pereinpttiry  dBmaod  for  2000 
oaTttliy,  whii^  he  well  knew  to  be  more  than  the  Bajah's 
finance!  oould  lopport,  estimating  the  provision  for  tlie  same 
at  £96,000  ft  yOK  at  tha  lowest,  though  the  expense  of  the 
same  would  |«ob«btf  hare  been  much  more:  which  extm- 
vagant  demaod  the  nid  Hastioga  could  onlj  have  made  in 
hopes  of  prOTOldng  the  BAJah  to  Boiue  imprudent  meaaure, 
or  pautonate  remonBtmnce.  And  this  arbitrary  demand  of 
cavalry  wai  made,  and  jjeremptorily  ineiated  on,  although  in 
the  original  treaty  with  the  said  Kajnh  it  was  left  entirely 
optional  whether  or  not  he  should  keep  up  any  cavalry  at 
all ;  and  in  the  minato  of  consultation  it  was  expressly  men- 
tioned to  be  thai  optioual ;  and  that  for  whatsoever  cavalry 
he  the  said  B«jah  ahoald  furniah,  he  should  be  paid  fitfeen 
rupees  per  mouth  for  each  private,  and  so  in  proportioil  for 
officers ;  yet  the  demaud  aforesaid  was  made  without  any 
order  whatsoerer  of  pi-oviding  the  said  payment  according 
to  treaty. 


That  the  eaid  Hastings  did  soon  a&m,  hut  i 
grounds  does  not  appear  by  anr  minute  of  ooun< 

any  correspondence  contained  in  his  narrative,  l ___ 

demand  to  fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to  one  tbonund; 
by  which  he  showed  himself  to  be  senaible  of  the  eztnr^ 
gance  of  his  first  requisition. 

SI. 
That  in  oonsequence  of  these  requisitioos,  as  he  aaeerte  in 

his  narrative  aforesaid,  the  Bajah  "  did  offer  two  hnndnd 
and  fiily  horse,  but  sent  none."  But  the  said  Hastings  doth 
not  accompany  his  said  narrative  vrith  any  voucher  or  doeiH 
ment  whatever;  ,and  therefore  the  account  given  by  tiie 
Bajah,  tmd  delivered  to  the  said  Warren  Hastinm  hiiDMl^ 
inserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  inliis  nsm^ 
tive,  and  in  no  part  thereof  attempted  to  be  impeached,  it 
more  worthy  of  credit ;  that  is  to  say, 

"  With  respect  to  the  horse,  you  desired  me  in  your  letter 
to  inform  you  of  what  number  I  could  afford  to  statian  nitk 
you.    I  sent  you  a  particular  account  of  all,  that  mm  m 
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my  service,  amounting  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  horse, 
of  which  several  were  stationed  at  distant  placcB ;  but  I  re- 
ceived no  anawep  to  this.  Mr.  Markhara  delivered  me  an 
order  to  prepare  a  thousand  horse.  In  compliance  with 
your  wishes,  I  collected  five  hundred  horse,  and  a  substitute 
for  the  remainder,  five  hundred  Burkuudasses,  [matchlock 
men,]  of  which  I  sent  you  information ;  and  I  told  Mr. 
Markham,  that  they  were  ready  to  go  to  wtmtever  place  the^ 
should  be  sent.  No  answer,  however,  came  from  you  on  this 
head,  and  I  remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.  Bfl> 
peatedly  I  asked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  answer  to  my 
letter  about  the  horse;  but  he  told  me,  that  he  did  not 
know  the  reason  of  no  answer  having  been  sent.  I  remained 
astonished." 

XII. 
That  the  said  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  offence  in  not 
giving  an  aijawer  to  letters  of  such  importance,  and  in  con- 
cealiug  the  said  letters  from  the  court  of  directors,  as  well  as 
much  of  his  correspondence  with  the  resideuts  ;  and  more 
particularly  in  not  directing  to  what  place  the  cavalry  and 
matchlock  men  aforesaid  should  he  sent,  when  the  Hajah  had 
declared  they  were  ready  lo  go  to  whatever  service  should  be 
destined  for  them,  and  ofterwarda  in  maliciously  accusing 
the  Eajah  for  not  having  sent  the  same. 

XIII. 

That,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1781,  a  new  demand  for  the 
support  of  the  three  fictitious  battalions  of  sepoys  aforesaid 
waa  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  but,  whilst  the 
Eajah  waa  paying  by  instalments  the  said  arbitrary  demand, 
the  said  Eajah  waa  alarmed  with  some  intelligence  of  secret 
projects  on  foot  for  his  ruin ';  and  being  well  apprized  of  the 
malicious  and  revengeful  temper  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  or- 
der to  pacify  him,  if  possible,  offered  to  redeem  himself  by  a 
large  ransom,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  Company.  Ana  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  said  alarm  was  far  from  groundless  ;  for 
Major  Palmer,  one  of  the  secret  and  confidential  agfeats  of 
the  said  Hastings,  hath  sworn,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1781, 
at  the  desire  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  before  Sir  Elijah 
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Impey,  to  the  following  eOect :  that  ia  to  say,  "  tlinl;  the  bbi  J 
Warran  Hutiiin  had  told  him,  llie  aaid  Pulmer,  thiit  he,  tlie 
said  HastingB,  had  rajected  tha  offer  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  made  lijr  the  IBmth  of  Bcnaros  for  the  publio 
service  ;  and  that  he  was  reaofttd  to  convert  the  faufCs  corn- 
mitted  hy  the  Rigah  into  a  public  benefit,  and  wuuld  eiact 
the  sum  of  £500,000  as  a' pnniHhment  for  hia  breath  of  en- 
gagementa  with  thegoremment  of  Bengal,  and  acta  of  mis- 
eonduct  in  hia  zemindar^ ;  and,  if  the  Bajab  should  abso- 
lutely refuse  the  demand,  that  he  wotUd  deprive  Iilqi  of  his 
semindaiy,  or  transfer  the  aorereimty  thereof  to  the  Nabofej 
ofOude.^  J 


XIT. 


1 


And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  hia  dsclaratiMi  fKmfktalblu 
camp,  of  the  4ith  of  January,  17S2,  (Hd  alao,  «t  tits. dan* 

of  Mr.  Hastings,  depose  (though  not  aa  oath])  '■'■'"  ^■('^■'g  ft 
conveisation  between  him  and  the  aaid  Haatingt  (bat  mm* 
tiouin^  neither  the  time  nor  place  where  the  same  wa*  luiUD ; 
in  which  conversation,  after  reciting  the  allwationt  of  tne 
said  Hastings  relative  to  several  particulars  ot  the  dell^  nd 
hackwardnesB  of  the  Sajah  in  paying  the  aforesaid  eztm  d^ 
maud,  and  his  resolution  to  exact  irom  the  Bsjah  "s  oon^ 
siderabte  sum  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  Company's  exi- 
gencies," he  proceeds  in  the  following  words:  "thatif  iie(tite 
Bajah)  consented,  you  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  de- 
sirous of  establUhmg  hU  potiession*  on  the  mott  pemamtHl 
and  eligible  fooling;  but,  if  he  refused,  you  had  it  in  joar 
power  to  raite  a  large  sum  for  the  Company  hy  aooeptiiw  Kl 
offer,  which  had  been  made  for  his  distrid»  by  the  visfer."  . 
And  the  said  Anderaou,  in  the  declaration  aforesaid,  made  at 
the  reqiiest  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  addressed  to  him,  ex- 
pressed himself  as  foUows :  "  that  you  told  me  you  hod  ctan- 
municated  our  designs  to  Mr.  Wheler  (his  onlr  remainisg- 
colleague)  ;  and  I  believe,  but  I  du  not  positively  recollect, 
you  said  he  concurred  in  them."  But  no  trace  of  any  sodi 
communication  or  concurrence  did,  at  the  time  referred  to, 
or  at  ^pJ  time  ever  after,  appear  on  the  conaultations,  aa  it 
ought  to  have  done ;  and  the  said  Hastings  is  crimixial  for 
having  omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  prooeedine>  ^Hiat 
the  said  Wheler  did  also  declare,  but  a  conaidenAk  time 
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after  the  date  of  the  conversations  aforesaid,  that,  "  on  the 
eve  of  the  govemor-generars  departure,  the  said  Hastings 
had  told  him,  that  the  Kajah's  offences  (not  stating  what 
offences,  he  having  paid  up  all  the  demands,  ordinary  and 
extraordinary)  were  declared  to  require  early  punishment ; 
and  as  his  wealth  was  great,  and  the  Company's  exigencies 
pressing,  it  was  thought  a  measure  of  policy  and  justice  to 
exact  from  him  a  large  pecuniary  mulct  for  their  relief.  The 
sum,  to  which  the  governor  declared  his  resolution  to  extend 
the  fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  lacks ;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was 
stated  as  a  fact,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the 
two  alternatives,  on  which  the  governor  declared  himself  to 
have  resolved,  were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  either  a 
removal  from  his  zemindary  entirely  ;  or,  by  taking  immedi- 
ate possession  of  all  his  forts,  to  obtain  out  of  the  treasure 
deposited  in  them  the  above  sum  for  the  Company." 

XY. 

That,  in  the  declaration  of  the  said  "WTieler,  the  time  of 
the  conversation  aforesaid  is  stated  to  be  on  the  eve  of  the 
governor's  departure,  and  then  said  to  be  confidential ;  nor  is 
it  said,  or  insinuated,  that  he  knew,  or  ever  heard  thereof,  at 
a  more  early  period,  though  it  appears  by  Major  Palmer's 
affidavit,  that  the  design  of  taking  not  four  or  five,  but  ab- 
fiolutely  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  from  the  Kajah,  was 
communicated  to  him  as  early  as  the  month  of  June.  And  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  declarations  of  the  said  Wheler,  he 
did  ever  casually  or  officially  approve  of  the  measure ;  which 
long  concealment  and  late  communication,  time  not  being 
allowed  to  his  colleague  to  consider  the  nature  and  conse- 
quences of  such  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution  con- 
cerning the  same,  is  a  high  misdeiAeanour. 

XYI. 

.  That  the  said  Hastings,  having  formed  a  resolution  to  ex- 
ecute one  of  the  three  violent  and  arbitrary  resolutions 
aforesaid,  namely,  to  sell  the  Company's  sovereignty  over 
Benares  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude ;  or  to  dispossess  the  Eajah 
of  his  territories ;  or  to  seize  upon  his  forts,  and  to  plunder 
them  of  the  treasure  therein  contained,  to  the  amount  of  four 
or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  did  reject  the  offer  of  two 


ijali  for  hilt 
tie  naa  aiecofered  tlmt 
'  meditated  against  him, 
ave  been  a  coosiderable 
^ime  ;  the  eoid  Hastings 
od,  to  risk  the  existence 
a  tail  in  the  gratification  (if. 
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hundred  tlioiuand  poondi, 
redemption  from  toe  injnri      * 
the  aaid  Halting!  had  di 
although  tin  Bum  ■&  wi 

and  miMoniMn  aMuunuHi  at 
being  determined,  at  a  cri 
of  the  Britiah  empire,      I    ■ 
his  revenge  against  tlw      i 

xvn. 

'  That  the  flnt  of  hia  three  iu  i  ted  projects,  namelj,  tt, 
depriving  the  B^ah  of  hi*  ies,  was  by  himself  con- 

Bidered  as  a  meaaote  likely  to  oe  ^ductive  of  much  odium 
to  the  British  sovemmenti  he  otving  declared,  whatever 
opiniona  he  mi^t  fa  of        justice,  "  that  it  wouid 

have  an  appearanoe  oi  .  ;         might  fUruiah  sroonds 

mifavouraoU  to  the  cm  eg  .  government  and  to  his  own 
reputation,  from  the  a  inni  nc€  which  eveiy  act  of  ■ 
r^our,  Bzerciaed  in  the  ]  at    ten  in  ile^mM  mlM^itmt, 

ia  apt  to  impreas  on  thcwe,  who  are  too  remote  from  Mw 
scene  of  action  to  judge,  b;  any  eridence  of  tiie  fiwli  tinBBh 
selvee,  of  their  motives  or  pro^rietf."  And  the  aeooad  at- 
tempt, the  sum  of  money,  which  he  aimed  at  by  attaoking 
the  TortTesses  of  the  Bajah,  and  plundering  them  ct  thelm^ 
aure  supposed  to  be  there  secured,  besides  the  obrlooa  n^ 
certainty  of  acquiring  what  waa  thus  Bought,  vpuld  be  Ikhkl 
to  the  same  imputations  with  the  former.  And  with  legBri 
to  the  third  project,  namely,  the  bbIb  of  the  Compuqp'l  Mve- 
reignty  to  tne  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  his  lunng '  Mtml^ 
received  proposals  for  the  same,  it  was  a  high  otEeuoe  to  ne 
Company,  as  presuming,  without  their  authority  or  conunt, 
to  put  up  to  sale  their  sovereign  rights ;  and  particnla^ 
to  ^ut  them  up  to  sale  to  that  very  person,  againat  whom 
the  independence  of  the  said  province  had  been  declared  bf 
the  governor-general  and  council  to  be  neoeesaiy,  ai  m  bamer 
for  the  security  of  the  other  provinces,  in  case  of  •  foton 

rupture  with  him.  It  was  a  heinoua  injmr  to 
"".««!'"'*''  the  said  Bajah  to  attempt  to  change  his  nl^aoB 

without  his  consent,  especially  on  aoconnt  ot  tiie 
person,  to  whom  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  money,  by  m^ 
son  of  the  known  enmity  subsisting  between  hia  nmiqr  mid 
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that  of  the  Nabob,  who  was  to  be  the  purchaser ;  and  it  was 
a  grievous  outrage  on  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  zemin- 
dajcy  of  Benares,  to  propose  putting  them  under  a  person  long 
before  described  by  hiraseli  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  to 
want  the  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  requisite  for  his 
station;"  and  a  letter  from  the  British  resident  at  Oude, 
transmitted  to  the  said  court,  represents  him  "  to  have  wholly 
lost,  by  his  oppressions,  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
his  own  subjects :  "  and  whose  distresses,  and  the  known 
disorders  in  his  government,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  at- 
tribute solely  to  his  own  bad  conduct  and  evil  character ; 
admitting  also  in  a  letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq. 
and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  many  cir- 
cumstances did  favour  suspicion  of  his  (the  said  Nabob's) 
fidelity  to  the  English  interest,  the  Nabob  being  surrounded 
by  men  base  in  their  characters,  and  improvident  in  their 
understandings,  his  favourites,  and  his  companions  of  his 
looser  hours.  These  had  every  cause  to  dread  the  effect  of 
my  influence  on  theirs ;  and  both  these,  and  the  relations 
of  the  family,  whose  views  of  consequence  and  power  were 
intercepted  by  our  participation  in  tne  administration  of  his 
affairs,  entertained  a  mortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and  openly 
avowed  it."  And  the  said  Hastings  was  well  aware,  that  in 
case  the  Nabob,  by  him  described  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
on  making  such  purchase,  should  continue  to  observe  the 
terms  of  his  father's  original  covenants  and  engagements 
with  the  Bajah,  and  should  pay  the  Company  the  only  tri- 
bute which  he  could  lawfully  exact  from  the  said  Eajah,  it 
was  impossible  that  he  could,  for  the  mere  naked  and  un- 
profitable rights  of  a  sovereignty  paramount,  afford  to  offer 
so  great  a  sum  as  the  Eajah  did  offer  to  the  said  Hastings 
for  his  redemption  from  oppression.  Such  an  acquisition  to 
the  Nabob  (while  he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  possibly  be  of 
any  advantage  whatever  to  him ;  and  that  thereiore,  if  a  great 
sum  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for 
the  purpose  of  oppression,  and  violation  of  public  faith,  to 
be  perpetrated  in  the  person  of  the  said  Nabob,  to  an  extent 
and  in  a  manner,  which  the  said  Hastings  was  then  appre- 
hensive he  could  not  justify  to  the  court  of  directors,  as  his 
own  personal  act. 


Expukkmt^  A» 


ofBmarm. 


That  the  Uid  Wnmn  Haatiiigi,  1  loiug  resolved  od  the  niiu 
of  the  B^ali  ribreaaid:,  u  s  t^miuury  step  thereto,  did, 
againat  toe  expraH  onten  (£  wo  court  of  directors,  Temme 
ImnciB  ^'owke*  Xaquiie,  the  C  my'a  resident  at  the  city 
.  of  Benares,  irithoat  any  oomplaoiii,  jr  pretence  of  compluint, 
whateoerer,  Irat  merely  on  lua  own  declaration,  that  he  must 
have,  aa  a  zeoident  Kt  Benares,  a  ereon  of  hie  own  special 
and  pendnal  nomination  and  c  deuce,  and  not  a  man  of 
the  Comwiy'B  nomination;  ana  in  the  pkee  of  tlie  said 
Francis  Fowke,  thus  illegally  A  ted  of  his  office,  did  ap- 
point thereto  another  servant  oi  ihu  Company  of  hia  own 
choice. 

n. 

That  soon  after  he  had  removed  the  Compsnj'a  iHidaBl« 
he  prepared  for  a  journey  to  the  Upper  Provinoei,  nd  pi» 
ticnlarly  to  Benu^B,  in  order  to  execute  the  wicked  and  pc^ 
fidiouB  designa  hy  him  hefore  meditated  and  contnTod ;  and 
although  he  did  cotnmunicate  his  purpose  privatelj  to  foA 
persons  as  he  thought  fit  to  intrust  therewith,  be  did' not  - 
enter  anything  on  the  consultations  to  that  purpose,  or  (•• 
cord  the  principles,  real  or  pretended,  on  whi<^  Iw  had  r^ 
solved  to  act,  nor  did  he  state  any  guilt  in  the  ^mth,  wfakh 
he  intended  to  punish,  or  charge  hiqi,  the  said  n[qjah,  wttii 
entertaining  any  hostile  intentions,  the  effects  of  iraiah  wen 
to  be  prevented  by  any  strong  measure ;  but,  on  the  OOD- 
trary,  be  did  industriously  conceal  his  real  designs  from  the 
oourt  of  directors,  and  did  fallaciously  enter,  on  the  oonaolt 
ationa  a  minute,  declaratory  to  purposes  wh<^y  didbnot 
therefrom,  and  which  supposed  nothing  more  than  an  amiofr  ^ 
ble  adjustment,  founded  on  the  treatiee  betwem  the  Oom> 
pany  and  the  Bajah,  investing  himself  by  his  and  mimite 
with  "  full  power  and  authority  to  form  tuck  arranganaita 
with  the  Bajah  of  Benares  for  the  better  gortninunt  and 
management  of  his  zemindary,  and  to  perform  aooh  aota  fi« 
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the  improvement  of  the  interest,  which  the  Company  pos- 
sesses in  it,  as  he  shall  think  y?^,  and  consonant  to  the  mutual 
engagements  subsisting  between  the  Company  and  the  Rajah  ;" 
and  for  this  and  other  purposes  he  did  invest  himself  with 
the  whole  power  of  the  council,  giving  to  himself  an  au- 
thority, as  if  his  acts  had  been  the  acts  of  the  council  itself ; 
which,  though  a  power  of  a  dangerous,  unwarrantable,  and 
illegal  extent,  yet  does  plainly  imply  the  following  limits, 
namely,  that  the  acts  done  should  be  arranged  with  the  Ea- 
jah,  that  is,  with  his  consent;  and,  secondly,  that  they  should 
be  consonant  to  the  actual  engagements  between  the  parties ; 
and  nothing  appears  in  the  minute  conferring  the  said  power, 
which  did  express  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the 
Eajah  of  his  government,  or  selling  the  sovereignty  thereof 
to  his  hereditary  enemy,  or  for  the  plunder  of  his  fort- 
treasures. 

III. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  formed  the  plans 
aforesaid  for  the  ruin  of  the  Eajah,  did  set  out  on  a  journey 
to  the  city  of  Benares,  with  a  great  train,  but  with  a  very 
small  force,  not  much  exceeding  six  companies  of  regular 
black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  the  imjust  and  violent 
acts  by  him  meditated  and  resolved  on ;  and  the  said  Hastings 
was  met,  according  to  the  usage  of  distinguished  persons  in 
that^  country,  by  the  Rajah  of  Benares  with  a  very  great  at- 
tendance, both  in  boats  and  on  shore,  which  attendance  he 
did  apparently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honour  and  observance 
to  the  place  and  person  of  the  said  Hastings,  but  which  the 
said  Hastings  did  afterwards  groundlessly  and  maliciously 
represent  as  an  indication  of  a  design  upon  his  life ;  and  the 
said  Rajah  came  into  the  pinnace,  in  which  the  said  Hastings 
was  carried,  and  in  a  lowly  and  suppliant  manner,  alone,  and 
without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatsoever,  entreated  his 
favour ;  and  being  received  with  great  sternness  and  arro- 
gance, he  did  put  his  turban  in  the  lap  of  the  said  Hastings, 
thereby  signifying,  that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  fortune  to 
his  disposad,  and  then  departed ;  the  said  Hastings  not  ap- 
prehending, nor  having  any  reason  to  apprehend,  any  vio- 
lence whatsoever  to  his  person. 

VOL.   IV.  s 
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17. 

That  ths  uid  I         at,  itmost  sectmty  and  free- 

dotn  fram  appral  i  uo  Iiia  journey,  and  did 

arrive  at  tiie  c       on  .  ilie  14th  of  August,  1781, 

Bome  honn  baiore  ths  ,  i       aooii  after  his  Brriral  in- 

tended to  pay  Um  a '  i     u    r  and  respect  at  his  qua^ 

ters,  but  wai  by  .1         5s  rudely  and  insolenth 

forbid,  untH  he  bIiouhI  m  1       lerTuission.    And  ths  eai<l 

■Sastmga,  altliong^  hs  haa  [se^  1^  deteriained  011  the  ruin 
of  the  said  Bajah,  in  :  to  1  some  colour  of  reeularit  j 

and  juBtifle  to  hil  pn  aid  on  the  day  atter  his 

arrivu,  that  ia,  on  tl»  una  <  a/ August,  17S1,  send  to  the 
Baiah  a  cha^V  in  miting,  hough  informal  and  irre- 

gular, may  be  reduced  to  four  lea,  two  general,  and  two 

more  particular }  tbefirrtofthei  leraJ  being, " that  he (^e 
Bajah)  had,  by  the  meana  of  hU  cret  agents,  endeavoured 
to  excite  dlBordere  in  the  ff0T<  u  mt,  on  which  he  depend- 
ed;" the  second,  "that  he  had  -ed  the  t/ai/y  perpetration 
of  robberiea  and  mnrdeni,  eren  m  The  atreete  of  Benares,  to 
the  great  and  public  scandal  of  the  English  name," 


That  it  appeard,  that  Hm  Mud  Warren  Halting  i*  gaSty 
of  a  hi^h  (Meaee,  contrary  to  the  Amdamentol  prinawai  of 
justice,  in  the  said  mode  (»  ohareing  misdemesaoonwAoBt 
any  specification  of  person,  or  ^ace,  or  tpie,  or  ac^  cr  nqr 
owdT  of  apeciflcation  of  proo&,  by  which  the  pavtjr  tkmsd 
may  be  enabled  to  refute  the  same,  in  order  to  mnat^  in^ 


reputation,  and  to  prejudice  him  with  regatd  i 
cles  more  clearly  specined. 

TI. 
That  the  two  specified  articles  relate  to  oertaiii  debgn; 
the  first,  with  reeurd  to  the  payment  of  the  suma  at  money 
unjustly  extorted  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  second,  the'  BiXh 
compliance  with  a  requisition  of  caralry ;  which  jtait-eam^ 
ance  the  said  Hastings  (even  if  the  said  chaigea  had  bwo 
founded)  did  &laely,  tmd  in  contradiction  to  ul  I«ir,  MUbb 
and  maintain  (in  bis  accusation  against  tiie  Bajah,  uA  ad- 
dressing himself  to  him)  "  to  amount  to  a  direet  duvgo  of 
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disaffection  and  infidelity  to  the  government,  on  which  yon 
depend."  And  further  proceeded  as  follows :  "  I  therefore 
judged  it  proper  to  state  them  (the  said  charges)  thus  fully 
to  you  in  writing,  and  to  require  your  answer ;  and  this  I 
expect  immediately,^^  That  the  said  Hastings,  stating  his 
pretended  facts  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  (as  he 
would  have  it  understood)  of  high  treason,  and  therefore  call- 
ing for  an  immediate  answer,  did  wilfully  act  against  the 
rules  of  natural  justice,  which  requires,  that  a  convenient 
time  should  be  given  to  answer,  proportioned  to  the  great- 
ness of  the  offence  alleged,  and  the  heavy  penalties  which  at- 
tend it ;  and  when  he  did  arrogate  to  himself  a  right  both  to 
charge  and  to  judge  in  his  own  person,  he  ought  to  have 
allowed  the  Bajah  full  opportunify  for  conferring  with  his 
ministers,  his  doctors  of  law,  and  his  accountants,  on  the 
facts  charged,  and  on  the  criminality  inferred  in  the  said  ac- 
cusation of  disloyalty  and  disaffection,  or  offences  of  that 
quality. 

VII. 

That  the  said  Bajah  did,  under  the  pressure  of  the  disad- 
vantages aforesaid,  deliver  in,  upon  the  verv  evening  of  the 
day  of  the  charge,  a  full,  complete,  and  specific  answer  to  the 
two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  allege,  and  offer  proof, 
that  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary  demands  of  the  said 
Hastings  had  been  actually  long  before  paid  and  discharged ; 
and  did  state  a  proper  defence  with  regard  to  the  cavalry, 
even  supposing  him  bound  (when  he  was  not  bound)  to  furn- 
ish aiiy.  And  the  said  Eajah  did  make  a  direct  denial  of  the 
truth  of  the  two  general  articles,  and  diAxplain  himself  on 
the  same  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  and  as  fully  as  their 
nature  could  permit ;  offering  to  enter  into  immediate  trial 
of  the  points  in  issue  between  him  and  the  said  Hastings,  in 
the  remarkable  words  following :  "  My  enemies,  with  a  view 
to  my  ruin,  have  made  false  representations  to  you.  Now 
that,  happily  for  me,  you  have  yourself  arrived  at  this  place, 
you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  circumstances ;  first,  re- 
lative to  the  horse ;  secondly,  to  my  people  going  to  Cal- 
cutta ;  and  thirdly,  the  dates  of  the  receipts  of  the  particular 
sums  above  mentioned.  You  will  then  know  whether  I  have 
amused  you  with  a  false  representation,  or  made  a  just  report 

S      Jd 
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to  jmi."   And  in  the  Mud  m 
but  in  the  mort  modest       i 
most  duifierotui  and  criminal 
moment,  namely,  hia  not 
and  petitions;  and  o      Im 
have  never  awerred  ia 
you.    It  remaina  vith  yon 
I  am  ia  ereiy  casejoiu      re. 
aented  to  you.    May  your  pn 


iploioed, 
an  injury  to  him  of  the 
trausaotiona  of  sui^ 
auy  answer  to  hJa  letten 
in  .he  following  worda:  "I 
degree  from  my  duty  to 
de  on  all  these  matterB. 
hat  is  just  I  have  repre- 
ty  increase'." 


Tin. 

That  the  laid  'Wanen  I 
tial  principlM  of  natural , 
by  the  Bq'ah  to  a  fiur  uia  un 
the  matter  of  i     niai     on  bn 
Hastinsa,  at  a  oi         d  i 
materiala,  and  the  pi 
4.L. .-J  TT i: r 


was  bound  by  the  eaaen- 

sttend  to  the  claim  made 

il  tria,l  and  inquiry  into 

IE  agaiust  him  by  the  said 

),  w    ieh  fumishod  all  proper 

B  tn  all  ucceaeary  witnesses ;  but 


the  said  Hastings,  u  aa  of  instituting  the  aaid  inquiry,  and 
granting  trial,  £d  r  nve  an  humble  request  for  justice  from 
a  great  prince,  aa  a  ireah  offence,  and  as  a  personal  inault  to 
himself;  and  did  conceive  a  riolent  passioii  of  anger,  and  a 
strong  resentment  thereat,  declaritiL',  that  be  did  consider 
the  said  answer  as  not  only  unsatisiaoto^  in  aabatkOO^  bat 
offensive  in  style.  "  This  answer  you  will  perdeln  to  be^^ut 
only  unsatisfactory  in  substance,  but  offensive  in  style }  Htd 
less  a  vindication  of  himself,  than  a.-  recrimination  cn  me. 
It  expresses  no  concern  for  the  canaes  of  complaint  w™^"*^ 
in  my  letter,  or  desire  to  atone  for  them,  nor  the  wnaHiw^ 
intention  to  puraue  a  different  line  of  oondnct.  An  mhww 
couched  nearly  ii0Urmg  of  defiance  to  requisitiona  of  bo  Mt^ 
ous  a  nature,  I  could  not  but  consider  as  a  itrtmg  ndieatioM 
of  that  tpirit  fff  independency,  which  the  Bajah  Laa  fcv  ■< 
years  past  assumed,  and  of  which  indeed  I  had  eailv  obae 

other  manifest  symptoms,  both  before  and  from  uie  iu 

of  my  arrival." — Which  representation  ii  altogether,  sod  in 
all  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious ;  as  the  mibBtaiiM 
of  the  answer  is  a  justification  proper  to  be  pleaded,  and  At 
style,  if  in  anything  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extiame  hi^ 
mility,  resulting  rather  irom  an  immanly  and  algeot .  apiiifc 
than  from  anything  of  an  offensire  liberty ;  but  beiog  leeeWBu 
OB  disrespectful  by  the  said  Hastings,  it  abuni     idy  ic 
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the  tyrannical  arrogance  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  de- 
pression into  which  the  natives  are  sunk  under  the  British 
government. 

IX. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  pretending  to  have  been 
much  alarmed  at  the  offensive  language  of  the  said  Eajah's 
defence,  and  at  certain  appearances  oi  independency,  which 
he  had  observed,  not  only  on  former  occasions,  but  since  his 
arrival  at  Benares,  (where  he  had  been  but  little  more  than 
one  day,)  and  which  appearances  he  never  has  specified  in 
any  one  instance,  did  assert,  that  he  conceived  himself  indis- 
pensably obliged  to  adopt  some  decisive  plan ;  and  without 
,  any  further  inquiry  or  consultation  (which  appears)  with  any 
person,  did  at  ten  o'clock  of  the  verv  night  on  which  he  re-^ 
ceived  the  before-mentioned  full  and  satisfactory,  as  well  as 
submissive,  answer,  send  an  order  to  the  British  resident 
(then  being  a  public  minister  representing  the  British  go- 
vernment at  the  court  of  the  said  Eajah,  and  as  such  boimd 
by  the  law  of  nations  to  respect  the  prince,  at  whose  court 
he  was  resident,  and  not  to  attempt  anything  against  his 
person  or  state ;  and  who  ought  not  therefore  to  have  been 
chosen  by  the  said  Hastings,  and  compelled  to  serve  in  that 
business)  that  he  should  on  the  next  morning  arrest  the  said 
prince  in  his  palace,  and  keep  him  in  his  custody  until  fur- 
ther orders ;  which  said  order  being  conceived  in  the  most 
peremptory  terms,  the  Rajah  was  put  under  arrest,  with  a 
guard  of  about  thirty  orderly  sepoys,  with  their  swords  drawn ; 
and  the  particulars  thereof  were  reported  to  him  as  follows : 

"  Honourable  Sir, 

I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  last 
night,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  orderlies,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Stalker,  to  Shewalla  (Jhaut,  the  present  residence 
of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  acquainted  him  it  was  your  plea- 
sure he  should  consider  himself  in  arrest;  that  he  shoiild 
order  his  people  to  behave  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for 
that  any  attempt  to  rescue  him  would  be  attended  with  his 
own  destruction.  The  Rajah  submitted  quietly  to  the  arrest^ 
and  assured  me,  that  whatever  were  your  orders,  he  was  ready 
implicitly  to  obey ;  he  hoped  that  you  would  allow  him  a 
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tubsitUnetf  but  u  for         i  s,   and  hit 

treantre.  Ma  nnu  nod]/  to  i  tU  your  feel,  and  liis  life  if 

reqmrtd.  He  ezpreMed  lui  en  ich  hurt  at  the  iguoniiny, 
vnich  be  stGrniM,  must  bs  Sequence  of  hie  confine- 

ment ;  and  entreated  me  to  leiiini  ta  jou  with  the  I'oregoing 
Bubmioaii^  h<q>iiig  that  7011  in  1  inake  allowances  for  hia 
youth  and  inexperience,  and  in  d  lideratiaa  of  his  father's 
name  releaae  him  from  hia  1     1  «Dt,  as  eoon  aa  he  should 

prove  the  nnoerity  of  lus  nd  himself  deecrving  of 

your  compancm  Mul  £)rgivi 


That  a  fitfther  order  1  1,  tbat  every  servant  of  the 

Bajah  shonld  bo  diaarmeo,  ■  Aain  number  only  left  to 
attend  him  under  a  itri      1  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

after  this  otmTeraation,  liwo  Hies  of  grenadier  sepoys 

were  sent  to  the  Bajah'i  _  _iy  the  said  Haatinga ;  and 

the  Bajah,  being  dimnayea  pj  unexpected  and  unpro- 

Toked  treatmem^  wrote  two  ihon  letters  or  petitions  to  the 
aaid  Hastinga,  under  the  si'eateM  apparent  dejectioa  at  the 
outrage  anddiahonour  he  nadsu&redin  the  eyes  of  hieBub- 
jecta,  (all  impritonment  of  peraana  of  rank  being  held  in  that 
country  aa  a  mark  of  indelible  in  uny ;  and  be  alio,  a  dl 
probability,  conaidering  hia  impriaoi  ;memt  aa  a  pieltUa  to  Iha 
taking  away  his  life,)  and  in  the  fi  it  of  Hie  and  petUtoM'lw 
did  express  himself  in  this  man  "  Whatem  may  b^row 
tJ^Bure,  do  it  with  your  own  nmda ;  I  am  tout  wn. 
Wliat  occasion  can  there  be  for  a  guard  P"  And  u  tte 
other,  "  My  honour  was  bestowed  upon  me  by  your  F'  ' 


It  depends  on  you  alone  to  take  away,  or  not  to  take  nm, 
the  country  out  of  my  hands. ,  In  case  my  honour  ia  Sot  lot 
to  me,  how  shall  I  be  ecjual  to  the  buajneis  of  the  goreiB- 
ment  ?  Whoever,  with  his  hands  in  a  supplicating  portlin^  ia 
ready  with  hia  life  and  property,  what  neoeaaity  em  then  be 
for  bim  to  be  dealt  vrith  in  this  way  P  " 

XI. 

That  according  to  the  said  Hastings's  aanittTe  of  ftia 

iransaction,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  on  aceomit  of  As  a^ 


parent  despondency,  in  which  these  letters  wen 
"thought  it  neeettary  to  give  him  aoma  enamu-aas 
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and  therefore  wrote  him  a  not«  of  a  few  lines,  carciesBly  and 
liaughtily  espreased,  and  little  calculated  to  relieve  him  from 
his  iineasineBa,  promising  to  send  to  liim  a  person  to  explain 
particularB  ;  aod  desiring  him  "  to  set  his  mind  at  reat,  and 
not  to  conceive  any  terror  or  apprehension."  To  which  an 
uawer  of  great  humilltj  and  dejection  was  received. 

XII. 
That  the  report  of  the  Eaiah'a  arrest  did  cause  a  great 
■larm  in  the  city,  in  the  suburbs  of  which  the  Rnj ah 's  palace 
n  aituated,  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  people  were 
filled  with  dismay  and  anger,  at  the  outrage  and  indi^ity 
offered  to  a  prince,  under  whose  government  they  enjoyed 
much  ease  and  happiness.  Under  these  circumstaoceB  the 
Aajah  desired  leave  to  perform  his  ablutions ;  which  was 
nrnsed,  unless  he  sent  lor  water,  and  performed  that  cere- 
mony on  the  spot.  This  he  did.  And  soon  after  some  of 
the  people,  who  now  began  to  surround  the  palace  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  attempting  to  force  their  way  into  the 
mlace,  a  British  officer,  commanding  the  guard  upon  the 
Itaj ah,  struck  one  of  them  with  his  sword.  The  people  grew 
more  and  more  irritated ;  but  a  message  being  sent  irom  the 
Bajah  to  appease  them,  they  continue^  oa  this  interposition, 
foe  a  while  quiet.  Then  the  S^jah  retired  to  a  sort  of  stone 
pavilion,  or  hastion,  to  perform  his  devotions,  the  guard  of 
sepoys  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  person  of  the  meanest  station,  called  a  chubdar,  at 
boEit  answering  to  our  common  beadle  or  tipstalf,  was  sent 
with  a  message  (of  what  nature  does  not  appear)  Irom  Ur. 
Hastings,  or  the  resident,  to  the  prince  under  arretit;  and 
diis  base  person,  without  regard  to  the  rank  of  the  prisoner, 
or  to  bis  tnen  occupation,  addressed  him  in  a  rude,  hoiateroui 
muiner,  "passionately  and  insultingly,"  (as  the  said  Kajah 
has  without  contradiction  asserted,)  "  and  reviling  him  with 
a  loud  voice,  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  vilest  abuse :" 
and  the  manner  and  matter  being  observable  and  audible  to 
the  multitude,  divided  only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  &om 
the  scene  within,  a  tiring  commenced  from  without  the 
palace;  on  which  the  Kajan  again  interposed,  and  did  what 
m  him  lay  to  auppresa  the  tumult,  imtil  an  English  officer 
Btiikiiig  hun  with  a  sword,  aod  wounding  him  on  the  hand, 
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the  people  no  longer  kept  any  measures,  but  broke  throngli 
the  enclosure  of  the  paliu>e.  The  insolent  tipataft'  wan  first 
cut  down,  and  the  multitude  faUing  upon  the  sepoys  and  the 
English  officers,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  cut 
to  pieces )  the  eoldiera  having  been  ordered  to  that  service 
wituout  any  charges  for  their  pieces.  And  in  this  tumult 
the  Rajah,  being  justly  fearful  of  falling  into  the  bands  of 
the  said  Hastings,  did  make  bis  escape  over  the  walls  of  his 
palace  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed  of  his  turban  tied  together, 
into  a  boat  upon  the  river,  and  from  thence  into  a  putce  of 
security ;  abandoning  many  of  his  family  to  the  discretion 
of  the  said  Hastings,  who  did  cause  the  said  palace  to  be 
occupied  by  a  company  of  Boldiers  after  the  flight  of  the 
Bajah. 
i  XIII. 

I  That  the  Bajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  arrived  at  a  plaoe  of 
'  lefuge,  did,  on  the  very  day  of  his  flight,  send  a  suppliant 
letter  to  the  said  HastingB,  filled  with  eipressiona  of  eon- 
eem  (affirmed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  expressions) 
for  what  had  happened,  and  professions  (said  by  the  said 
Hastings  to  be  indefinite  and  unapplied)  of  fidelity :  but  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  though  bound  by  his  duty  to  hear  the 
said  £ajah,  and  to  prevent  extremities,  if  possible,  being 
filled  with  insolence  and  malice,  did  not  thinJi  it  "  becoming 
of  hiro  to  make  any  reply  to  it ;  and  that  he  thought  he  or- 
dered the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  be  told,  that  it  required 

XIV. 
That,  this  letter  of  submission  having  been  received,  the 
■aid  fiajah,  not  discouraged  or  provoked  from  using  every 
■ttempt  towards  peace  and  reconciliation,  did  again  apply, 
on  the  very  morning  following,  to  Eiohard  Johnson,  Esquire, 
for  bis  interposition,  but  to  no  purpose ;  and  did  likewise, 
with  as  little  effect,  send  a  message  to  Cantfi  BabQ,  native 
steward,  and  confidential  agent  of  the  said  Hastings,  which 
was  afterwards  reduced  into  writing,  "to  ejcculpate  himself 
from  any  concern  in  what  had  passed,  and  to  profess  biB 
obedience  to  his  will  (Hastings's)  in  whatever  way  he  shoiiM 
"  '  '    "     But  the  said  Hastings,  for  several  false  imd  oon- 
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tradictory  reasons  by  him  assigned,  did  not  take  any  advan- 
tage of  the  said  opening,  attributing  the  same  to  artifice,  in 
order  to  gain  time ;  but  instead  of  accepting  the  said  sub- 
missions, he  did  resolve  upon  flight  from  the  city  of  Benares, 
and  did  suddenly  fly  therefrom  in  great  confusion. 

XV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  persevere  in  his  resolutions 
not  to  listen  to  any  submission  or  offer  of  accommodation 
whatsoever,  though  several  were  afterwards  made  through 
almost  every  person,  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  influ- 
ence with  him,  but  did  cause  the  Rajah's  troops  to  be  at- 
tacked and  fallen  upon,  though  they  only  acted  on  the  defen- 
sive, (as  the  Rajah  has  without  contraAction  asserted,)  and 
thereby,  and  by  his  preceding  refusal  of  propositions  of  the 
same  nature,  and  by  other  his  perfidious,  unjust,  and  tyran- 
nical acts  by  him  perpetrated  and  done,  and  by  his  total 
improvidence  in  not  taking  any  one  rational  security  whatso- 
ever against  the  inevitable  consequences  of  those  acts,  did 
make  himself  guilty  of  all  the  mutual  slaughter  and  devasta- 
tion, which  ensued,  as  well  as,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  imminent 
danger  of  the  total  subversion  of  the  British  power  in  India., 
by  the  risk  of  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts,  that  it  did 
run ;  as  also,  "  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thought,  that  he  at- 
tributed too  much  consequence  to  his  personal  safety,  when 
he  supported  the  fate  of  the  British  empire  in  India  connected 
with  it;  and  that,  mean  as  its  substance  may  be,  its  acci- 
dental qualities  were  equivalent  to  those,  which,  like  the 
characters  of  a  talislnan  in  the  Arabian  mythology,  formed 
the  essence  of  the  state  itself,  representation,  title,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  public  opinion.  That  had  he  fallen,  such  a 
stroke  would  be  universally  considered  as  decisive  of  the  na- 
tional fate.  Every  state  round  it  would  have  started  into 
arms  against  it ;  and  every  subject  of  its  own  dominion  would^ 
according  to  their  several  abilities,  have  become  its  enemy, ^* 
And  that  he  knew,  and  has  declared,  that,  though  the  said 
stroke  was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  actually  ensue 
from  his  proceedings.  "  That  half  the  province  of  Oude  was 
in  a  state  of  as  complete  rebellion  as  that  of  Benares  ;'*  and 
that  invasions,  tumults,  and  insurrections  were  occasioned 
thereby  in  various  other  parts. 


xn. 


Bsce 

^^H      That  the  aaid  Warren  liastings,  after  he  had  collected  hia 
^^BCircea  from  till  porta,  did,  with  little  diiEculty  or  bloodshed, 
^^H  subsequent  to  that  time,  on  the  port  of  his  troope,  and  in  a 
^^Bcfew  days,  entirely  reduce  the  said  province  of  BeDaros  ;  and 
^H  did,  after  the  said  short  and  little-resisted  hostility,  in  cold 
blood,  issue  an  order  tor  burning  a.  certain  town,  in  which 
he  accused  the  people  at  large  of  haring  killed,  "upon  what 
provocatioQ  he  know*  not,"  certain  wounded  sepoys,  who 
were  prisoners ;  which  order,  being  generally  given,  when  it 
was  hiB  duty  to  hare  made  some  inquiry  concerning  the  par- 
ticular offenders,  but  which  be  did  never  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  was  cruel,  inhuman,  and  tended  to  the  deBtmetian 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Company ;  and  that  this,  and  other 
acts  of  devastation,  did  cauae  the  loss  of  two  months  of  the 
collections. 

XVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Haatings  did  not  only  refuse  the 
Bubmissiana  of  the  said  Bajah,  which  were  frequently  re- 
peated through  various  persona  after  he  bad  left  Benares, 
and  even  after  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  Company's  forces, 
but  did  proscribe  and  except  him  from  the  pardons,  which 
be  issued,  atler  he  had  satisfied  his  vengeance  on  the  pro- 
vince of  Benares. 

XVIII. 

That  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  did  send  to  a  certain 
castle,  called  Bidgigur,  the  residence  of  a  person  of  high 
lank,  called  Pannah,  the  mother  of  the  Sajah  of  Benares, 
vith  whom  his  wife,  a  woman  described  by  the  aaiil  Hast- 
ings "to  be  of  an  amiable  character,"  and  all  the  other 
women  of  the  Rajah's  family,  and  the  survivors  of  the  family 
of  hia  father  Bulwant  Sing,  did  then  reside,  a  body  of  troops 
to  dispoBsesa  them  of  her  said  residen::e,  and  to  seise  upon 
her  money  and  etfeeta,  although  ahe  did  not  stand,  even  by 
bimaelt^  accused  of  any  offence  whatsoever ;  pretending,  but 
not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to  prove,  then  nor  since, 
that  the  treasurea  therein  contained  were  the  property  of 
the  Rajah,  and  not  her  own;  and  did,  in  order  to  atimuktB 
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the  British  soldiery  to  rapine  and  outrage,  issue  to  them 
several  barbarous  orders,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  civilized 
nations,  relative  to  their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable, 
attended  with  unworthy  and  unbecoming  menaces,  highly 
offensive  to  the  manners  of  the  East,  and  the  particular  re- 
spect there  paid  to  the  female  sex ;  which  letters  and  orders, 
as  well  as  the  letters  which  he  had  received  from  the  officers 
concerned,  the  said  Hastings  did  unlawfully  suppress,  until 
forced  by  the  disputes  between  him  and  the  said  officers  to 
discover  the  same ;  and  the  said  orders  are  as  follow : 

"  I  am  this  instant  favoured  with  yours  of  yesterday.  Mine 
of  the  same  date  (22nd  October,  1781)  has  before  this  time 
acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments  respect- 
ing the  Eannee  (the  mother  of  the  Eajah  Cheyt  Sing) ;  I  think 
every  demand  she  has  made  to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and 
respect  for  her  person,  is  unreasonable.  If  the  reports 
brought  to  me  are  true,  your  rtjecting  her  offers,  or  any  wc- 
gotiations  with  hei\  would  soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the 
fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend,  that  she  will  con- 
trive to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  coTmderable  part  of  the 
booty  by  being  suffered  to  retire  without  examination,  Bui 
this  is  your  consideration,  and  not  mine.  I  should  be  very 
sorry,  that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost  ANY  PAR  T  of  the 
reward,  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled ;  but  I  cannot  make 
any  objection,  as  you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the  Rannee.  What  you 
have  engaged  for  I  will  certainly  ratify ;  but  as  to  permitting 
the  Rannee  to  hold,  the  purgunnah  of  Hurluk,  or  any  other 
in  the  zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  authority  of 
the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever,  or  indeed  making  any 
conditions  with  her  for  a  provision,  I  will  never  consent  to  it*' 
And  in  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  dated  Benares,  3rd 
of  November,  1781,  in  which  he  the  said  Hastings  consents, 
that  the  said  woman  of  distinction  should  be  allowed  to 
evacuate  the  place,  and  to  receive  protection,  he  did  express 
himself  as  follows :  "  I  am  willing  to  grant  her  now  the  same 
conditions,  to  which  I  at  first  consented ;  provided,  that  she 
delivers  into  your  possession,  within  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  time  of  receiving  your  message,  the  fort  of  Bidzigurr, 
with  the  treasure  and  effects  lodged  therein  by  Cheyt  Sing, 
or  any  of  his  adherents,  with  the  reserve  only,  as  above  men- 
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I  tioned,  of  such  articks  a*  you  Mhail  think  necessary  to  her  tea 
I  tMd  eonilUian,  or  ns  you  shall  bo  disposed  of  yottrself  <o  in- 
i  dulfft  her  toith.     K  she  implies,  b&  1  espect  she  will,  it  will 
I  be  your  part  to  secure  the  tort,  and  tbe  property  it  contains, 
Ljfiir  the  benefit  of  yourielf  and  detachment.     I  have  only  fiir- 
I  ther  to  request,  that  you  will  grant  an  escort,  if  Pan  nil  should 
I  Mquire  it,  to  conduct  her  here,  or  wherever  she  may  choose 
I  to  retire  to.     But  should  ehe  refuse  to  execute  the  promise 
I  ilie  has  Dinde,  or  delay  it  beyond  the  term  of  24  hours,  it  is 
I  my  positioe  injunction,  that  you  itmnedJately  put  a.  stop  to 
I  soy  further  intercourse  or  negotiation  with  her,  and  on  no 
'  pretext  renew  it.     If  she  disappoints,  or  tri/les  with,  me, 
I  after  I  have  subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgrace  of  returning 
'  ineffectually,  and  of  course  myself  to  discredit,  I  shall  consi- 
der it  mi  a  teoHton  affront  and  indignity,  luhich  I  can  never 
forgive,  nor  will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but 
leave  her  eiqjosed  to  those  dangers,  which  she  has  chosen  to 
risk,  rather  than  trust  to  the  clemency  and  generosity  of 
our  government,  I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  nf  these  eon- 
temtencei,  and  will  not  ventttre  to  incur  them;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  I  place  a  dependence  on  her  offers,  and  have  con- 
sented to  send  my,  duan  to  her." 

I  XIX. 

[  That  the  enatle  aforesaid  being  surrendered  upon  terms  of 
Bttfety,  and  on  espress  condition  of  not  attempting  to  search 
their  persons,  the  woman  of  rant  aforesaid,  ner  female  rela- 
tions and  female  dependents,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred, 
besides  children,  evacuated  the  said  castle ;  but  the  spirit  of 
rapacity  being  excited  by  the  letters  and  other  proceedings 
of^the  said  Hastings,  the  capitulation  was  shamefully  and 
outrageously  broken ;  and  in  despite  of  the  endeaTours  of 
the  commanding  oiBcer,  the  said  woman  of  high  condition, 
and  her  female  dependents,  friends,  and  servants,  were  plun- 
dered of  the  effects  they  carried  with  them,  and  which  were 
reserved  to  them  in  the  capitulation  of  their  fortress,  aixA  in 
their  persons  were  otherwise  rudely  and  inhumanly  dealt 
with  by  the  licentious  followers  of  the  camp ;  for  which  out- 
rages, represented  to  the  said  Hastings  with  great  concern  by 
the  comraandiug  officer.  Major  Popham,  he,  the  said  Haat- 
ings,  did  afterwards  recommend  a  late  and  fruitless  redraWi- 
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XX. 


That  the  governor-general,  'Warren  Hastings,  in  exciting 
the  hopes  of  the  military  hj  declaring  them  well  entitled  to 
the  plunder  of  the  fortresa  ai'oreBaid,  the  resiJonce  of  the 
mother  and  other  women  of  the  Hajah  of  Benares,  and  by 
wishing  the  troops  to  Becurc  the  sanio  for  their  owji  benefit, 
did  adrtHe  and  act  in  direct  contradietioa  to  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directora,  and  to  his  own  opinion  of  hia  public 
doty,  as  well  as  to  the  truth  and  reality  thereof;  he  liavius 
some  years  before  entered  in  writing  the  declaration,  which 
foUows.  "  The  very  idea  of  prize-tnoneg  suggests  to  my 
remembrance  the  former  borders  tchich  arose  in  our  army 
from  this  source,  and  had  almost  proved  fatal  to  it.  Of  this 
circumstance  you  must  be  sufficiently  apprized,  and  of  tho 
necessity  for  discouraging  every  expectation  of  this  kind 
amongst  the  troops — it  is  to  be  avoided  like  poison.  The  bad 
effects  of  a  similar  measure  were  but  too  plainly  felt  in  a 
former  period,  and  our  honourable  masters  did  not  fail  on 
that  occasion  to  reprobate  with  their  censure,  in  the  most 
severe  terms,  a  practice,  which  they  regarded  as  the  source 
of  infinite  evils ;  and  which,  if  established,  woiJd  in  their 
judgment  Eecessarily  bring  corruption  and  ruin  on  their 
army." 

XXI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  after  he  had  given  the  licence 
aforesaid,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the  booty  found 
in  the  castle,  to  the  amount  of  23,27,813  current  rupees,  was 
distributed  among  the  soldiers  employed  in  its  reduction, 
the  said  Hastings  did  retract  his  declaration  of  right,  and 
his  permission  to  the  soldiers  to  appropriate  to  themselvea 
the  plunder,  and  endeavoured,  by  various  devices  and  arti- 
fices, to  explain  the  same  away,  and  to  recover  the  spoil 
aforesaid  for  the  use  of  the  Company  ;  and  wholly  failing  in 
his  attempts  to  resume  by  a  breach  of  faith  with  tlie  soldiers, 
■what  he  had  unlawfully  disposed  of  by  a  breach  of  duty  to 
his  constituents,  he  attempted  to  obtam  the  same  as  a  loan, 
in  which  attempt  he  also  failed ;  and  the  aforesaid  money 
being  the  only  part  of  the  treasures  belonging  to  the  Kajab, 
or  any  of  his  fiimily,  that  had  been  found,  be  was  altogether 
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'friwtratod  in  the  acquisition  of  every  part  of  that  dishonour- 
wible  abject,  which  alone  he  pretended  to,  aud  puraued 
through  a  long  series  of  acts  of  injustice,  inhumanity,  oppreB- 
■ion,  violence,  and  bloodabed,  at  the  hanard  of  hla  peraon 
and  reputation,  and,  in  his  ovm  opinion,  at  the  risk  of  the 
total  subversion  of  the  British  empire. 

Ixxn. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  the  cominisBion  of 
the  offences  aforesaid,  being  well  aware,  that  he  should  be 
called  to  an  accouut  for  the  some,  did,  by  the  evil  counsel 
llid  agency  of  Sir  Elijah  Irapey,  knight,  hia  Majesty's  chief 
justice,  who  was  then  out  of  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction, 
cause  to  be  taken  at  Benares,  before,  or  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah 
tnpey,  and  through  the  intervention,  not  of  the  Compaoy'B 
interpreter,  but  of  a  certain  private  interpreter  of  his  the 


Hastings's  own  appointment,  and  a  dependent  on  him, 
caued  MtjoT  Davy,  several  declarations  and  depositions  by 
natives  of  Hindostan ;  and  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  before 


the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey  several  attestations  in  English, 
made  by  British  aubjects,  and  which  were  afterwards  trans- 
mitted to  Calcutta,  and  laid  before  the  council-geueral ;  some 
of  which  depositions  were  upon  oath,  some  upon  honour,  and 
others  neither  upon  oalh  nor  honour,  hut  all  or  most  of  which 
were  of  nu  irregular  and  irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  de- 

,    cent  to  be  taken  by  a  British  magistrate,  or  to  be  trans- 

^joitted  to  a  BritiBh  government. 


xxin. 

That  one  of  the  said  attestations  (but  not  on  oath)  « . 
I  nade  by  a  principal  minister  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  to  whom 
laid  H      "        '     ■  '    "  


K>m 

^^B'the  said  Hastings  had  some  time  before  proposed  to  sell  the 
^^f  sovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  Benares ;  and  that  one 
^^  other  attestation  (not  upon  oath)  was  made  by  a  natrre 
woman  of  distinction,  whose  son  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 
actually  promote  to  the  government  of  Benares,  vacated  by 
the  unjust  expuhtion  of  the  Rajah  aforesaid,  and  who  ia  her 
deposition  did  declare,  that  she  considered  the  eirpelled 
Bajah  as  her  enemy ;  and  that  he  never  did  confer  with  her, 
or  suffer  her  to  be  acquainted  with  any  of  his  designs. 
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XXIV. 


That  besides  the  depositions  of  persons  interested  in  the 
ruin  of  the  Eajah,  others  were  made  by  persons,  who  then 
received  pensions  from  him  the  said  Hastings ;  and  several 
of  the  affidavits  were  made  by  persons-  of  mean  condition, 
and  so  wholly  illiterate  as  not  to  be  able  to  write  their 
names. 

XXV. 

That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  also  cause  to  be  examined 
by  various  proofs  and  essays,  the  result  of  which  was  de- 
livered in  upon  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  military  stores 
taken  by  the  British  troops  from  the  said  Eajah  of  Benares ; 
and  upon  the  report,  that  the  same  were  of  a  good  quality, 
and  executed  by  persons  conversant  in  the  making  of  good 
military  stores,  although  the  cannon  was  stated  by  the  same 
authority  to  be  bad,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  the 
report  aforesaid,  did  maliciously,  and  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  natural  and  legal  reason,  infer,  that  the  insurrection, 
which  had  been  raised  by  his  own  violence  and  oppression, 
and  rendered  for  a  time  successful  by  his  own  improvidence, 
was  the  consequence  of  a  premeditated  design  to  overturn 
the  British  empire  in  India,  and  to  exterminate  therefrom 
the  British  nation ;  which  design,  if  it  had  been  true,  the 
said  Hastings  might  have  known,  or  rationally  conjectured, 
and  ought  to  have  provided  against.  And  if  the  said  Hast- 
ings had  received  any  credible  information  of  such  design,  it 
was  his  duty  to  lay  the  same  before  the  council-board,  and 
to  state  the  same  to  the  Eajah  when  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  have  given  an  answer  thereto,  or  to  observe  thereon  ;  and 
not,  after  he  had  proscribed  and  driven  him  from  his 
dominions,  to  have  inquired  into  offences  to  justify  the  pre- 
vious infliction  of  punishment. 

XXVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  taking  the  said  depositions 
there  was  any  person  present  on  the  part  of  the  xtajah  to 
object  to  the  competence,  or  credibility,  or  relevancy  of  any 
of  the  said  affidavits,  or  other  attestations,  or  to  account, 
otherwise  than  as  the  said  deponents  did  account,  for  any  of 
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■  ttie  facts  tlierein  etated ;  nor  were  any  copies  thereof  sent  to 
I  the  enid  Bajah,  although  the  Company  had  a  minister  at  the 
L  place  of  his  residence,  namely,  in  the  camp  of  the  MabrattA 
ohief  Scindia,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  transmit  to  the  Cuni< 
pany  any  matters,  which  might  induce  or  enable  them  to  do 
justice  to  the  injured  prince  aforesaid.  And  it  does  not 
appear,  that  the  t>aid  Hoiitiuga  has  ever  produced  any  witness, 
letter,  or  other  document,  tending  to  prove,  that  the  said 
Bojah  ever  did  carry  on  any  hostile  negotiation  whatever 
with  any  of  those  powers,  with  whom  he  was  charged  with 

^A  conspiracy  against  the  Company,  previous  to  the  period  of 
the  said  Hastings's  having  arrested  him  in  his  palace, 
although  he  the  said  Hastiuga  had  various  agents  at  the 
courts  of  all  those  princes  ;  and  that  a  late  principal  agent 
and  near  relation  of  a  miniater  of  one  of  thetn,  the  Hajab  of 
Berar,  called  Seuaram  Pundit,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  tumult 
at  Benares,  actually  with  the  said  Hastings,  and  the  said 
Benaram  Pundit  was  by  him  highly  applauded  for  his  ^eal 
and  fidelity,  and  was  therefore  by  him  rewarded  with  a  la^e 
pension  on  those  very  revenues,  which  he  had  taken  from 
the  £ajah  Cheyt  Sing:  and  if  such  a  eonepiraey  had  pre- 
viously existed,  the  Mahratta  minister  aJ'oresaid  must  have 
known,  and  would  have  attested  it. 


SXVII. 


^H  That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the 
^H  time  that  he  formed  his  design  of  seizing  upon  the  treasures 
^B  of  the  Bajah  of  Benares,  and  of  deposing  him,  did  not  believe 
^^t  him  guilty  of  that  premeditated  project  for  driving  the 
^^L  English  out  of  India,  with  which  he  afterwards  thought  lit 
^^K  to  charge  him,  or  that  be  was  really  guilty  of  any  other 
^^B  great  oSence ;  because  he  has  caused  it  to  he  deposed,  that 
^^P  if  the  said  Bajah  should  pay  the  sum  of  money  by  bim  es- 
^^*  acted,  "  he  would  settle  his  zemindary  upon  him  on  the  most 
eligible  footing."  Whereas  if  he  had  conceived  him  to  have 
entertained  traitorous  designs  against  the  Company,  from 
whom  he  held  his  tributary  estate,  or  had  been  otherwise 
guilty  of  such  enormous  offences  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
I  take  extraordinary  methods  for  coercing  him,  it  would  not 
I  have  been  proper  for  him  to  settle  upon  such  a  traitor  and 
L  criminal  the  eemindary  of  Beniires,  or  any  other  territ<H^, 
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upon  the  most  eligible,  or  upon  any  other  footing  whatever ; 
whereby  the  said  Hastings  has  by  his  own  stating  demon- 
strated, that  the  money  intended  to  have .  been  exacted  was 
not  as  a  punishment  for  crimes,  but  that  the  crimes  were 
pretended  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  money. 

XXVIII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  justify  the 
acts  of  violence  aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  did  assert 
certain  false  facts,  known  by  him  to  be  such,  and  did  draw 
from  them  certain  false  and  dangerous  inferences,  utterly 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  princes  and  subjects  depend- 
ent on  the  British  nation  in  India,  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  all  just  government,  and  highly  dishpnourable  to  that  of 
Great  Britain ;  namely,  that  the  "  Eajah  of  Benares  was  not 
a  vassal  or  tributary  prince ;  and  that  the  deeds,  which 
passed  between  him  and  the  board  upon  the  transfer  of  the 
zemindary  in  1775,  were  not  to  be  understood  to  bear  the 
quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon  optional  conditions  be- 
tween equal  states ;  that  the  payments  to  be  made  by  him 
were  not  a  tribute,  but  a  rent ;  and  that  the  instruments,  by 
which  his  territories  were  conveyed  to  him,  did  not  differ 
from  common  grants  to  zemindars  who  were  merely  sub- 
jects ;  but  that  being  nothing  more  than  a  common  zemin- 
dar, and  mere  subject,  the  Company,  holding  the  acknow- 
ledged rights  of  his  former  sovereign,  held  an  absolute 
authority  over  him ;  that  in  the  known  relations  of  zemindar 
to  the  sovereign  authority,  or  power  delegated  by  it,  he  owed 
a  personal  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and  unreserved  obedi- 
ence to  that  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his  zemindary,  and 
even  of  his  life  and  property."  Whereas  the  said  Hastings 
did  well  know,  that  whether  the  payments  from  the  Eajah 
were  called  rent  or  tribute,  having  been  frequently  by  himself 
called  the  one  and  the  other,  and  that  of  whatever  nature 
the  instruments,  by  which  he  held,  might  have  been,  he  did 
not  consider  him  as  a  common  zemindar  or  landholder,  but 
as  far  independent  as  a  tributary  prince  could  be ;  for  he  did 
assign  as  a  reason  for  receiving  his  rent  rather  within  the 
Company's  province  than  in  his  own  capital,  that  it  would 
not  *'  frustrate  the  intention  of  rendering  the  Rajah  independ' 
ent;  that  if  a  resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money 
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at  it  became  due  at  Denarea,  such  a  resident  would  unaroid- 
abljT  acquire  on  iuflueuce  over  the  Kfljah,  and  over  his  conn- 
try,  which  would  in  effect  render  him  the  master  of  both; 
tbkt  this  consequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought  ootn- 
pletely  to  paas  without  a  stru^le,  and  many  appeals  to  tbs 
council,  which,  in  a  government  constituted  like  this,  cannot 
fiul  to  terminate  against  the  Bujah,  and  by  tlie  eonstructinn, 
to  which  this  oppoeitioa  to  the  agent  would  be  liable,  might 
eventually  draw  on  him  severe  restrictiona,  and  end  in  re- 
ducing him  to  the  mean  irmt  depraved  itate  of  a  zemindar." 

►  XXIX. 

And  the  aaid  Hastings,  in  the  said  minute  of  consultation, 
baTing  enumerated  the  frauda,  embeizlements,  and  oppres- 
aions,  which  would  ensue  from  the  Bajah's  being  in  the  d^ 
|Mndent  state  aforesaid;  and  having  obviated  idl  oppreheit 
■ions  from  giving  to  him  the  implied  symbols  of  dominion, 
did  aasert,  "  that,  without  such  appearance,  he  wonld  expect 
from  every  change  of  government  additional  demands  to  be 
made  upon  him ;  and  would  of  coui'se  descend  to  all  the  arts 
of  intrigue  and  concealment  pritctieed  by  other  dependent 
fiajaha,  which  would  keep  him  indigent  and  weak,  and 
erentually  prove  hurtful  to  the  Oompany.  But  that  by  proper 
eneoun^raent  and  protection,  he  might  prove  a  profltame 
dependent,  an  uaefiil  Darrier,  and  even  a  powerful  ally  to  the 
Company ;  but  that  he  would  be  neither,  if  the  conditions  of 
hia  conneiioii  with  the  Conipany  were  left  open  to  futiire 
vwiations," 

XXX. 
That  if  the  fact  had  been  true,  that  the  Hajah  of  Benares 
Vns  merely  an  eminent  landholder,  or  any  other  subject,  the 
wicked  and  dangerous  doctrine  aforeaoid,  namely,  that  "he 
owed  a  personal  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and  unreserved 
obedience,  to  the  sovereign  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his 
temindary,  and  even  of  his  life  and  property,  at  the  discretion 
of  those,  who  held,  or  fully  represented,  the  sovereign  au- 
thority, doth  leave  security  neither  for  life  nor  property  to 
any  persons  residing  under  the  Company's  protection ;  and 
that  uo  auch  powers,  nor  any  powers  of  that  nature,  had  been 
delegated  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  any  provisions  Of 
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XSXI. 
That  the  Mid  "Warren  HastingB  did  at  last  adrance  another 
dangerous  and  pemieious  principle  in  justification  of  hig  vio- 
lent, arbitrary,  and  iniquitous  acting  aforesaid ;  namely, 
"  that  if  he  had  acted  with  an  unwarrantable  rigour,  and  even 
injuatice,  towards  Cheyt  Sing,  yet,  first,  if  he  did  believe 
that  estraordinary  means  were  necesBaiy,  and  those  exerted 
with  a  strong  hand,  to  preserve  the  Company's  interests 
from  sinking  tinder  the  accuniulated  weight  that  oppressed 
them  ;  or,  secondly,  if  he  saw  a  political  necetsity  for  curbing 
the  overgroion  power  of  a  great  member  of  their  dotninion, 
and  to  make  it  contribute  to  the  relief  of  their  pressing  exi- 
gencies ;  that  his  error  would  he  excusable,  as  prompted  by 
an  excess  of  zeal  for  their  (the  Company's)  interest,  operating 
with  too  strong  a  bias  on  his  judgment;  but  that  much 
stronger  is  the  presumption,  that  sucli  acts  are  founded  on 
Just  principles,  than  that  they  ore  the  result  of  a  misguided 
judgment."  That  the  said  doctrines  are,  in  both  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  subversive  of  aU  the  principles  of  just  govem- 
inenfc,  by  empowering  a  governor  with  delegated  authority  in. 
the  first  caae,  on  his  own  private  belief  concerning  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  state,  not  to  levy  ao  impartial  and  equal  rate 
of  taxation  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  but  to  select  any  individual  from  the 
same  as  an  object  of  arbitrary  and  unmeasured  imposition; 
and,  in  the  second  case,  enabling  the  same  governor,  on  the 
same  arbitrary  principles,  to  determine  whose  property  should 
be  considered  as  overgrown,  and  to  reduce  the  same  at  hia 
pleasuit.. 

PART  IT. 

Second  Revolution  in  Benares. 

_.iAT  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had,  in  the  man- 
mr  aforesaid,  unjustly  and  violently  expelled  the  Sajah 
Cheyt  Sing,  the  lord  or  zemindar  of  Benares,  from  his  said 
lordship  or  zemindary,  did,  of  his  own  mere  usurped  au- 
thority, and  without   any  communication  with  the  other 
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^^BnemWB  of  the  council  of  Calcutta,  appoint  anoibcp  person, 
^^Ktf  the  Dame  of  Mehip  Narrun,  a  deecendaut  by  tlio  motlier 
I^Kfrom  the  late  Rajali  Bulwnnt  Sing,  to  the  government  of 
5  Benares  ;  and,  on  account  or  pretence  of  hia  youth  or  inex- 
perience (the  said  Mehip  Xarrain  not  being  above  twenty 
years  old)  did  appoint  hia  father  Durbege  Sing  to  act  as  his 
representative  or  administrator  of  aflatrs ;  but  did  give  a 
controlling  authority  to  the  British  resident  over  both,  not- 
withstanding his  declarations  before  mentioned  of  the  rais- 
chiefe  likely  to  liappeu  to  the  said  country  from  the  estab- 
lishment 01^  a  resident,  and  his  opinions  since  declared,  in  a 
letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  from  this  very  place 
(Benares)  the  Ist  of  October,  1784,  to  the  aame  or  stronger 
effect,  in  case  "  agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed 
with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  corrup- 
tion,/or  to  no  otiier  will  they  be  applied." 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the  aame  usurped 
authority,  entirely  tiet  aside  all  the  agreements  made  between 
the  late  Bojah  and  the  Company  (which  were  real  agree- 
ments with  the  state  of  Beuares,  in  the  person  of  the  lord  or 
prince  thereof,  and  hia  heirs) ;  and  without  any  fonn  of 
trial,  inquisition,  or  other  legal  process,  for,  forfeiture  of  the 
privileges  of  the  people  to  be  governed  by  magistrates  of  their 
own,  and  accoroing  to  their  natural  laws,  customs,  and 
usages,  did,  contrary  to  the  said  agreement,  separate  the 
mint  and  the  criminal  justice  from  the  said  government,  and 
did  vest  the  mint  in  the  British  resident,  and  the  crinunal 
justice  in  a  Mahomedan  native  of  bis  own  appointment ;  and 
did  enhance  the  tribute  to  be  paid  from  the  province,  from 
£250,000  annually,  limited  by  treaty,  or  thereabouts,  to 
three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  for  the  first  Year, 
and  to  four  liundred  thousand  for  every  year  after ;  ana  did 
compel  the  administrator  aforesaid  (father  to  the  Kniah)  to 
agree  to  the  same  -,  and  did,  by  the  same  usurped  autDority, 
illegally  impose,  and  cause  to  bo  levied,  sundry  injudidoua 
and  oppreasive  duties  on  goods  and  merchmidL'^e,  which  did 
greatly  impair  the  trade  of  the  province,  and  threaten  the 
utter  ruin  thereof;  and  did  charge  several  pensions  on  the 
said  revenues,  of  bis  own  u)ere  authority  ;  and  did  send  and 
keep  up  various  bodies  of  the  Company's  troops  in  the  said 
country  ;  and  did  perform  sundry  other  acts,  with  rega 


ts,  with  regu^^HI 
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the  said  territory,  in  total  subversion  of  the  rights  of  th* 
sovereign  and  the  people,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  and 
agreements  aforesaid. 

That  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  being  absent,  on  accounfr 
of  ill  health,  from  the  presidency  of  Calcutta  at  a  place  called 
Nia  Serai,  about  forty  miles  distant  therefrom,  did  carry  on 
n  secret  correspondence  with  the  reRident  at  Benares,  and 
under  colour,  that  the  instalments  for  the  new  rent  or  tribute 
were  in  arrear,  did  of  his  own  authority  make,  in  about  one 
year,  a  second  revolution  in  the  government  of  the  territory 
aforesaid;  and  did  order  and  direet,  that  Durbege  Sin?  afore- 
said, father  of  the  Kajah,  and  administrator  of  his  authority, 
should  be  deprived  of  his  office  and  of  his  lands,  and  thrown 
into  prison  ;  and  did  threaten  him  with  dfnth,  although  b6, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hod,  at  the  time  of  the  making 
his  new  arrangement,  declared  himself  sensible,  that  the  rent 
iiforeaaid  might  require  abatement ;  although  he  was  well 
apprized,  that  the  administrator  had  been  for  two  months  of 
his  administration  in  a  weak  and  languid  state  of  body,  and 
whoUy  incapable  of  attending  to  the  business  of  the  collec- 
tions ;  though  a  considerable  drought  had  prevailed  in  the 
eaid  province,  and  did  consequently  aflect  the  regularity  and 
produce  of  the  collections;  and  though  he  had  other  suffi- 
cient reason  to  believe,  that  the  said  administrator  had  not 
himself  received  from  the  collectors  of  goveniment,  and  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  rent  in  nrrear ;  yet  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  without  any  known  process,  or  recording 
any  answer,  defence,  plea,  exculpation,  or  apology  from  the 
party,  or  recording  any  other  grounds  of  rigour  against  him, 
except  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  resident, 
not  only  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  did  afterwards, 
without  laying  any  other  or  better  ground  before  the  council- 
genend,  persuade  them  to,  and  did  procure  from  them,  a 
confirmation  of  the  aforesaid  cruel  and  illegal  proceeding», 
the  correspondence  concerning  wliich  had  not  oeen  before 
communicated ;  he  pleading  his  illness  for  not  communicat- 
ing the  same,  though  that  illness  did  not  prevent  him  from' 
carrying  on  correBpondenee  concerning  the  deposition  of  the 
i^aid  administrator,  and  other  important  affairs  in  Tariooi 
places. 
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Tb&t  in  the  letter  ti)  the  coimcU  requiring  the  conSrma- 
ViiOD  of  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  aatd  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
only  propose  the  eonfinemeat  of  the  aaid  admin iatrator  al 
BenartiB,  although  by  hia  iinprisonment  he  must  have  been 
in  a  great  measure  disabled  from  recovering  tbe  balances 
due  to  him,  and  for  tbe  non-payment  of  which  he  was  thus 
imprisoned,  but  did  proper,  as  an  alternative,  his  imprison- 
Dient  at  a  remote  fortress,  out  of  the  said  territory,  and  in 
the  Company's  proviucee,  called  Chunor ;  desiring  them  to 
direct  the  resident  at  Benares  "  to  exact  from  Baboo  Dur- 
bitzee  Sing  every  rupee  of  the  coUectiouB,  which  it  shall  ap- 
I  pear  that  he  has  mode,  and  not  brought  to  account ;  and 
I  either  to  conliue  him  nt  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prisoner 
to  Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall 
have  discharged  the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  hini." 
And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passion 
and  personal  resentment  for  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous 
proceedings,  as  follows :  "  I  feel  mvself,  and  may  be  allowed 
on  such  an  occasion  to  acknowledge  it,  persouoUy  hurt  at 
tbe  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  discredit,  which  hia 
ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  appointment  of  him.  He  has 
deceived  me  ;  he  has  ofl'ended  against  the  government,  which 
I  then  represented."  And,  as  a  further  reason  for  depriving 
him  of  his  jaghire  (or  salary  out  of  land)  he  did  insinuate  in 
the  said  letter,  but  without  giving  or  offering  any  proof,  "that 
the  said  Bajab  had  been  guilty  of  lillle  and  mean  peealaiions, 
although  the  appointments  assigned  to  him  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  free  him  from  the  temptations  thereto," 

That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturaUy  have  been  expected, 
,  that  the  wife  of  the  said  administrator,  the  daughter  of  Bul- 
I  want  Sing,  the  late  Eajah  of  Benares,  and  her  son  the  retgn- 
i  ing  Bajab,  did  oppose  to  the  best  of  their  power,  but  by 
I  vhat  remonstrances,  or  upon  what  plea,  the  said  Warren 
F  Hastings  did  never  inform  the  court  of  directors,  the  depo- 
f  Bition,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  the 
I  busband  of  the  one,  and  the  father  of  the  other ;  but  that 
[  the  said  Hastings,  persisting  in  his  malice,  did  declare  to  the 
r  taid  eoTincil  as  follows ;  "  tiie  opposition  made  by  the  Bajoh 
■nd  the  old  Rannee,  both  equally  incapable  of  judging  for 
themtelves,  does  certainly  originate  from  some  secret  iufia- 
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ence,  which  ought  to  be  checked  by  a  decide* 
tory  declftratioQ  of  the  authority  of  the  board, 
ciation  of  their  displeasure  at  tAeir  presumption. 

That  the  said  Warreu  Haatinge,  Dot  satisfied  with  the  in- 
juriea  done,  aod  the  insults  and  disgraces  offered,  to  the 
family  aforesaid,  did  in  a  mauDcr  unparalleled,  except  by  an 
act  ot  his  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudulently  and  inhumanly 
endeavour  to  make  the  wife  and  son  of  the  said  adminiBtra- 
tor,  contrary  to  the  sentimenta  and  the  law  of  nature,  the 
ioBtrumentfl  of  his  oppressionB  ;  directing,  "  that  if  they  (the 
mother  and  son.  aforesaid)  could  be  iaduced  to  yield  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  eheer/rtl  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangement, 
and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  participation, 
it  would  be  better  than  that  it  ehould  be  done  by  a,  declared 
set  of  compulsion ;  but  that  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  declarationa  afore- 
said, the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  on  special  recommend- 
ation appoint,  in  opposition  to  the  wiahea  and  desires  of  the 
Kajah  and  his  mother,  another  person  to  the  administration 
of  ilia  affairs,  called  Jagher  Ueo  Seo. 

That  the  Company  having  sent  express  orders  for  the 
Bending  the  resident^by  them  before  appointed  to  Benares, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  strongly  oppose  himsielf  to 
the  same ;  and  did  throw  upon  the  person  appointed  by  the 
Company  (Francis  Fowke,  Esquire)  several  strong,  but  un- 
specified, reflections  and  aspersions,  contrary  to  the  duty  he 
owed  to  the  Company,  and  to  the  justice  he  owed  to  all  its 
servants. 

That  the  said  resident  being  appointed  by  the  votes  of  the 
rest  of  the  council,  in  obedience  to  the  reiterated  orders  of 
the  Company,  and  in  despite  of  the  opposition  of  the  said 
HMtings,  did  proceed  to  Benares ;  and,  on  the  represent- 
ation of  the  parties,  and  the  eubmisaion  of  the  accounts  of 
the  aforesaid  Durbitzee  Sing  to  an  arbitrator,  did  find  him, 
the  said  Uiu-bitzee  Sing,  in  debt  to  the  Company  for  a  sum 
not  considerable  enough  to  justify  the  severe  treatment  of 
the  said  Durbitzee  Sing;  his  wife  and  son  complaining,  at 
or  about  the  same  time,  that  the  balances  due  to  him  from 
the  aumils,  or  sub-coUectors,  had  been  received  by  the  new 
administrator,  and  carried  to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice 
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^^H^md  wrong  to  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing ;  whicli  reprcBeota- 

^^^EfioD,  the  onlj  one  tliat  hoe  been  transmitted  on  tbe  port  of 

^^r^^^  *"'<*  sufferers,  kiu  not  beeo  contradicted. 

I  That  it  appeara,  that  tbe  said  Durbitzee  Sing  did  after- 

warda  go  to  Calcutta  for  the  redresB  of  his  grievances;  and 
that  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  same  were  redressed,  or  evo. 
his  coroplflints  heard,  but  he  received  two  peremptory  orden 
from  the  supreme  council  to  leave  the  said  citf,  and  to  re- 
turn to  Benares;  that  on  his  return  to  Benares,  and  being 
there  met  by  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  although  he  hod  reason  to  be  well  assured,  that 
tbe  Bfud  Durbitzee  Sing  was  iu  posBession  of  small  or  no 
substance,  did  again  cruelly  and  inliumonly,  and  without  any 
legal  authority,  order  the  said  Durbitsee  Sing  to  be  strictly 

I  imprisoned ;  and  the  said  Durhitzee  Sing,  in  consequence  of 
the  vexations,  hardships,  and  oppressions  aforesaid,  died  in 
,»  short  time  after  insolvent ;  but  whether  in  prison  or  not, 
^does  not  appear. 
PART  v.  ^H 

Third  Revolution  in  Benares.  ^^^| 

That  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  maima 
before  recited,  divested  Uurbegp  Sing  of  the  administration 
of  the  province  of  Benares,  did  of  his  own  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  Bajah  and  his 
mother,  (in  whose  name,  and  in  whose  right,  the  said  Dur- 
bege  Sing,  father  of  the  one  and  husband  of  the  other,  bad 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  governinent,)  appoint  a  person 
called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to  administer  the  same. 

That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the  severe  example 
made  of  his  predecessor,  Js  represented  by  tbe  said  Warren 
Hastings  as  having  made  it  hia  "  avowed  principle  (as  it 
might  be  expected  it  should  be)  that  the  sum  fixed  fqr  the 
I  TeveauB  mvit  be  collected."  And  he  did,  upon  the  principle 
[  tforeaaid,  and  by  the  means  suggested  by  a  principle  of  that 
I  BOrt,  accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and  did  regularly 
I  discharge  to  the  British  resident  at  Benares,  by  monthly 
I  payments,  the  sums  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as 
]  jt  is  asserted  by  the  resident  Fowke;  but  the  said  Warren 
I  Hastings  did  assert,  that  hia   annual  collections  did  lud' 
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amount  to  more  than  lack  37,37,600,  or  thereabouta,  which 
he  Bays  in  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  province,  and  18 
about  twenty-four  thousand  pounds  short  of  hia  agreement. 

That  it  further  appears,  that  notwithstanding  the  new 
administrator  aforesaid  was  appointed  two  moutlis,  or  there- 
abouts, after  the  beginning  of  the  Fuaeli  year,  that  is  to  say, 
about  the  middle  of  November,  1782,  and  the  former  ad- 
ministrator had  collected  a  certain  portion  of  the  revenues 
of  that  year,  amounting  to  £17,000  and  upwards;  yet  he, 
the  said  new  administrator,  upon  the  unjust  and  desh'uctive 
principle  aforesaid,  sugftested  by  the  cruel  and  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  towards  his  prede- 
cessor, did  levy  on  the  province,  within  the  said  year,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  collected,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  collected  by  hia  predecessor  aforesaid. 

That  on  account  of  a  great  drought,  which  prevailed  in 
the  province  aforesaid,  a  remission  of  certain  duties  in  grain 
was  proposed  by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Benares ;  but 
the  administrator  aforesaid,  being  fearful  that  the  revenue 
would  fall  short  in  his  hands,  did  strenuously  oppose  hinself 
to  the  necessary  relief  to  tiie  inhabitants  of  the  said  city. 

TJiat  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  several  bodies  of 
the  Company's  troops  within  the  province,  since  the  abolition 
of  the  native  government,  it  became  subject  in  a  particular 
manner  to  the  Hajahs  upon  the  borders ;  insoniucn  that  In 
one  quarter  no  fewer  than  thirty  villaf^s  had  been  sacked 
and  burned,  and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  most  extreme 
distress. 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  at  Calcutta, 
did  represent,  that  the  collection  of  the  revenue  was  become 
very  diificult ;  and  besides  the  extreme  drought,  did  assign 
for  a  cause  of  that  difficulty  the  following : 

"  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which  in  former  years  was 
applied  in  this  country  to  remedy  temporary  inconveniences 
in  the  revenue,  and  wliioh  in  the  present  year  does  not  eiist. 
This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  and  shroffs 
(bankers)  resident  in  Benares,  i'rom  whom  aumila  (collectors) 
of  credit  could  obtain  temporary  loans  to  satisfy  the  imme- 
diate calls  of  the  Hajah.  These  sums,  which  used  to  circu- 
late between  the  aumil  and  the  merchant,  have  been  turned 
into  a  different  channel,  by  bills  of  exchange  to  de&ay  tha 
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expenses  of  government  both  on  the  west  coast  of  Inidia, 
luid  also  at  Madrns."     To  which  represcntatioa  it  does  Dot 
uipear  that  aiiy  answer  was  givm,  or  that  any  mode  of  re- 
ueis  was  adopted  in  coniequenoe  thereof. 
[  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  passed  throngh 
lie  provinee  of  Benares  (Gauzipore)  in  his  progress  towards 
fuiui,  did,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  city  of  Lucknow,  the 
d  of  April,  17tM>.  give  to  the  eouncil-board  at  Calcutta  an 
MUnt  (highl;  dishonourable  to  the  British  goeemment) 
I  the  effect  of  the  arrangements  made  by  himoelf  iu  the 
Mrs  1781  and  17S2,  in  the  words  following :  "  Having  con- 
nived, by  making  forced  stages,  while  the  troops  of  my 
jBcort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to  mak6  a  stay  of  five 
Hays  at  Benares,  I  wa^  thereby  furnished  with  the  means  of 
Sjuiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  province,  which 
K  am  aniious  to  communicate  to  you.     Indeed  the  inquiry, 
Ifhich  waa  in  a  great  degrte  obtriided  upon  me,  affected  me 
nth  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my  inability  to  apply  it 
a  any  useful  purpose.      i'Tom  the  confines  of  Buzar  to 
leuares  I  was  followed  andyiiCi^ne^by  the  olamours  of  the 
Biscontented  inhabitants.     It  was  what  I  expected  in  a  d» 
I,  because  it  is  rare  that  tJie  eiercise  of  authority  should 
satisfactory  to  all  who  are  the  objects  of  it.     The  dis- 
H  which  were  produced  by  the  long-con  tinned  drought, 
navoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  general  discontent;  j/et 
I  have  reaioH  to  fear,  that  the  cause  existed  principally  in  a 
'^eetioe,  t^  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive,  administration," 
r  Of  a  multitude  of  petitions,  which  were  presented  to  me, 
Hid  of  which  I  took  minutes,  every  one,  that  did  not  relate 
0  a  peraonal  grievance,  contained  the  representation  of  one 
md  the  same  species  of  oppression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of 
D  influence  moat  fatal  to  the  fiiture  cultivation.    The  prac-* 
.ice  to  which  I  aUude,  is  this :  it  is  afiirmed,  that  the  aumlls 
bid  renters  exact  from  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest 
\  largo  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent;  that  is, 
Kbom  those  who  hold  their  potta  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one 
Fwoy  of  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the  tobcJe,  vrithont 
Bubterfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  false  measure- 
ment, or  other  pretests ;  and  from  those,  whose  engagementa 
are  for  a  fixed  rent  in  money,  the  half,  or  a  greater  propor- 
tion, ia  taken  in  kind.     This  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon  the  in- 
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duatry  of  the  inhabitaats ;  since  there  is  scarce  &  field  cS 
grain  in  the  proviDce,  /  might  iay  not  one,  which  has  not 
been  preserved  by  the  incoaaant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by 
digging  wells  for  their  supply,  or  watering  them  from  the 
welia  of  maaonry,  with  which  their  county  abounds,  or  from 
the  neighbouring  tanks,  rivers,  and  nulUhs.  Tbe  people, 
who  imposed  on  themselves  this  voluntary  and  eitroordinaiy 
labour,  and  not  unattended  "with  eipense,  did  it  on  the  ei- 
pectatioa  of  reaping  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  ia  certain  they 
would  not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  known,  that  their  rulers, 
from  whom  they  teere  entitled  to  an  indemnification,  would 
take  from  them  what  they  ao  hardly  earned.  If  the  same 
administration  continues,  and  the  country  shall  again  labour 
under  want  of  rain,  every  field  will  be  abandoned,  the  reventu 
fail,  and  thoasandi  perish  through  want  of  subtistence;  for 
who  wUl  labour  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others,  and  to  make 
himself  the  subject  of  eiaction  ?  These  practices  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  naib  himself  [the  ndminiatmtor  forced  by  the 
aaid  Warren  Hastings  on  the  present  Hajah  of  Bomires], 
The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acta,  and  which  he  ac- 
knowledged to  myself,  is,  that  the  whole  sum  fiied  for  the 
revenue  of  the  province  mutt  be  colleeted ;  and  that,  for  thia 
purpose,  the  deficiency  ariwing  in  places  where  the  crops 
have  tailed,  or  which  have  been  left  uncultivated,  must  be 
supplied  from  the  resources  of  others,  where  the  soil  has 
been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  industry  of  the  cul- 
tivators hath  been  more  auccesafuUy  exerted :  a  principle, 
which,  however  apecioua  and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear, 
certainly  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  conse- 
quences. If  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had  been  made  only 
to  myself,  I  might  have  doubted  my  coustruction  of  it;  but 
.  it  was  repeated  by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.  In  the  management  of  the  cus- 
toms, the  conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  tbe  officer  under  him, 
was  forced  also  upon  my  attention.  The  exorbitant  rates 
exacted  by  an  arbitrary  viiluaHoH  of  the  goods ;  the  practice  of 
exacting  duties  twice  on  the  aame  goods,  firat  &om  the  seller, 
and  afterwards  from  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexations,  disputes, 
and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchants  by  these  oppreBsiona, 
were  louiUy  complained  of;  and  some  instances  of  this  kind 
were  said  to  oilst  at  the  very  time  I  was  at  Eenarea.  Under 
such  circumstaueea  we  are  not  to  wonder  if  the  merchants  of 
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foreign  countries  are  discouraged  from  resorting  to  Benares, 
and  if  the  commerce  of  that  province  ahould  ammally  ilecay, 
Otier  evila,  or  imputed  evila,  have  accidentally  come  to  my 
knowledge,  vrhich  I  will  not  non  porticulame.;  as  I  hope, 
that,  with  the  asaiatiiiice  of  the  resident,  they  may  be  ui  part 
corrected.  One  evil  I  must  mention,  because  it  has  been 
verified  by  my  own  observation,  and  is  of  tliat  kind,  which 
reflects  an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  national 
character.  When  I  was  at  Bmor,  the  resident,  at  my  desire, 
enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  people  to  every  tovra, 
through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  encourage  tiie 
inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  houses,  promising  to  give  them 
purds  as  I  approached,  and  they  required  it  for  their  pro- 
tection ;  and  that  he  might  perceive  now  earnest  I  waa  ftir 
hia  observation  of  this  precaution,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in 
kperson,  and  dismissed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for 
I  uat  purpose.  But,  to  my  great  disappointment,  I  found 
I  teerj/  place  through  which  J  paued  abandoned;  nor  had 
th»re  been  a  man  leji  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection.  1 
am  BOrry  to  add,  that,  from  Buxar  to  the  opposite  botindarjf,  I 
have  seen  nothing  but  f races  of  complete  devmtatioH  in  every 
village  I  whether  eaused  by  the  followers  of  the  troops,  whieh 
have  lately  poised,  for  their  natural  relief  and  I  hnoto  not 
whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share,  or  from  the 
apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  left  to  themselves,  and  of 
themselves  deserting  their  houses.  I  wish  to  acquit  my 
own  countrymen  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavourable  appear- 
ances, and  in  my  own  heart  1  do  acquit  them  ;  for  at  one  en- 
campment a  crowd  of  people  came  to  me,  complaining,  that 
their  Bern  aumH,  (collector.)  on  the  approach  ofany  military 
detachment,  himsdfjiriitjiedfrom  the  place;  and  the  inhabit- 
anlt,  havirtg  no  one  to  whom  they  could  apply  for  redress,  or 
for  the  representation  of  their  grievances,  and  being  thus 
remediless,  fled  also ;  so  that  their  houses  and  effects  became  a 
frey  to  any  person  who  chose  to  plunder  them.  The  general 
conclusion  appeared  to  me  an  Inevitable  consequence  from 
■uch  a  state  of  facts  ;  aTid  my  own  senses  bore  testimony  to 
it  in  this  »»ecific  instance;  uor  do  I  know  how  it  is  possible 
for  any  officer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  attentive 
Boever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and  forbearance  of  his 
people,  to  prevent  disorders  when  there  is  neither  c 
hinder  nor  evidence  to  detect  them.     These  and  many  a 
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irregularities  I  impute  solely  to  the  naib,  and  recommend 
his  instant  removal. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the  city  of  Benares, 
the  province  is  in  effect  without  a  government.  The  administra' 
tion  of  the  province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  oppressed^ 
trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in  danger  of  a  rapid  de- 
dine  from  the  violent  appropriation  of  its  means, ^^ 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recommend  to  the 
council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  disorders  and  calamities  which 
had  arisen  from  his  own  acts,  dispositions,  and  appointments, 
that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  be  instantly  remoyed 
from  his  office ;  attributing  the  aforesaid  "  irregularities, 
and  many  others,  solely  to  him  ; "  although  on  his  own  re- 
presentation it  does  appear,  that  he  was  the  sole  cause  of 
the  irregularities  therein  described :  neither  does  it  appear, 
that  the  administrator,  so  by  the  said  Hastings  nominated 
and  removed,  was  properly  charged  and  called  to  answer  for 
the  said  recited  irregularities,  or  for  the  many  others  not 
recited,  but  attributed  solely  to  him ;  nor  has  any  plea  or 
excuse  from  him  been  transmitted  to  the  board,  or  to  the 
court  of  directors  ;  but  he  was,  at  the  instance  of  the  said . 
Hastings,  deprived  of  his  said  office,  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice,  in  a  violent  and  arbitrary  manner ; 
which  proceeding,  combined  with  the  example  made  of  his 
predecessor,  must  necessarily  leave  to  the  person,  who  should 
succeed  to  the  said  office,  no  distinct  principle,  upon  which  he 
might  act  with  safety.  But  in  comparing  the  consequences 
of  the  two  delinquencies  charged,  the  failure  of  the  payment 
of  the  revenues  (from  whatever  cause  it  may  arise)  is  more 
likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe  course  towards  the  in- 
habitants ;  as  the  former  faiilt  was,  besides  the  deprivation 
of  office,  attended  with  two  imprisonments,  with  a  menace  of 
death,  and  an  actual  death,  in  disgrace,  poverty,  and  insol- 
vency ;  whereas  the  latter,  namely,  the  oppression,  and 
thereby  the  total  ruin,  of  the  country,  charged  on  the  second 
administrator,  was  only  followed  by  loss  of  office ;  although 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  further  assert  (but  with 
wliat  truth  does  not  appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last 
administrator  had  fallen  much  short  of  the  revenue  of  the 
province. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  was  sensible,  that 
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the  frequent  changes  by  Uira  made  would  much  disorder  the 
manafemeut  of  IIil-  reveuucs,  and  set'iued  desirouii  oreuuceai- 
'  ing  his  inteiitioDs,  concerning  the  last  change  until  the  time 

»of  ita  execution.  Yet  it  appears  by  ft  letter  from  the  British 
resident,  dated  the  23rd  of  June,  1784,  "that  a  very  strong 
report  nrevalledat  Benares  of  his  (the  said  U  actings' a)  inten- 
tions of  appointing  anew  nalb  for  the  approaching  year ;  and 
that  the  effect  ia  evident,  which  the  prevaleDce  of  such  an 
iSea  amongst  the  aumils  would  probably  have  on  the  cultirft- 
tion  at  this  partictdar  time.  TLe  heavy  mofuHsil  kisia  (har- 
vest instalments)  have  now  been  collected  by  the  aumila  ;  the 
season  of  tillage  is  arrived ;  the  ryots  (country  farmers)  must 
be  indulged,  and  even  assisted  by  advances;  and  the  aumil 
must  look  for  his  returns  in  the  abundance  of  the  crop,  the 

teoHMtijuenee  of  thit  early  attention  to   tie  euttivaliort.     The 
eflect  is  evident,  which  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  fint  o/*- 
■JUer  oftlie  revenue  must  have  on  the  minds  of  the  aumilt,  bg 
teovinp  them  at  an  uneertainli/  nfvthat  they  have  in/atureto 
txpect;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  this  uncertainty, 
their  efiorts  and  eipeneea  ia  promoting  the  cultivation  wUl 
,be  languid  and  spariJig. 
"  In  compliance  with  the  naib's  retiueat  I  have  written  to 
all  the  aumila,  encouraging  and  ordering  them  to  attend  to 
the  cultivation  of  their  respective  districts.     But  I  conceive 
I  should  be  able  to  promote  this  very  desu-able  intentdon 
^^^    much  more  effectually,  if  you  will  honour  me  with  the  com- 
^^L.  munication  of  your  intentions  on  this  subject.     At  the  same 
^^^  time  I  cannot  help  just  remarking,  that,  if  a  change  is  in- 
^^w  tended,  the  sooner  it  takes  place,  the  more  the  bad  effects  I 
^^B*  have  described  will  he  obviated." 

^^B       That  the  council,  having  received  the  proposition  for  the 
^^Bifemoval  of  the  administrator  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a  letterto 
^^P  him  (the  said  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent  changes  by 
^^^    htm  made  in  the  administration  of  the  collections  of  Benares ; 
but  did  consent  to  such  alterations  as  might  be  made  with- 
out encroaching  on  the  rights  estabhshed  by  his  (the  said 
Hastinga'a)  agreement  in  the  year  1781.  and  did  desire  him 
to  transmit  to  them  his  plan  for  a  new  administration. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  transmit  a  plan,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  evila  which  had  happened  from  the  former 
fr^uent  changes,  he  did  propose  at  a  teat-porory  expediat 
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for  the  administration  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  province ; 
in  which  no  provision  was  made  for  the  reduction  or  remis- 
sion of  revenue,  as  exigencies  might  require ;  or  for  the  ex- 
traction of  the  circulating  species  from  the  said  province ;  or 
for  the  supply  of  the  necessary  advances  for  cultivation ;  nor 
for  the  removal  or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him 
before  complained  of,  other  than  an  inspection  by  the  resident 
and  the  chief  criminal  magistrate  of  Benares,  and  other  regu- 
lations equally  void  of  effect  and  authority ;  and  which  plan 
Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  supreme  council,  did  altogether  reject ; 
but  the  same  was  approved  of,  as  a  temporary  expedient,  with 
some  exceptions,  by  two  other  members  of  the  board,  Mr. 
Wheler  and  Mr.  Macpherson,  declaring  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  responsible  for  the  temporary  expediency  of  the  same. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  in  the  plan  aforesaid, 
having  strongly  objected  to  the  appointment  oi  any  European 
collectors,  that  is  to  say,  of  any  European  servants  of  the 
Company  being  concerned  in  the  same,  declared,  that  there 
JaadH&een>^ufficient  experience  of  the  ill  effects  of  their  being 
80  employed  in  the  province  of  Bengal ;  by  which  the  said 
Hastings  did  either  in  loose  and  general  terms  convey  a  false 
imputation  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Company's  servants  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  or  he  was 
guilty  of  a  criminal  neglect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  pun- 
ishment the  particular  persons,  whose  evil  practices  had  given 
rise  to  such  a  general  imputation  on  British  subjects  and 
-servants  of  the  Company,  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  service 
in  other  places. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  course  of 
three  years,  made  three  complete  revolutions  in  the  state  of 
Benares,  by  expelling,  m  the  first  instance,  the  lawful  and 
rightful  governor  of  the  same,  under  whose  care  and  superin- 
tendence a  large  and  certain  revenue,  suitable  to  the  abili- 
ties of  the  country,  and  consistent  with  its  prosperity,  was 
paid  with  the  greatest  punctuality ;  and  by  afterwards  dis- 
placing two  effective  governors  or  administrators  of  the  pro- 
vince appointed  in  succession  by  himself;  and,  in  consequence 
of  the  said  appointments,  and  violent  and  arbitrary  removals, 
the  said  province  "being  left  in  effect  without  a  govern- 
ment," except  in  one  city  only ;  and  having,  after  all,  settled 
no  more  than  a  temporary  arrangement ;  is  guilty  of  a  high 
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That  the  reigniug  Nabob  of  Oude,  coramonlj-  called  Asoph 
ul  Bowla,  (floa  and  Buiicessor  to  Shuja  ul  Dowlu,)  by  takmg 
into  or  contmuliig  in  his  psy  certain  bodies  of  regular  British 
troops,  and  by  having  afterwards  admitted  the  British  pen- 
dent St  his  court  into  the  management  of  all  his  afiairs, 
^£)reign  and  domestic,  and  particularly  into  the  admisistra- 
iion  of  his  finances,  did  gradually  become,  in  substance  and 
i^ect,  as  well  as  in  geuerol  repute  and  estimation,  a  depend- 
lent  on,  or  vassal  of,  the  East-India  Company ;  and  was,  and 
IB,  so  much  under  the  control  of  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  lUl  the  native 
powers,  the  English  name  and  character  ia  concerned  in 
every  act  of  his  government. 

II. 
That  Warren  Hastings.  Esquire,  contrary  to  law,  t 
lliis  duty,  and  in  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
ftlndia  Company,  arrogating  to  himself  the  nomination  o 

■  tesident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  as  his  particular  agent  and  re- 
bresentatiTe,  and  rejecting  the  resiaent  appointed  by  the 
iCompany,  and  obtruding  upon  them  a  person  of  his  own 

I  choice,  did  from  that  time  render  himself  m  a  particular  man- 
*  ner  responsible  for  the  good  govermneut  of  the  provinces 
I  corapoaing  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude. 

in. 

That  the  provinces  aforesaid,  having  been,  at  the  time  of 

■  their  lirat  conuesiou  with  the  Company,  in  on  improved  and 
i  flourishing  condition,  and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than 
^'three  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  did  soon 
Softer  that  period  begin  sensibly  to  decline ;  and  the  subsidy 
Ipf  the  British  troops  stationed  in  that  province,  as  well  ta 
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other  sums  of  money  due  to  the  Company  by  the  treaty,  ran 
considerably  in  arrear ;  although  the  prince  of  the  country, 
during  the  time  these  arrears  accrued,  was  otherwise  in  dis- 
tress, and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his  establishments. 

lY. 

That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  Nabob  of  Oude,  did,  in 
humble  and  submissive  terms,  supplicate  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  be  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose  licen- 
tious behaviour  he  complained  of,  and  who  were  stationed 
in  his  country  without  any  obligation  by  treaty  to  maintain 
them ;  pleading  the  failure  of  harvest,  and  the  prevalence  of 
famine  in  his  country ; — a  compliance  with  which  request  by 
the  said  "Warren  Hastings  was  refused  in  unbecoming,  of- 
fensive, and  insulting  language. 

V. 

That  the  said  Nabob,  labouring  under  the  aforesaid  and 
other  burthens,  and  being  continually  urged  for  payment, 
was  advised  to  extort,  and  did  extort,  from  his  mother  and 
grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans,  (and  sometimes 
without  that  appearance,)  various  great  sums  of  money, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  £630,000  sterling,  or  there- 
abouts ;  alleging  in  excuse  the  rigorous  demands  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extorted  money  had 
been  demanded,  and  to  which  a  considerable  part  of  it  had 
been  applied. 

VI. 

That  the  two  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  aforesaid  were 
among  the  women  of  the  greatest  rank,  family,  and  dis- 
tinction in  Asia ;  and  were  left  by  the  deceased  Nabob,  the 
son  of  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in  charge  of  a 
certain  considerable  part  of  his  treasures  in  money,  and  other 
valuable  moveables,  as  well  as  certain  landed  estates,  called 
jaghires,  in  order  to  the  support  of  their  own  dignity,  and 
the  honourable  maintenance  of  his  women,  and  a  numerous 
offspring,  and  their  dependents ;  the  said  family  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  persons,  who  were  by  the  said 
Nabob,  at  his  death,  recommended  in  a  particular  manner  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

VOL.    lY.  u 
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That  on  the  demand  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  on  his  parents 

for  the  Inst  of  the  sums,  'vhich  completed  the  six  liundred 

aud  thirty  thouaand  pounds  aforeaaia,  they  the  snid  parents 

did  poamvely  refuse  to  pay  any  part  of  the  same  to  their 

eon  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  until  he  should  agree  to 

rtain  terme  to  be  stipulated  in  a  regular  treaty ;    and, 

long  other  partieulara,  to  secure  them  in  the  remainder  of 

leir  possessions,  and  also  on  no  account  or  pretence  to  make 

ly  further  demands  or  claims  on  them ;  and,  well  knowing 

im  wfacnce  all  hie  claims  and  exactions  had  arisen,  they 

landed,  that  the  said  treaty,  or  family  compact,  should  be 

renteed  by  the  goyemor-general  ana  council  of  Seagal ; 

id  a  treaty  waa  accordingly  agreed  to,  executed  by  the  Na- 

lb,  and  guaranteed  by  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  resident 

Oude.  under  the  authority,  and  with  tbe  express  consent, 

%t  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council-general,  and, 

in  consequence  thereof,  the  sum  last  required  was  pud,  and 

disoharges  given  to  the  Kabob  for  all  the  money,  which  he 

had  borrowed  from  his  own  mother  and  the  mother  of  his 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  Nabob's  govern- 
ment, and  his  debt  to  tbo  Company,  continuing  to  increase, 
notwithstanding  the  violent  methods  before  mentioned  taken 
to  augment  his  resources,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the 
■~',Bt  of  May,  and  on  the  Slst  July,  1781,  (he  and  IWr. 
"leter  being  the  only  remaining  members  of  the  council- 
lerol,  and  he  having  the  conclusive  and  casting  voice,  and 
reby  being  in  effect  the  whole  council,)  did,  in  the  name 
and  under  the  authority  of  tbe  board,  resolve  on  a  journey- 
to  the  upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal  interview  with 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  towards  the   settlement  of  his   dis- 
'  afl'airs ;  and  did  give  to  himself  a  delegation  of  the 
.jowera  of  the  said  council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Com- 
Li. — 1_  orders,  forbidding  auch  delegation. 

vni. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  by  his  appoint- 
ment met  the  Nabob  of  Oude  near  a  place  called  Cnimi 
]\        nnd  possessing  an  entire  and  absolute  ciommand  over  t 
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said  prince,  did.  txmtniT  to  justice  aad  eqnhr.  and  tlie 
curitr  of  properiT,  as  veil  as  to  public  &iih.  and  tbe 
tion  of  the  Company's  gaamit«e,  under  the  cic^nr 
treat)',  which  treaty  w»  cooducted  eeCTetly  witbont  a 
ten  document  of  any  part  of  the  proceeding,  (except  tlw 
pretended  treaty  itself.)  authoriie  the  said  Kabob  to  sein 
upoa  and  coufiacUe  to  his  own  profit,  tJie  landed  estates, 
called  J  aghirea,  of  bia  pwenta,  kindred,  aod  principal  nobility ; 
only  stipulating  a  penauD  to  the  net  amoout  of  the  rent  of 
the  said  lands  a«  an  equifalent.,  and  Hat  equivalent  to  «nch 
only  whose  lands  had  oeen  guaranteed  to  tnem  by  tbe  Com- 
pany :  but  provided  neither  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  nor 
m  any  subsequent  act,  the  least  securitv  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  pension  to  those,  for  whom  such  pension  was  osten- 
sibly reserred;  and,  for  tbe  others,  not  so  much  as  a  show 
of  indemnity ; — to  tbe  estreme  scandal  of  the  British  goveni- 
ment,  which,  valuing  itself  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property, 
did  eipressly  authorize,  if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack 
upon  that  right,  unprecedented  in  the  despotic  governments 
ot  India. 

IX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  cover  the 
violent  and  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim 
of  right  in  the  same  Nabob  to  all  the  possessions  of  his 
said  mother  and  grandmother,  aa  belonging  to  him  by  the 
Mohomedan  law ;  and  this  pretended  claim  was  set  up  by 
the  said  Warren  HostingB,  after  the  Nabob  had,  by  a  regu- 
lar treaty  ratified  and  guaranteed  by  the  said  Hastings  as 
governor-general,  renounced  and  released  all  demands  on 
them.  And  this  fahe  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  was  taken 
up  and  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  without 
laying  the  said  question  on  record  before  the  council-general, 
OP  giving  notice  to  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  sup- 
port their  rights  before  any  of  the  principal  mngistnites  and 
expounders  of  tbe  Mahomedon  law,  or  taking  publicly  the 
— '■•''"e  of  any  person  conversant  therein. 


That,  in  order  to  give  furi^ber  colour  to  the  acts  of  ill 
faith  and  violence  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
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C&ufle  to  be  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before 
di*ere  persons,  and  particularly  before  Sir  Elijah  Impej, 
knight,  his  Majesty's  chief  justice,  acting  eitra-judicisUj, 
and  not  within  the  limits  of  bis  jurisdiction,  several  passion- 
ate, careless,  irrelevant,  and  irregular  affidavits,  consisting' of 
mattar  not  fit  to  be  deposed  on  oath  j  of  reports,  conjecturea, 
tud  heorsaja ;  aome  of  the  persons  swearing  to  the  said 
hearsays  having  declined  to  declare  irom  whom  thev  lieard 
the  accounts  at  sccond-bBod  sworn  to  ;  the  said  affidavits  in 
gpneral  tending  to  support  the  caluimuous  charge  of  the  said 
Warren  Uostines,  namely,  that  the  aged  women  before 
mentioned  hud  formed,  or  engaged  in,  a  plan  for  the  deposi- 
tion of  their  son  and  sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirpation  of 
the  English  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  against  per- 
flOns,  whoso  dependence  was  principally,  if  not  wholly  on  the 
good  faith  of  this  nation,  and  highly  aflecting  the  honour, 
property,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of  the  highest  condition ; 
nor  the  affidavits  intended  to  support  the  some,  estra-iudi- 
oially  taken  ex  parte,  and  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  communicated 
to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for  them ;  nor  were 
they  called  upon  to  answer,  nor  any  expUnation  demanded 
of  them.  JH 

■ 

That  the  article  affecting  private  property  securej^^H 
public  acts,  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  contains  nothing 
more  than  a  general  perroission,  given  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghires,  or  landed  estates, 
with  the  modifications  therein  contained,  "  as  he  [the  N^abob] 
may  find  necessary ;"  but  does  not  directly  point  at,  or  ex- 
press by  name,  any  of  the  landed  possessions  of  the  Nabob's 
mother.  But  soon  after  the  signing  of  the  said  pretended 
treaty,  (that  is,  on  the  29th  November,  1781,)  it  did  appear, 
that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  enable  the  Nabob  to 
eeise  upon  the  estates  of  his  female  parents  aforesaid,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  East-India  Company. 
And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  aforesaid, 
nothing  more  is  purported  than  to  give  a  simple  permission 
to  the  Nabob  to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leaving 
the  execution  or  non-execution  of  the  same  wholly  ta)^J 
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discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  several  letters  from  Nathaniel 
Middleton,  Esq.,  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the 
6th,  7th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781,  that  no  such  discretion, 
as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or  intended  to  be  leffc, 
with  him  the  said  Nabob ;  but  that  the  said  article  ought 
practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a  directly  contrary  tend- 
ency ;  that,  instead  of  considering  the  article  as  originating 
from  the  Nabob,  and  containing  a  power  provided  in  his 
favour,  which  he  did  not  possess  beiore,  the  confiscation  of 
the  jaghires  aforesaid  was  to  be^gpnsidered  as  a  measure 
from  the  English,  and  to  be  intended  for  their  benefit,  and 
as  such,  that  the  execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him ;  and 
the  execution  thereof  was  accordingly  forced  upon  him.  And 
the  resident,  Middleton,  on  the  Nabob's  refusal  to  act  in 
contradiction  to  his  sworn  engagement,  guaranteed  by  the 
East-India  Company,  and  in  the  undutifal  and  unnatural 
manner  required,  did  totally  supersede  his  authority  in  his 
own  domii^ons,  considering  himself  as  empowered  /o  to  act 
by  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings,  although  he  had 
reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insurrection  in  consequence 
thereof,  and  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his  family, 
"  which  he  did  not  wish  to  retain  there,  in  case  of  a  rupture 
with  the  Nabob,  or  the  necessity  of  employing  the  British 
forces  in  the  reduction  of  his  aumils  and  troops;"  and  he 
did  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his  own  edicts  and  war- 
rants, in  defi^ance  of  the  resistance  of  the  Nabob,  in  the  man- 
ner by  him  described  in  the  letters  aforesaid,  in  a  letter  of 
6th  December,  1781,  that  is  to  say,  "  Finding  the  Nabob 
wavering  in  his  determination  about  the  resumption  of  the 
jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of  and  with  the  minister's 
concurrence,  ordered  the  necessary  perwannahs  to  be  written 
to  the  several  aumils  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  my  firm 
resolution  to  have  despatched  them  this  evening,  with  proper 
peo])le  to  see  them  punctually  and  implicitly  carried  into 
execution ;  but  before  they  were  aU  transcribed  I  received  a 
message  from  the  Nabob,  who  had  been  informed  by  the 
minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken,  entreating  that  I 
would  withhold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  morning, 
when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me  satisfaction  on  this 
point.  As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the  despatch  of  the 
perwannahs  appeared  of  little  moment,  and  as  it  is  possible 
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the  Xsbob,  leeing  that  the  butiness  will  at  alt  eventi  be  dent, 
may  make  it  anactof  hi»  own,  I  have  comeitted  to  indttlge  him 
ih  hit  request;  but,  be  ike  retail  of  our  irtlerviev  whaler  it 
may,  nothinff  shall  prevent  the  orders  being  issued  to-morroto, 
either  by  him  or  myself,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  minislert. 
Tour  ploaaure  reepetting  the  begums  1  have  Wrnt  from  Sir 
Elijnh  1  and  tbe  measure  heretofore  proposed  will  booh  fol- 
low the  rcBumption  of  the  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed 
from  the  former  alone,  I  hafe  no  doubt  of  the  complete 
liquidation  of  tbe  Company's  balance." — And  also  in  another 
,  letter  of  the  7th  December,  1781, — "  1  had  the  honour  to 
^ddreBB  you  yesterday,  iufonning  you  of  the  atepa  I  had 
Jjteken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires.  This 
Wmoming  the  vizier  came  to  me  accoriUng  to  his  agreenntnt,  but 
'  weemingly  without  any  intention  or  desire  to  yield  me  satisfae- 
tion  on  the  subject  under  discwsion ;  for,  after  a  great  deal  <^ 
conversation,  consisttjig,  on  his  part,  of  tricing  evaaon,  and 
puerile  exeuset  far  withholding  hit  assent  to  the  measure, 
though  at  the  same  time  professing  tlie  most  implicit  submission 
to  your  wishes,  I  found  myself  without  any  other  resource  than 
the  one  of  employitiff  that  exclusive  authority^  with  which  I 
consider  your  imtructimis  to  vest  me :  I  therefore  declared  to 
the  Nabob,  in  presence  of  the  minister  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
I  desired  might  bear  witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  con- 
strued his  rejection  of  the  measure  proposed  as  a  breach  of  his 
solemn  promise  to  you,  and  an  unwiUingness  to  yield  that  assist- 
ance, which  was  evidently  in  his  power,  towards  liquidating  kit 
heavy  accumulating  debt  to  the  Company;  and  that  I  must 
in  consequence  determine,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue 
immediately  the  perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld 
in  the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevniled  upon  to 
make  that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  most  ui^nt 
Decessity  could  force  me  to  make  mine. — He  lefb  me  without 
any  reply ;  hut  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorised 
him  to  give  me  hopes,  that  my  requiaition  would  be  oom- 
pliedwith;  on  which  I  espressed  my  satisfaction,  but  de- 
clared, that  I  could  admit  of  no  further  delays ;  and  unless 
I  received  his  Excellency's  formal  nequiescenco  before  the 
evening,  I  should  then  moat  osauredly  issue  my  p  erwannaha  | 
which  /  have  accordingly  done,  not  having  had  any  m 
from  his  Excellency,  that  could  justify  a  fi 
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I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effects  of  the 
perwannahs,  which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will 
be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  military  aid.  I  am  not, 
however,  entirely  without  hopes,  that  the  Nabob,  when  he 
sees  the  inefficacy  of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct, 
and  prevent  the  confusion  and  disagreeable  consequence^, 
which  would  be  too  likely  to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  a 
measure  of  such  importance  without  his  concurrence.  His 
Excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad,  for  the  purpose  here- 
tofore mentioned,  in  three  or  four  days ;  /  wish  he  may  be 
serious  in  his  intention,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  /  shall 
spare  no  pains  to  keep  him  to  it.^^ — And  further,  in  a  letter  .of 
the  9th  of  December,  1781 — "  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
you  on  the  7th  instant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation 
which  had  passed  between  the  Nabob  and  me,  on  the  subject 
of  resuming  the  jaghires,  and  the  step  I  had  taken  in  con- 
sequence. His  Excellency  appeared  to  be  very  much  hurt 
and  incensed  at  the  measure ;  and  loudly  complains  of  the 
treachery  of  his  ministers ;  first,  in  giving  you  any  hopes,  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  adopted;  and,  secondly,  in  their  pro- 
mising me  their  whole  support  in  carrying  it  through :  but,  as 
I  apprehend,  rather  than  suffer  it  to  appear,  that  the  point 
had  been  carried  in  opposition  to  his  tvill,  he  at  length  yielded 
a  nominal  acquiescence,  and  has  this  day  issued  his  own  per- 
wannahs to  that  effect ;  declaring,  however,  at  the  same  time, 
both  to  me  and  his  ministers,  that  it  is  an  act  of  compulsion, 
I  hope  to  be  able  in  a  ietr-days,  in  consequence  of  this 
measure,  to  transmit  you  an  accost  of  the  actual  value  and 
produce  of  the  jaghires,  opposed  to  the  nominal  amount,  at 
which  they  stand  rated  on  the  books  of  the  sircar." 

XII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  expressing 
any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  in  violation 
of  the  rights  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and  grand- 
mother of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oude,  and  not  less  in  viola- 
tion of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Nabob  himself,  did  by 
frequent  messages  stimulate  the  said  Middleton  to  a  per- 
severance in,  and  to  a  rigorous  execution  of,  the  same ;  and 
in  his  letter  from  Benares  of  the  25th  December,  1781,  did 
"  express  doubts  of  his  firmness  and  activity,  and  above  all, 
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l«f  hid  recoUectioQ  nf  his  instructions,  and  their  importance ; 
l~fl»d  that,  if  lie  could  not  rely  on  hia  awn  [power]  and  the 

■  neons  he  poBsesaed  for  perfomiiiig  those  serdcea,  he  toould 
mjree  him  [tiio  said  Mid(ueton]  from  the  charges,  and  would 

■  proceed  hinuelf  to  Lucknow,  and  would  himtelf  undertake 


That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  letters 

fwritten  by  the  said  Middleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

'  when   they  answer  the  purposes,  whieh  the   said  Warren 

Hastings  bad  evidently  in  view,  the  said  Middleton  having 

written  to  biin  in  the  foUowing  manner  from  Lucknow,  SOtb 

December,  1781. 

XIV. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  letter  in  the  form 
jfoti  teem  to  expect.     I  bope  there  is  nothing  in  it,  that  may 
appear  to  you  too  pointed.     If  you  idsh  the  matter  to  be 
Oinermfe  understood  than  I  have  taken  up  and  stated  U,  I 
need  not  say  I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  to  whatever  you  mag 
prescribe,  and  to  take  upon  myself  any  share  of  the  blame  of 
the  (hitherto')  tion-performance  of  the  stipulations  made  on  be- 
half of  the  Nabob.     Though  1  do  assure  you,  I  myself  re- 
preseuted  to  his  Escellency  and  the  miniatera,  conceiving 
^^B  it  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  assumption  of  the  rana 
^^Kof  hit  government  (for  in  that  li^bt  ha  undoubtedly  consi- 
^^Boered  it  at  the  first  view)  as  specuied  in  the  agreement  ei- 
^^m  ecuted  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  be  fully  and  literally  en- 
forced, but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should  have  something 
to  show  on  your  side,  as  the  Company  were  deprived  of  a  be- 
nefit without  a  requital ;  and  mion  the  faith  of  this  assurance 
alone,  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirin  bis  Bicellency'a  objections 
to  signing  the  treaty  were  given  up.     If  I  have  understood 
the  matter  wrong,  or  misconceived  your  design,  I  am  truly 
sorry  for  it ;  however,  it  is  not  too  late  to  correct  tlie  error  ; 
^m     and  I  am  ready  to  undertake,  and,   God  willing,  to  carry 
^H    through-,  whatever  you  may,  on  receipt  of  my  public  letter,  tell 
^B    me  is  your  final  resolve. 


AfiimST  VaRSEK  hasti^os. 


elon's  sole  ao-      ■ 


That  it  appears,  but  on  his  the  «iid  iliddlelon's  sole  ao- 
thority,  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Middleton,  dated  Lueknoic, 
2nd  December,  17SL,  that  tba  Nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  to 
evade-  the  measure  of  resuming  the  joighires  aforeaiud,  did 
aend  a  meaaage  to  him,  purporting,  -'tliat  if  the  measure 
proposed  waa  intended  to  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance 
due  to  the  Company,  be  eould  better,  and  more  Cipeditiougly, 
effect  that  object  by  taking  from  his  mother  the  treasures  of 
hia  father,  which  he  did  asacrt  to  be  in  her  biinds,  and  to  which 
he  did  claim  a  right ;  and  that  it  would  be  sufficient,  that  he 
the  said  Hastings  would  hint  his  opinion  upon  it,  without  giv- 
ing a  formal  sanction  to  (Ae  measure  proposed;  and  that 
whatever  his  resolution  upon  the  subject  aiiould  be,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  keep  it  aecret ;  "  addini;,  "  the  resumption  of 
the  jagkires  it  is  necessary  la  suspend  tiU  I  have  your  answer 
to  this  letter." 

XVI. 

That  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  write 
any  letter  in  answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  saia  Middleton, 
hut  he,  the  aaid  Hastings,  did  communicate  hia  pleasure 
thereon  to  8ir  Elijah  Impey,  being  then  at  Lucknow,  for  his 
the  said  Middletod'a  information ;  and  it  does  appear,  that 
the  seizing  of  the  treaaurea  of  the  mother  of  tne  Nabob, 
said  to  have  been  proposed  as  aa  alternative  by  the  said  Na- 
bob, to  prevent  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  was  deter- 
mined upon  and  ordered  by  the  aaid  Hastings ;  and  that  the 
reaumption  of  the  said  jaghires,  for  the  ransom  of  which  the 
seizing  of  the  treasures  was  proposed,  was  also  directed  ;  not 
one  only,  but  both  sides  of  the  dternative  beii^  enforced 
upon  the  female  parenta  of  the  Nabob  aforeaaid,  although 
both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been  aecured  to  them  by  a 
treaty  with  the  East  India  Company.  I 

1 XVIII.  .s«orr(. 

That  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight,  hia  Majeaty'a  chief  justice 
at  Fort  "William,  did  undertake  a  journey  of  nine  h\mdred 
miles,  from  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence  of  health 


r 
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nd  ple^uTP  i  but  nne  ia  realitr  in  the  secret  of  these  and 
othrr  irregular  tnuiaactionB,  snd  employed  as  a  channel  a( 
confidential  communication  therein.  And  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  by  preBuming  to  employ  the  said  chief  justice,  a 

,   person  particularlj  unfit  for  an  agent,  in  the  traQsaction  of 

I  affairs,  primd/aeie  at  least  unjust,  Tiolent,  and  oppressive, 
contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  sentimenta  and  law  of 
oature,  and  which  he  the  said  Hastings  was  sensible  "  could 
not  fell  to  draw  obloquy  on  himself  by  his  participatiou," 
did  disgrace  the  king's  ooiuiuission,  and  render  odious  to 
the  natives  of  Hindostan  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great 

L  Britain. 

I  XIX. 

■       That  although  the  said  Warren  Ilastinga  was  &om  the 
begimung  duly  informed  of  the  violence  oftered  to  the  per- 
Mmal  inclinations  of  the  Nabob  in  the  "  apparent  ssBump- 
tion  of  the  reius  of  his  government"  for  the  pOrpOBeB  aloi^ 
said,  yet,  more  than  two  years  after,  he  did  write  to  his 
private  agent.  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in  his  lc<tter  of 
the  6th  of  May,  1783,  "  that  it  has  been  a  matter  of  eqtuU 
turpriae  attd  concern  to  him  to  Icam  from  the  letters  of  the 
|i  resident,  that  the  Nabob  vizier  was  with  difficulty,  and  aU 
k  most  unconquerable  relnctance,  induced  to  give  his  consent  to 
I  the  attachment  of  the  treasure  deposited  by  hia  father  under 
\  the  charge  of  the  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  rcsumptioD 
of  her  jaghire,  and  the  other  jnghires  of  the  individuals  of 
hia  family ;"  which  pretence  of  ignorance  of  the  Nabob's 
inclinations  is  fictitioua  and  groundless.     But  whatever  de- 
ception he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the  original 
intention  of  the  Nabob,  he  waa  not,  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
be,  ignorant  of  his,  the  Nabob's,  reluctance  to  proceed  in  the 
said  measurea ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  Nabob's 
reluctance  to  their  full  execution,  and  yet  did  justify  " 
B  follows : 


XX. 
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"  I  desire,  that  you  will  inform  him.  (the  Nabob)  that 

these  and  the  other  measures,  which  were  either  proposed 

by  him,  or  received  his  concurrence  in  the  agreement  passed 

I  between  ua  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had  nor  could  have  any  ab> 


ject  but  /lit  relief,  and  the  strengthening  of  kii  connexioti  with 
the  Company ;  and  that  I  should  not  on  any  other  ground 
have  espoaed  myself  to  the  personal  obloquy,  which  they  cottld 
not  fail  to  draw  upon  me  by  my  partictpation  in  them,  but 

left  him  to  regulate,  by  hia  own  discretion,  and  by  his  own 
meaas,  the  ecoDomy  of  liis  own  finances,  and,  witA  mitch  mart 
caiise,  the  assertion  <^  his  domestic  right.  In  these  he  had  ma 
regular  claim  to  my  interference;  nor  had  I,  io  my  public  cha- 
racter, any  claim  upon  him,  but  for  the  payment  of  debt  then 
due  from  him  to  the  Company,  although  I  waa  under  tbe 
stron^st  obligatione  to  require  it  for  the  relief  of  the  press- 
ing esigencies  of  their  alfairs. — He  will  well  remember  the 
manner,  in  which,  at  a  Tisit  to  him  in  his  own  l«nt,  I  de- 
clared my  acquiescence  freely,  and  without  hesitation,  to 
each  proposition,  which  afterwards  formed  the  Buhatnnce  of 
a  written  agreement,  as  he  eeverally  made  them  ;  and  be  can 
want  no  other  evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  con- 
sent, nor  for  the  requests,  which  1  added  as  the  means  of 
fulfilling  his  purposes  in  tbcm.  Had  he  not  made  these 
measures  his  own  option,  1  should  not  have  proposed  them  j 
but  having  once  adopted  them,  and  made  them  the  conditions 
of  a  far/nat  and  sacred  agreement,  J  had  no  longer  an  option 
to  dispeme  with  them,  but  was  bound  to  the  complete  perform- 
ance and  execution  of  them,  as  points  of  public  duty,  and  of 
national  faith,  for  which  I  was  responsible  to  my  king,  and 
the  Company  my  immediate  superiors ;  and  this  was  the  rea- 
son for  my  insisting  on  their  performance  and  execution,  when 
f  was  told,  that  the  Nabob  himself  had  relaxed  from  his  ori- 
ginal purpose,  and  expressed  a  reluctance  to  proceed  in  it." 
iXI. 
That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  does  admit,  that  the  Na- 
bob had  originally  no  regular  claim  upon  hini  for  his  inter- 
ference, or  he  any  claim  on  the  Nabob,  which  might  entitle 
him  to  interfere  m  the  Nabob's  domestic  concerns  ;  yet,  in 
order  to  justiiy  his  so  invidious  an  interference,  he  did,  in 
the  letter  aforesaid,  give  a  false  account  of  the  said  treaty, 
which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  nothing  more  than  give  a 
permission  to  the  Nabob  to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE 
should  judge  the  same  to  be  necessary ;  and  did  therefore 
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leave  the  right  of  diBpCDBing  with  the  whole,  or  any  part 
thereof,  aa  much  in  his  option  after  the  treaty,  aa  it  waa  be- 
fore :  the  declared  intent  of  the  article  being  only  to  remore 
the  restraint  of  the  Corapany'a  guarantee  forbidding  such  re- 
eumption,  but  furnishing  nothing,  which  could  authorize 
putting  that  resumption  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the 
Company,  to  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  >e- 
^rd  to  the  other  pnrt  of  the  spoil  made  by  order  of  the  said 
HastingB,  and  hy  him,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  Btated  to  be 
made  equally  against  the  will  of  the  Nabob,  namely,  that 
which  was  committed  on  the  personal  and  moveable  property 
of  the  female  parents  of  the  Kabob,  nothing  wbatsoeTcr  is 
relation  to  the  same  is  Btipulated  in  the  said  pretended 
treaty. 

XXH. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  asserting  that  he  was  bound  to 

the  acts  aforesaid  by  puhlic  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith, 

in  the  very  instance  in  which  that  national  iaith  was  by  him 

rsely  violated ;  and  in  justifying  himself  by  alleging,  that 
was  bound  to  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility 
to  the  Company,  which  he  immediately  served;  and  by 
asserting,  that  these  violent  and  rapacious  proceedings,  sub- 
jecting all  persons  concerned  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be 
the  means  of  strengthening  the  connexion  of  the  Nabob 
with  the  British  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to 
the  East  Indies  ;  did  disgrace  the  authority,  under  which  he 
immediately  acted.  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justify- 
ing his  obligations  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility  to 
the  kwg,  namely,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  did  endeavour 
to  throw  upon  his  Majesty,  his  lawful  sovereign,  (whose 
name  and  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to  preserve 
in  estimation  with  all  persons,  and  particularly  with  the 
sovereign  princes,  the  allies  of  his  government,)  the  disgrace 
and  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  which  a  sovereign  prince 
was  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  made  an  instrument  of  per- 
fidy, wrong,  and  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wivea  of  sove- 
reign princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  exhibit  to  all  Asia  (a 
country  remarkable  for  the  utmost  devotion  to  parental  au- 
thority) tlie  spectacle  of  a  Christian  governor,  representing  a 
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Cbristian  sovereign,  eoaipelling  a  son  to  becomp  tho  instru- 
ment of  such  violence  aud  extortion  asainst  bis  on'u  uother. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repeated 
and  iujimctioDa,  and  under  menaces  of  "  n  dreadful  responn- 
bility,"  did  ui^  the  resident  to  a  completion  of  this  barbar- 
ous act ;  and  well  knowing  that  such  an  act  would  probabiT 
be  resisted,  did  order  him  the  said  resident  to  use  tho  Britian 
troops  under  his  direction  for  that  purpose ;  and  did  offer 
the  assistance  of  further  forces,  urging  the  execution  in  the 
following  peremptory  terms :  you  yoi»r!s(^miiat  uu,  |w  ,.|, 
be  personally  presetU ;  you  muat  not  allow  any 
negotiation  or  forbearance ;  but  muat  proaecuta  both  sep- 
vices,  until  the  begums  (princesses)  are  at  tho  eutiro  meroy 
of  the  Nabob." 

XXIII. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  said  peremptory  ,  ,  ,^ 
orders,  a  party  of  British  and  other  troops,  with 
the  Nabob  in  the  ostensible,  and  the  British  resident  in  the 
real,  command,  were  drawn  towards  the  city  of  i'yzabad,  in 
the  castle  of  which  city  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the 
Nabob  had  their  residence  ;  and  after  expending  two  days  in 
negotiation,  (the  particulars  of  which  do  not  appear,)  ths 
resident  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked  for,  the 
town  was  first  stormed,  and  afterwards  the  castle ;  and  little 
or  no  resistance  being  made,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on 
either  side,  the  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  enclo- 
sure of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesses,  and  blocked  up 
the  other. 

XXIV. 

That  this  violent  assault,  and  forcible  occupation  of  their 
houses,  and  the  further  extremities  they  had  to  apprehend, 
did  not  prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  to  con- 
sent to  any  submission,  until  the  resident  sent  in  unto  them 
a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (no  copy  ,g,i|j,„  jm 
of  which  appears,)  declaring  himself  no  longer 
bound  by  the  guarantee,  and  containing  such  other  matteE' 
as  tended  to  remove  all  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to  be  cen- 
tred in  British  fiiith. 
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XXV. 


That  the  chief  officers  of  their  bouaehold,  who  were  theii 

treasurers  and  contidential  agents,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  jUi 

Khkti  and  Belmr  All  Khftn,  persons  of  great  eminence,  rank, 

and  distinction,  who  had  been  in  high  trust  and  favo.ur  with 

the  lute  Nfibob,  were  iguominioualf  put  into  confinement 

nnder  an  Inferior  officer,  in  order  to  ettoH  the  diacoverr  of 

the  treasures  and  effects  committed  to  their  care  and  fidelity. 

And  the  said  Middleton  did  soon  aiter,  that  is  to  say,  on  tne 

I    12th  of  January.  1782,  deliver  them  over  for  the  same  n\a- 

L  pOB6  into  the  custody  of  Captain  Neol  Stuart,  commanding 

Wtbe  8th  regiment,  by  his  order  given  in  the  following  words ; 

r  "  To  be  kept  in  close  and  aecure  confinement,  admitting  of 

DO  intercourse  with  them,  excepting  by  their  four  menial 

servants,  who  are  authorized  to  attend  them  until  further 

orders.     You  will  allow  them  to  have  any  uecesBary  and 

convenience,  whieh  may  be  consistent  with  a  strict  guard 

I    over  them." 

I  XXVI. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  severities  upon  herself,  and 
on  those  whom  she  moat  regarded  and  trusted,  the  mother  of 
the  said  Nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  delivering  up  of 
her  treasures,  and  the  same  were  paid  to  the  resident,  to  the 
amount  of  the  bond  given  by  the  Nabob  to  the  Company  for 
his  bftlnace  of  the  year  1779-80,  and  the  said  treaaure  "was 
taken  from  the  most  secret  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two 
eunuchs." 

XXVII, 
That  the  Nabob  continuing  still  under  the  pressure  of  a 
further  pret«nded  debt  to  the  Company  for  his  balance  of 
the  year  1780-81,  the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  the  seizure 
of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his  parents  aforesaid,  although 
lie  the  said  resident  did  confess,  that  the  princess  mother 
"  had  declared,  tuith  apparent  truth,  that  she  had  delivered 
up  the  whole  of  the  prnperty  in  her  hands,  excepting  goods, 
which  from  the  eiperience,  which  he  the  resident  h^,  of  the 
small  produce  of  the  eales  of  a  former  payment  made  by  her 
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iu  that  mode,  he  did  refiise,  and  that  in  biaopinioii  it  cer-  I 
tainly  would  have  amounted  to  little  or  nothing;"  did  pro-  ' 
ceed  to  extort  another  great  sum  of  money,  that  ia  to  say, 
the  8um  of  £120,000  sterliug,  on  account  of  the  laat  pr^ 
tended  balance  aforesaid.  In  order  therefore  to  compel  the 
said  ministers  and  treasurers  either  to  distresB  their  princi- 
pab  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  Bubstance  might,  by  any 
possibility,  remain  concealed,  or  to  furnish  the  aala  sum  from 
their  own  estates,  or  from  their  credit  with  their  friends,  he, 
the  resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment  to  be  aggrarated 
with  circunt stances  of  great  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to 
Lieutenant  Francis  Eutledge,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  in 
the  following  words : 

xxvm. 

"Sir, 

When  this  note  ia  delivered  to  you  by  Goolas  Hoy, 
I  have  to  desire,  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put 
in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food,  S/v.,  agreeable  to  my 
inatructiotis  of  yeslerdaj/. 

(Signed)         "  Nat},.  Middhton." 

XXIX. 
That  by  the  said  unjust  and  rigorous  proceeding  the  said 
eunuchs  were  compelled  to  give  their  engagement  for  the 
payment  of  £120,000  storiiug  aforesaid,  to  be  completed 
within  the  period  of  one  mouth  ;  hut  after  they  had  entered 
into  the  said  compulsory  engagement,  they  were  still  kept  in 
close  imprisonment,  and  the  mother  and  grandmother  oi  the 
Nabob  were  themselves  held  under  a  strict  guard ;  although, 
at  the  same  time,  the  conhscated  estates  were  actually  in  the 
Company's  possession,  aud  found  to  exceed  the  amount  of 
what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  general  list  of  i^„„  f„n, 
confiscated  estateB;  and  although  the  assistant  *'';  S '?*!?,'?' 
resident  Johnson  did  confess,  "  that  the  object  of 
distressing  the  bhow  begum  was  merely  to  obtain  a  read;/- 
money,  instead  of  a  dilalorr/,  payment,  aud  that  this  ready- 
money  payment,  if  not  paid,  was  recoverable  in  the  couree  of 
a  few  months  upon  the  jaghires  in  his  possession  ;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  not  worth  proceeding  to  any  eztremitiee 


lucknow,     beyond  the  one  detori 
''"wM^'''     ^'^^"'^  ^  ^^  prinoBwe*,  ana  ine  impriaonment 
ana  iBttenn^  cf  tluu  mmistera,)  upon  ao  k- 
spectable  5  fiunily." 

yyTfi 

That  after  the  surrender  of  the  ircaaure,  and  the  possb); 
the  bonds  and  obligations  siven  ma  olbresaid,  the  resident 
having  been  striotlr  ordered  by  t  e  said  Warren  HasticgB 
not  to  male  anr  settlement  irhatagefer  with  the  said  women 
of  high  rank,  tbe  Nabob  was  induced  to  leave  the  city  of 
Fyzabad  withoat  taking  leare  of  hit  mother,  or  ehowing  her 
any  mark  of  duty  or  ciTiJity.  And  on  the  same  dny  the 
resident  left  the  city  aforesaid;  and  nftcT  hia  rt^tura  to 
Lucknow,  in  order  to  pacify  the  said  Hai^tings,  who  appeared 
to  resent,  that  the  Nabob  was  not  urged  to  givater  degrees 
of  rigour  than  those  hitherto  used  towards  hia  roother,  he 
the  eaid  resident  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  (!th  Kebruary,  give 
him  an  assurance  in  the  following  words : — "  I  ehaU,  as  you 
direct,  use  my  influence  to  dissuade  hia  Excellency  from  con- 
cluding any  tenement  until  I  hare  your  further  commands." 

XXXI. 

That  the  paym^t  of  the  bond  last  ^iorted  ftom  tfas 
eunuchs  was  soon  after  commenced,  and  the  grandmolliir, 
as  well  aa  the  mother,  were  now  compelled  to  delinr  irM 
they^  declared  was  the  extent  of  the  vihoU  of  both  dieir  pot- 
sesaions,  including  down  to  their  tabU  tUetuiit$  iriiid^  ■ 
the  resident  admitted, "  they  had  been,  and  were  itOI  de- 
livering, and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been  obtained  of  &at 
having  more." 

xxxn. 

That  bullion,  jewels,  and  goods,  to  the  amoont  of  ftn  IniD- 
dred  thousand  pounda  and  upwards,  were  actually  Mwlwd 
by  the  resident  lor  the  uae  of  the  Company,  b^»e  the  Stol 
of  February,  1762 ;  and  there  remained  on  the  said  an'  '  ' 
bond  no  more  than  about  £25,000  according  to  the 
ment  of  the  eunuchs,  and  not  above  fifl?  thousand 
to  that  made  by  the  resident. 
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XXXIII.  ■ 

IHiat  ia  thia  advanced  state  of  the  delivety  of  the  extorted  ^1 
treaaure,  the  tniimters  of  the  women  aforesaid  of  the  reign- 
ing family  did  apply  to  Captain  Iieonard  Jaquea,  under 
whoae  cuatody  they  were  confined,  to  be  informed  of  the  de- 
ficiency, with  which  they  stood  chained,  that  they  might  en- 
deaTour,  with  the  assiatance  of  their  frienda,  to  proride  for 
the  same,  and  praying  that  they  might,  through  hie  media- 
tion, be  freed  from  the  hardshipa  they  suifered  under  their 
con.fi  oement ;  to  which  application  they  received  mi  inaolent 
anawer  from  the  said  Sichard  Johnson,  dated  f  ebmary  27tb, 
1762,  declaring,  that  part  of  what  he  had  receiTed  in  payment 
waa  in  jewels  and  hullion;  and  that  more  than  a  month,  the 
time  fixed  for  the  £nal  payment,  would  elapae  hcfore  he  could 
dispoae  of  the  same ;  inaiating  upon  a  ready-money  payment, 
and  aaauring  them,  "that  the  day  on  which  their  agreement 
expired,  he  ahould  be  indiapenaahly  obliged  to  recommence 
aeveritiea  upon  them,  until  the  laat  farthing  was  fully  paid." 
And  in  order  to  add  to  their  terrors  and  hardahips,  as  well 
as  to  find  some  pretext  for  the  further  cruel  ancl  inhuman 
acta  intended,  an  apparentlv  grotindleas  and  injurious  charge 
was  suggested  to  the  imprisoned  ministers  aforesaid,  in  the 
following  worda  : — "  You  may  also  mention  to  them,  that  I 
have  reason  to  tuspeet,  that  the  commotiona  raiaed  by  Bu]- 
budder  have  not  been  without  their  saggeitioti  and  abet- 
ment, which,  if  proved  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  proba- 
ble breach  of  their  agreement,  will  make  their  situation  very 
desperate." 

XXXIV. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  aaid  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2ad 
March,  the  ministers  aforesaid  did  aver,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  obtain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  efiecta ; 
but  that  if  the  goods  were  sold,  and  they  released  from  their 
confinement,  and  permitted  (aa  they  have  before  reqiieated) 
to  go  abroad  among  their  frienda,  they  could  Bonn  make  good 
the  deficiency ;  and  they  did  absolutely  deny  "  that  they  had  , 
any  hand  in  the  commotiona  raised  by  Bolbudder,  or  any  | 
kind  of  correspondence  with  him  or  hia  adherents." 


XXXV. 


1 


That  the  prisontTs  aforesaid  did  shortly  after,  thnt  is  to 
I' my.  OD  the  13th  Ikltu'ch,  a  third  time  renew  their  appltcntion 
I  to  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  the  resident,  and  did  re- 
lieueat,  that  the  jewels  remaming  in  his  the  said  resident't 
l[fiaQdH,tovards  the  payment  of  the  balaBce  remaining,  "might 
lite  valued  by  four  or  fire  eminent  merchants,  MuaBulmen 
■■nd  UiodQa,  upon  oath;"  and  that  if  any  balance  should 
PidterwardH  appear,  they  would  upon  their  release  get  their 
■  friends  to  advance  the  same :  and  they  did  again  represent 
tlie  hardship  of  their  imprisonment,  and  pray  lor  relief;  and 
did  again  assert,  that  the  imputations  thrown  upon  them  by 
the  eaii  Richard  Johnson  were  false  and  groundless;  "that 
r  they  had  no  kind  of  intercourse,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
riritn  the  authors  of  the  commotions  alluded  to,  and  that 
L'tliey  did  stake  their  lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof 
p  ieing  brought." 

XXXVI. 

That,  instead  of  their  receiving  any  answer  to  any  of  the 
I  iforesaid  reasonaMe  propositions,  concerning  either  the  so- 
V«!ount  stated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  or  any  relief 
Eirom  the  bardBbips  they  siilferecl,  he  the  resident  Middletea 
ftdid,  on  the  18th  of  the  said  month,  give  to  the  officer,  who 
Rliad  supplicated  in  fevour  of  the  said  priaonera,  an  order,  in 
Bilrhich  no  declared  himself  "  under  the  disagreeable  neceamtf  , 
tf  recurring  to  severities,  to  enforce  the  said  payment ;  and 
iiat  this  ia  therefore  to  desire  that  you  iminedjately  caaae 
■-tiiem  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  keep  them  so  until  I  shall  arrive  at 
I'Pyzabad  to  take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary.'' 
I  Which  order  being  received  at  Fyzabad  the  day  after  it  was 
F  given,  the   said  eunuchs  were  a  second  time  thrown  into 
'  irons.     And  it  appears,  that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the 
humane   representations  of  the  said  Captain  Jaques)  the 
resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the  tetters,  and  other  con- 
tingent charges  of  thcimpriaonment  of  the  Bfud  minister  of 
kthe  Nabob's  mother,  when  at  the  same  time  very  liberal  con- 
tingent allowances  were  made  to  other  officers ;  and  the  said 
■Toques  did  strongly  remonstrate  against  the  same  as  follows ; 
— "  You  have  also  ordered  me  to  put  the  prisouers  in  irons 
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— tbis  1  haTC  done :  yet  aa  I  have  no  business  to  purcli 
letters,  or  supply  them  any  other  way,  it  is  but  reasonable 
that  you  should  order  nie  to   be  reimbursed.      And  why 
should  1  add  anything  more  ?     A  late  commander  at  this 
place,  I  am  told,  draws  near  na  many  thousands  monthly 
contingencies,  as  my  trifling  letter  for  liundredB.     However, 
if  you  cannot  get  my  bill  paid,  be  so  obliging  ae  to  return  it ; 
and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring  to  the  world,  that    i 
I  believe  I  om  tne  first  officer  in  the  Company's   service.  I 
who  has  suffered  in  his  property  by  an  independent  e 


XXXVII. 

That,  in  about  two  months  after  the  said  prisoners  had 
continued  in  irons  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  officer  on 
guard,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th  May,  did  represent  to  the  resi- 
dent as  follows: — "The  prisoners,  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally 
Kb&u,  who  seem  to  be  very  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons 
might  be  taken  off  for  a  few  aajs,  that  they  might  take 
medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of  the  place  where  th^  I 
are  confined.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  they  will  be  equally  at  m-  | 
CUTS  uii/hout  their  irons  as  with  them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
inform  you  of  this  request:  I  desire  to  know  your  pleasure 
concerning  it."  To  which  letter  the  said  officer  did  receive 
a  direct  refusal,  dated  22nd  May,  1782,  in  the  following 
words ; — "  1  am  sorry  it  ia  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
your  proposal  of  easing  the  prisoners  tor  a  few  days  of  their 
tetters.  Much  as  my  humanity  may  be  touched  by  their 
sufferings,  I  should  think  it  inexpedient  to  afford  them  any 
alleviation  while  they  persist  in  a  breath  of  their  contract 
with  me ;  and  indeecf  no  indulgence  can  be  shown  them 
without  the  authority  of  the  Nabob,  who,  instead  of  consent- 
ing to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their  situation,  would  be  most 
wuling  to  multiply  them."  Endeavouring  to  join  the  Na- 
bob, whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  in  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, as  a.  party  in  the  cruelties,  by  which,  through  the 
medium  of  her  sen-ants,  it  was  intended,  to  coerce  his  mother, 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  said  resident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  1st  June,  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  ' 
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nmnd  at  Fj^xabad,  did 
to  be  read  to  the  tt 
of  their  ^rop        c 
their  denial  oi 
positire  taxwi 
.  ceivine  from 
form  tJ        1 
must  pr^       I  lur  fheit  k 
would  M  ouied  i^     toai     '« 
of  faith  and  aDlemn  \ 

heavy  offences ;  the  ]      ii^nm 
1>een  aiguified  to  thnu,  it  mu 
gated  by  a  proper  Bcqpif 
tion."    By  whieh  ■ 


m  to  the 
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.self  stated, 
jithout  taking  any  notice 
luation  of  the  efecte,  or 
d  to  them,  to  demand  a 
.jment;   and,  "upon  r^ 
isatiflfactory  reply,  to  in- 
iion  being  at  an  end,  they 
so  Lucknow,  where  tht^ 
only  their  reuent  breaen 
^  [  jt  also  to  atone  for  other 
ot  which,  as  had  fi-equently 
leir  power  to  hare  mib- 
H  smHelves  in  thia  transac- 
I   mcerning  the    pretended 
,  Dns,  and  the  manner  by 

which  they  weie  to  atcme  wt  iame,  and  by  their  never 

having  been  BpflcificBlly  and  om  ly  made,  it  doth  appear, 
that  the  said  erimea  and  offences  were  charged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extorting  money,  and  sot  upon  principles,  or  for  the 
ends,  of  justice. 

Txxiy 

That  after  eome  ineffectual  negotiationa  to  maka  tte 
prisoners  pay  the  money,  which  it  doea  not  ^^mt  io.  iMin 
been  in  their  power  to  p^,  they  wore  amin  (ImiatlilMNl  Wtta 
resident,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  dated  9Ut  Jnn^  U^ 
in  the  following  terms : — "  I  wish  you  to,  ezidaiu  oooa  ncn 
to  the  prisoners  the  imprudence  and  folly  (tt  tbeir  I'^wlm* 
in  forcing  me  to  a  measure,  which  moat  be  attendad  villi 
consequences  so  very  serious  to  them ;  and  that,  whan  OBflB 
they  are  removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my  pomlo 
show  tbem  mercy,  or  to  stand  between  them  and  the  rang^ 
ancc  of  the  ^abob.  Advise  them  to  reflect  aeriona^  upcoi 
the  unhappy  situation,  in  which  they  will  be  invblwlln  fina 
case,  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  piooilis  tiun 
in  the  other ;  and  let  tbem  make  tbeir  optitm. 

XL. 
That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  at  the  same  timst  »■ 
ceive  a  letter  from  the  princess  mother,  which  lettwibn  BOt 
appear,  but  to  which  only  the  following  -      '     ■ 


made ;  that  is  to  say,  "  the  letter  from  the  hhow  hegum  is 
ways  aatiafactory,  and  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer 
to  it.    Indeed  all  correspondence  hetweeu  the  begum  and  roe 
has  long  been  stopped  ;  and  I  retjuest  you  will  be  plcuaed  to   ; 
inform  her,  that  I  by  uo  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  main-    i 
tain  any  friendly  intereourse  with  her,  until  she  hoH  made 
lod  my  claim  upon  her  for  the  balance  due." 


I 


XLI. 


That  in  coneequencc  of  these  threats,  and  to  prevent  a 
separation  of  the  ministers  from  their  mistresses,  aeveral 
plans  for  the  payment  of  the  balaaco  were  offered  both  by 
the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  prisoners,  to  which  no 
other  objection  appears  to  have  been  made,  than  the  length 
of  time  required  by  the  parties  to  discharge  the  compant- 
tively  small  remainder  of  the  extorted  bond;  the  Msjotfliipin'i 
offi-cer  on  command  declaring,  that,  conformably  i«ntr.  uiE 

his  instructionB,  he  could  not  receive  tlie  same.  "*' 


I 


XLII. 

That  the  prisoners  were  actually  removed  from  the  city  of 
ttieir  residence  to  the  city  of  Lucknow,  where  they  arrived    j 
on  the  24th  of  June,  17S2,  and  were,  on  the  next  day,  threat-   J 
ened  with  severities,  "to  make  them  discover  vrkere  tha    | 
balance  might  be  proenrable."     And  on  the  28th,  it  should 
eeem,  that  the  severities,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  were  inr 
flicted,  at  least  upon  one  of  them ;  for  the  assistant  resident,- 
Johnson,  did,  on  that  day,  wfite  to  Captain  Waugh,  the 
ofBcer  commanding  the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full  of  I 
(]ian;race  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  the  Britiali 
nation. 

XLTII. 

"Sir, 

The  Nabob  haying   determined  to  inflict  corporal    I 
punishment  upon  the  prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to 
■  desire,  that  his  officers,  when  they  sbail  come,  may  have  free    | 
aceesB  to  the  prisoners,  and  he  permitted  to  do  with  them  at 
they  shall  see  proper,  only  taking  care,  that  they  leave  them   I 
always  under  your  charge." 
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XLIY. 

Mr.  Johnson's  ^^^^^  *^^®  ^^^^  Eichard  Johnson  did,  further  to 
letter.  9th  tcmfy  the  prisoners,  and  to  extort  by  all  wayfl 
July,  1  8 .  ^^g  remainder  of  the  said  unjust,  oppressive,  and 
raj)acious  demand,  threaten  to  remove  them  out  of  the  Na- 
bob's dominions  into  the  castle  of  Churnagur,  in  order  for 
ever  to  separate  them  from  their  principals,  and  deprive 
both  of  their  reciprocal  protection  and  services,  and  did 
Mr.  Johnson's  o^der  a  further  guard  to  be  put  on  tie  palace  of 
letter,  -ith  thc  grandmother  of  the  Nabob,  -an  ally  of  the 
July,  1782.  Company,  and  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
provisions  to  her,  (which  order  relative  to  the  guard  only 
was  executed,)  and  did  use  sundry  unw^orthy  and  insult- 
ing menaces  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  her  principal 
ministers. 

XLV. 

Major  Gilpin's  That  a  proposal  was  soon  after  made  by  the 
Jv">s'i782.  s^^d  princess  and  her  daughter-in-law,  praying, 
,,    '         ,     that  their  ministers  aforesaid  should  be  returned 

Mr.  Johnsons      .^,11  i     ir     •        x  •  i» 

Utter,  22nd  to  lyzabad,  and  ofienng  to  raise  a  sum  oi  money 
July,  1782.  ^j^  ijjj^^  condition  ;  as  also  that  they  would  re- 
move from  one  of  their  palaces,  whilst  the  English  were  to 
be  permitted  to  search  the  other.  But  the  assistant  resident 
♦Johnson  did,  instead  of  a  compliance  with  the  former  of 
these  propositions,  send  the  following  orders,  dated  23rd 
July,  1782,  to  the  officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the 
ministers  aforesaid :  "  Some  violent  demands  having  been 
made  for  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  necessary,  that 
evc^ry  possible  ])recaution  be  taken  for  their  security ;  you 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  bo  very  strict  in  guarding  them; 
and  I  herewith  send  another  pair  of  fetters  to  be  added  to 
those  now  upon  the  prisoners.^'  And  in  answer  to  the  second 
proposition,  the  said  resident  did  reply  in  the  following 
terms  :  "  The  proposal  of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  it  may 
be  searched,  and  then  (evacuating  the  next,  upon  the  same 
l)i'inciple,  is  apparently  fair;  but  it  is  well  known,  in  the* 
first  place,  that  such  bricked-up,  or  otherwise  hidden,  trea- 
sure is  not  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  without  a  guide.  I  have 
therefore  informed  the  Is^abob  of  this  proposal,  and  if  the 
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matter  ia  to  be  rt'ducetl  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with  " 
sucli  people  as  he  may  posaeas  for  information,  together 
with  tlie  prisoners ;  and  when  in  possession  of  the  ground, 
by  punuhing  l/ie  pruoners,  or  by  euch  ol/ier  means  tu  he  may 
find  moat  effeelual  to  forward  a  sQccesafitl  search  upon  the 
spot,  he  will  avail  himself  of  Ibe  proposal  made  by  the  bhow 
begum." 

XLVI. 
That,  probably  from  the  Nabob's  known  and  avowed  re. 
Inctance  to  lend  himself  to  the  pernetration  of  the  oppreasive 
and  iniquitous  proceedings  of  tne  repreaentative  of  the 
British  goYernment,  the  scandalous  plan  aforesaid  was  not 
carried  into  execution :  and  all  the  rigours  practised  upon 
the  chief  ministers  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  Lucknow  being 
found  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  mother  having  declarea 
herself  ready  to  deliver  up  everything  valuable  in  her  pos- 
session, which  Baher  Ally  Khfin,  one  of  her  confidential 
ministers  aforesaid,  only  could  come  at,  the  said  change  of 
prison  was  agreed  to ; — but  not  until  tlie  Nabob's  mother 
aforesaid  had  eugas'ed.to  pay  for  the  said  change 

,.         ■  ^    cJ'        1\_'  J  1/  Mojot  Gilpin') 

or  pnson  a  sum  ot  ten  thouaand  pounds,  (one  letton,  infli 
half  of  which  was  paid  on  the  return  of  the  g""'' Jig,'"* 
eunuchs,)  and  that  "  she  would  ransack  the  Ze- 
nana  (women's  apartmeuta)  for  ki^aeoba,  muslins,  elothe% 
&c.  &c.  &c.,  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  from 
the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  for  her  subaiatence  in  lieu 
of  her  jaghire," 

XLVII. 
That  soon  irfter  the  return  of  the   aforesaid  j|jj„,  Giipin'i 
niiniaters  to  the  place  of  their  imprisonment  at  ^^"■}}'f 
Fyzflbad,  bonds  for  the  five  thousand  pounds     ^ ' 
aloresaid,  and  goods,  estimated,  according  to  the  valuation 
of  a  merchant  appointed  to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  of 
forty  thousand  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  greatly 
under  their  value,  were  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer 
at  Pyzabad  ;  and  the  said  commanding  o^cer  did  promise  to 
the  begum  to  visit  Lucknow  with  auch  propoaala  as  he  hoped 
would  secure  the  mtall  balance  oi  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
remaining  of  the  unjust  exaction  aforeaaiJ.  But  the  said  re- 


1 

I 
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Kiident  Middleton  did,  in  his  lettor  of  the  I7th  of  the  said 
■jSioiith,  positiTely  refuse  to  listen  to  any  terms  before  the 

Inal  discharge  of  the  whole  of  the  demand  ;  and  did  posi- 
Ktivfly  forbid  the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to 
I  make  the  ||ropoBal  aforesaid,  in  thet^rms  following:  "As  it 
Kis  not  possible  to  listen  to  any  terms  from  tlie  begums  before 
■the  Gxiai  discharge  of  their  conditional  agreement  for  Gftr- 
^^ve  locks,  your  coming  here  upon  such  an  agency  can  only 
«  loit  of  time  in  completing  the  recovery  of  the  balnnca  a 

6,63,000,  for  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyxabad.    I 

iQiist  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  no  efforU,  gentle  or  hartk, 
Bjmattempted  to  complete  this,  before  yon  move  from  Fyia- 

[%ad;  Dud  I  am  very  anxious,  that  this  should  be  as  soon  aa 
ible,  as  Iwattt  to  amphy  your  regiment  upon  aUier  emergent 
ee,  noto  vaffarlng  by  every  delay." 

XLVIII. 

That  the  goods  aforesaid  were  seat  to  Lucknow,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  a  manner  unknown ;  and  the  harsh  and  oppre^ive 
(Mi^oi  Giipin't  measures  aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the  be- 
ll.^"".'.'.!:'*'      gumdid,  about  the  middle  of  October,  17S2,  cause 
to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middletua  as  fal- 
[lows:  "that  her  situation  was  truly  pitiable;    her  estate 
I  Bequestored  ;  her  treasury  ransacked ;   her  eojahs  prisoners ; 
['  ftnd  her  servants  desertmg  daily  from  want  of  subaistence. 
,   That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money,  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of    the    Company,  from  erery  person  that  she 
imagined  would  or  could  assist  her  with  any;  but  that  the 
opulent  would  not  listen  to  her  adversity. — She  had  hoped, 
that  the  wardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have  sold  for  at 
least  one  half  of  the  Company's  demands  on  her ;  but  even 
jewellery  and  goods,  she  finds  from  woeful  experience,  loae 
their  value  the  moment  it  is  known  tliey  come  from  Tier, 
That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan  of  cash  from  Almas  Ally 
I  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed  in  that  application,  she  had  no  hopes 
I  of  ever  borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand." — A  hope 
(  not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  said  Almas  Ali  was  then 
'  engaged  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  Company's 
use  on  the  seeurity  of  their  confiscated  lands,  the  restoration 
of  which  could  form  the  only  apparent  security  for  a  loan. 
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■  XLIX. 

I  That  this  remonstrance  produced  no  effect  on  the  mind  o£ 
the  aforeaoid  resident ;  who  heing  about  this  time  removed 
from  hiareBidencydidfiDalettertohiB  successor,  Mr.  Bristow, 
dated  23rd  Octoher,  1782,  in  efi'eet  recommend  a  perseverance 
in  the  cruel  and  oppressive  restraints  aforesaid,  as  a  certain 
nieana  of  recovering  the  remainder  of  the  eitorted  bond ;  and 
that  the  lands,  with  which  the  princesses  aforesaid  had  been 
endowed,  should  not  be  restored  to  thein. 


™  ■=!/! 


That  the  eaid  Warren  Hastioga  was  duly  apprised  of  all 
le  material  circumstances  in  the  unjust  proL'eeding^  afore- 
said; but  did  nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to 
prevent,  relieve,  or  mitigate,  the  Bufferinga  of  the  parties 
atfocted  by  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  did,  in  his  letter  of  the 
25th  of  Janusj7,1782,  to  the  resident  Middleton,  declare,  that 
the  Nabob  having  consented  to  the  "  resumption  of  the 
jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the  confiscation  of  their 
treasures,  and  thereby  involved  my  own  name,  and  the  credit 
of  the  Company,  in  aparticipationof  bothmea8ures,Ihave  a 
right  to  reqiUTe  and  insist  on  the  complete  exeeutionof  them  ; 
and  I  look  to  you  for  their  execution,  dechiring  that  I  shall 
hold  you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  he  did 
write  to  the  Nabob  a  letter  iu  the  same  peremptory  n 
but  the  said  letter  baa  been  suppressed. 

11. 

That  he  the  said  Hastings  further  did  manifest  the 
he  took  in,  and  the  eueouragement  which  ho  gave  to,  the  pro- 
ceedings aforesaid,  by  conferring  honours  and  distinctions 
upon  the  ministers  oi  the  Nabob,  whom  he,  the  Nabob,  did' 
consider  as  having  iu  tlie  said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and 
betrayed  him,  and  as  instruments  in  the  diahouour  of  his 
family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his  authority. — That  the  said 
ministers  did  make  addresses  to  the  said  Hastings  for  that 
purpose  (which  addresses  the  said  Hastings  hath  suppressed)  ; 
and  the  resident  Middleton  did,  with  his  letter  of  the  11th 
of  February,  1782,  transmit  the  same ;  and  did,  iu  the  said 
letter,  acquaint  the  said  Hastings, "  that  the  ministers  of  the 


li 


ir       '"■ 


S?abob  had  incurred  much  cnliuni  on  account  of  their  par- 
Iticipation  iu  his  ineaaureH,  and  that  tbcy  wen?  not  only  ooa- 
n(B<iered  by  tlie  party  of  the  di»poBBCBaed  jnghipedarB,  and  &M 
toother  and  un(de  of  tht?  Nnliob,  but  fit/  Ae  Naliob  hinae^^ 
B  the  depcmienl/'  of  the  Englith  govemmeni,  u^htek  they  «r- 
tainfy  are.  and  U  is  by  ilt  dtelartd  and  moat  obvious  aipport 
idone,  that  they  e^n  maiiitniu  the  authority  lUid  intlut^nae, 
Vhieb  is  indispensalily  uereasary."  And  the  said  Middleton 
Wd  therefore  reconiiiienil."thiit  they  shoiUd  be  honoured  with 
e  testimony  of  lua  (the  »i.id  Hastinga's)  approbation  and 
ur."  And  lie  the  Baid  AVttrren  Hastings  did  send  keUautg, 
r  robes  of  honour,  (the  most  publin  and  distinguished  mode 
f  acknowledging  merit  known  in  India,)  to  the  aaid  miuia- 
'n  tcatiiDOuy  of  his  approbation  of  thwr  late  aervicee, 

LII. 

That  the  eoid  Hastings  did  not  only  give  the  afuresaid 
iiblic  encouragement  to  the  miniBtera  of  the  N^aboh  to  be- 
sy  and  insult  their  master  and  his  famOy  in  the  manoer 
aforesaid,  but  when  the  said  Nabob  did  write  aeveral  letters 
to  him  the  said  Hastings,  eiprec'sive  of  his  dielike  of  being 
used  as  an  inetniment  in  the  diahouourable  acts  aforesaid 
and  refusing  to  be  further  concerned  therein,  he  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  HUpppeas  and  hide  the  said 
letters  from  the  riew  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  in,  his  in- 
Btructiona  to  the  resident  Bristow  did  attribute  them  to 
yder  Beg  Khan,  miciater  to  the  Nabob,  (whom  in  other 
jeeta  be  did  before,  and  ever  since,  support  against  his 
iter,)  and  did  espreas  himself  with  great  acorn  and  con- 
.pt  of  the  said  Nabob,  and  with  much  asperity  against 
the  said  minister ;  affirming,  in  proud  and  insoleut  terms, 
that  he  had,  "  by  an  abuse  of  hia  influence  over  the  Nabob, 
he,  the  Nabob  himself,  being  (as  he  ever  must  be  in  the  kandt 
~  some  person)  a  tnere  cipher  in  hii  {the  said  minister's) 
inds,  dared  to  make  bim  (the  Nabob)  assume  a  very  un^A- 
tming  tone  of  refusd,  reproach,  and  resentment,  in  oppo- 
1  to  measures  recommended  by  ME,  and  even  to  acts 
by  MY  authority ;"  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instruc- 
tion aforesaid,  parti cnlariiing  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires, 
and  the  confiscation  of  the  treasures,  ttiat  had  been  eo  long 
BuJfered  to  remain  in  the  haudB  of  his  (the  Nabob's)  mother. 
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But  the  letters  of  the  Nahoh,  which  in  the  said  instructions 
he  refers  to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  measures  re- 
commended by  him,  and  which  he  asse"rts  was  conveyed  in  a 
very  unbecoming  tone  of  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment, 
he  the  said  Hastings  hath  criminally  withheld  from  the 
Company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  his  duty ;  and  the 
more,  as  the  said  letters  must  tend  to  show  in  what  manner 
the  said  Nabob  did  feel  the  indignities  offered  to  his  mother, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  said  miaisters,  notwithstanding 
their, known  dependence  on  the  English  government,  did 
express  their  sense  of  the  part,  which  their  sovereign  was  , 
compelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgraceful  measures.  And 
in  further  instructions  to  him  the  said  new  resident,  he 
did  declare  his  approbation  of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well 
as  his  resolution  of  compeUing  the  Nabob  to  those  rigor- 
ous proceedings  against  his  parent,  from  which  he  had  long 
shown  himself  so  very  averse,  in  the  following  words :  "  the 
severities,  which  have  been  increased  towards  the  begums, 
were  most  justly  merited  by  the  advantage,  which  they  took 
of  the  troubles  in  which  I  was  personally  involved  last  year, 
to  create  a  rebellion  in  the  Nabob's  government,  and  to 
complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  was  impending  on 
ours."  "  If  it  is  the  Nabob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  forgive 
their  past  offences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  them, 
in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  jaghires  ;  but  if  he 
shall  ever  offer  to  restore  their  jaghires  to  them,  or  to  give 
them  any  property  in  land,  after  the  warning  which  they 
have  given  him  by  the  dangerous  abuse  which  they  formerly 
made  of  his  indulgence,  you  must  remonstrate  in  the  strong- 
est terms  against  it ;  you  must  not  permit  such  an  event  to 
take  place,  until  this  government  shall  have  received  inform- 
ation of  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  to  interpose  its  influence 
for  the  prevention  of  it."  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  did,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  positively  refuse  to  admit 
the  Nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother  any 
part  of  their  landed  estates  for  their  maintenance,  did  well 
know,  that  the  revenues  of  the  said  Nabob  were  at  that 
time  so  far  applied  to  the  demands  of  the  Company,  (by  him 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  aggravated  beyond  the  whole  of 
what  they  did  produce,)  or  were  otherwise  so  far  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  several  of  the  servants  of  the  Company,  and 


lOth^rs,  the  dependenta  of  him  the  smd  Hastiogs,  tb&t  n 

Kof  the  pf^neioEia  or  allowance»,  aseigued  by  the  eaid  Nabob  in 

Vieu  of  llio  said  pstatcs  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  likely 

a  be  discharged,  with  that  punctuality,  which  was  necesBai^ 

tu  the  ncantv  Bubiiistence  of  the  peraous,  to  which  thsy 

,a  ap]>enrauce  applied.     Tor, 

Lin. 

That,  8o  early  as  the  Cth  Mnreh,  1782,  Captain  I,eonard 
ffaquea,  who  cointnaDded  the  forces  on  dutr  for  the  puFpose 
of  aistressiDg  the  several  women  in  the  palaces  at  Fyzabod, 
did  complain  to  tiie  resident,  Biciiard  Johnson,  in  the  fallow- 
ing words :  "  The  women  belonging  to  the  kbord  mohul  (or 
leaeer  palace)  complain  of  their  being  in  want  of  every  necos- 
aary  of  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  to  that  desperation,  that 
they  at  night  get  on  the  top  of  the  zenanah,  make  a  great 
disturbance,  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the  sentinels 
posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at  them ;  they  threaten 
to  throw  themselves  from  the  walU  of  the  zenanah,  and  also 
to  break  out  of  it.  Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of 
this  matter,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  have  any  direc- 
tions to  give  me  eonceming  it.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  I  sent  for  Iietafit  Ali  EhfLn,  the  cojah,  who  has  the 
chargeof  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  ia  well  grounded,  that 
they  have  sold  everythwg  they  had,  even  to  the  elotlietfrom 
their  backs,  and  now  have  no  means  of  subsisting." 

LIV. 

That  the  distresses  of  the  said  women  grew  bo  urgent  on 

e  night  of  the  said  6th  of  March,  tJie  day  when  the  letter 

pibove  recited  was  written,  that    Captain  Leonard.  Jaques 

^foreeaid  did  think  it  neceaanry  to  write  again,  on  the  day 

fcllowing,  to  the  British  resident,  in  the  following  words ; 

''  I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the  women  in 

the  khord  mohul  [the  lesser  palace].     Their  bebaTioiir  last 

night  was  eo  furious,  that  there  seemed  the  greatest  pro- 

babiiity  of  their  proceeding  to  the  uttermoat  extremities,  and 

.  that  they  would  either  throw  themselves  from  the  walls,  or 

L^orce  open  the  doors  of  the  zenanah.     1  have  made  every  in- 

^guiry  concerning  the  cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from 

.iattafit  Ally  XhUn,  that  they  ore  in  a  starving  condilion, 
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having  sold  all  their  clothes  and  necessaries,  and  now  have  not 
wherewithal  to  support  nature  ;  and  as  my  instructions  are 
quite  silent  on  this  head,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  to 
proceed  in  case  they  were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenanah, 
as  I  suspect  it  will  happen,  should  no  subsistence  be  very 
quickly  sent  to  them." 

LY. 

That  in  consequence  of  these  representations  it  appears, 
that  the  said  resident,  Eichard  Johnson,  did  promise,  that 
S,n  application  should  be  made  to  certain  of  the  servants  of 
the  Nabob  vizier  to  provide  for  their  subsistence. 

LVI. 

That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved  from  the  duty  of  im- 
prisoning the  women  of  Suja  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of 
.Oude,  and  ally  of  the  Company,  who  dwelt  in  the  said  lesser 
palace,  and  Major  Grilpin  being  appointed  to  succeed,  the 
same  malicious  design  of  destroying  the  said  women,  or  the 
same  scandalous  neglect  of  theii^  preservation  and  subsist- 
ence, did  still  continue ;  and  Major  G-ilpin  found  it  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  the  new  resident  Bristow,  in  a  letter  of  the 
30th  of  October,  1782,  as  follows : 

LVII. 

"Sir, 

Last  night  about  eight  o'clock  the  women  in  the 
khord  mohul  [lesser  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apartment] 
under  the  charge  of  Latafut  Ally  Khdn,  assembled  on  the 
tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  lamentable  manner  for 
food,  that  for  the  last  four  days  they  had  got  but  a  very  scanty 
allowance,  and  that  yesterday  they  had  got  none. 

LVIII. 

"  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more  easily  imagined 
than  described;  and  from  their  representation,  I  fear  the 
Nabob's  agents  for  that  business  are  very  inattentive;  I 
therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
circumstance,  that  his  Excellency  the  Nabob  may  cause  his 
agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  their  conduct  towards  these 
poor  unhappy  women." 


That,  altlun^  the  : 
himself  tnthoiued  to : 


LTX. 

tow  did  not  theu  tbiok 
JTO  I  uard,  be  did  apply  to  the 
lainister  of  the  2fsbob,  wiio  am  onise  some  rplit't^  to  the 
womea  of  the  late  Nabob,  ooid  in  the  lesser  paUce  i  hut 
apprebending  with  reason,  that  uio  minister  at'oreauid  raif^ht 
not  be  more  resd^  or  active  in       king  the  necessary  pro 


Biona,  he  did  render  him 
ir  Gilpin  fop  the  reiiaj- 
ouaand  pounds  BteruDg, 
siatence  of  the  Buffereis, 
amount  thereof  not  aI^ 
red;  and  the  uuniber  of 
lesser  palace  being  eight 


vision  for  them  than  on  fbn 
self  personallf  leaponsible  w 
nient  of  an^  sum,  eqnal  to  i 
which  he  nUght  procure  for  t     i 
But  whatever  relief  was  given  ( 
pearing)  the  same  was  soon  ezhi 

Eeraans  £o  be  maintained  in 
undred  women,  the  wo  i  oi  ' 
Dowla,  and  eeveral  of  the  yoiii  nMdren  of  the  aaii'soTe- 
reign  prince,  besidea  theur  atn  mta,  Major  Gilpin  was 
obliged,  on  the  15th  of  Novemoor  following,  again  to  nd- 
dresa  the  resident  by  a  re^resentatidu  of  this  tenor :  "  Sir, 
the  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  khord  niohul  zenanah 
for  aubsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 

"  They  beg  mott  pUeously  for  l^trty,  Aal  tlujf  HMy  Mm 
t/ieir  daUy  bread  by  labonotu  servitude,  or  to  be  raB«MdJivm 
their  misery  by  immediaU  death." 

LSI. 
"  lu  consequence  of  their  tinhappy  dtuation,  I  fam  HSb 
day  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  in  israax  of  Bim- 
narain,  at  ten  days'  sight,  for  twenty^  Son  Kerah  mpeet,  ten 
thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Coiah  liataiut  Ally  C^m, 
under  whose  charge  that  zenanah  is. 

Lxn. 

That,  notwithstandii^  aU  tbe  promiBe«  voA  mtantod 
engagements  of  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  EhAn,  the  ItiBw  of 
the  pal^e  aforesaid  fell  again  into  extrane  diabCM ;  Mtd  tlte 
resident  did  again  complain  to  the  said  miniBter,  iriw  mi 
considered  to  be,  and  really  and  BubstaQtialfym^  Uie  nitti*- 
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ter  of  the  governor-general  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  and 
not  of  the  JSTabob,  (the  said  Nabob  being,  according  to  the 
said  Hastings's  own  account,  "a  cipher  in  his  [the  said 
minister's]  hands,")  that  the  funds  allowed  for  their  sub- 
sistence were  not  applied  to  their  support.  But  notwith- 
standing all  these  repeated  complaints  and  remonstrances, 
and  the  constant  promise  of  amendment  on  the  part  of  his 
the  said  Hastings's  minister,  the  supply  was  not  more 
plentiful  or  more  regular  than  before. 

LXIII. 

That  the  said  resident  Bristow,  finding  by  experience  the 
inefficacy  of  the  courses  which  had  been  pursued  with  re- 
gard to  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince 
of  Oude,  and  having  received   a  report  from  2^1^*0,^11  j^s 
Major  Gilpin  informing  him,  that  all,  which  could  letter,  is  Nov. 
be  done  by  force,  had  been  done ;  and  that  the  ^^^^' 
only  hope  which  remained  for  realizing  the  remainder  of 
the  money,  unjustly  exacted  as  aforesaid,  lay  in  ^r  Brfetow' 
more  lenient  methods ;  he,  the  said  resident,  did,  letter,  2nd 
of  his  o^vn  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  ^®°"  ^^^^' 
guard  from  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and  much 
wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  other  material 
services ;  and  did  release  the  said  ministers  of  the  said  women 
of  rank,  who  had  been  confined  and  put  in   irons,  and 
variously  distressed  and  persecuted,  as  afore  recited,  for  near 
twelve  months. 

LXIV. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  said  inhuman  acts  of 
rapacity  and  violence  were  felt,  both  by  the  women  of  high 
rank  concerned,  and  by  all  the  people,  strongly  appears  in 
the  joy  expressed  on  their  release,  which  took  place  on  the 
5th  of  December,  1782;  and  is  stated  in  two  letters  of 
that  date  from  Major  Gilpin  to  the  resident,  in  the  words 
following : 

LXV. 

"  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2nd  instant,  and  in  consequence  immediately  enlarged  the 
prisoners  Behar  Ally  Khan  and  Jewar  AUy  KhAn  from  their 


"  In  tean  of  joy  : 
their  Bmoare  acknowi 
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Gonfinemant ;  ■  droomstanoe, '  no,  and  the 

city  of  I^ubitd  in  genenl,        |       .teat  BatiBluetion, 

LZTL 

1  Jen  ar  Ally  Khkn  expressed 
mowieog       kti        ^he  govern  or- general,  bis 
Escellemy  the  Nabob  ti  ,   .o  you,  Sir,  for  restoring 

them  to  th^  ioTalaable  dj  b,  liberty,  for  which  tbey 
would  ovet  totun  the  moBt  n  iil  remembrance ;  and  nt 
their  requeit  I  tauumiit  you  1  :]oaed  letters. 

Lxm. 

I  wish  yoa  had  been  in  st  the  enloi^ment  of  the 

li     f  TI     I  ttt)  t«ar8  of  joy  etealiiig 


prisonere.    The  qoiTerinic  li 
down  the  poor  men's  t 


e  truly  affecting. 


"  If  the  prayers  (rf  theee  poor  mon  will  avail,  you  will,  at 
the  U.8T  TBDicp  I  be  translAted  to  the  happiest  regions  in 
heaven." 


And  the  resident  Briatow,  knoT(iiiR  how  acceptable  the 
Baid  proceeding  would  be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude,  and  the 
Mr.  Briiiow'i  neiehbouring  independent  countriea,  did  gener- 
'"W'p  1*  !>"■  ouwy  and  politically  (thouKli  not  truly)  in  his 
letter  to  the  princeat  motiicr  iittribulc  the  said 
relief  given  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  minista^  to 
the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hasting  igtwoaljly  to 
whose  orders  he  pretended  to  act ;  Bsaertmg,,  tut  bt  flis 
said  HaatingB  "  waa  the  spring  &om  whence  bob  wu  wrtofod 
to  her  dignity  and  consequ^ce."  And  the  acoouat  «f  flw 
proceedings  aforesaid  was  regularly  transmitted  to  Um  aid 
Warren  Hastings  on  the  30th  of  December,  1788,  wifli  fl» 
reasons  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  jnport  of  4a 
of&cer  concerning  the  inutility  of  further  force,  attended  -miA 
sundry  documents  concerning  the  iomishing,  uid  other  1n^ 
ment,  of  the  women  and  children  of  the  late  BOTereigB ;  bnt 
the  same  appear  to  have  made  no  proper  imp 
mind  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings:  for  nott 
ever  was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  tito  8vd  of  MhcK 
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1783,  when  tte  said  Hastings,  writing  in  his  own  character 
and  that  of  the  council,  did  entirely  pass  hy  all  the  circum- 
stances before  recited,  but  did  give  directions  for  the  renewal 
of  measures  of  the  like  nature  and  tendency  with  those, 
which  (for  several  of  the  last  months  at  least  of  the  said  pro- 
ceeding) had  been  employed  with  so  little  advantage  to  the 
interest,  and  with  so  much  injury  to  the  reputation,  of  the 
Company,  his  masters,  in  whose  name  he  acted ;  expressiug 
himself  in  the  said  letter  of  the  3rd  of  March,  1783,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  what  means  have  been 
taken  for  recovering  the  balance  [the  pretended  balance  of 
the  extorted  money]  due  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at 
Pyzabad ;  and,  if  necessary,  you  must  recommend  it  to  the 
vizier  to  enforce  the  most  effectual  means  for  that  purpose." 
And  the  resident  did,  in  his  answer  to  the  board,  dated  31st 
March,  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order,  again  detail  the  par- 
ticulars aforesaid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  referring  him 
to  his  former  correspondence,  stating  the  utter  impossibility 
of  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning  certain  other 
disgraceful  and  oppressive  circumstances ;  and  in  particular, 
that  the  Company  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of  the 
reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  and  beasts  of  carriage, 
receive  a  value  in  the  least  equal  to  the  loss  she  suffered ; 
the  elephants  having  no  buyer  but  the  Nabob,  and  the 
clothes,  which  had  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton  at  a 
valuation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  so  damaged  by  ill 
keeping  in  warehouses,  that  ihey  could  not  be  sold,  even  for 
six  months'  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight  thousand 
pounds ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article  was  incurred  of 
twenty-two  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  fifty,  for  the  recovery 
of  which  (supposing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorous 
means  had  been  employed,  after  having  actually  received  up- 
wards of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  value  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  extorted  much  more  in  loss  to  the  suffering  indi- 
viduals. And  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  leave 
no  means  untried  to  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the 
letter  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  did  on  the  same 
day  write  another  letter  to  him  particularly,  in  which  he  did 
urge  several  arguments,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which  to 
the  said  Hastings  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this  nation, 

VOL.    IV.  Y 


and  on  the  Ohriitiui  ntigion  themn  profeesed:  m.  "tliat 
he  hod  enerienoed  grast  embarrassment  m  troRtiiig  with  her 
[the  monber  of  the  ndgbing  prince]  ;  for,  as  the  mother  of 
the  viziflp,  the  people  look  up  to  her  with  great  regpect  j  and 
any  hud  mewora,  ^■ctisod  against  women  of  her  bi^h 
rank,  create  dutxmtent,  and  aifect  our  national  character," 
And  the  nid  Teaident,  after  cundemDing  very  uojuatly  lipr 
conduct,  added,  "  stiU  ih«  ia  tlm  mother  of  the  prince  of  the 
country,  and  the  raligiiyus  prejudices  of  jtfwWmwi  preciul 
too  BtroDgly  in  their  miads  to  ibrget  her  situation." 

LXX. 
That  the  said  Vftma  Hastings  did  not  moko  any  anam? 
to  the  said  letter.  But  the  mother  of  tlie  prince  nibrosald. 
aa  well  aa  the  mother  of  his  father,  being,  in  couaequeuM  of 
his  the  aud  EastingB'*  liircctiouB,  inceBBaatJy  and  nidt^ly 
pressed  by  their  deeoendii.iit,  in  tlie  name  of  the  Cnmpimy,  to 
pay  to  the  last  &rthiug  .il'  tlie  demand,  tliey  did  both  tMiai- 
tively  refuse  to  pay«ny  p^i-t  of  the  pretended  balances  aiore- 
said,  until  their  landed  estates  were  restored  to  them ;  on 
the  aecuritj  of  which  alone  thoy  alleged  themselveB  to  bo  in 
a  condition  to  borrow  any  money,  or  even  to  provide  for  the 
Bubsist«nce  of  themselves  and  tlieir  nUmerouB  dependcntH. 
And  in  order  to  put  some  end  to  these  diiferencea,  the  visifT 
did  himself,  about  the  beginning  of  August,  1783,  go  to 
Fyzabad,  and  did  hold  divers  conferences  with  his  parents, 
and  did  consent  and  ensfi^^e  to  restore  to  them  their  Isndtid 
estates  aforesaid;  and  diil  iwaue  an  order,  that  they  should 
be  restored  accordingly:  l)ut  his  minister  aforeaoid,  having 
before  his  eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  did  persuade  lii^  iim^iLM-  li-  iliahoiionv  himself  in 
breaking  his  &ith  and  eng^ement  with  his  mother  Mui  Ae 
Shoiifvomth  ™''*'^^''  °f  ^  fether,  by  first  eradii^  the  «»• 
liihrioHTdfi  cution,  and  afterwards  totally  leroldllg  Ul  aid 
Rlmiu*")!'"?  public  and  solemn  act,  oQ-pretence,  tlwt  Wkid 
agreed  to  the  grant  "  from  shame^  ''''''IE  ^  ^^^ 
presence,  [the  presence  of  his  mother  and  gnmdBOWwJ  ial 
that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  time;"^bhe  said  aniHtar 
declaring  to  him,  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  hb  ■IViwri 
them  "  money  for  their  neceuary  expeneee,  ad  tiui  midi 
be  doinp  enough." 


\ 
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LXXI. 


That  the  faith  given  for  the  restoration  of  their  landed 
estates  being  thus  violated,  and  the  money  for  necessary  ex- 
penses being  as  ill  supplied  as  before,  the  women 
and  children  of  the  late  sovereign,  father  of  the  ter,*29Si  ji. 
reigning  prince,  continued  exposed  to  frequent  Y^  u  ^^^  ®°' 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life;  and, 
being  sorely  pressed  by  famine,  they  were  compelled  to 
break  through  all  the  principles  of  local  decorum  and  re- 
serve, which  constitute  the  dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  and  after  great  clamour  and  violent  at- 
tempts, for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclosure  of  the 
palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  the  public  market,  in 
order  to  move  the  compassion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their 
bread,  they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  exposing  themselves  to  public  view — an  extremity, 
implying  the  lowest  state  of  disgrace  and  degradation;  to 
avoid  which  many  women  in  India  have  laid  violent  hands 
upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  public*  mar- 
ket-place with  the  starving  children  of  the  late  sovereign, 
and  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  reigning  prince! — A 
minute  account  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  to 
the  British  resident  at  Lucknow  by  the  person  appointed  to 
convey  intelligence  to  him  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following 
particulars,  highly  disgraceful  to  the  honour,  justice,  and 
humanity  of  this  nation : 

LXXII. 

"  The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants,  were  still  as 
clamorous  as  last  night.  Letafut,  the  daroga,  went  to  them 
and  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their 
conduct,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them,  that  in  a  few  days 
all  their  allowances  would  be  paid ;  and,  should  not  that  be 
the  case,  he  would  advance  them  ten  days'  subsistence,  upon 
condition  that  they  returned  to  their  habitation.  None  of 
them,  however,  consented  to  his  proposals;  but  were  still 
intent  upon  making  their  escape  through  the  bazar,  [market- 
place,] and  in  consequence  formed  themselves  into  a  line, 
arranging  themselves  in  the  following  order :  the  children  in 
the  front ;  behind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  be- 

Y  2 
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hind  them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their  intentions  were 
frustrated  by  the  opposition  which  they  met  from  Letafut's 
sepoys. 

LXXIII. 

"The  next  day  Letafut  went  twice  to  the  women,  and 
used  his  endeavours  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenanah, 
promising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees ;  which,  upon  the 
money  being  paid  down,  they  ^^eed  to  comply  with ;  but 
night  coming  on,  nothing  transpired. 

LXXIV. 

"  On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more  violent 
than  usual.  Letafut  went  to  consult  with  them  on  the  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  offering  the  same  terms.  Depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they  consented  to  return  to  tneir 
apartments,  which  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three 
of  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants.  Letafut  then  went 
to  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  to  consult  with  him  upon  what 
means  they  should  take.  They  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving 
thcni'in  by  force ;  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys  to  beat  any 
one  of  the  women,  who  should  attempt  to  move  forward.  The 
sepoys  consequently  assembled ;  and  each  one  being  provided 
with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them  by  dint  of  beating  into  the 
zenanah.  The  women  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafut,  pro- 
ceeded to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys,  and  again  at- 
tempted to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible  from  the 
gates  being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones 
and  bricks  till  about  ten  ;  when  finding  their  situation  des- 
perate, they  retired  into  the  kung  mohid,  and  forced  their  way 
from  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  house  and  garden ;  after  this  they  were  desirous  of  get- 
ting into  the  begum's  apartment,  but  she  being  apprized  of 
their  intention  ordered  her  doors  to  be  shut.  In  tne  mean 
time,  Jjctafut  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn  posted  sentries  to 
secure  the  gates  of  the  lesser  mahal.  During  the  whole  of 
this  conflict,  all  the  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to 
the  view  of  the  sepoys.  The  begum  then  sent  for  Letafut 
and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  whon  she  severely  reprimanded, 
and  insisted  upon  knowing  the  causes  of  this  infamous  be- 
haviour. They  pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of 
hel]}ing  it,  as  the  treatment  the  women  had  met  with  had 
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been  conformable  to  his  Excellency  the  vizier's  orders.  The 
begum  alleged,  that  even  admitting  that  the  Nabob  had 
given  those  orders,  they  were  by  no  means  authorized  in 
this  manner  to  disgrace  the  family  of  Shuja  Dowla;  and 
should  they  not  receive  their  allowance  for  a  day  or  two, 
it  could  be  of  no  great  moment :  what  was  passed  was 
now  at  an  end ;  but  that  the  vizier  should  certainly  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  of  the  affair,  and  that  whatever  he 
desired  she  should  implicitly  comply  with.  The  begum  then 
sent  for  five  of  the  children,  who  were  wounded  in  the  affray 
of  last  night,  and,  after  endeavouring  to  soothe  them,  she 
sent  again  for  Letafut  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  children  expressed  her  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of  Asuf  ul  Dowla's  suf- 
fering the  ladies  and  children  of  Shuja  Dowla  to  be  disgraced 
by  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  rabble.  Upon  which  Le- 
tafut produced  the  letter  from  the  Nabob,  at  the  same  time  re- 
presenting, that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  orders  of  his 
Excellency,  and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to 
obey  ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  retired 
into  their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  not  have  used  the 
means  he  had  taken  to  compel  them.  The  begum  again  ob- 
served, that  what  had  happened  was  now  over.  She  then 
gave  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed  them,  and  sent 
word  by  Jumrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies 
would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  Letafut  would 
supply  them  with  3  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  personal  ex- 
penses, and  recommended  to  them  not  to  incur  any  further 
disgrace,  and  that  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agree- 
ably to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong.  The  ladies 
followed  her  advice,  and  about  ten  at  night  went  back  into 
the  zenanah.  The  next  morning  the  begum  waited  upon  the 
mother  of  Shuja  Dowla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  disturbances.  The  mother  of  Shuja  Dowla 
returned  for  answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept 
of  crores  of  revenues,  she  was  not  surprised,  that  the  family 
of  Shuja  Dowla,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  subsistence, 
should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  to  the  meanest  of 
the  people.  After  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  and  shedding 
many  .tears,  the  begum  took  her  leave,  and  returned  home." 
That  the  said  affecting  narrative  being  sen*  with  others  of 
the  same  nature,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1784,  to  the  said 
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Warren  Hastings,  he  did  not  order  any  relief  in  consequence 
tlienjof,  or  take  any  sort  of  notice  whatsoever  of  the  said  in- 
telligence. 

LXXV. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did  express  strong  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  seizing  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare 
to  him  the  said  Hastings,  "  tliat  the  only  consolation  they 
felt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the  amount  of  those  j&ghires^  for 
which  the  Convpany  were  guarantees^  is  to  be  paid  Mroti^A  out 
resident  at  the  court  of  the  vizier  ;  and  it  very  materially  con- 
cenis  the  credit  of  your  governor  on  no  account  to  suffer 
such  payments  to  he  evaded.^'*  But  the  said  Warren  list- 
ings did  never  make  the  arrangement  supposed  in  the  said 
letter  to  be  actually  made,  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to 
pay  them  the  amount  of  their  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  pay- 
ment to  them. 

And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  ordered  by  the 
court  of  directors  to  restore  to  them  their  estates,  in  case 
the  charges  made  upon  them  should  not  be  found  true,  he 
the  said  Hastings  did  contumaciously  and  cruelly  decline  any 
compliance  with  the  said  orders  imtil  his  journey  to  Luck- 
now,  when  he  did,  as  he  says,  "  conformably  to  tlie  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclination  of  the 
Nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jaghires,  but  with  the 
defalcation,  according  to  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion 
of  their  respective  shares;"  pretending,  without  the  least 
probability,  that  the  said  defalcation  was  a  "  voluntary  con- 
cession on  their  part."  Eut  what  he  has  left  to  them  for 
their  support,  or  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has 
taken  away,  he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of  directors, 
whoso  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whose  orders  he  has  thus 
eluded,  whilst  he  pretended  to  yield  some  obedience  to  them. 

LXXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  a  malicious, 
loose,  and  ill-supported  cliargo,  backed  by  certain  unsatis- 
factory aflidavits,  as  a  ground  for  his  seizing  on  the  jaghires, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  vizier's  mother,  solemnly  guaranteed 
to  them  ;  the  court  of  directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th 
of  February,  1783,  express  themselves  as  follows  concerning 
that  measure ; — "  which  the  governor-general  (he  the  said 
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Warren  Hastings)  in  his  letter  to  your  board,  the  23rd  of 
January,  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged  and 
supported;  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
nation,  that  the  measure  appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Hindostan.  The  governor-general  has  informed  us, 
that  it  can  be  well  attested,  that  the  begums  (the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  JSTabob  aforesaid)  principally  excited 
and  supported  the  late  commotions  ;  and  that  they  carried 
their  inveteracy  to  the  English  nation  so  far,  as  to  aim  at 
our  utter  extirpation. ''^ — And  the  court  of  directors  did  fur- 
ther declare  as  follows : — "  that  it  nowhere  appears  from  the 
papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  they  (the  mother 
ana  grandmother  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  excited  any  com- 
motions previous  to  the  imprisonment  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing, 
and  only  armed  themselves  in  consequence  of  that  transac- 
tion ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  such  a  conduct  proceeded  from 
motives  of  self-defence,  under  an  apprehension,  that  they 
themselves  might  likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  con- 
tributions."— And  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  giving  their 
orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  jaghires,  or  for  the  payment 
of  an  equivalent  through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for 
the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  condition,  that 
it  should  appear  from  inquiry,  that  they  were  not  guilty  of 
the  practices  charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings.  Mr. 
Stables,  one  of  the  council-general,  did,  in  execution  of  the 
said  conditional  order,  propose  an  inquiry,  leading  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  condition,  and  did  enter  a  minute  as 
follows :  "  that  the  court  of  directors,  by  their  letters  of  the 
14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not  to  be  satisfied,  that  the 
disaffection  of  the  begums  to  this  government  is  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  evidence  before  them ;  I  therefore  think,  that 
the  late  and  present  resident,  and  commanding  officer  in  the 
vizier's  country  at  the  time,  should  be  called  on  to  collect 
what  further  information  they  can  on  this  subject,  in  which 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  government  is  so  materially 
concerned ;  and  that  such  information  may  be  transmitted 
to  the  court  of  directors."  And  he  did  further  propose 
heads  and  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  expressed 
by  the  court  of  directors.  But  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  ought  long  before,  on  principles  of  natural  justice,  to 
have  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  of  his  so  im- 
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Impey  to  take  afBdavits  against  the  women  of  high  rank 
aforesaid,  not  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part, 
but  without  any  communication  to  them  of  his  practice  and 
proceedings  against  them ;  and  equity  did  at  least  require, 
that  they,  with  his  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  suborduiatea 
of  his  own  goremment,  should  he  aliowed  a  public  inquiry 
to  acquit  themsolyes  of  the  heavy  offeuces,  with  which  they 
had  been  by  him  cUndestinely  chained. 

Lxxvn. 

That  he,  the  said'Haatinga,  in  order  to  effeotnalljr  tlifle  tta 
said  inquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  aHHtiit 
that  the  said  inquiry  would  be  productive  "  of  erila  OHate 
than  any  which  have  already  taken  place,  and  tMek  Imtiai 
almost  obliterated ;"  as  also  the  following — "  If  I  am  zi^dh  z 
informed,  the  Nabob  vizier  and  the  begums  are  on  tHBi  a 
mutual  good-will.  It  would  iU  become  thia  goreiMiMrt  io 
interpose  its  influence  by  any  act,  whieh  vaffiA  tMd  to'-n* 
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vive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occasion  would  be 
sufficient  to  effect  it.  They  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such 
a  declaration,  proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  Company  in 
their  favour,  demand  a  reparation  of  the  acts,  which  they 
will  construe  wrongs,  with  such  a  sentence  warranting  that 
construction,  and  either  accept  the  invitation,  to  the  pro- 
claimed scandal  of  the  Nabob  vizier,  which  will  not  acid  to 
the  credit  of  our  government;  or  remain  in  his  dominions,  but 
not  under  his  authority,  to  add  to  his  vexations,  and  the  dis- 
orders of  the  country,  by  continual  intrigues  and  seditions. 
Enough  already  exists  to  affect  his  peace  and  the  quiet  of  his 
people.  If  we  cannot  heal,  let  us  not  inflame,  the  wounds 
which  have  been  inflicted.''^ — "  If  the  begums  think  themselves 
aggrieved  to  such  a  degree  as  to  justify  them  in  an  appeal 
to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  stand- 
ing in  the  relation  of  son  and  grandson  to  them ;  to  appeal 
to  the  justice  of  those  who  have  been  the  abettors  and  instrU" 
ments  of  their  imputed  wrongs;  let  us  at  least  permit  them  to 
be  the  judges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  preier  their  com- 
plaints, before  we  offer  to  redress  them.  They  will  not  need 
to  be  prompted.  I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  sim- 
plicity of  official  language  in  saying,  the  majesty  of  justice 
ought  to  be  approached  wdth  solicitation,  not  descend  to 
provoke  or  invite  it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the  sug- 
gestion of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  the 
denunciation  of  punishments  before  trial,  and  even  before 
accusation." 

LXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  to  pass  an 
act  of  indemnity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  the 
sufferings  of  others,  supposing  the  latter  almost  obliterated 
by  time,  did  not  only  mock  and  insult  over  the  sufferings  of 
the  allies  of  the  Company,  but  did  show  an  indecent  con- 
tempt of  the  understandings  of  the  court  of  directors ;  be- 
cause his  violent  attempts  on  the  property  and  liberty  of  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  ally  aforesaid,  had  not  their 
first  commencement  much  above  two  years  before  that  time, 
and  had  been  continued,  without  abatement  or  relaxation  on 
his  part,  to  the  very  time  of  his  minute ;  the  Nabob  having, 
by  the  instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  instrument, 
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llydcr  Beg  Khan,  not  two  months  before  the  date  of  the 
consultation,  been  obliged  a  second  time  to  break  his  faith 
with  relation  to  the  estates  of  his  mother  in  the  manner 
liertMn  before  recited.  And  the  said  Hastings  did  not,  and 
could  not,  conceive,  that  the  clearing  the  mother  could  re- 
vive any  animosity  between  her  and  her  son,  by  whom  she 
never  had  been  accused.  The  said  Hastings  was  also  sensible, 
that  the  restoration  of  her  landed  estates,  recommended  by 
the  court  of  directors,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on  the 
mind  of  the  said  son,  as  it  was  "  with  almost  unconquerable 
reluctance  he  had  been  persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them.*' 
And  at  the  time  of  his  submitting  to  become  an  instrument 
in  this  injustice,  he  did  "declare,"  both  to  the  resident  and 
his  ministers,  "that  it  was  an  act  of  compulsion." 

LXXIX. 

That  the  said  Hastings  further,  by  insinuating  that  the 
women  in  question  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  Vk  foreign 
jurisdiction  against  a  son  and  grandson,  could  not  forget, 
tliat  he  himself,  being  that  foreij];n  jurisdiction,  (if  any  juris- 
diction there  was,)  did  himself  direct  and  order  the  injuries ; 
did  himself  urge  the  calumnies ;  and  did  himself  cause  to  be 
taken  and  produced  the  unsatisfactory  evidence,  by  which 
the  women  in  question  had  suffered ;  and  that  it  was  against 
him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against  their  son,  that  they 
had  reason  to  appeal.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  inquiry 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer,  or  appeal, 
of  the  sufferers,  but  upon  the  ill  impression,  which  the  said 
Hastings's  own  conduct,  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state 
of  it,  and  on  his  own  e\4dence  in  support  of  it,  had  made  on 
the  court  of  directors,  who  were  his  lawful  masters,  and  not 
suitors  in  his  court.  And  his  an'ogating  to  himself  and  his 
colleagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a  tribunal  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  justice,  but  of  refusing  inquiry,  was  a  high 
offence  and  misdemeanour,  (particularly  as  the  due  obedience 
to  the  Company's  orders  was  eluded  on  the  insolent  pre- 
tence, "that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be  approacned 
with  solicitation,  and  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  sug- 
gestion of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,")  in  a  governor, 
whose  business  it  is,  even  of  himself,  and  unsolicited,  not 
only  to  promise,  but  to  afford,  redress  to  all  those,  who 
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should  suffer  under  the  power  of  the  Company,  even  if  their 
ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the  imbecility  of  their 
sex,  or  the  fear  of  irritating  persons  in  rank  and  station, 
should  prevent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  solicitation. 

LXXX. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  all  solicitation  for  justice  on  the  part  of 
the  women  aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  refuse  the 
inquiry  moved  by  his  colleague  Mr.  Stables,  had  in  all  pro- 
bability received  from  the  resident  Middleton,  or  if  he  had 
made  the  slightest  inquiry  from  the  said  Middleton,  then  at 
Calcutta,  might  immediately  receive,  an  account,  that  they 
did  actually  solicit  the  said  resident,  through  Major  Gilpin, 
for  redress  against  his  the  said  Hastings's  calumnious  accus- 
ation, and  the  false  testimony  by  which  it  was  supported ; 
and  did  send  the  said  complaint  to  the  resident  Middleton 
by  the  said  Gilpin,  to  be  transmitted  to  him  the  said  Hast- 
ings and  the  council,  so  early  as  the  19th  of  October,  1782 ; 
and  that  she,  the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the 
same  to  the  resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  and 
accompanying  the  same  with  the  copies  of  let- 
ters (tne  originals  of  which  they  asserted  were  ^^nexed." 
in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses  against 
them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  letters  directly  overturn 
the  charges  or  insinuations  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them ; 
and  that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  upon  them 
and  their  parties  by  the  instigation  of  the  mother  of  the  Na- 
bob, or  by  her  ministers,  they  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon 
did  attribute  their  preservation  to  them,  and  to  their  serv- 
ices ;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  gratitude  both  to 
the  mother  of  the  Nabob  and  to  her  ministers,  fully  acknow- 
ledge the  same.  Which  remonstrance  of  the  mother  of  the 
Nabob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon,  are 
annexed  to  this  charge;  and  the  said  Blastings  is  highly 
criminal  for  not  having  examined  into  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  said  remonstrance. 

LXXXI. 

That  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  tend  to  impress  aU  the  neighbouring  princes,  some  of 

-  4i  ""^ 
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"whom  wore  allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  women  of  rank 
aforesaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  faith,  honour,  and  de- 
coiicy  of  the  British  nation ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  journey 
aforesaid  made  by  the  Nabob  from  Lucknow  to  Pyzabad,  in 
wliich  the  said  Nabob  did  restore,  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  the  confiscated  estates  of  his  mother  and  grand- 
motluT,  and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  appears, 
that  the  said  journey  did  cause  a  general  alarm,  (the  worst 
motives  obtaining  the  most  easy  credit  with  regfurd  to  any 
future  proceeding  on  account  of  the  foregone  acts,)  and 
excited  great  indignation  among  the  ruling  persona  of  the 
adjacent  country  ;  insomuch  that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the 
said  AVarren  Iliistings  at  the  court  of  the  king  Shaw  Allum 
at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  to  Mr.  Bristow, 
resident  at  Oude,  as  follows : — "  The  evening  of  the  7tb,  at  a 
conference  I  had  with  Mirza  Shaffee  Cawn,  he  introduced  a 
subject  respecting  the  Nabob  vizier,  which,  however  it  may 
be  disagreeable  for  you  to  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to 
communicate,  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  laying  before  you. 
lie  told  me  he  had  received  information  from  Lucknow,  that 
by  the  advice  of  llyder  Beg  Cawn  the  vizier  had  determined 
to  bring  hia  grandmother,  tho  widow  of  Sufdar  Jung,  from 
Pyzabad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  further  sum 
of  money  from  her,  by  seizing  on  her  eunuchs,  digging  up 
the  apartments  of  her  house  at  Fyzabad,  and  putting  her 
own  person  under  restraint.  This,  he  said,  he  knew  was  not 
an  act  of  our  government,  but  the  mere  advice  of  Hyder  Beg 
Cawn,  to  which  tho  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend.  He 
added,  that  the  old  begum  had  resolved  rather  to  put  herself 
to  death  than  submit  to  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon 
her ;  that  if  such  a  circumstance  should  happen,  there  is 
not  a  man  in  Hindostan  who  loill  attribute  the  act  to  the  vizier, 
[Ndhoh  of  Oude,'\  hut  every  one  will  fix  the  odium  on  the 
Enr/Iish,  tvho  might  easily,  hy  the  influence  they  so  largely 
exercise  in  their  own  concerns  there,  have  prevented  such 
unnatural  conduct  in  the  vizier.  He  therefore  called  upon 
me,  as  the  English  representative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform 
you  of  this,  that  you  may  prev(^nt  a  stc^p,  which  will  destroy 
all  confidence  in  the  English  nation  throughout  Hindostan, 
and  excite  tho  bitterest  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by 
blood  are  connected  with  the  house  of  Sufdar  Jung."     He 
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concluded  by  sajdng,  "  that  if  the  vizier  so  little  regarded  his 
family  and  personal  honour,  or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wish 
to  disgrace  his  father's  mother  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him 
plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send  her  safe  up  to 
Delhi,  or  Agra,  and,  poor  as  I  am,  I  will  furnish  subsistence 
for  her,  which  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour, 
though  it  cannot  be  adequate  to  her  rank. — This,  Sir,  is  a 
most  exact  detail  of  the  conversation  (as  far  as  related  to 
that  affair)  on  the  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn.  On  my  part 
I  could  only  say,  that  I  imagined  the  affair  was  misrepresent- 
ed, and  that  I  should  write  as  he  requested.  Let  me  there- 
fore request,  that  you  will  enable  me  to  answer,  in  a  more 
effectual  manner,  any  further  questions  on  this  subject." 

LXXXII. 

"  As  Mirza  Shuffee' s  grandfather  was  brother  to  Sufdar 
Jung,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  what  his  declaration  means^ 
and  if  this  measure  of  dismissing  the  old  begum  should  be 
persisted  in,  I  should  not,  from  the  state  of  affairs  and  the 
character  of  the  Amir  ul  Omrah,  be  surprised  at  some  im- 
mediate and  violent  resolution  being  adopted  by  him." 

LXXXIII. 

That  Mirza  Shuffee,  mentioned  in  this  correspondence, 
(who  has  since  been  murdered,)  was  of  near  kindred  to  the 
lady  in  question,  (grandmother  to  the  Nabob,)  was  resident 
in  a  province  immediately  adjoining  to  the  province  of  Oude, 
and  from  proximity  of  situation  and  nearness  of  connexion, 
was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  concerning  his  female  re- 
lations from  the  best  authority. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  resident  Bristow,  on  receiving  this  letter,  did 
apply  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  explanation  of  the 
Nabob's  intentions,  who  denied  that  the  Nabob  intended 
more  than  a  visit  of  'duty  and  ceremony ;  which,  whatever 
his  dispositions  might  have  been,  and  probably  were,  towards 
his  own  mother,  was  not  altogether  probable,  as  it  was  well 
known,  that  he  was  on  verv  bad  terms  with  the  mother  of  his 
father ;  and  it  appears,  that  intentions  of  a  similar  nature 
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LXXXV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  who  did,  o 

jesty  of  justice,  refuse  toinqni 


I  pretence  of  the  n* 

_,__-_,  ___, , . ltd  the  chari;ea  made  upon 

the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  of  Onde,  id  juatificatiOD  of 
the  violence  offered  to  them,  did  voluntarily  and  of  liis  own 
accord  make  himself  an  accuser  oi'  tlin  ri.'^ident  Middletea 
for  the  want  of  a  literal  execution  of  his  orders  in  the  plana 
of  estortion  and  rapine  aforesaid;  tlie  criminal  nature,  spirit, 
and  tendency  of  the  said  proceedings,  for  the  defective  eae- 
cution  of  which  he  brought  the  said  churge,  appearing  in  the 
defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  the  reai^nt,  for 
hia  temporary  and.  abort  forbearances. 

LXXXVI. 
"  It  could  not,  I  flatter  myself^  be  termed  k  long  Ot  vfr 
warrantable  delay  (two  days)  when  the  importanoB  at  the 
business,  and  the  peculiar  embarrassmenti  atteodia^  Am 
prosecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end,  U6  cooaidend.  Hm 
Nabob  was  son  to  the  begum,  whom  we  wem  to  ^lnju^ll^ 
against ;  a  bod  against  a  mother  moat  at  leart  «««•  tffmf" 
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ances  in  his  mode  of  proceeding. — The  produce  of  his  nego- 
tiation was  to  be  received  by  the  Company.  Receiving  a 
benefit,  accompanying  the  Nabob,  withdrawing  their  pro- 
tection, were  circumstances  sufficient  to  mark  the  English  as 
the  principal  movers  in  this  business.  At  a  court,  where  no 
opportunity  is  lost  to  throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an 
occasion  was  not  missed  to  persuade  the  Nabob,  that  we  in- 
stigated him  to  dishonour  his  family  for  our  benefit.  The 
impressions  made  by  these  suggestions*  constantly  retarded 
the  progress,  arid  more  than  once  actually  broke  off  the  busi- 
ness ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  caution  on  my  part  neces- 
sary, especially  as  I  had  no  assistance  to  expect  from  the 
ministers,  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  business.  In 
the  East,  it  is  well  known,  that  no  man,  either  by  himself  or 
his  troops,  can  enter  the  walls  of  a  zenana,  scarcely  in  the  case 
of  acting  against  an  open  enemy,  much  less  of  an  ally ; — an 
ally  acting  against  his  own  mother.  The  outer  walls,  and  the 
begum's  agents,  were  all  that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack ; 
they  were  dealt  with,  and  successfully,  as  the  event  proved." 
— He  had  before  observed  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  corre- 
spondence, what  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  true,  that  no 
further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted  could  be  used  against 
females  in  that  country ;  where  force  could  be  employed  it 
was  not  spared. — "  That  the  place  of  concealment  was  only 
known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could  not  be  drawn  out  df 
the  women's  apartments,  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and 
from  which,  if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  them, 
they  might  escape ;  and  the  secret  of  the  money  being 
known  only  to  them,  it  was  necessary  to  get  their  persons 
into  his  hands,  which  could  be  obtained  by  negotiation 
only." — The  resident  concluded  his  defence  by  declaring  his 
"  hope,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  was  fulfilled,  he 
should  be  no  longer  held  criminal  for  a  deviation  from  the 
precise  letter  of  them." 

LXXXVII. 

That  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  did  enter  a  reply  to  this 
answer,  in  support  of  his  criminal  charge,  continuing  to  in- 
sist, "  that  his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally  obeyed," 
although  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  above  difficulties  occurred, 
and  the  above  consequences  must  have  been  the  result ;  and 


though  flu  leporti  of  the  id  with  the 

execution  of  iub  oonun        •»  i  mou  uud  uiuiil  iinpoMJ- 

bility,  u  wdl  u  inntili^  m  p  f  profit,  of  fordug  n  son 

to  greater  nolenoe  aod  rigoor  i  sb  his  mother. 

LUXVIII. 
That  the  aud  Hf«tiilgs,'a  dl  the  ad;a  aforesniJ,  did 
presume  to  deolue  on  raoord.  m  i  miuute  of  the  23rd  Sep- 
tember, 1768,  "that  "wl  s  f  happeu  of  the  events, 
which  he  dteads,  in  the  iql  ruire  now  subsisting,  be 
shall  at  least  receire  this  c  ol  under  them,  that  he  used 
his  utmost  exertions  to  pre<  >  i ;  and  that  in  the  annak 
of  the  nations  of  India,  whion  ;  beea  subjectL>d  to  the 
British  domimona,  HE  tkaUnotae  remembered  among  their 
oppreaort."  And,  spMkinf  of  rtain  alleged  indigoitieg 
offered  to  the  K^abob  of  Oade,  i  <  ertain  alleged  suspicioiis 
of  his  authority  with  r^ard  to  lauagement  of  his  liouee- 
hold,  he  the  said  Hastings  did,  m  e  said  mimite,  endeavour 
to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  Britiea  nation,  severely  aninuMi- 
verting  on  such  ofiences,  making  ;  of  the  following  terme : 
"If  there  be  a  spark  of  geneiona  virtue  iuthe  breasts  of  any 
of  my  countrymen,  who  shall  be  the  readers  of  this  comuil- 
ation,  this  letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  Nabob]  flhall 
stand  for  on  instrument  to  awakeu  it  to  the  call  of  veugeiuu.'e 
against  so  flagitious  an  abuse  of  authority,  and  reproach  of 
the  British  name." 

From  her  Excellent/  the  Bhoio  Begum  to  Mr.  Briflow, 
Seiident  at  the   Vizier'ii  Court. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  way  of  iufono- 
ation  a  detail  of  my  sufferings.  From  eommon  report,  and 
the  intelligence  of  those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of 
them  will  have  reached  your  ears  :  I  ivill  hero  relate  a  port 
of  them. 

After  the  death  of  Suia  Dowla,  moat  of  his  migiait**! 
servants  were  constantly  labouring  to  ^tifr  their  eaaUfi 
but  finding  &om  the  firm  and  sincere  &iendali^  mhiidt  n^ 
sisted  between  me  and  the  English,  that  the  aoeon^' ' 
of  their  purposes  was  frustrated,  they  formed  the  i 
occaeiouiug  a  breach  in'  that  alliance,  to  inmre  1ikc»  ««■ 
auccess.    I  must  acquaint  you,  that  my  ion  Amf  nl  JDovlii 
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had  formerly  threatened  to  sei/e  my  jaghire ;  but  upon  pro- 
ducing the  treaty  aigued  by  jou,  and  BhoH-ing  it  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  he  interfered,  and  preveoted  tlie  impending  evil.— 
The  conspiration  now  framed  an  aocuaation  against  me  of  a 
conduct,  which  I  never  had  conceived  even  in  idea,  of  render- 
ing assistance  to  Bajah  Cheit  Sing.  The  particulara  are 
follow : — My  Bon,  Asuf  ul  Dowla,  and  his  ministers,  with 
troops,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Middle- 
toa,  on  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohiimm,  arrived  at  Fyza- 
had,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore  of  rupeea.  As  my  in- 
ability to  pay  so  vast  a  sum  was  manifest,  I  produced  the  treaty 
you  sigued  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  effect ;  their  hearts  were 
determined  upon  violence.  I  offered  my  son  Asuf  ul  Dowla, 
whose  will  is  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even  life 
itself,  whatever  money  and  goods  I  was  possessed  of;  but  an 
amicable  adjustment  seemed  not  worth  accepting ;  he  de- 
manded the  delivering  up  the  fort,  and  therecallof  the  troops 
that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
city.  To  me  tumult  and  discord  appeared  unnecessary.  I 
gave  up  these  points,  upon  which  they  seised  upon  my  head 
eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally  Cawn,  and  nent 
them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  after  having  obliged  them  to  sign  A 
bond  for  sixty  lacks  of  rupeea ;  they  were  thrown  into  prison, 
with  fetters  about  their  feet,  and  denied  food  and  water.  I,. 
who  had  never  even  in  my  dreams  eiperienced  such  an  oppres- 
sion, gave  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  my  honour  and  dignity  ;  but. 
this  would  not  satisfy  their  demands ;  they  charged  me  with 
a  rupee  and  a  half  batta  upon  each  mohur,  and  on  this  ac- 
count laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount  of  six  lacks  some 
thousand  rupees,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  to  exact  the  pay- 
ment. Major  Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  first  was  im- 
portunate ;  but  being  a  man  of  experience,  and  of  a  bene- 
volent disposition,  when  he  was  convinced  of  my  want  of 
means,  he  changed  hia  conduct,  and  was  willing  to  apply  to 
the  ahroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  me  the  money.  But  with  . 
the  loss  of  my  jaghires  my  credit  was  sunk ;  I  conld  not  J 
raise  the  sum  ;  at  last,  feeling  my  helpless  situation,  1  col-  ' 
lected  my  wardrobe  and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about 
three  lacks  of  rupees,  besides  fifty  thousand  rupees,  which  I 
borrowed  from  one  place  or  other,  and  sent  Slajor  Gilpin 
with  it  to  Lucknow.     My  sufferings  did  not  terminate  here. 
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aeBsion;  copies  of  which  I  gave  iii  ibiiri^u  to  Major  Gilpin, 

to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middletoii.  that  he  might  forward 

them  to  the  govemor-generaL     Tti  be  brief,  those  who  hsre 

loaded  me  with  accusations,  are  now  dearly  convicted  of 

falsehood.     Bnt  is  it  not  exixaordi  j:<.ry,  notwithstanding  tbe 

justness  of  my  cause,  that  nobody  reliuii's  my  misfortunes? 

Why  did  Major  Gilpin  return  without  eflBCb  P 

My  prayers  have  been  conatantlr  offered  to  Hen^  ftr 
TOUT  arrival ;  report  faaa  announced  it ;  for  whidi  zeMCB  I 
have  taken  up  the  pen,  and  request  yon  will  not  plMS  il» 
phcit  confidence  in  my  accusers,  bu^  wcngjiin^  ia  At  Mril . 
of  justice  their  falsehoods  and  my  repreaentatwu^  JOKVS 
eiert  your  influence  in  putting  a  period  to  tlie  HUmMMMI 
with  which  I  am  overwhelmed. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  Cawn 

and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly  letter,  fraught 
with  benevolence;  and  whatever  favours  you,  my  friends, 
have  been  pleased  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon  afforded 
me  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendship,  I  am  in  expect- 
ation, that  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  with  his  baggage,  wiU 
arrive  at  Fyzabad  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and 
afford  satisfaction  to  me. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  is  enclosed  to  you^— I  am  in 
expectation  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  aumil  of 
Saunda,  to  the  end  that  the  aumil  may  forward  it  to  the 
above-mentioned  gentleman,  and  procure  his  reply.  When- 
ever the  answer  arrives,  let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolas  Boy, 
who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting  your  health. 
(Continue  to  honour  me  with  your  corsespondence.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  0nd  Bahar 

Ally  Cawn, 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends,  remain  under  the  pro- 
tection of  God. 

Tour  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness,  accompanied 
by  an  honorary  letter  from  the  begum  saib,  of  exalted  dig- 
nity, and  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  through 
your  hircarahs,  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

With  respect  to  what  you  communicate  regarding  your 
not  having  received  an  answer  to  your  friendly  epistle,  I 
became  perfectly  astonished,  as  a  reply  was  written  from 
Mohadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  dMiger  of  the  road,  that 
it  never  arrived ;  not  to  the  smallest  neglect  on  my  side  (or 
of  mine). 

I  now  send  two  letters  to  you ;  one  by  the  Dawk  people, 
and  the  second  by  one  of  my  hircarahs,  (who  wiU  present 
them  to  you,)  which  you  certainly  will  receive. 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased  with  the  friend- 
ship you  have  shown. 

You  wrote  me  to  remain  j^erfectly  easy  concerning  Mr. 

z  2 
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Gordon.— Verily,  from  k  iudulgent 
friends,  my  hem  u  em  .  x  u  nlan  oimorved  and  men- 
tioned, tiiu  H  Ujr.  Oo  m  ■  c  ig  with  those  attached  la 
him  fprobtblf  hk  wpoyi  i  lera)  might  be  »ttiradid 
with  Dhfflonl^,  if  I  tfiprana,  ,ould  be  invited  nlone  t« 
Fyzabadj— My  friendx,  I  pUoo  mj  expectation  entirely  upon 
your  frifflidihipa,  >ad  leftve,  it  to  y  n  to  adopt  the  manner  ii 
which  the  Mia  geotlemm  msy  i  rive  in  security  without 
molestatim  at  I^iabsd;  brttu  ?  same  time,  let  the  jjm 
bo  so  nunaged,  that  it  may  not  >uie  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  zemindus;  in  thia  caae  tou  ire  mcu  of  discemioent. 
However,  he  i>  to  come  to  V]  ;  extend  your  nssiHtimii! 
and  ende^Tonn. 

It  is  probable,  1       '       b<     m  uib,  of  high  diguily,  tiu 

received  autiwntio  u      jik       »  n  the  ctunp  at  Ueuarcs. 

Favour  me  with  the  ooi  v  rport. 

From    Hi.   Gordon'a  i  underetand,   tlmt    Iklinu 

Imaum  Baksh,  whom  you  ed  thither,  (Saiuida.)  has 

and  still  continues  to  pay  (piMt  i  mtiou  to  that  gentleiDUi, 
which  affords  me  ereat  pleasure. 

An  anfwer  to  the  boom's  let  r  is  to  be  preat-iiti-d.    I 

also  send  a  letter  for  Mr.  Gord  which  pktise  to  forwurd. 

An  Addrettfrom  Colonel  R  nnay  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  &c..,  wiiojn 
God  preserve. 

Your  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  nnd  beneVoIon<«, 
that  through  your  unbounded  geseruaily  uid  gmdn^n 
sent  through  grace  and  &vonr,  I  had  l£e  hoiour  to  IMinv 
in  a  fortunate  moment :  and  whatever  you  wero  plaaitd  to 
write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  "  that  aa  at  thia  time  the 
short-sighted  and  deluded  ryots  had  carried  titeir  djatrnt- 
ances  and  ravages  beyond  all  bounds,  Mr.  Qtvdon'a  eewag 
with  his  whole  people  (or  adherents)  might  be  atteadsd  vip 
diEBculty ;  and  therefore,  if  I  chose,  he  ahould  be  imiM  to 
come  alone."  Now,  as  your  Highness  is  the  beet  jvdgl^  IMT 
faithful  servant  reposeth  his  most  unbounded  hopeeiuafr 
pectation  upon  your  Highness,  that  the  aibretaid  mx,  Ger&a 
may  arrive  at  Fysabad  without  any  apprehennom  or  d■^M^ 
I  shall  be  then  extremely  honoiu«d  and  oU'owl. 
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Considermg  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and  faithful  sery- 
dnt,  continue  to  honour  and  exalt  me  by  your  letters. 
What  further  can  I  say  ? 

■  A  Copy  of  an  Address  from  Mr*  Gordon  to  the  Begum. 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  God 
preserve. 

Afber  presenting  the  usual  professions  of  servitude,  <&c.  in 
the  customary  manner,  my  address  is  presented. 

Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  your 
servant  from  Qoondah,  exalted  me.  Prom  ^the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred, 
May  the  Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow 
happiness,  increase  of  wealth,  and  prosperity. 

The  welfare  of  your  servants  is  entirely  owing  to  your 
favour  and  benevolence.  A  few  days  have  elapsed  since  I 
arrived  at  Ghoondah  with  the  colonel  saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  Highness's  information.  I 
cherish  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that,  considering  me  in 
the  light  of  one  of  your  servants,  you  will  always  continue 
to  exalt  and  honour  me  with  your  gracious  letters* 

May  the  sun  of  prosperity  continually  shine ! 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mahommed  Jewqr  AUy  Cawn  andBahar 

Ally  Cawn,  from  Mr,  Gordon, 

Sirs,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Bemain  under,  &c.  &c. 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  yesterday,  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the 
night  at  Noorgunge,  and  next  morning  aoout  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock,  through  your  favour  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe 
at  Goondah ;  Mur  Aboo  Buksh,  zemindar,  and  Mur  Bustum 
Ally,  accompanied  me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  beitugn, 
<k>mpassionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 
increase  your  prosperity,  and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure 
of  an  interview.  Until  which  time  continue  to  &vour  me 
with  friendly  letters,  and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my 
power  to  execute. 

May  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  success ! 

My.  compliments,  &c,  &c,  &c. 


'  .UKOLM  01  MABenrii 
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Cawn  Sail),  my'  indu 
Ttemsin  imd«r  th«,pR)     <     n 

After  compli]  hdo  i 

intemew,  I  nddren  jou. 

Tour  friendlj  lener,  i 

Sloaaure  to  leonTS  in  t  prop 
lie  kindnen  in  HndiB^  m 
to  Saimdo,  for  the  pnrpoae  ol 
all  hia  baggage,  who  k  now  i 

This  erent  hu  affiwded  ka 
and  satisfactioiii     May  the  < 
atedfast  firm  frionda.    I      i 
Buffioientlr  expreaa  your 
that  of  the  bemm  of  hutni 
mterested  heraelf  in  tl 
her,  which  pleue  to  fori       l 
until  we  meet,  yoa  irili 
account  of  your  health  tai 


ipreiue  Being. 

ly  earnest  desire  of  tui 

kindnese,  I  hod  the 
r,  and  your  inBiprow- 
SBor  Ally  with  n  Ibrw 
LDg  Mr.  Gordun,  with 
lyEabod, 

aat  exeeBBive  pleasure 

ace  preBerve  you,  my 

jeadfihip  itaeli  cwinut 

Y  and  benevolence,  and 

,  who  HO  gradoualy  hae 

)ui  losed  is  an  addrees  for 

I  hope  from  your  friendship, 

innp  to  honour  me  with  an 

wdfltte.     What  further  can  1 


V.  BEVOLUnONS  IN  FAERUCKABAD. 


Th&t  a  prince  called  Almied  Eh&n  was  of  a  family  amongst 
the  moat  oistinguiahed  in  Hindoatan,  and  of  a  nation  famoua 
through  that  empire  for  ita  valour  in  acquiring,  and  its  policy 
and  prudence  in  well  governing,  tiie  territories  it  had  ac- 
quired, called  the  Patana,  or  AfgWi8.  of  which  the  Kohillag 
were  a  branch.  The  said  Ahmed  Khun  had  flied  hie  resi- 
dence in  the  city  of  Farruckabad,  nud  in  the  first  wars  of 
thia  nation  in  India  the  aaid  Ahmed  Khan  attached  himself 
to  the  Company  againat  Sujah  DowU,  then  an  enemy,  now 
a  dependent  on  that  Company.  Ahmed  Khan,  towanla  the 
close  of  his  life,  waa  diapoaaeBsed  of  a  largo  part  of  his 
dominions  by  the  prevalence  of  the  Mah  rer ;  but 
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his  son,  a  minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  and  to  the 
remainder  of  his  dominions.  The  Mahrattas  were  expelled 
by  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the  late  vizier,  who  finding  a  want  of 
the  services  of  the  son  and  successor  of  Ahmed  Khan,  called 
Mouzaffer  Jung,  did  not  onlv  guarantee  him  in  the  posses- 
sion of  what  he  then  actuaUv  held,  but  engaged  to  restore 
all  the  other  territories,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
Mahrattas:  and  this  was  confirmed,  by  repeated  treaties 
and  solemn  oaths,  by  the  late  vizier  and  by  the  present ;  but 
neither  the  late  nor  the  present  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage- 
ments, or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  having  withheld 
what  he  had  stipulated  to  restore,  and  the  latter  not  only 
subjecting  him  to  a  tribute,  insikead  of  restoring  him  to-  what 
his  father  had  imjustly  withheld,  but,  having  made  a  further 
invasion  by  depriving  him  of  fifteen  of  his  districts,  levyinff 
the  tribute  of  the  whole  on  the  little  that  remained,  and 
putting  the  small  remains  of  his  territory  under  a  seques- 
trator or  collector  appointed  by  Almas  Ali  Khdn,  who  did 
grievously  afflict  and  oppress  the  prince  and  territory  afore? 
said. 

That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  frequently  represented 
to  "Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  he  did  suggest  a  doubt,  whether 
"  that  little  ought  to  be  stiU  subject  to  tribute,'*  indicating^ 
that  the  said  tribute  might  be  hard  and  inequitable;  but 
whatever  its  justice  might  have  been,  that  "  firom  the  earliest 
period  of  our  connexion  with  the  present  Nabob  of  Oude,  it 
had  invariably  continued  a  part  or  the  funds  assigned  by  his 
Excellency  as  a  provision  for  the  liquidation  of  the  several 
public  demands  of  this  government  (Calcutta)  upon  him; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  powers  the  board  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  vest  in  the  resident  at  his  court,  for  the  collection 
of  the  Company's  assignments,  a  sezauwil  [a  sequestrator] 
has  always  been  stationed  to  enforce  by  every  means  in  his 
power  the  payment  of  the  tribute.'*  And  the  said  tribute 
was,  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the 
Nabob,  but  to  the  British  resident  at  Oude ;  and  the  same 
being  therefore  imder  the  direction,  and  for  .the  sole  u^  of 
the  Company,  and  indeed^  the  prince  himself  wholly  depend- 
ent, the  representatives  of  the  said  Company  were  respons- 
ible for  the  protection  of  the  prince,  and  for  the  good 
government  of  the  country. 


parity,  or  aittAont;/  in 
rernmeiit,)  among  oHfef 
wing,  that  the  oonntry 
ntire  waste,  witAatit  aJ- 
lital,  which  but  n  very 
le  of  the  most  poptihut 
udoatan,  at  present  M- 
lost  wretched  povertv, 
bob  himself,  though  in 
icb,  with  only  conimoo 
?  an  annual  revenue  of 
hree  or  four  hundred 
Utiilishment  to  mainlain, 
e  subsistence."  And 
sideration  the  said 


That  the  tud  Wnrea  I 
1780,  represent  to  tbe  b         n 
■aid  countrj  in  the  foUowmg  i 

"  To  the  totel  mnt  of  aU  o 
his  government,  (the  Farrn 
o&etoiM  eoMM^.it  may,  no  o 
of  Farruckabad  ia  beo 
tieation,  or  iniabitantrt 
abort  time  Bgo.vu  disti       \t 
and  opulent  oommeraiak  • 

hibits  nothioff  but  ol 

desolation,  and  miaery:  i     1 
poeseBsion  of  a  tract  of  o 
care,  is  notoriouily  capable  m 
between  thirty  and  lor^  1» 
thousand  pounds,)  vith  no  »    tarj/ . 
searcelff  commmumg  Ae  mm      ^ 
the  said  Warren  Haatinn,  t^ng  : 

state  of  the  counti7,aiid  its  prinoe,  and  that  the  latter  had 
" preferred frtqventean^lm  '  (which  complftints  the  said 
Hastings  to  that  time  did  not  before  the  board,  as  his 

duty  required)  "ofAe  kardthip*  indignities,  to  which  he 
ia  subjected  by  the  conduct  of  me  eeznuwil  [sequestrator] 
stationed  in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  annual 
tribute,  which  he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubah  of 
Oude;"  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  declare  nimBelf  "extremely 
desirous,  as  well  from  motives  of  common  justice,  aa  due  re- 

Srd  to  the  rank,  w/iich  thai  eki^  holds  among  the  princes  "f 
Indoslan,  of  affording  him  relief."  And  he,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  as  the  means  of  the  said  relief,  did,  with  the 
consent  of  the  board,  order  the  said  native  sequestrator  to  be 
removed,  and  au  English  resident,  it  servant  of  the  Company. 
to  be  appointed  in  his  room,  declaring,  "  he  understood  B 
local  interference  to  be  indiipensabli/  necessary  for  realisiiig 
the  vizier's  just  demands." 

III. 

That  the  said  native  sequestrator  beinc;  witlidmwn,  and  a 

resident  appointed,  no  complaint  whatever  concerning  the 
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colleclion  of  the  revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  the 
prince  of  the  country,  or  oppression  of  his  subjects  by  the 
said  resident,  was  made  to  the  superiof  council  at  Calcutta ; 
yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  dia,  nevertheless,  in  a  certain 
paper,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  at  Chunar  with  the 
Nabob  of  Oude  on  the  19th  of  September,  1781,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  said  Nabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  "  that 
no  English  resident  be  appointed  to  Farruckabad,  and  that 
the  present  be  recalled;'*  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
knowing,  that  the  Nabob  of  Oude  was  ill  affected  towards  the 
said  Nabob  of  Earruckabad,  and  that  he  was  already  supposed 
to  have  oppressed  him,  did  justify  his  conduct  on  the  princi- 
ples and  in  the  words  following ;  "  that  if  the  Nabob  Mozaffer 
Jung  must  endure  oppression,  (and  I  dare  not  at  this  timeprO' 
pose  his  total  relief,)  it  concerns  the  reputation  of  our  govern- 
ment to  remove  our  participation  in  it.^*  And  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  making,  recording,  and  acting  upon  the  first  of 
the  said  false  and  inhuman  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to 
this  nation,  namely,  that  princes  pa3dng  money  wholly  for 
the  use  of  the  Company,  and  directly  to  its  agent,  for  the 
maintenance  of  British  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power 
the  said  revenue  was  in  effect  collected,  must  of  necessity 
endure  oppression,  and  that  our  government  at  any  time 
dare  not  propose  their  total  relief,  was  a  high  offence  and 
misdemeanour  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  rather, 
because  in  the  said  treaty,  as  well  as  before  and  after,  the  said 
Hastings,  who  pretended  not  to  dare  to  relieve  those  oppressed 
by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  assume  a  complete  authority  over 
the  said  Nabob  himself,  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 

IV. 

That  the  second  principle  assumed  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  as  a  ground  for  voluntarily  abandoning  the  pro- 
tection of  those,  whom  he  had  before  undertaken  to  relieve, 
on  the  sole  streiigth  of  his  own  authority,  and  in  full  confi- 
dence of  the  lawful  foundation  thereof,  and  for  delivering 
over  the  persons  so  taken  into  protection,  under  false  names 
and  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppression,  assert- 
ing, that  the  reputation  of  the  Company  was  saved  by  re- 
moving this  apparent  participation,  when  the  new,  as  well 
as  the  old,  arrangements  were  truly  and  substantially  acts  of 
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the  British  government,  was  disingenuous,  deceitful,  and 
uwod  to  cover  unjustifiable  designs,  since  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  well  knew,  that  all  oppressions  exercised  by  the 
Nabob  of  Oudc  were  solely,  and  in  this  instance  particularlj, 
upheld  by  British  force,  and  were  imputed  to  this  nation; 
and  because  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  three  days  after  the 
execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue  thereof,  did  direct  the 
British  resident  at  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  hi* 
most  implicit  obedience,  ''that  the  ministers  (the  Nabob  of 
Oude's  ministers)  are  to  choose  all  aumils  and  collectors  of 
revenue  with  your  concurrence.'*  And  the  dishonour  to  the 
Company  in  thus  deceitfully  concurring  in  oppression,  which 
they  were  able  and  were  bound  to  prevent,  is  much  aggra- 
vated by  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  receiving  from  the  per- 
son, to  whose  oppression  he  had  delivered  the  said  prince,  aa 
a  private  gift  or  donation  to  himself,  and  for  his  own  use,  a 
sum  of  money,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground  of  suspicion,  that 
tlie  said  gift  from  the  oppressor  to  the  person  surrendering 
the  ])ersou  injured  to  his  mercy  might  have  had  some  share 
in  tlie  said  criminal  transaction. 

V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  (in  the  paper  justify- 
ing the  said  surrender  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  under 
the  protection  of  the  East-India  Company)  assert,  "  that  it 
was  a  fact,  tliat  the  Nabob  Muzzattor  Jimg  (the  Nabob  of 
Farruckabad)  is  equally  urgent  with  the  Nabob  vizier  for 
tlie  removal  of  a  resident,"  without  producing,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove  his  improbable  as- 
sertion, namely,  his  assertion,  that  the  oppressed  prince  did 
apply  to  his  known  enemy  and  oppressor,  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  (who,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  to  relieve  him  against 
the  will  of  the  English  government,)  rather  than  to  that 
English  government,  which  he  must  have  conceived  to  be 
more  impartial,  to  which  he  had  made  his  former  complaint, 
and  which  was  alone  able  to  relieve  him. 

VI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  said  writing,  did 
further  convey  an  insinuation  of  an  ambiguous,  but,  on  any 
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conatruction,  of  a  BuapiciouB  and  dangerous  import ;  viz.  "  it 
is  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Shee'a  (the  resident's)  authority  over  the 
territory  of  Farruchabad  is  in  itself  as  much  gubversive  of 
that  (of  the  late/ul  rulers)  as  that  of  the  vizier's  ouinU  (col- 
lector) ever  was,  and  is  the  more  oppressive,  as  the  power 
from  whence  it  is  derived  is  greater."  The  said  assertion 
proceeds  upon  a  supposition  of  the  illegality  both  of  the 
Nabob's  and  the  Company's  government ;  all  consideration 
of  the  title  to  authority  being  therefore  on  that  supposition 
put  out  of  the  question,  and  the  whole  turning  only  upon 
the  exercite  of  authority,  the  said  Hastings's  suggestion,  tnat 
the  oppression  of  government  must  be  in  proportion  to  its 
power,  is  the  result  of  a  false  and  dangerous  principle,  and 
such  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person  intrusted  with  tne  lives 
and  fortunes  of  men  to  entertain,  much  more  publicly  to 
profess  as  a  rule  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a  direct  tendency 
to  make  the  new  and  powerful  government  of  this  kingdom 
in  India  dreadful  to  tlie  natives,  and  odious  to  the  world. 
But  if  the  said  Warrert  Hastings  did  mean  thereby  indirectly 
to  insinuate,  that  oppressions  had  been  actually  eiercised 
under  the  British  authority,  he  was  bound  to  inquire  into 
these  oppressions,  and  to  animadvert  on  the  person  guilty  of 
the  same,  if  proof  thereof  could  be  had ;  and  the  more,  as  the 
authority  was  given  hj  himself,  and  the  person  exercising  it 
waa  by  himself  also  named.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  on  another  occasion  assert,  that  "whether  they  were 
well  or  ill  founded  ho  never  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain." 
But  it  is  not  true,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  or  could  want 
8uch  opportunity :  the  tact  being,  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  never  cause  any  inquiry  to  be  made  iuto  any 
supposed  abuses,  during  the  saicl  residency,  but  did  give  a 
pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the  said  late 
resident,  aa  a  compensation  to  him  for  an  injury  received, 
and  did  afterwards  promote  the  resident,  as  a  faithful  servant 
of  the  Company,  (and  nothing  appears  to  show  him  other- 
wise,) to  a  judicial  office  of  high  trust;  thereby  taking  away 
all  credit  Irom  any  grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  by  the 
said  Hastings  for  delivering  the  said  Nabob  of  Parruckahfld 
to  the  hand  of  a  known  enemy  and  oppressor,  who  had  al- 
ready, contrary  to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  largo 
part  of  his  territories. 
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vn. 

ThatontiwiudWaiTeii  Hastings's  repreaeDtation  of  the 
trsnaaction  ifonnid  to  thu  iriiiirt  of  directors,  they  did 
beavily  and  iutly  oenson  the  said  ■Warren  Uaetings  for  Var 
game,  and  £d  oonTcy  thdr  cenaure  to  him,  recommending 
relief  to  the  ■ofisring  prince,  but  without  any  order  for 
sending  a  new  resident;  being,  na  it  may  be  enpposed,  pro- 
vented  from  taking  that  ■tt.'p  hy  the  faith  of  the  treaty  msdi^ 
at  Chunar, 

VIII. 

That  all  the  opproiionB  foreseen  by  him  thf>  said  Warren 
Hastings,  when  he  made  the  article  aforeaaid  in  the  treaty 
of  Cbunar,  did  aetiullyhupfn;  for  immediutal^v  on  the  to- 
moval  of  the  British  rewai.tit,  the  country  of  'FarrucfcaW 
was  subjected  to  the  diaoretion  of  a,  certain  native  uiana^Kr 
of  revenue,  called  Almas  All  Khan,  who  did  impoviriHh  and 
oppresa  the  country,  and  insult  the  prince,  and  did  deprive 
htin  of  all  Bubcistence  troai  his  own  estates  ;  taking  from 
him  even  his  gardens,  and  the  tombs  of  his  ancestors,  and 
the  funds  for  maintaining  the  same. 

IX. 
_  That  on  complaint  of  those  proceedings  the  said  Hastisci 
did,  of  his  own  authority,  and  without  communicating  with 
his  councU,  direct  the  native  collector  aforesaid  to  be  re- 
moved, and  the  territory  of  Farruckabad  to  be  left  to  ^ 
sole  management  of  its  natural  prince.  But  in  a  short  tinw 
the  said  Hastings,  pretendinf;  to  receive  many  complaint*, 
purporting  that  the  tributo  to  the  Nabob  remained  wholly 
unpaid,  and  the  agent  to  the  prince  of  i'arruckabad  at  the 
presidency,  and  afterwards  cbief  manager  to  the  prince  afore- 
said, having,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  saitb,  "  had  the  in- 
solence to  prop^ate  a  reporl.  that  the  interference,  to  which 
his  master  owed  the  power  !ic  tlien  enjoyed,  was  purchased 
through  him,"  he  the  said  Hastin;;*  did  again  (but,  as  be- 
fore, without  the  council)  "  withdraw  his  protection  and  in- 
terference altogether"  on  or  about  the  month  of  Auguit, 
1782,  and  did  signify  his  resolution  through  the  resident 
Middleton,  to  the  S^abob  vizier.     But  the  said  Haetingl 
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asserts,  tbat  "the  consequence  of  this  hie  own  seoond  der»>J 
iiction  of  the  priuce  of  r  arruckabad  wan  an  aggravated  ra* 
neuial  of  the  severUies  exercised  against  his  goTemment,  and 
the  re-appointment  of  a  Bezawall,  with  powers  delegated,  or 
asBumed,  to  the  utter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  Muzuifep 
Jung,  and  actually  depriving  faim  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence."  And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive,  on  the  16th  of 
Pebruarr,  1783,  from  the  prince  aforesaid,  a  bitt-er  complaint 
of  the  same  to  the  following  tenor : 

"  The  miaeriea  which  have  fallen  upon  my  country,  and  the 
poverty  and  distress  which  have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the 
re-appointment  of  the  sezawall,  are  such,  that  a  relation  of 
them  would,  I  am  convinced,  excite  the  strongest  feelings  of 
compassion  in  jour  breast.  But  it  is  impossible  to  relate 
them ;  on  one  side,  my  country  ruined,  and  uncultivated  to  a 
degree  of  desolation,  which  exceeds  all  description ;  on  the 
other,  my  domestic  concerns  and  connexions  involved  m  tneh 
a  slate  of  distreu  and  horror,  that  even  the  relations,  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  taiveg  of  my  father,  are  starving  in  tcant  of  daily 
bread,  and  are  on  the  point  of  flying  voluntary  exiles  from 
their  country,  and  from  each  other." 

But  although  the  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  16th  of  Feb- 
ruary, receive  and  admit  the  justice  of  the  said  complaint, 
and  did  not  deny  the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said 
letter  containing  the  following  sentence,  "if  there  should  be 
any  delay  in  your  acceptance  of  this  proposal,  my  exittenne 
and  ike  existence  of  myfamilffwill  become  difficult  and  doubt- 
ful:"— and  although  he  did  admit  the  interference  to  be  the 
more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  services  of  the  English 
troops  have  been  added  to  enforce  the  authority  of  the  seza- 
wall,"  and  although  he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that 
time  similar  caiaplaints  and  applications  had  been  made,  yet 
he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  complaint,  a  minute  of 
-which  he  asserts  he  had,  at  or  about  that  time,  prepared  for 
tbe  relief  of  the  sufferer,  from  the  board  of  council,  and 
did  not  so  much  as  propose  anything  relative  to  tbe  same 
for  seven  months  after,  viz,  until  the  6th  of  October,  1783 ; 
the  said  letter  and  minute  being,  as  he  asserts,  "  withheld, 
from  causes  not  necessary  to  mention,  from  presentation," 
By  which  means  the  said  country  and  prince  did  suffer  a 
Jong  continuance  of  imneceasary  hardship,  from  which  the 


] 


860  jLrticles  of  cH4b< 

said  Hutu:^  oonftbeed  it  ^vas  hie  duty  to  relieve  them, 

that  a  Britiih  Wiidt'nt  wae  neceaBary  at  Farruckabad  "from 
asenM  of  flabmiiucin  to  the  implied  orders  of  the  enurt  d. 
directon,  in  their  letter  of  1788,  lately  received,  added  te 
tbe  ammcStm  I  have  LONG  SINCE  entertained  of  tlum- 
eeuiltf  of  nieA  an  appointment  for  the  preservation  cf  om 
natimiM  ondit,  and  the  nieaua  of  resmiing  an  ancient  ud 
lespectable  fiuml7froin  ruin." 

And  the  aud  Wurrca  Hastings  did  at  length  perforai 
vhat  he  thoo^tt  had  lortg  since  been  necesaory,  and  in  eOD'- 
tradiction  to  hu  engagements  with  the  Nuboh  in  tbe  treflty 
of  Cbunar ;  and  agumst  his  strong  remoDatraiices,  urging 
his  hnmiliatinn  from  this  nieneure,  and  the  faith  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  against  liia  own  former  declaration,  that  it  con- 
cerned the  raputatioa  of  our  govemmetit  to  remove  our 
participation  in  the  opiiresiiionB,  n-hieh  he,  the  said  Hastings 
BUpposed  the  prince  ot  Furruukiibad  must  undergo,  did  once 
more  recommend  to  the  council  a  British  reeident  at  Farruekl^ 
bad,  and  the  withdmwing  the  native  sezawall  \  no  course  be- 
ing left  to  the  taid  Unatiiigs  to  take,  which  was  not  a  Tiola- 
tion  of  some  engagement,  and  a  contradiction  to  aome 
principle  of  justice  and  policy  by  him  deliberately  advanced, 
and  entered  on  record. 

That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  resident,  and  having  ar- 
rived at  Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  Fcbmury,  1784,  with 
infltructiona  to  inquire  minutely  into  the  state  of  tbe  coua- 
try  and  the  ruling  nniily, he,  the  said  resident  Willee,  ill  obedi- 
ence thereto,  did  fidly  explain  to  him,  the  govemor-geoeral, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  (he  being  then  out  of  the  Com- 
pany's provinces,  at  Luclcnow,  on  a  delegation,  which  re- 
Sected  thia  very  country  as  part  of  the  dependencieB  of 
ude,)  the  situation  of  the  province  of  Farruckabad ;  but  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  anvmeasure 
■whatsoever  for  the  relief  thereof  in  consequouce  of  the  eaid 
representation :  nor  even  communicate  to  the  council -general 
the  said  repreeentation ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of 
June,  1788,  that  is,  siiteeu  months  from  the  arrival  of  the 
resident  at  his  station,  tlint  anything  was  laid  before  the  board 
relative  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  the  JistiuiMl  imatft 
aforesaid,  and  that,  not  &om  the  said  Waned  'W— *™gp^  M 
from  other  members  of  the  council ;  whiflh 
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of  duty,  joined  to  the  preceding  wilful  delay  of  seven  months 
in  proposing  the  said  relief  originally,  caused  near  two  years' 
delay.     And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  is  further  culpable 
in  not  communicating  to  the  council-board  the  order,  which 
he  had  of  his  own  authority,  and  without  any  powers  froni 
them,  given  to  the  said  resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  pre- 
vent them  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  coimteract  the 
ill  effects  of  the  said  order  ;  which  order  purported,  that  the 
said  Willes  was  not  to  interfere  with  the  Nabob  of  Farrucka- 
bad's  government,  for  the  regulation  of  which  he  was  in 
effect  appointed  to  the  residency ;  declaring  as  follows  :  "  I 
rely  much  on  your  moderation  and  good  judgment,  which  I 
hope  wiU  enable  you  to  regulate  your  conduct  towards  the 
Nabob  and  his  servants  in  such  a  manner,  that  without  ifiter- 
fering  in  the  executive  part  of  his  government  you  may  render 
him  essential  service  by  your  council  andadvice^    And  this 
restriction  the  said  Hastings  did  impose,  which  totally  frus- 
trated the  purpose  of  the  resident's  mission,  though  he  well 
knew,  and  had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  and 
weakness  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Earruckabad,  and  his  subjec- 
tion to  unworthy  servants.     And  in  the  minute  of  consulta- 
tion, upon  which  he  founded  the  appointment,  he  did  state 
the  JNabob  of  Farruckabad  "as  a  weak  and  unexperienced 
young  man,  who  had  abandoned  himself  entirely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  his  servants  ;  and  the  restoration  of  his  independ- 
ence was  followed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  he 
had  promised  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointed  instances  of  con- 
tumacy and  disrespect.**     And  in  the  said  minute  the  said 
Hastings  adds,  (as  before  mentioned,)  his  principal  servant 
and  manager  had  propagated  a  report,  that  the  "  interference, 
(namely,  his  the  said  Hastings's  mterference,)  to  which  his 
master  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by 
him,*'  the  principal  servant  aforesaid ;  yet  he,  the  said  Hast- 
ings, who  had  assigned  on  record  the  character  of  the  said 
Nabob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid 
report  of  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  dishonourable  to 
him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  taking  away  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting 
him  to  the  oppression  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude's  officer,  Almar 
Ali,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  independence  of  the 
said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  real  independence  of  his 
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corrupt  «nd  pflrfldioiis  eervanta,  nttt  xgaiurt  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  but  againit  a  British  resident  appointed  by  Iiimgelf, 
("  M  a  chuioter  eminently  quolilieil  for  such  h  eharge,")  for 
the  COneoboD  of  those  evik,  and  for  rendering  tlie  prince 
aforesaid  aa  wefbl  ally  to  the  Company,  and  restoring  his 
dominicnu  to  ardec  and  plenty. 

That  the  nidBaatin^  did  not  ouIt  disable  the  resident  ut 
FaiTuckabad  by  bis  said  prohibitory  letter,  but  did  render 
his  very  lenuumng  at  all  in  that  station  iierfectly  precarious 
by  a  BubMq^uflnt  letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  diatnission  by 
the  viiier— thereby  changing  the  tenure  of  the  resident's 
office,  and  changing  him  front  a  minister  of  the  Compsuy, 
dependent  on  the  governor-general  in  council,  to  a.  depend- 
ent upon  an  unremponsible  power;  in  this  also  acting  with- 
out tpe  council^  iind  by  his  own  usurped  authority ;  and 
accordingly  the  resident  di<l  declare,  in  hla  letter  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1785,  "  that  the  situation  of  the  country  was  more 
diBtressfiil  than  when  he  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  ad- 
dressed himself  for  relief  in  1783 ;  and  that  be  was  sorry  to 
,  say,  that  bis  appcintment  at  Farruckabad  was  of  no  use," 
That  though  tne  old  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to 
&mine  and  other  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new  imposi- 
tion, making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  gross  produce  ot  the 
revenue ;  that  therefore  there  will  not  be  "  anything  for  the 
tubiistence  of  the  Nabob  and  famUy."  And  the  uncles  of 
the  said  Xabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the  late 
Ahmed  KMn,  (who  had  rendered  important  servicea  to  the 
Company,)  and  their  children,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident, 
represented,  that  soen  after  the  succession  of  Mouzalfer 
Jung  "  their-misery  commenced.  The  jasrhirea,  (lands  and 
estates,)  on  whicli  they  sulx-iisted,  \n-ri!  disiilh'wpd.  Our 
distress  is  great ;  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food.  "Rao^ 
we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining  our  artnation,  jwt; 
could  we  have  found  a  mode  of  conveyance,  we  woold  bait- 
proceeded  to  Calcutta  for  redress.  The  scaroitf  of  gnmtUi 
season  is  an  additional  misfortune.  With  di££nilt;f  m  H^- 
port  life.  From  ^our  presence  without  the  provinsei  «• 
expect  relief.  It  la  not  the  custom  of  the  Oompanj'  to  d»> 
prive  the  zemindars  and  jaghiredars  of  the  meana  tf  nk 
aistence.  To  your  justice  we  look  up." 
This  being  the  situation  of  the  persoo  and  bmiiy  cf  Ika 
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Nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  bis  nearest  relations,  the  state  of 
the  country  and  its  capital,  prevented  from  all  relief  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  is  described,  in  the  following  words, 
by  the  resident  Willes  : 

"  Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of  Marara  at  a  very 
inadequate  rent,  and  his  aumils  have  seized  many  adjacent 
villages  ;  the  pergunnahs  of  Cocutmow  and  Souje  are  con- 
stantly plundered  by  his  people.  The  collection  of  the  gauts 
near  Futty  Ghur  has  been  seized  by  the  vizier's  cutwal,  and 
the  zemindars  in  four  pergunnahs  are  so  refractory  as  to  have 
fortified  themselves  in  their  gurries,  and  to  refuse  all  pay- 
ments of  revenue.  This  is  the  state  of  the  pergunnahs ; 
and  Farruckabady  which  wets  once  the  seat  of  great  opulence 
and  trade,  is  now  daily  deserted  by  its  inhabitants ;  its  walls 
mouldering  away,  without  police,  without  protection  ;  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred  rob^ 
bers,  who,  night  after  night,  enter  it  for  plunder,  murdering 
all  who  oppose  them.  The  ruin  that  has  overtaken  this  coun- 
try, is  7iot  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  considered,  that  there 
has  been  no  stable  government  for  many  years.  There  has 
been  the  Nabob  vizier's  authority,  his  ministers,  the  residents 
at  Lucknow,  the  sezawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the  Nabob 
Muzuffer  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  advisers.  No 
authority  sufficiently  predominant  to  establish  any  regula- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority 
has  been  exerted,  as  opportunity  off*ered,  for  temporary  pur- 
poses." 

"  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  Farruckabad 
and  its  districts,  in  the  ensuing  year  it  .will  be  in  vain  to 
look  for  revenue,  if  some  regulations  equal  to  the  exigency 
be  not  adopted.  The  whole  country  will  be  divided  between 
the  neighbouring  powerful  aumils,  the  refractory  zemindars, 
and  banditti  of  robbers ;  and  the  Patans,  who  might  be 
made  useful  subjects,  will  fly  from  the  scene  of  anarchy. 
The  crisis  appears  now  come,  that  either  some  plan  of  go- 
vernment should  be  resolved  on,  so  as  to  form  faithful  sub- 
jects on  the  frontier,  or  the  country  be  given  up  to  its  fate  ; 
and  if  it  be  abandoned,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that 
the  Mahrattas  will  gladly  seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to 
incursions  into  the  vizier's  dominions ;  will  attach  to  their 
interests  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  themselves  of 
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forts,  which,  with  little  expense  made  formidable^  would  give 
eni])loyment  perhaps  to  the  whole  of  our  force,  should  it  be 
ever  necessary  to  recover  them.'* 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  representation  afore* 
said  made  by  the  resident  at  Farruckabaid,  did  propose  and 
record  a  plan  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  countiy, 
but  did  aelay  the  execution  of  the  same,  until  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  said  Hastings  with  the  Nabob  viiier 
should  be  known ;  but  the  said  Hastings,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  did  entirely  set  aside  any  plan,  that  could  be  formed  for 
that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  British  resident  at  Earrock- 
abad,  by  engap^g  with  the  said  Nabob  vizier,  that  no  British 
influence  shall  be  employed  within  his  dominions,  and  he 
has  engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  him  to  any  other 
mode  of  relation ;  and  he  has  informed  the  court  of  directors, 
that  the  territories  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined,  if 
residents  are  sent  into  them,  observing,  that  '*  residents 
never  will  be  sent  for  any  other  purposes  than  those  of 
vengeance  and  corruption.'* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare  to  the  court 
of  directors,  that  in  his  opinion  the  mode  of  relief  most  ef- 
fectual, and  most  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckabad,  would 
be  to  nominate  one  of  the  family  of  the  prince  to  superintend 
his  affairs,  and  to  secure  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which 
app(\ars  to  be  most  connected  with  the  rights  of  the  ruling 
family,  whilst  it  provides  against  the  imbecility  of  the  natural 
lord,  and  is  free  from  his  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only 
one,  which  the  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  even 
proposed  to  execute. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreements  aforesaid,  has 
left  the  Company  in  such  an  alternative,  that  they  can  nei- 
ther relieves  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad  from  oppression 
wi  til  out  a  breach  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  him, 
the  said  Hastings,  with  the  Nabob  vizier  in  the  name  of 
the  Company,  nor  suffer  him  to  remain  under  the  said  op- 
])ression  without  violating  all  faith,  and  all  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice with  regard  to  him.  And  the  said  Hastings  hath  directly 
miuh  or  authorized  no  less  than  six  revolutions  in  less  than 
live  years  iu  the  aforesaid  harassed  province;  by  w^hich  fre- 
(juent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all  of  them  made  in 
contradiction  to  all  his  own  declared  motives  and  reasons  for 
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the  several  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  this  trans- 
action, the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  the  disorders  in  its 
administration,  have  been  highly  aggravated;  and  in  the 
said  irregular  proceedings,  and  in  the  gross  tod  complicated 
violations  of  faith  with  aU  parties,  the  said  Hastings  is  guilty 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 


VI.   DESTEUCTION  OF  THE  EAJAH  OF 

SAHLONE. 

I. 

That  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude,  Suja  ul  Dowla,  did  (on 
what  reasons  of  policy,  or  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown) 
dispossess  a  certain  native  person  of  distinction,  or  eminent 
Rajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  Sahlone, "  the  lineal  descend- 
ant of  the  most  powerful  Hindoo  fEimily  in  that  part  of 
Hindostan,''  of  his  patrimonial  estate;  and  conferred  the 
same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his  (the  Nabob's)  mother,  as  a 
jaghire  [or  estate]  for  the  term  of  her  life :  and  the  mother 
of  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  quiet  the  country,  and  to  satisfy, 
in  some  measure,  the  principal  and  other  inhabitants,  did 
allow  and  pay  a  certain  pension  to  the  said  Eajah;  which 
pension,  on  the  general  confiscation  of  jaghires,  (made  at  the 
instigation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  and  by  the  letting 
the  lands  so  confiscated  to  farmers  at  rack-rents,  was  dis- 
continued, and  refused  to  be  paid ;  and  the  discontinuance  of 
the  said  pension  "  on  account  of  the  personal  respect  borne 
to  the  Eajah,  (as  connexions  with  him  are  sought  for,  and 
thought  to  confer  honour,)  '*  did  cause  an  universal  discontent, 
and  violent  commotions,  in  the  district  of  Sahlone,  and  other 
parts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with  great  consequent  effusion 
of  blood,  and  interruption,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenues  in  those  parts,  other  than  as  the 
same  was  irregularly,  and  vrith  great  damage  to  the  country, 
enforced  by  British  troops. 

II. 

That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  officer  employed  to  reduce  those 
disordered  parts  of  the  province  to  submission,  after  several 
advantages  gained  over  the  Eajah  and  his  adherents,  and 
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expelling  Um  frun  tlie  country,  did  repreaeot  the  utter  im- 
pouibiUn'  of  brinsiog  it  to  a  pGrmanitnt  settlement  taerel;^ 
by  foMnbu  msthodi ;  as  iu  any  of  his  (the  Bnjah's)  iacuraioni 
it  would  not  be  necesBary  to  bring  even  a  force  with  him,  U 
the  zemindan  nuded  proprietoTH  and  freeholder]  are  miidl 
attached  to  theTBAJab,  whom  tliey  consider  ae  their  hereditaiy 
prince,  md  nsrer  tail  to  assist  liim  ;  and  that  bis  rebellion 
against  ^OTemmeDt  in  not  looked  on  as  a,  crime  :  "  and  Sir. 
Irtinndamg  dedared  it "  as  his  clear  opinion,  that  the  allowing 
the  said  B^ali «  pension,  euitable  to  his  rank  and  influence 
in  the  oonntry,  VOlild  he  the  most  certain  mode  of  obtaining 
B  permaiMmt  peMib ;  "  alleging  among  other  cogent  reasons, 
"  that  the  expeiue  of  the  force  necesaory  to  be  employed  to 
subdue  tlwoonntrT might  be  spared,  and  employed  elsewhere ; 
and  that  thepeo^  would  return  to  their  villages  with  their 
cattle  and  efieota,  bnd  of  course  government  have  some  se- 
curity for  tiie  rerenue,  whereas  at  present  they  have  none: " 
and  the  repreaeatation  containing  that  prudent  and  tem- 
perate ftounael,  given  by  a  military  man  of  undoubted  in- 
formstion,  and  pmcct  experience  in  the  local  circumBtaneee 
of  the  conntiy,  was  transmitted  by  the  resident  Bristow  to 
the  said  "Warren  Haatings,  who  did  wilfully  and  criminally 
omit  to  order  any  relief  to  the  said  Bajah  in  conformity  to 
tlie  general  sense  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  ;  a  compliancd 
with  whose  so  reasonable  an  expectation  his  duty  in  restor- 
ing the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  in  retrieving  the 
honour  of  the  English  government,  did  absolutely  require. 
But,  instead  of  making  such  provision,  a  price  was  set  upon 
his  head;  and  several  bodies  of  British  troopa  beiag  em- 
ployed to  pUMuehim,  after  many  skirmishes  and  mucli  blood- 
shed, and  mutual  waste  of  the  country,  the  said  Eajab, 
honoured  and  respected  by  the  natives,  mas  hunted  down,  and 
at  length  killed  in  a  thicket. 


VII.  CONTEAOTS. 

That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  bsb-IndU  OanBQT 
had  laid  down  the  following  fundamental  rales  tot  itm  eofr 
duct  of  such  of  the  GompanT'B  bnaineas  ia  TUfyj^  j^  msU 
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be  performed  by  contract ;  and  had  repeatedly  and  strictly 
ordered  the  governor  and  council  of  iFort  "William  to  ob- 
serve those  rules ;  viz.  that  all  contracts  should  be  publicly 
advertised,  and  the  most  reasonable  proposals  accepted  ;  that 
the  contracts  of  provisions,  and  for  furnishing  draught  and 
carriage  bullocks  for  the  army,  should  be  annual;  and  that 
they  should  not  fail  to  advertise  for  and  receive  proposals  for 
those  contracts  evert/  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  disobedience  to 
the  said  positive  orders,  and,  as  theidirectors  themselves  say, 
hy  a  most  deliberate  breach  of  his  duty,  did,  in  September, 
1777,  accept  of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest  Alexander  John- 
son for  providing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks,  and  for 
victualling  the  Europeans,  vdthout  advertising  for  proposals, 
as  he  was  expressly  commanded  to  do,  and  extended  the  con- 
tract for  three  years,  which  was  positively  ordered  to  be 
annual:  and,  notwithstanding  that  extension  of  the  period, 
which  ought  at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by  some  ad- 
vantage to  the  Company  in  the  conditions,  did  conclude  the 
said  contract  upon  terms  less  advantageous  than  the  preceding 
contract,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowest  terms  procurable  ;— 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  judgment 
and  lawful  orders  of  his  superiors,  which  in  this  case  left  him 
no  option,  declared  that  he  disapproved  of  publishing  for  pro- 
posals, and  that  the  contract  was  reduced  too  low  already; 
thereby  avowing  himself  the  advocate  of  the  contractor, 
against  whom,  as  representative  of  the  Company,  and  guard- 
ian of  their  interests,  he  properly  was  party,  and  preferring 
the  advantage  of  the  contractor  to  those  of  his  own  con- 
stituents and  employers : — that  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
East-India  Company,  having  carefully  considered  the  circum- 
stances and  tendency  of  this  transaction,  condemned  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  declaring,  that  they  wovld.  not  permit  the 
contract  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  the  contractor  should 
think  himself  aggrieved,  and  take  measures  in  consequence, 
by  which  the  Company  became  involved  in  loss  or  damage, 
they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of  the  council  re- 
sponsible for  such  loss  or  damage,  and  proceed  against  them 
accordingly." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance 
of  orders,  which,  the  directors  say,  were  plain  and  unequi- 
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voetd,  did,  in  January,  1777,  reteive  from  Greorge  Temfl 
propoul,  MHbtially  dilferE'.ut  from  the  advortiaeiDeatj 
liahed  by  ti»  governor-general  and  council  for  reewL 
propoaall,  &r  feeding  the  Company's  clepliantB,  and  did  n 
cept  thereof  not  only  without  having  recourae  to  the  propa  I 
means  for  ■Kertaining  whether  the  eald  proposal  was  the 
lowest  that  would  be  offered,  but  with  another  actuidly  b»-  , 
fore  the  board,  nearly  30  per  cent,  lower  than  that  made  by 
the  said  Qenge  Templer,  to  whom  the  said  Warren  HaatingB 
granted  ft  eontract,  u  tbe  terms  proposed  by  the  said  Tem- 
pier,  for  tiiree  years,  and  did  afterwardi;  extend  tbe  same  to 
five  yean,  inHh  new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by  tbo 
said  Warren  Hastings,  without  advertising  for  fresh  pro- 
poBslB,  by  which  the  Company  were  very  considerable  losers : 
— on  all  which  the  court  ot  directors  declared,  "that  this 
waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitted:  that  he, 
the  said  Warren  lustings,  had  disregarded  their  authority, 
and  disob^ed  their  orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers ;" 
and  l^ey  ordered,  that  the  contract  for  elephants  should  be 
aimuUed;  and  the  said  directors  liirtber  declared,  that  "if 
the  contractor  should  recover  damages  of  the  Company  for 
breach  of  engagement,  they  were  determined,  in  such  case, 
to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  members  of  the  board, 
who  had  presumed,  in  direct  breach  of  their  orders,  to  prefer 
the  interest  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  Company." — That 
the  said  Warren  Ha.stinga  did  in  the  year  1777  conclude 

with Forde  a  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for 

the  pilotage  of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of 
the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions  of  robbers,  for  tbe 
term  of  five  years,  in  further  disobedienee  of  the  Company's 
orders  respecting  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and 
with  a  considerable  increase  of  eipenae  to  the  Company: — 
that  the  fiurming  out  the  defence  of  a  country  to  a  contractor, 
being  wholly  unprecedented,  and  evidently  absurd,  could 
have  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  contractor  at  the  Com- 
pany's expenst' ;  since  either  tbe  service  was  not  dangerous, 
and  then  the  establishment  was  totally  unnecessary,  or,  if  it 
waa  a  dangercais  service,  it  was  evidently  the  interest  of  the 
contractor  to  avoid  such  dnnger,  and  not  to  hazard  tbe  loss 
of  bis  ship  or  men,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  ci- 
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pense;  and  therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  contractor's  duty  was  incompatible  with  his  interest. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further  defiance  of  the 
Company's  orders,  and  in  breach  of-  the  established  rule  of 
their  service,  did,  in  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  contract  with 
the  master  and  deputy  master-attendant  of  the  Company's 
marine,  or  pilot-service,  for  supplying  the  said  marine  with 
naval  stores,  and  executing  the  said  service  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals ;  that  the 
use  and  expenditure  of  such  stores,  and  the  direction  of  the 
pilot  vessels,  are  under  the  management,  and  at  the  disposi- 
tion, of  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office ;  that  he 
is  officially  the  proper  and  regular  check  upon  the  person 
who  furnishes  the  stores,  and  bound  by  his  duty  to  take  care, 
that  all  contracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly  and 
faithfully  executed: — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by 
uniting  the  supply  and  the  check  in  the  same  hands,  did  not 
only  disobey  the  Company's  specific  orders,  and  violate  th6 
fundamental  rules  and  practice  of  the  service,  but  did  overset 
the  only  just  and  rational  principle,  on  which  this,  and  every 
other  service  of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted; 
and  did  not  only  subject  the  Company's  interest,  in  point  of 
expense,  to  fraud  and  collusion,  but  did  thereby  expose  the 
navigation  of  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  hazard  and  dis- 
tress ;  considering,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master-attend- 
ant to  take  care,  that  the  pilot-vessels  are  constantly  sta- 
tioned in  the  roads  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Company's 
ships,  especially  in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  they 
should  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  the  sea ;  whereas 
it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  contractor,  in  the  first 
instance  to  equip  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  as  possible,  and 
afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  possible  to  any  service, 
in  which  the  stores  to  be  replaced  by  him  might  be  lost  or 
consumed ;  and  finally,  that  in  June,  1779,  the  said  contract 
was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendant  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  the  further  space  of  two  years  from  the 
expiration  of  the  first,  without  advertising  for  proposals. — 
That  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  the  preceding  contracts 
have  been  annulled,  or  the  charges  attending  any  of  them 
abated,  or  that  the  court  of  directors  have  ever  taken  any 
measures  to  compel  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  indemnify 
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the  Company,  or  to  make  p;ood  any  part  of  the  preceding 
loss  incurred  by  the  contracts. 

That  in  the  year  1777  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  re- 
commend and  appoint  John  Belli,  at  that  time  his  private 
secretary,  to  be  agent  for  supplying  the  garrison  of  Fort 
"William  with  victualling  stores ;  that  the  stores  were  to  be 
purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  Company ;  and  that 
the  said  agent  was  to  be  allowed  a  commission  or  per-cent- 
agc  for  his  risk  and  trouble:   that,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  agent, 
the  governor-general  and  council  agreed  to  consult  some 
of  the  principal  mercliants  of  Calcutta :  that  the  merchants, 
so  consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  that  20  per  cent,  on 
the  prime  cost  of  the  stores  would  be  a  reasonable  com- 
])ensation  to  the  agent :  that  nevertheless  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  supported  by  the  vote  and  concurrence  of  Bichard 
Barwell,  then  a  member  of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose 
and  carry  it,  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum  should  be  allowed 
upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the  agent :  that  the  said 
AVarren  Hastings  professed,  that  "  he  preferred  an  agency 
to  a  contract  for  this  service,  because  if  it  were  performed  by 
contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  and  the  world  would 
know  what  provision  was  made  for  the  defence  of  the  fort;" 
as  if  its  being  publicly  known,  that  the  fort  was  well  pro- 
vided for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  enemy  to  at- 
tack it. — That  in  August,  1779,  in  defiance  of  the  principle 
laid  down  by  himself  for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  it,  that  the 
agency  should  be  converted  into  a  contract,  to  be  granted  to 
the  said  John  Eelli,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  and 
fixed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  "  pretending,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived frequent  remonstrances  from  the  said  agent  concern- 
ing the  heavy  losses  and  inconveniences,  to  which  he  was 
subjected  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency;"  not\\ith- 
staiuling  it  appeared  by  evidence  produced  at  the  board,  that, 
on  a  sup])ly  of  about  £37,000,  he  had  already  drawn  a  com- 
mission of  £22,000  and  upwards. — That  the  said  Warren 
Jlastings  pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  hy  the  court  of 
directors,  the  prof  its  arising  from  the  agency  should  be  paid  into 
the  Company's  treasury,  and  appropriated  as  the  court  should 
direct. — That  the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  were  ad- 
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vised  of  the  first  appointment  of  the  said  agency,  declared, 
that  they  considered  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  as  an 
ample  compensation  to  the  agent ;  and  did  positively  order, 
that,  according  to  the  engagement  of  the  said  Warren  list- 
ings, "  the  commission,  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent, 
should  be  reduced  to  £20  per  cent.'' — That  the  said  John 
Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund  any  part  of  the  profits 
he  had  received,  or  to  submit  to  a  diminution  of  those  which 
he  was  still  to  receive ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
has  never  made  good  his  own  voluntary  and  solemn  engage- 
ment to  the  court  of  directors  hereinabove  mentioned :  and 
as  his  failure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a  breach  of 
faith  to  the  Company,  so  his  performance  of  such  engage- 
ment, if  he  had  performed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge 
himself  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought  to  be  taken 
as  presumptive  evidence  of  a  connexion  between  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  and  the  said  agent,  his  private  secretary ; 
which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  governor  acting  in  behalf 
of  the  Company,  and  a  contractor  making  terms  with  such 
governor  for  the  execution  of  a  public  service. 

That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract  hereinbefore 
mentioned  for  supplying  the  army  with  draught  and  carriage 
bullocks,  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Ernest 
Alexander  Johnson  for  three  years,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  a  new  contract 
should  be  made  on  a  new  plan,  and  that  an  offer  thereof 
should  be  made  to  Richard  Johnson,  brother  and  executor 
of  the  said  contractor,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  for 
the  term  of  five  years : — that  this  offer  was  voluntarily  ac- 
cepted by  the  said  Bichard  Johnson,  who  at  the  same  time 
desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  contracts  should  be  made 
out  in  the  name  of  Charles  Croftes,  the  Company's  account- 
ant and  sub-treasurer  at  Fort  William: — that  the  said 
Charles  Croftes  offered  the  said  Eichard  Johnson  as  one  of 
his  securities  for  the  performance  of  the  said  contract,  who 
was  accepted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings;  and 
that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor,  the  contract  for 
victualling  the  Europeans  serving  at  the  presidency  was 
added  to  and  united  with  that  for  furnishing  bullocks,  and 
fixed  for  the  same  period ;  that  this  extension  of  the  periods 
of  the  said  contracts  was  not  compensated  by  a  diminution 
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ill  llio  cliarge  to  bo  incurred  by  tho  Company  on  that  ac- 
count, as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
(*liiir«;(»  was  iminodorately  increased  by  the  new  contracts; 
inHunuich,  that  it  was  proved  by  statements  and  computa- 
tions produced  at  the  board,  that  the  increase  on  the  vic- 
tualling contract  would,  in  live  years,  amount  to  £40,000; 
and  that  the  increase  on  the  bullock  contract,  in  the  same 
period,  w^ould  amount  to  above  four  hundred  thousand 
j)oun(l8 :  that  when  this  and  many  other  weighty  objections 
against  the  terms  of  the  said  contracts,  were  urged  in  coun- 
cil to  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  he  declared,  that  he  should 
deliver  a  reply  thereto ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  did 
ever  deliver  such  reply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of 
any  part  of  liis  conduct  in  this  transaction.  That  the  act  of 
parliiunent  of  1778,  by  which  the  first  governor-general  and 
(M)uncil  were  ap])ointed,  did  expressly  limit  the  duration  of 
their  oifice  to  the  term  of  five  years,  which  expired  in  Octo- 
ber, 1770,  and  lliat  the  several  contracts,  herembefore  men- 
tioned, wore  granted  in  September,  1779,  and  were  made  to 
continue  five  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  government, 
by  which  they  were  granted;  that  by  this  anticipation  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  the  succeeding  government,  re- 
specting the  subject-matter  of  such  contracts,  was  taken 
away,  and  any  correction  or  improvement  therein  rendered 
ini])racticabl(?.  — That  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  might  have 
becMi  justified  by  the  rules  and  practice,  or  by  the  necessity, 
of  th(^  public  s(Tvice  in  binding  the  government  by  engage- 
ments to  endure  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  his  o^ti 
oflice ;  but  on  no  principles  could  he  be  justified  in  extend- 
ing such  engagements  beyond  the  term  of  one  year,  much 
less  on  th(>  principles  he  has  avowed,  njunely,  "that  it  was 
only  an  act  of  connnon  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man 
connected  with  him,  as  far  as  he  legally  coidd,  from  the  ap- 
pn^liension  of  futun^  oppression."  That  the  oppression,  to 
which  such  aj)prehensi()n,  if  real,  must  allude,  could  only 
consist  in,  and  arise  out  of,  the  obedience,  which  he  feared  a 
future  government  might  ])ay  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  by  making  all  contracts  annual,  and  advertising 
for  ])roj)osals  publicly  and  indillerently  from  all  persona 
whati'ver,  by  which  it  might  happen,  that  such  beneficial 
conti*a(!ts  would  not  be  constantly  held  by  men  connected 


AGAINST  WABEEN   HASTIKGS.  363 

with  him,  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings : — that  this  declaration, 
made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  combined  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  these  transactions,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt, 
that  in  disobeying  the  Company's  orders,  and  betraying  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  as  guardian  of  the  Company's  property, 
his  object  was  to  purchase  the  attachment  of  a  number  of 
individuals,  and  to  form  a  party  capable  of  supporting  and 
protecting  him  in  return. 

That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same  principles,  it 
appears,  that  excessive  salaries  and  emoluments,  at  the  East- 
India  Company's  charge  and  expense,  have  been  lavished  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  sundry  individuals,  contrary 
to  the  general  principles  of  his  duty,  and  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  par- 
ticularly, that  whereas  by  a  reSblution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors of  the  East-India  Company,  and  by  an  instruction 
of  the  court  of  directors,  it  was  provided,  and  expressly 
ordered,  that  there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John 
Clavering  "the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  sterling  pejr 
annum  in  fidl  for  his  services  as  commander-in-chief,  in  lieu 
of  travelling  charges,  and  of  all  other  advantages  and  emolu- 
ments whatever:"  and  whereas  the  court  of  directors  posi- 
tively ordered,  that  the  late  "  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  receive 
the  same  pay  as  commander-in-chief  of  their  forces  in  India, 
as  was  received  by  Lieut enant-G-eneral  Sir  John  Clavering ;" 
— the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  very 
short  time  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote' s  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  pro- 
pose and  carry  it  in  council,  that  a  new  establishment  should 
be  created  for  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of 
expense  would  be  incurred  by  the  India  Company  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  and  upwards, 
exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  provided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a 
member  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of  and  in 
addition  to  his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, appointed  for  him  by  the  Company,  and 
expressly  fixed  to  that  amount. 

That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust,  of  which  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  in  this  transaction,  is  highly 
aggravated  by  the  following  circumstances  connected  with  it: 
that  from  the  death  of  Sir  John  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of 
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Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  Bengal  the  provisional  command  of  the 
ftrniy  had  devolved  to,  and  been  vested  in,  Brigadier- General 
Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  oiBcer  on  that  establishment:  that 
in  this  capacity,  and,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  de- 
clared, "  standing  no  way  distinguished  from  the  other  officers 
in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  succession  to  the  first 
place  on  the  list,"  he,  the  said  G-iles  Stibbert,  had,  by  the 
recommendation  and  procurement  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, received  and  enjoyed  a  salary,  and  other  allowances,  to 
the  amount  of  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds  twelve  shillings  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
soon  after  his  arrival,  re])resented  to  the  board,  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  those  allowances,  amounting  to  £8220  lOf. 
per  annum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India ;  and  stating,  that  the 
said  Giles  Stibbert  could  no  longer  be  considered  as  com- 
mander-in-cliief  under  the  presidency  of  Fort  William,  made 
a  formal  demand  of  the  same. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, instead  of  reducing  the  allowances  of  the  said  Giles 
Stibbert  to  the  establishment,  at  which  they  stood  during 
General  Clavering's  command,  and  for  the  continuance  of 
which,  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pre- 
tence, continued  the  allowances  of  thirteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  annum  to 
the  said  Giles  Stibbert ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to 
ap])ease  and  satisfy  the  demand  of  the  said  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
did  create  for  him  that  new  establishment,  hereinbefore 
specified,  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum;  inso- 
much, that  instead  of  the  allowance  of  six  thousand  pounds 
a  year^  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges,  and  of  all  emoluments 
and  allowances  whatsoever,  to  which  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  commander-in-chief  were  expressly  limited  by  the  united 
act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  Company, 
the  animal  charge  to  be  borne  by  the  Company  on  that  ac- 
count was  increased  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  pounds  ten  shillings  sterling. 

"  That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  move,  and  carr}^  it  in  council,  that  the  resident 
at  the  vizier's  court  should  be  furnished  with  an  account  of 
all  the  extra  allowances  and  charges  of  the  commander-in- 
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chief  when  in  the  field,  with  orders  to  add  the  same  to  the 
debit  of  the  vizier's  account,  as  a  part  of  his  general  subsidy ; 
the  charge  to  commence  from  the  day  on  which  the  general 
shall  pass  the  Carumnassa,  and  to  continue  tiU  his  return  to 
the  same  line." — That  this  additional  expense,  imposed  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  vizier,  was  unjust  in  itself, 
and  a  breach  of  treaty  with  that  prince,  the  specific  amount 
of  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a 
treaty,  to  which  no  addition  coidd  justly  be  made,  but  at  the 
previous  requisition  of  the  vizier. — That  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, in  their  letter  of  the  18th  of  October,  1780,  did  con- 
demn and  prohibit  the  continuation  of  the  allowances  above 
mentioned  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  following  words :  "  these 
allowances  appear  to  us  in  a  light  so  very  extraordinary, 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the  general 
court  of  proprietors  respecting  the  allowance  made  to  G-ene- 
ral  Clavering,  that  we  positively  direct,  that  they  be  dis- 
continued immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  the 
receipt  of  this  letter."— That  on  the  27th  of  April,  1781, 
the  governor-general  and  council,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  directprs,  did  signify  the  same  to  the  commissary- 
general,  as  an  instruction  to  him,  that  the  extraordinary 
allowances  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  be  discontintted,  and  no 
part  thereof  paid  after  that  day ;  that  it  appears,  nevertheless, 
that  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to  above  twenty 
thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were  continued  to  be 
charged  to  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance 
of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  in  defiance  of  the 
consequent  resolution  of  the  governor-general  and  council ; 
and  in  contradiction  to  the  terms  of  the  original  motion, 
made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  adding  those  allow- 
ances to  the  debit  of  the  vizier,  viz.  "  that  they  should  con- 
tinue till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  return  to  the  Carumnassa." — 
That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 
August,  1780,  and  must  have  crossed  the  Carumnassa,  in  his 
return  from  Oude,  some  weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on 
the  vizier,  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased. — 
That  it  appears,  that  the  said  allowances  were  continued  to 
be  charged  against  the  vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
for  tliree  years  after,  even  while  he  was  serving  in  the  Car- 
natic,  and  that  this  was  done  by  the  sole  authority  and 
private  command  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 


OP   CHABSI 

Th»t  the  BHt-lndia  Compauy  having  thought  proper  to 
create  the  offlee  of  Advocate- Guaeral  in  Bengal,  and  to  ap- 
point Sir  John  Day  to  that  ofGce,  it  wna  reaolved  by  a  gt'ue- 
ral  couit  of  proprietorH,  that  a  salary  of  £3000  a  year  should 
be  allowed  to  t£e  said  Sir  John  Bay  in  full  coTuidemtwa  of 
all  d*mmuU  and  allowances  whatsoever  for  hu  »ereices  to  dt 
Company  at  tka  presidency  of  Fort  William : — that  the  said 
Warren  Haitiiwa,  nt-vertheless,  shortly  after  Sir  John  Day's 
arrival  in  Bengu,  did  incn-nae  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  eaUiy 
and  allowanoea  to  sis  thousand  pounds  a  year,  in  direct  dis- 
obedience to  the  resolution  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  and  of 
the  order  of  the  Court  of  directors : — that  the  directors,  as  soon 
as  they  wen  informed  of  this  proceeding;,  declared,  "tbat 
tbey  held  tktmttlves  hound  by  the  resolution  of  the  general 
court,  and  that  they  could  not  aUow  it  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Conntony's  serTonts  in  India ;"  and  ordered,  that  the 
increased  aliowauceB  should  be  forthwith  diBcoutinued. 

That  the  laid  "Warren  Hastings,  after  having  first  thought 
it  necesBary,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directora,  to  stop  the  extraordinary  allowauc«,  which  he  had 
granted  to  Bir  John  Day,  did  afterwards  resolve,  that  the 
allowance,  which  had  been  struck  off,  should  be  repaid  to  him 
upon  his  signing  an  obligation  to  refund  the  amount,  whieli 
he  might  receive,  in  case  the  directora  ahould  confirm  their 
former  orders,  already  twice  given  ; — that  in  this  transaction 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of  the 
Company,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  directora,  and  ei- 
posed  the  Company  to  the  risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering, 
at  a  distant  period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a  sum 
of  money,  which  tliey  had  positively  ordered  him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1770,  hy  the  death  of  Colonel 
Monson,  the  whole  power  of  the  government  of  Fort  WiUiHi 
devolved  to  the  governor  and  one  member  of  the  ecmicilj 
and  that  from  that  time  the  governor-general  and  ooonflil. 
have  generally  consisted  of  an  even  numbn  of  panon^  ift 
consequence  of  which  the  casting  voice  of  the  aaid  Waam 

Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  the  decision  of  all  u 

—That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1776,  the  whole  onfl 
liahment  of  the  said  government  did  not  exceed  £tMMi 
per  annum ;  that  in  the  veer  1788,  the  said  cnit  — **^'"^ 
ment  had  been  increaaed  to  the  enormou  aimnd  nm  cl 
£927,946.— That  such  increase  in  the  txrH 
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could  not  have  taken  place,  if  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  government  with  the  power  annexed 
to  the  casting  voice,  had  not  actively  promoted  the  said  in- 
crease, which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  have  prevented : — ^that  by  such  immoderate  waste  of 
the  property  of  his  employers,  and  by  such  scandalous  breach 
of  his  fidelity  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  the  attachment  and  support 
of  a  multitude  of  individuals,  by  whose  united  interest,  in- 
fluence, and  intrigues,  he  hoped  to  be  protected  against  any 
future  inquiry  into  his  conduct : — that  it  was  of  itself  highly 
criminal  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  have  so  wasted  the 
property  of  the  East-India  Company,  and  that  the  purpose 
to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  great  aggravation  of 
that  crime. — That  among  the  various  instances  of  profusion, 
by  which  the  civil  establishment  of  Fort  William  was  in- 
creased to  the  enormous  annual  sum  hereinbefore  mention- 
ed, it  appears,  that  a  salt- office  was  created  of  six  commis- 
sioners, whose  annual  emoluments  were  as  follow :  viz. 

President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum    .         .     £18,480 

1st  member 13,100 

2nd  do 11,480 

3rd  do .         .    13,183 

4th  do 6,257 

5th  do 10,307 


£72,807 


That  a  board  of  revenue  was  created  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  consisting  of  five  commissioners,  whose  annual 
emoluments  were  as  follow :  viz. 

1st  member,  per  annum         ....    £10,950 

2nd  do 9,100 

3rd  do 9,100 

4th  do 9,100 

5th  do 9,100 

£47,350 


A-RTICLEB  OF 


That  Dftnd  Anderson,  Esq.,  iirst  member  of  the  aiiid  boanl 
did  aot  ezeento  the  duties,  though  bn  received  the  emolu- 
menti,  of  the  tiii  office ;  hacin^  acted,  for  the  greatest  put 
of  the  time,  u  utibossador  to  ISladajce  Scindia,  with  a  fu^ 
ther  ealftry  of  £4a8U  a  yew,  making  m  all  £15,230  a  rear. 

That  the  Mid  'Wnrreii  Hastings  did  creato  an  office  nf 
agent  Tictaaller  to  tlie  garrison  of  Fort  William,  whoxe  pro- 
fits,  on  an  everage  of  three  jeara,  were  £15,070  por  anuum  ; 
— that  thii  agency  waa  held  hy  the  poBtmuater-genpral,  who, 
in  that  capAOit^,  nn^fived  £2200  a  year  from  the  CompULf, 
and  who  wu  actually  no  higher  thnn  a  writer  in  the  semce: 
— that  the  penon,  who  held  theae  lucrative  offices,  via.  J^ 
Belli,  was  private  secretary  to  the  said  Warren  HaetingB. 

That  the  aaid  Warreu  Hastings  created  a,  nominal  offiw 
of  reaideat  at  Gk»,  where  the  Company  never  had  a  resident, 
nor  biuineea  of  any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  Kaid  no- 
minal offioe  to  a  perHOQ,  who  was  not  a  eovenatitfld  servant 
of  the  Gompany,  witli  an  allowance  of  £4280  a  year. 

That  theae  inatances  are  proofs  of  a  criminiil  profubtioo, 
and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  India  Company,  in  thu  aaid 
Warren  Haatingi,  under  whose  governmeot,  and  by  meant 
of  whose  special  power,  derived  from  the  eifeet  of  his  casting 
voice,  all  the  aaid  waste  and  profusion  did  take  plncc, 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  the  (wiurt  of 
directors  affirm,  the  Company  were  in  the  utmost  dittrtufor 
money,  and  almotl  every  department  in  arrear,  and  when  it 
appears,  that  there  waa  a  great  scarcity  and  urgent  want  of 
grain  at  Fort  St.  Quorge,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  ac- 
cept of  a  proposal  made  to  him  by  James  Peter  Aiiriol,  tlBQ 
secretary  to  the  council,  to  supply  the  presidency  of  Fort 
St.  George  with  rice  and  other  articles,  and  did  appoint  tbe 
said  Aunol  to  he  the  agent  for  supplying  all  the  other  pre- 
sidencies vrith  those  articles ; — that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
jnga  declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  appointment  "was 
most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it," 
and  therefore  allowed  the  said  Auriol  a.  commission  of  15 

Ser  cent,  on  the  whole  of  his  disbursements ;  thereby  ren- 
ering  it  the  direct  interest  of  the  said  Auriol  to  msKe  his 
disbursements  as  great  as  poesihle ; — that  the  chance  of  cap- 
ture by  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be  at  the 
risk  01  the  India  Company,  andnot  of  the  said  Auriol: — that 
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the  said  "Warren  Hastings  declared  personally  to  the  said 
Auriol,  "that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  his 
long  and  faithful  services." — That  the  president  and  council 
of  Bombay  did  remonstrate  against  what  they  called  the 
enormous  amount  of  the  charges  of  the  rice,  with  which  they 
were  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be  nine  rupees  a  bag  at 
Calcutta,  when  they  themselves  could  have  contracted  for 
its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and  charges,  at  five 
rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  bag;  and  that  even  at 
Madras,  where  the  distress  and  demand  was  greatest,  the 
supplies  of  grain  by  private  traders,  charged  to  the  Com- 
pany, were  nineteen  per  cent,  cheaper  than  that  supplied  by 
the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the  risk  of  the  sea,  and  of 
capture  by  the  enemy. — That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, that  the  agent's  commission  on  a  supply  of  a  single 
year  (the  said  commission  being  not  only  charged  on  the 
prime  cost  of  the  rice,  but  also  on  the  freight,  and  on  all 
other  charges)  would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  by  the  said 
Auriol  himself  is  admitted  to  amount  to  £18,292: — that 
"William  Larkins,  the  accomptant-general  at  Fort  William, 
having  been  ordered  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  said 
agent,  did  report  to  the  governor-general  and  council,  that 
he  found  them  to  be  correct  in  the  additions  and  calcula- 
tions ;  and  that  then  the  said  Larkins  adds  the  following  de- 
claration :  "  the  agent  being  upon  honour  with  respect  to  the 
sums  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  cost  of  the  articles 
supplied,  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized  to  require  any 
voucher  of  the  sums  charged  for  the  demurrage  of  sloops, 
either  as  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rate  of  the  charge, 
or  of  those  for  the  articles  lost  in  going  down  the  river; 
and  on  that  ground  I  thought  myself  equally  bound  to  ad- 
mit the  sums  acknowledged  as  received  for  the  sales  of  goods 
returned,  without  requiring  vouchers  of  the  rates  at  which 
they  were  sold." — That,  in  this  transaction,  the  said  "War- 
ren Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 
duty  in  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  Company's 
money,  and  in  subjecting  the  Company  to  a  profusion  of  ex- 
pense, at  all  times  whoDy  unjustifiable,  but  particularly  at 
the  time  when  that  expense  was  incurred. — That  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings  was  guilty  of  breach  of  orders,  as  well  as 
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breach,  of  tnut,  in  not  advertiatng  geiiorallv  for  pronowll! 
in  not  eomlraetlmg  indiileroutly  for  the  supplies  witn  bbA 
merchuitt  u  might  offi;r  to  furoiah  them  on  the  lowttt 
terms;  inprringan  enormous  commission  to  bq  agent,  and 
that  comimwioB  not  confined  to  the  prime  cost  of  the  article, 
but  to  b«  oompnted  on  the  wholu  of  hia  charges ;  iu  HL^cent- 
ing  of  the  koKOwr  «rf  the  eaid  ngent  as  a  Bulficient  voucher  lur 
the  coat  of  Ihe  wticlea  supplied,  and  for  all  cfaai^gos  what- 
ever, on  vhioh  hife  oommiBsibn  was  to  bo  coiiiputpd ;  and 
finally,  in  siTiiig  a  lucrative  agency  for  the  supply  of  a  dis- 
tressed sod  stining  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretniy  of 
state,  wfaow  labooK  in  that  capacity  ought  to  have  been  iw- 
■warded  by  sd  »T(rwed  public  salary,  and  not  othcrwiae.— 
That,  after  the  flnt  year  of  the  tiaid  agenfr  was  eipired,  the 
said  Warren  Haatibga  did  agree,  that  for  the  future  tho  com- 
mission to  be  draim  by  the  said  agent  should  be  reduced  to 
6  per  cent.,  which  the  governor-general  and  council  then  de- 
clared to  be  rt<  automary  amount  drawn  bff  merchanU  i  bnt 
that,  even  in  this  reduction  of  the  commission,  the  Mid 
Warren  Hastings  ■was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  b 
fact  reduce  the  commiaaion  &om  19  to  5  per  oent.,  baring 
immediately  after  resolved,  that  he,  the  agenj,  s)u>uld  be 
allowed  the  current  interest  of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draugbts 
on  the  treasury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until  th^y  ahould 
be  completely  liquidated :  that  the  legal  interest  of  mowy 
in  Ben^  is  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  aurrcot  iate^ 
est  from  S  to  10  per  cent. 


VIIT.     PRESENTS. 


That,  before  the  appointraent  of  the  govern or-genersl  and 
council  of  Fort  William  by  act  of  parliament,  the  allowance* 
made  by  the  East-India  Company  to  the  presidents  of  that 
government  were  abundantly  stifGcient ;  and  that  the  said 

E residents  in  general,  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  particu- 
irly,  was  restrained  by  a  specific  covenant  and  inoenture, 
which  he  entered  into  with  the  Company,  from  accepting 
any  gifts,  rewards,  or  gratuities  whatsoever,  on  any  aocouot 
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or  pretence  whatsoever. — That,  in  the  regulating  act  passed 
in  the  year  1773,  which  appointed  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  governor-general  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  a 
salary  of  £25,000  a  year  was  established  for  him,  to  which 
the  court  of  directors  added,  "  that  he  should  enjoy  their 
principal  houses,  with  the  plate  and  furniture,  both  in  town 
and  country,  rentfreeP  That  the  same  law,  which  created 
the  office,  and  provided  the  salary,  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, did  expressly,  and  in  the  clearest  and  most  comprehen- 
sive terms  that  could  be  devised,  prohibit  him  from  receiving 
any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any.  ac- 
count whatsoever ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  per- 
fectly understood  the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding 
force,  of  this  prohibition,  before  he  accepted  of  the  office,  to 
which  it  was  annexed.  He  knew,  and  had  declared,  that  the 
'prohibition  was  positive  and  decisive ;  that  it  admitted  neither 
of  refinement  or  misconstruction ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  an 
opposition  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  engagements 
above  mentioned,  it  appears  in  the  recorded  proceedings  of 
the  governor-general  and  council  of  Fort  William,  that  sun- 
dry charges  have  been  brought  against  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  for  gifts  or  presents  corruptly  taken  by  him  before 
the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773  in  India,  and  that  these 
charges  were  produced  at  the  council-board  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  that,  in  March,  1775,  the  late 
Kajah  Nundcomar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highest  cast  in 
his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society  by  the  offices 
which  he  had  held  under  the  country  government,  did  lay 
before  the  council  an  account  of  various  sums  of  money  paid 
by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  amounting  to  £40,000 
and  upwards,  for  offices  and  employments  corruptly  disposed 
of  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  did  offer  and  engage  to 
prove  and  establish  the  same  by  sufficient  evidence. — That 
this  account  is  stated  with  a  minute  particularity  and  pre- 
cision ;  the  date  of  each  payment  down  to  that  of  small  sums 
is  specified ;  the  various  coins,  in  which  such  payments  were 
severally  made,  are  distinguished ;  and  the  different  persons, 
through  whose  hands  the  money  passed  into  those  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  are  named ; — ^that  such  particularity  on 

the  face  of  such  a  charge,  supposing  it  false,  is  favourable  to 
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the  part^  wrongfully  accused,  and  exposes  the  Eicciiser  to  __ 
uutant  Hid  eaav  detection  ;  for  though,  as4he  said  Wuno 
Hasting!  liimBelf  haa  obBerved  on  (mother  occasion,  "papan 
may  be  fiwged,  and  evidences  may  appear  in  numbeps  to  nt- 
test  thrai,  yet  it  must  always  be  an  «a«y  matter  to  detect  tho 
falsity  of  any  forged  paper  produced  by  esamiuing  the  wit- 
iieaeeB  separately,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  subseqiieiit  oro» 
examinatioii,  in  which  case,  if  false,  they  will  not  be  able  to 
persevere  in  one  regular  consistent  story." 

Wbereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such  particularity 
in  the  ch&rge  to  detect  the  falsehood  thereof,  and  if  an  a^ 
tempt  to  disprove  it,  and  no  defence  whatever  be  made,  ft 
presumption  justly  and  reasonably  arises  in  favoup  of  tno 
truth  of  Buiih  charge. — That  the  said  "Warren  Haatings,  in- 
stead of  ofl'oring  anything  in  his  defence,  declared,  that  he 
would  not-suffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  before  fke  hoard  at 
his  aeeuier. — That  he  attempted  to  indict  hia  said  accuser  for 
a  conspiracy,  in  which  he  tailed ;  and  that  the  said  Bojsh 
Ifundcomar  waa  soon  after,  and  while  his  charge  against  the 
said  "Warren  Hastings  was  depending  before  the  coumiil,  in- 
dicted upon  an  Engliah  penal  statute,  which  does  not  extend 
even  to  Scotland,  before  the  supreme  eoiu-t  of  judicature,  far 
an  offence  said  to  have  been  committed  several  years  befim*, 
and  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was  condemned  and 
executed. — That  the  evidence  of  this  man,  not  having  bMD 
encountered  at  the  time,  when  it  might  and  ought  to  have 
been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  remains  justly  in  fomo 
against  him,  and  is  not  abated  by  tho  cajjital  punishinent  of 
the  said  Kundcomar,  but  rather  confirmed  by  the  Jinie  and 
circumstuices,  in  which  the  accuser  of  the  said  "Warren 
Hastings  suffbrod  death. — That  one  of  the  offices,  for  wLich  a 
part  of  the  money  above  mentioned  is  stated  to  have  hecu 
paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  given  by  him  to 
Munny  Begum,  the  widow  of  the  late  Myr  JafBer,  Kabob  of 
Bengai,  whose  son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at 

f  resent. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  inatructod 
y  the  court  of  directors  of  the  Eaat-India  Company  to  ap- 
point "a  fninister  to  transact  the  political  affairs  of  the  fio- 
vemment,  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some  person  well 
quahfied  for  the  affairs  of  government,  lo  be  the  minister  and 
guardian  of  the  Nabob's  minority."— That,  for  these  offices, 
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and  for  the  execution  of  the  several  duties  belonging  to  them, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  selected  and  appointed  the  said 
Munny  Begum,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  in- 
capable of,  such  offices,  and  restrained  from  acting  in  such 
capacities  by  her  necessary  seclusion  from  the  world,  and  re- 
tirement in  a  seraglio. — That  a  considerable  deficiency  or 
embezzlement  appearing  in  this  woman's  account  of  the 
young  Nabob's  stipend,  she  voluntarily  declared,  by  a  writing 
under  her  seal,  that  she  had  given  £16,000  to  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  declaration  cor- 
responds with  and  confirms  that  part  of  the  charge  produced 
by  Eajah  Nundcojnar,  to  which  it  relates. — That  neither 
this,  nor  any  other  part  of  the  said  charge,  has  been  at  any 
time  directly  denied  or  disputed  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, though  made  to  his  face,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly 
accused  by  his  colleagues,  who  were  appointed  by  parliament 
at  the  same  time  with  himself*,  of  peculation  of  every  sort. — 
That  instead  of  promoting  a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct 
for  the  clearance  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  did  re- 
peatedly endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  all  inquiry  by  attempt- 
ing to  dissolve  the  meetings  of  the  council,  at  which  such 
charges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means ;  and  has  not 
since  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  refute  the  same. — That 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1776, 
assured  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  it  was  his  fixed  deter- 
mination most  fully  and  liberally  to  explain  every  circum- 
stance of  his  conduct  on  the  points,  on  which  he  had  been 
injuriously  arraigned,  and  to  afford  them  the  clearest  con- 
viction of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  propriety  of  his 
motives  for  declining  a  present  defence  of  it ; "  ana  having 
never  since  given  to  the  court  of  directors  any  explanation 
whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal  explanation  he  had 
promised  so  repeatedly,  has  thereby  abandoned  even  that 
late  and  protracted  defence,  which  he  himself  must  have 
thought  necessary  to  be  made  at  some  time  or  other ;  and 
which  he  would  be  thought  to  have  deferred  to  a  period  more 
suitable  and  convenient  than  that,  in  which  the  facts  were 
recent,  and  the  impression  of  these  and  other  charges  of  the 
same  nature  against  him  was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  the 
minds  of  men. 
That  on  the  30th  of  March,  1775,  a  member  of  the  council 
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produced  and  laid  before  tho  bonrd  a  petition  from  Mir  Zetn 
Abul  Dlieen,  (formerly  farmer  of  a  diatriet,  and  who  had 
been  in  yreditoblo  statioiia,)  setting  forth,  that  K.han  Jrinn 
Kh&n,  then  phouedar  of  Hougblj,  hod  obtained  that  offioe 
from  tlic  Bftid  Warren  Hastings,  with  u  aaJary  of  tieventy-tico 
thoueand  fiicGurupcena  yenr ;  and  that  the  Buxdphotudar  had 
OTwn  /(  receipt  of  bribe  to  the  patron  oj  the  city,  meauing 
Warren  Hastings,  to  pay  him  annually  thirty-Bix  thousand 
rupees  a  year,  and  also  to  his  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four 
thousand  rupees  a  year,  out  of  tha  ealary  above  mentioned.— 
That  by  the  35th  article  of  the  Instrtictions  gifen  to  the 
goTenaor-geaeral  and  council,  they  are  dii^cted  "  immediatdy 
to  cause  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  oppressions, 
which  might  have  been  committed  either  against  the  nstii^ 
or  Em-opeans,  and  into  all  abuses,  that  might  bare  preiailed 
ip  the  collection  of  tbe  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the  civil 
gOTemment  of  tbe  presidency,  and  to  communicate  to  tho 
directors  all  information,  which  they  might  bo  able  to  obtiifi 
relative  thereto,  ortonny  dissipation  or  embeztlement  of  the 
Company's  money." — That  the  above  petition  and  inatMiQ- 
tion  having  been  read  in  council,  it  was  moved,  that  the 
petitioner  should  be  ordered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  mak* 
good  hie  charge. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declared, 
"  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  majority 
to  make  him  the  sole  object  of  their  personal  attacks. — That 
they  had  taken  their  line,  and  might  pursueit. — Tliat  he  should 
have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this  transaction,  but  M 
they  would  be  equally  applicable  to  many  others,  which  in  tbe 
course  of  this  business  were  likely  to  he  brought  before  the 
board,  he  should  say  no  more  on  the  subject ; " — and  he 
objected  to  the  motion. — That  by  the  preceding  declaration 
the  snid  Wajren  Hastings  did  admit,  that  many  other 
charges  were  hkcly  to  be  brought  against  him,  and  that 
such  charges  woiild  be  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  first,  vis.  a 
corrupt  bargaining  for  the  disposal  of  a  great  office,  since  he 
declared,  that  his  remarks  on  that  transaction  would  be 
equally  applicable  to  the  rest ;  and  that,  by  objecting  to  the 
motion  for  the  personal  attendance  of  the  accuser,  he  re- 
sisted and  disobeved  the  Company's  instructions ;  and  did. 
as  far  as  depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obstruct 
and  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  charge.    That  in  so  doing 
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he  failed  in  his  duty  to  the  Company ;  be  disobeyed  their 
express  orderd,  and  did  leave  the  charge  against  himself  with- 
out a  reply,  and  even  without  a  d^ial ;  add  with  that  un- 
avoidable presumption  against  his  innocence  which  lies 
against  every  person  accused,  who  not  only  refuses  to  plead, 
but,  as  £Eur  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  ^x* 
amination  of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  it. — That  the  motion  having  been  nevertheless  car- 
ried, the  said  Warren  Hastings  di^  on  the  day  following, 
declare,  "  that  he  could  not  sit  to  be  confronted  with  su^ 
accusers,  nor  suffer  a  judicial  inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the 
board,  of  which  he  was  president ;  and  declared  the  meetinjg^ 
of  the  board  dissolved.  — That  the  board  continued  to  m 
and  examine  witnesses^  servants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath 
and  written  evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  the  phousdar,  all  directly  tending  to  prove  the  charge ; 
Tiz.  that  out  of  the  salary  or  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a 
year  paid  bv  the  Company,  the  saia  phousdar  received  but 
thirty-two  thousand,  and  that  the  remainder  was  received  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  banyan.— -That  the  phous- 
dar, though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend  the  board,  did, 
blinder  various  pretences,  decline  attending,  until  the  19th  of 
May,  when  the  letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  was  proposed  by  a 
member  of  the  board,  that  he  should  be  asked,  whether  he 
had  any  objection  to  swear  to  the  truth  of  such  answers  aa 
he  might  make  to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  board.-^ 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  objected  to  his  being  put  to 
his  oath. — That  the  question  was  nev^heless  put  to  him,  in 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  board. — Thiat  he  first  de- 
cliued  to  swear,  imder  pretence,  that  ii  was  a  nuUier  of  seri- 
ous  consequence  to  his  character  to  take  an  oetth  ;  and,  when 
it  was  finally  left  to  his  option,  he  declared,  "  mean  people 
might  swear,  but  that  his  character  would  not  allow  him ; 
that  he  could  not  swear,  and  had  rather  subject  himself  te  a 
loss." — That  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  oa  ^ 
oath  was  in  this  manner  left  uncontradicted ;  jbhat  it  was  adc 
mitted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  neither  Mussul- 
men  nor  Hindoos  are  fbrbidd^i  by  the  precepts  of  their  re- 
ligion te  swear.  That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  mani^ers 
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either  of  lliniloos  or  !Muasulinen;  and  that  if,  under  such 
pretences,  the  luitives  wero  to  bo  exempted  from  taking  an 
oalh,  Avlieii  examined  by  tlie  governor  and  council,  all  the 
inciuiries  pointed  out  to  tliem  by  the  Company's  instructions 
mii^ht  stop,  or  be  defeated. — That  no  valid  reason  was,  or 
eoiild  be,  assigned,  why  the  said  phousdar  should  not  be  ex- 
am inetl  on  oath ;  that  the  charge  was  not  against  himself; 
and  that,  if  any  questions  liad  been  put  to  him,  tending  to 
mak(»  liim  accuse  liimself,  he  might  have  declined  to  answer 
them. — Tliat,  if  ho  could  have  safely  sworn  to  the  innocence 
of  the  said  AVarren  Hastings,  from  whom  ho  received  his 
employment,  he  was  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well  as  justice, 
to  t\u)  said  AVarren  Hastings,  to  have  consented  to  be  ex- 
amined (m  oath. — That  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been 
supported  and  abetted  in  his  refusal  by  the  said  Warren 
1 1  ast  ings  himself,  whose  character  and  honour  were  imme- 
diat(»ly  at  stake,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of 
the  charge  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occasion  reciured  to  the 
declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  "  that 
he  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every  circumstance 
of  his  conduct,"  but  has  ne\'er  since  that  time  given  the  di- 
rectors any  explanation  whatsoever  of  his  said  conduct.— 
And  linally,  tiiat  Avhen  the  court  of  directors,  in  January, 
177(1,  referred  the  (juestion  (concerning  the  legality  of  the 
power  assuTuecl,  and  repeatedly  exercised,  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  his  pleasure)  to  the 
late  Charles  8ayer,  then  standing  counsel  of  the  East-India 
Company,  the  said  Charles  Sayer  declared  his  opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  power;  but  concerning  the  use  and  exercise  of 
it  in  the  easels  stated,  did  declare  his  opinion  in  the  follow- 
ing words :  "  I  believ(S  he,  AV^arren  Hastings,  is  the  first 
governor  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  iTiquiring  into  his  be- 
haviour, when  he  was  innocent."     Before  he  could  summon 
thr(H)  (councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  con- 
..  sider  wliat  would  be  tlie  result  of  such  coiuluct,  to  convince 
everyhoihi  hvi/ond  a  doubt  of  his  conscious  guilt. 

That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the  council,  consti- 
tuting a  lawful  act  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  the 
said  Khan  Jehan  Khan  was  dismissed  from  the  ofRce  of 
phousthir  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
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board. — That,  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  late 
Colonel  Monson,  the  numter  of  the  council  being  then  even, 
and  all  questions  being  then  determined  by  the  governor- 
general's  casting  voice,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  move, 
and  carry  it  in  council,  that  the  said  Kh^n  Jehan  KhAn 
should  be  restored  to  his  office ;  and  that  restoration,  not 
having  been  preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed,  by  any  ex- 
planation or  defence  whatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the 
specific  and  circumstantial  charge  of  collusion  with  the  said 
Khan^Jehan  Khan,  has  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  said  charge. 
That,  besides  the  sums  charged  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  Nundcomar,  and  Munny 
Begum,  and  Khan  Jehan  Kh^n,  and  besides  the  sum  of 
£110,000,  already  mentioned  to  have  been  accepted  without 
hesitation  by  him,  as  a  present  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  and  that  of  his  ministers,  the  circumstances  of  which 
have  been  particularly  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
that  he  has,  at  different  times  since  the  promulgation  of  the 
act  of  1773,  received  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press prohibition  of  the  said  act,  and  his  own  declared  sense 
of  the  evident  intent  and  obligation  thereof. — That  in  the 
month  of  June,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made  to 
the  council,  what  he  called,  "  a  very  unusual  tender,  by  offer- 
ing to  exonerate  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  a  par- 
ticular measure,  and  to  take  it  upon  himself;  declaring,  that  he 
had  already  deposited  two  lacks  of  rupees  (or  twenty-three 
thousand  pounds)  in  the  hands  of  the  Company's  sub-trea- 
surer for  that  service."  That  in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated 
the  29th  of  November,  1780,  he  informed  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, that  "  this  money,  by  whatever  means  it  came  into 
their  possession,  was  not  his  own ; "  but  he  did  not  then, 
nor  has  he  at  any  time  since  made  known  to  the  court  of 
directors  from  whom,  or  on  what  account,  he  received  that 
money,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  said  directors  signified  to  him  their 
expectation,  that  he  should  communicate  tq  them  "imme- 
diate information  of  the  channel,  by  which  this  money  came 
into  his  possession,  with  a  complete  illustration  of  the  cause 
or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event;" — ^but,  from  evi- 
dence examined  in  England  it  has  been  discovered,  that  this 
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moiioy  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  from  Cheyt 
Sin<7,  t])e  Kajah  of  Benares,  who  was  soon  after  dispossessed 
of  all  his  property,  and  driven  from  his  country  and  govem- 
iiieiit,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  actually  deposited  the  sum 
above  mentioned  in  the  hands  of  the  Company's  sub-trea* 
surer  for  their  service,  it  does  not  appear,  that  "  any  entiy 
whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other  payment  by  the  governor- 
general,  was  made  in  the  treasury  accounts  at  op  about  the 
time ;"  nor  is  there  any  trace  in  the  Company's  books  of  its 
being  actually  paid  into  their  treasury. 

It  appears  then  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that  this  money  was  received  by  him ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  has  converted  it  to  the  property  and  use 
of  the  Company. 

That  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  said 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  22nd  of  May,  1782,  but  not  de- 
spatched as  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  that  time,  bat 
detained  and  kej)t  back  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  till 
the  IGtli  of  December  following,  he  has  confessed  the  receipt 
of  various  other  sums,  amounting  (with  that  which  he  ac- 
ce[)ted  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly  £200,000,  which 
sums  he  aifirmed  had  been  converted  to  the  Company's  pro- 
perty through  his  means,  but  without  discovering  from  whom, 
or  on  what  account,  he  received  the  same. — That,  instead  of 
converting  this  money  to  the  Company's  property  as  he 
affirmed  he  had  done,  it  appears,  that  he  had  lent  the  greater 
part  of  it  to  the  Company  upon  bonds  bearing  interest,  which 
boiula  were  demanded  and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
tliat  yet  ap])ears,  have  never  been  given  up  or  cancelled. — 
Tliat  for  another  considerable  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
sum  lie  has  taken  credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  his 
own  property,  and  therefore  demandable  by  him  out  of  the 
Company's  treasury  at  his  discretion. — That  all  sums  so  lent 
or  de])osited  are  not  alienated  from  the  person  who  lends  or 
deposits  the  same ;  consequently,  that  the  declaration  made 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  had  converted  the 
whole  of  those  sums  to  the  Company's  property,  was  not 
true ;  nor  would  such  a  transfer,  il  it  had  really  been  made, 
have  justified  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  originally  re- 
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cemng  the  money ;  which,  being  in  the  first  instance  con- 
trary to  law,  could  not  be  rendered  legal  by  any  subsequent 
disposition  or  application  thereof;  much  less  would  it  haye 
justified  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a 
discovery  of  these  transactions  to  the  court  of  directors, 
until  he  had  heard  of  the  inquiries  then  begun,  and  proceed- 
ing in  parliament ;  in  finally  making  a  discovery,  such  as  it 
is,  in  terms  the  most  intricate,  obscure,  and  contradictory. 
That,  instead  of  that  full  and  clear  explanation  of  his  conduct, 
which  the  court  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give  them,  he  has  contented 
himself  with  telHng  the  said  directors,  that,  "  if  this  matter 
was  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  public,  his  reasons  for 
acting  as  he  had  done  might  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures, 
to  which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.    That  he  either 
chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public  curiosity  by 
receiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without 
any  studied  design,  which  his  memory  could  at  that  distance 
of  time  verify ;  and  that  he  could  have  concealed  them  firom 
their  eye  and  that  of  the  public  for  ever.'*     That  the  dis- 
covery, as  far  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  law,  but  does  not 
warrant  a  conclusion,  that  he  has  discovered  all  that  he  may 
have  taken.  That,  on  the  contrary,  such  discovery  not  being 
made  in  proper  time,  and  when  made,  being  imperfect,  per- 
plexed, and  wholly  unsatisfactory,  leads  to  a  just  and  reason- 
able presumption,  that  other  facts  of  the  same  nature  have 
been  concealed,  since  those  which  he  has  confessed  might 
have  been  for  ever;   and  that  this  partial  confession  was 
either  extorted  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread 
of  detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  removing  suspicion,  and 
preventing  any  further  inquiry  into  his  conduct. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of 
directors,  dated  21st  of  February,  1784,  has  oonfisssed  his 
having  privately  received  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount 
of  which  he  has  not  declared,  but  which,  &om  the  applica^ 
tion  he  says  he  has  made  of  it,  could  not  be  less  than  thirty- 
four  thousand  pounds  sterling.-^That  he  has  not  informed  the 
directors  from  whom  he  received  this  money,  at  what  timeL 
nor  on  what  account ;  bat  on  the  contrary,  has  attempted 
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to  justify  tho  receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  unwarrantable,  and 
which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  for  receiving  money  privaidy^ 
would  constitute  a  preoedent  of  the  most  dangerous  nature 
to  tho  Company's  service. — That  in  attempting  to  justify  the 
receipt  and  application  of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured 
to  establish  principles  of  conduct  in  a  governor,  which  tend 
to  subvert  all  order  and  regularity  in  the  conduct  of  public 
business ;  to  encourage  and  facilitate  fraud  and  corruption 
in  all  offices  of  pecuniary  trust ;  and  to  defeat  all  inquizy 
into  tlie  misconduct  of  any  person,  in  whom  pecuniary  truflt 
is  reposed. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter 
above  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors in  the  following  terms : — "  Having  had  occasion  to 
disburse  from  my  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  though  re- 
quired to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  station,  I 
have  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  my  public  accounts,  and 
my  own  fortune  being  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge,  I  have 
resolved  to  reimburse  myself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable  to 
tho  situation  of  your  affairs,  by  charging  the  same  in  my 
durbar  accounts  of  the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by 
a  sum  privately  received,  and  appropriated  to  your  service  in 
the  same  manner  with  other  sums  received  on  account  of 
tho  liouourable  Company,  and  already  carried  to  their  ac- 
count.'*— That,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  possession  of  the  government 
of  Fort  William  about  twelve  years,  witli  a  clear  salary,  or 
avowed  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  which  all  the  prin- 
cipal expenses  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by  the  Com- 
pany.— That  if  tlie  services  mentioned  by  him  were  required 
to  enable  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  station,  he  ought 
not  to  have  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his  public  accounts  at 
the  times  when  the  expenses  were  incurred.  That  if  it  was 
true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when  he  first  engaged  in  these  ex- 
penses he  had  no  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account  of 
the  Company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in  his  situa- 
tion which  could  justify  his  departing  from  tliat  intention.— 
That  if  his  own  fortune  in  the  year  1784  was  unequal  to  so 
lieavy  a  charge,  the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier  period 
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must  have  been  still  more  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  charge. — 
That  the  fact  so  asserted  by  the  said  "Warren  Hastings 
leads  directly  to  an  inference  palpably  false  and  absurd,  viz. 
that  the  longer  a  governor-general  holds  that  lucrative 
office,  the  poorer  he  must  become. — That  neither  would  the 
assertion,  if  it  vrere  true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were  ad- 
mitted, justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  himself  out  of  the  Com- 
pany's property  without  their  consent  or  knowledge. — That 
the  account  transmitted  in  this  letter  is  styled  by  himself 
an  aggregate  of  a  contingent  account  of  twelve  years, — That 
all  contingent  accounts  should  be  submitted  to  those,  who 
ought  to  have  an  official  control  over  them,  at  annual  or 
other  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the  expense  already  in- 
curred may  be  checked  and  examined,  and  similar  expenses,  if 
disapproved  of,  may  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that,  after  a  very 
long  period  is  elapsed,  all  check  and  control  over  such  ex- 
penses is  impracticable ;  and  if  it  were  practicable  in  the 
present  instance,  would  be  completely  useless,  since  the 
said  AV^arren  Hastings,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of 
the  directors,  did  resolve  to  reimburse  himself — That  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  withholding  these 
accounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then  resolving  to 
reimburse  himself  without  the  consent  of  his  employers,  has 
been  fraudulent  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second 
amounts  to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  placed  over 
him  by  law ;  and  that  he  has  thereby  set  a  dangerous  ex- 
ample to  his  successors,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office 
under  him. — That  the  mode,  in  which  he  has  reimbursed 
himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  higher  order,  and  greatly  ag- 
gravates whatever  was  already  criminal  in  the  other  parts  of 
this  transaction.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  declaring 
that  he  should  reimburse  himself  by  crediting  the  Company 
by  a  sum  privately  received,  has  acknowledged  himself  guilty 
of  an  illegal  act  in  receiving  money  privately. — That  he  has 
suppressed  or  withheld  every  particular  which  could  throw 
any  light  on  a  conduct  so  suspicious  in  a  governor,  as  the 
private  receipt  of  money. — That  the  general  confession  of  the 
private  receipt  of  a  large  sum  in  gross,  in  which  no  circum- 
stance of  lime,  place,  occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the  amount, 
is  specified,  tends  to  cover  or  protect  any  act  of  the  same 
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niitnro,  (as  far  as  a  general  confession  can  protect  such  acts,) 
which  may  bo  detected  hereafter,  and  which  in  fact  may  not 
make  part  of  the  gross  sum  so  confessed,  and  that  it  tends 
to  |)(?rplox  and  defeat  all  inquiry  into  such  practices. — ^That 
tli(^  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  directors  that  he 
}iiis  resolved  to  reimburse  himself  in  a  mode  the  most  suitable 
to  the  situation  of  their  affairs,  viz.  by  receiving  money,  pri- 
vately against  law,  has  stated  a  presumption  highly  injunouB 
to  th(^  integrity  of  the  said  directors ;  viz.  that  they  "will  not 
objt'ct  to,  or  even  inquire  into,  any  extraordinair  expenses, 
incurred  and  charged  by  their  governors  in  India,  provided 
such  expenses  are  reimbursed  by  money  privately  and  ille- 
gally received. — That  ho  has  not  explained  what  that  situa- 
tion of  tlieir  affairs  was,  or  could  be,  to  which  so  dangerous 
and  corrupt  a  principle  was  or  might  be  applied. — That  no 
(Evidence  has  been  produced  to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor 
any  ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  that  it  might  be 
credible,  that  any  native  of  India  had  voluntarily  and  gra- 
tnilously  given  money  privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
that  is,  without  some  prospect  of  a  benefit  in  return,  or  some 
dread  of  his  resentment,  if  he  refused. — That  it  is  not  a  thing 
to  be  believed,  that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 
vately to  a  governor,  vvliich  he  refused  to  give  or  lend  pub- 
licly to  goverinnent,  unless  it  were  to  derive  some  adequate 
s(MT(^t  advantage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some  mischief 
\\\)w\  the  enuiity,  of  such  governor.  That  the  late  confessions 
niadi^  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 
law  are  no  proof,  that  he  did  not  originally  intend  to  appro- 
priate the  name  to  hia  own  use,  such  confessions  having  been 
made  at  a  suspicious  moment,  when,  and  not  before,  he  was 
apj)rize(l  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  when  a  dread  of  the  consequence  of  those  in- 
(juiries  might  act  upon  his  mind ;  that  such  confessions,  from 
the  obs(uire,  intricate,  and  contradictory  numner  in  which 
they  are  made,  im])ly  guilt  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as 
I'ar  as  t  hey  go ;  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour  of  reason 
to  conclude,  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  money  which  he 
may  liave  corruptly  received ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
warrant  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in  discover- 
ing some  part  of  the  bribes  ho  had  received  he  hoped  to  lull 
suspicion,  and  thereby  conceal  and  secure  the  rest. 
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That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  former  accounts  of 
these  transactions  came  before  them,  did  show  an  evident 
disposition  not  to  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to 
give  the  most  favourable  construction  to  his  conduct ;  that 
nevertheless  they  found  themselves  obliged  "  to  confess,  that 
the  statement  of  those  transactions  appeared  to  them  in 
many  parts  so  unintelligible,  that  they  felt  themselves  under 
the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  governor-general  for  an  ex- 
planation, agreeably  to  his  promise  voluntarily  made  to  them." 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  requisition,  was  received 
in  Bengal  in  the  month  of  August,  1784,  and  that  .the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  not  embark  for  England  until  the  2nd 
of  February,  1785,  but  made  no  reply  to  that  letter  before 
his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has  since  said,  to  a  variety  of 
other  more  important  occupations. — That,  under  pretence  of 
such  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to  the  court  of 
directors  a  copy  of  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  contained  the 
onli/  account  he  ever  kept  of  the  transaction.  That  such  a 
paper,  or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  been  transmitted  without 
interrupting  other  important  occupations,  if  any  could  be 
more  important  than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  requisition  of  the  (Erectors.  That,  since  his 
arrival  in  England,  he  has  written  a  letter  to  the  ggg  jjjg  ^^^^^^ 
chairman  of  that  court,  professedly  in  answer  to  of  the  nth 
their  letter  above  mentioned,  but  in  fact  giving  tile^nd  of 'the 
no  explanation  or  satisfaction  whatsoever  on  the  ^barges, 
points,  which  they  had  declared  to  be  unintelligible.  That 
the  terms  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  obscure,  such  as  a 
guilty  man  might  have  recourse  to  in  order  to  cover  his 
guilt,  but  such  as  no  innocent  man,  from  whom  nothing  was 
required  but  to  clear  his  innocence  by  giving  plain  answers 
to  plain  questions,  could  possibly  have  made  use  of.  That 
in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  July,  1785,  he  says,  "  that  he  has 
been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  information  required  as  above 
was  yet  expected  from  him :  that  the  submission,  which  his 
respect  would  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  command  im- 
posed on  him,  was  lost  to  his  recollection,  perhaps,  from  the 
stronger  impression,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it 
had  left  on  his  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repre- 
hension for  something,  which  had  given  offence  in  his  report 
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of  tho  oripjinal  transaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want 
of  a  further  ehicidation  of  it." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  affecting  to  doubt  wbe- 
tlior  the  information  expressly  required  of  him  by  his  em- 
])h)yord  was  expected  or  not,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  ft 
criminal  dehiy  and  evasion  in  giving  it. — That,  considenng 
tho  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  recent  date  of  the 
command,  it  is  not  possible  that  it  could  he  lost  to  his  recol- 
lection ;  much  less  is  it  ])ossible,  that  he  could  have  unde^ 
stood  the  specific  demand  of  an  answer  to  specific  questioiiB 
to  ho  iutendi'd  only  as  a  reprehension  for  a  former  offence; 
viz.  the  offcmre  of  withhohling  from  the  directors  that  very 
exphxuation,  wliicrh  he  ou«j:ht  to  have  given  in  the  first  in- 
stance.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to 
tho  said  questions,  cautiously  avoids  afiirming  or  denying 
anything  in  clear  positive  terms,  and  ])rofesse3  to  recollect 
nothing  with  absolute  certainty. — That  he  has  not,  even  now, 
informed  the  directors  of  the  name  of  any  one  person,  from 
whom  any  part  of  the  money  in  question  was  received,  nor 
what  was  tho  mol  ive  of  any  one  person  for  giving  tho  same. 
— That  he  has  indeed  declared,  that  his  motive  for  lending 
to  tho  Comj)any,  or  depositing  in  their  treasury  in  his  own 
name,  money,  which  he  has,  in  other  places,  declared  to  be 
their  ])r()pi'rty,  was  to  avoid  ostentation ;  and  tliat  lending 
the  moniiy  was  f/te  least  liable  to  reflection ;  yet,  when  he  has 
stated  th(\se  and  other  conjectural  motives  for  his  own  con- 
duct, he  (h'clares  he  will  not  affirm,  though  he  is  firmly  per- 
suadcd,  that  those  were  his  sentiments  on  the  occasion.  That 
of  one  tiling  only  the  said  Warren  Hastings  declares  he  is 
certain  ;  viz.  "  Tliat  it  was  his  design  originally  to  have  con- 
cealed the  receipt  of  all  sums,  except  the  second,  even  from 
tlu*  knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors ;  but  that  when  for- 
tum*  threw  a  sum  in  his  wav  of  a  mas^nitude,  which  could  not 
be  concealed,  and  the  y)eculiar  delicacy  of  his  situation  at  tho 
time  in  which  he  had  ret'eived  it,  made  him  more  circum- 
sj)eet  of  apj)earances,  he  chose  to  apprize  his  employers  of 
it."  —That  the  saiil  Warren  Hastings  informs  the  directors, 
that  he  had  iMidorsed  the  bonds  taken  by  him  for  money  be- 
longing to  tlu^  C'()m})any,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  Company, 
in  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  t/te  Com' 
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pany,  as  part  of  his  estate  in  the  event  of  his  death  ;  but  he 
has  not  affirmed,  nor  does  it  anywhere  appear,  that  he  has 
surrendered  the  said  bonds,  as  he  ought  to  nave  done.  That 
the  said  "Warren  Hastings  in  affirming,  that  he  had  not  time 
to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  directors,  while 
he  was  ill  Bengal— in  not  bringing  with  him  to  England 
the  documents  necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  those 
questions,  car  in  pretending  that  he  has  not  brought  them — 
in  referring  the  directors  back  again  to  Bengal  for  those 
documents,  and  for  any  further  information  on  a  subject,  on 
which  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  particularly  in 
referring  them  back  to  a  person  in  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which 
he  says  contahied  the  ow/y  sujcount  he  ever  kept  of  the  trans- 
action, while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt  whether  that 
paper  be  still  in  being,  whether  it  be  in  the  hands  of  that  per- 
son, or  whether  that  person  can  recollect  anything  distinctly 
concerning  it — has  been  guilty  of  gross  evasions,  and  of  pal- 
pable prevarication  and  deceit,  as  well  as  of  contumacy  and 
disobedience  to  the  lawful  orders  of  the  court  of  directors ; 
and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former  evidence  of  his  having 
constantly  used  the  influence  of  his  station  for  the  most 
scandalous,  illegal,  and  corrupt  purposes. 


IX.    EESIONATION  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 
OOVEENOEnaENEEAL. 

That  Warren  Hastings  having  by  his  agent  Lauchlin 
Macleane,  Esquire,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
1776,  "  signified  to  the  court  of  directors  his  desire  to  resign 
his  office  of  governor-general  of  Bengal,  and  requested  their 
nomination  of  a  successor  to  the  vacancy,  which  would  be 
thereby  occasioned  in  the  supreme  council,"  the  court  of 
directors  did  thereupon  desire  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane 
"  to  inform  them  of  the  authority,  under  which  he  acted  in. 
a  point  of  such  very  great  importance ;"  and  the  said  Lauch- 
lin Macleane  "  signifying  thereupon  his  readiness  to  give  the 
court  every  possible  satisfaction  on  that  subject,  but  the 
powers,  with  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in  his 
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custody,  bans  mixed  witli  other  laatlers  of  a  imture  eitremelj 
confidentill,  oe  would  Hubiuit  the  atune  to  the  iuspectioa  of 
any  thwB  of  the  meniberu  of  the  court,"  the  said  court  of 
directors  empowered  the  chairman,  deputy  chairman,  and 
Kichu^  BeMon-.  Enquire,  to  inspect  th«  authoritiM,  powers, 
And  direotioni,  ^rith  wbieii  Mr.  Mnoleano  vaa  funueiuid  bv 
Mr.  HaaliDgB,  to  muke  the  propositions  coatoiuad  in  tia 
letter  of  the  10th  of  October,  1776,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon.  Aud  the  said  tKiininittoe  did  ecconUngl}', 
on  the  28rd  of  the  said  month,  report,  "that,  having  con- 
ferred villi  ib.  Macleaoe  on  the  subject  of  hia  letter  jpnv 
aented  to  the  oourt  the  11th  instant,  they  found,  that  &oti 
the  pui^xirt  of  Mr.  llastiiigs's  inatniction*,  containcid  in  a 
paper  in  hia  own  haud-writing  given  to  Mr.  Mudetme,  and 
produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr.  Hastiugs  declared  he  would 
not  continne  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  unless  certain 
conditions,  .tiketein  epecified,  could  be  obtained,  of  wiich 
they  saw  no  piNjbability ;  and  Mr.  George  Vaaiaittart  had 
declared  to  thein,  that  he  was  present  when  tlieae  instruc- 
tions were  giveti  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  when  Mr.  Hastiiigs 
empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to  declare  his  resignation  to  the 
said  court ;  that  Mr.  Stewart  had  likewiae  conlirmed  to  thew. 
that  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  hiiQ,  that  he  had  given  di- 
rections to  the  above  purpose  ty  Mr.  Macleane." 

And  the  court  of  directora,  haying  received  from  the  said 
report  due  satisfaction  respecting  the  authority  vested  b 
the  said  LaucMin  Macleane  to  propose  the  said  resignation 

Cthe  office  of  governor-general  of  Bengal,  did  unanunously 
olve  to  accept  the  same ;  and  did  also,  under  powers 
vested  in  the  said  court  by  the  act  of  the  13tb  year  of  his 
present  Majesty,  "  nominate  and  appoint  Edward  Wheler, 
Esquire,  to  succeed  to  the  office  in  the  coutiuil  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal,  which  \yill  become  vacant  by  the  Slid 
resignation,  if  such  nomination  shall  be  approved  by  hb 
Majesty:"  which  nomination  and  appointment  wm  aftH^ 
wards,  in  due  form,  approved  and  conhxmed  by  his  Majesty- 
That  the  court  of  directors- did,  by  a  postscript  to  their 
general  letter,  dated  26th  October,  1776,  acquaint  the 
governor-general  and  council  at  Calcutta  of  their  acceptante 
of  the  said  resignation,  of  their  appointmeut  of  Edward 
"Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  said  vacancy,  and  of  hia  Ha- 
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jesty's  approbation  of  the  said  appointment,  together  with, 
the  grounds  of  their  said  proceedings :  and  did  transmit  to 
the  said  governor-general  and  council  copies  of  the  said  in« 
struments  of  appointment  and  confirmatibn. 

That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of  directors  were 
received  at  Caloutta,  and  were  read  in  council  on  the  19th 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  1777 ;  and  that  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the  government  to 
his  successor,  General  Clavenng,  and  having  observed  a  pro- 
found silence  on  the  subject  of  the  said  despatches,  he,  the 
said  General  Clavering,  did,  on  the  next  dsgr,  being  the  20th 
of  June,  by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
require  him  to  surrender  the  keys  of  Fort  "William  and  of 
the  Company's  treasuries;  but  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  positively  refuse  to  comply  with  the  said  requisition, 
'^  denying  that  his  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring  his  re- 
solution to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every  legal 
means." 

That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conceiving,  that  the 
office  of  governor-general  was  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the 
said  despatches,  which  acquainted  the  council-general  of  the 
resignation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  and  that  he,  the 
said  General  Clavering,  had  in  consequence  thereof  legally 
succeeded  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  13th  year  of 
his  present  Majesty's  reign  to  the  said  office  of  governor- 
general,  become  vacant  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in  virtue 
thereof,  issue  in  his  own  name  summonses  to  S*ichard  Bar- 
well,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  members  of  the 
council,  to  attend  the  same ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  who  obeyed  the  said  summons,  did 
take  the  oaths  as  governor-general,  and  did  sit  and  preside  in 
council  as  governor-general,  and  prepared  several  acts  and 
resolutions  in  the  said  capacity  of  governor-general ;  and  did, 
amongst  other  things,  prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  made  of 
bis  said  succession  to  the  government,  and  of  its  commencing 
from  the  date  of  the  said  proclamation ;  but  did  not  carry 
any  of  the  acts  or  resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution. 

The  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  notwithstanding  thereof, 
and  in  pursuance  of  his  resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  his 
authority,  illegally  and  unjustifiably  summon  the  council  to 
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meet  in  uiother  depDrtment,  and  did  sit  and  preside  ttiorcin, 
apart  frtHn  the  lliid  General  Clavering  ftnd  his  coimcil ;  and 
in  conjunotion  vitii  Eicbard  Burwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred 
tbereiD,  ianed  BUudry  orders,  and  did  sundry  acte  of  goveru- 
meat  beloDgisg  to  tlie  office  of  governor-general ;  and 
amongflt  otwn,  did  order  several  letters  to  be  written  in 
the  name  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  did  Bub- 
Hcribe  the  Bune,  to  tho  commandant  of  the  gairiaon  of  Fort 
William,  and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Barracfcpore,  and 
to  the  commanding  offlcera  at  the  other  atations,  and  aUo  to 
the  provinciftl  councilB  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  en- 
joining them  aovemlly  "to  obey  no  orders,  excepting  such  a» 
should  be  ai^ed  by  tho  said  Ttf^arren  Kastinga,  or  u  majority 
of  hia  counoU." 

That  the  BBid  'Warren  HnatingB  did  by  the  said  proi-eed- 
inga,  whidi  were  contrary  both  to  law  and  to  good  faith, 
constitute  a  double  government,  thereby  destroying  and 
annihilating  all  government  whatever;  and,  by  hia  aaid 
orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  prepare  for  open  resist- 
ance by  armB,  ettposing  thereby  tlie  settlement,  and  all  the 
inhabitants,  subjects  of  or  dependent  on  the  Britiah  goveru- 
ment,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to  political 
distractions,  but  to  the  horrora  of  civil  war ;  and  did,  by 
exposing  the  divisions  and  weakness  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  provinces, 
shake  the  whole  {onndation  of  British  authority,  and  immi- 
nently endan^p  the  esistence  of  the  British  nation  in  India. 

That  the  aaid  evils  were  averted  only  by  the  moderation  of 
the  said  General  Clavering,  and  Philip  Francis.  Esq.,  in  con- 
senting to  a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  the 
judges  of  the  supit;me  court  of  judicature,  although  tliey  en- 
tertained no  doubts  themselves  on  the  leMJity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  validity  of  Genenl  ClaTcgina'K  inmnt 
right  to  the  chair ;  and  although  they  were  not  m  m^  inj 
bound  by  law  to  consult  the  said  judges,  who  had  no  lagll  4t 
judicial  authority  therein  in  virtue  n^  their  offlcei,  or  MS 
court  of  justice,  but  were  consulted,  and  intoipowad  tiiaar 
advice,  only  as  individuals,  by  the  ToluntanrnftmiM  of  At 

Earties  in  the  said  dispute.  And  the  said  Wantn  "W—w-f 
y  his  declaration,  entered  in  minutei  of  moimQ,  *■  ^Mkll 
was  hia  determination  to  abide  by  1^  ppinkn  of  the  jadgH^** 
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and  by  the  measures  he  had  previously  taken  as  aforesaid  to 
enforce  the  same  by  arms,  did  risk  all  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences above  mentioned ;  which  must  have  taken  place,  if 
the  said  General  Clavering  aud  Philip  Francis,  Esq.  had  not 
been  more  tender  of  the  public  interests,  and  less  tenacious 
of  their  own  rights,  and  had  persisted  in  their  daim,  as  they 
were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extra-judicial  interposition  of 
the  judges  notwithstanding ;  and  from  which  claim  they  re- 
ceded only  from  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  which  the  illegal 
resistance  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  would  otherwise  m- 
fallibly  have  occasioned. 

That  after  the  said  judges  had  delivered  their  opinion, 
"  that  the  place  and  office  of  governor-general  of  this  presi- 
dency had  not  yet  been  vacated  by  "Warren  Hastings,  and 
that  the  actual  assumption  of  the  government  by  the  mem- 
ber of  the  council  next  in  succession  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
consequence  of  any  deduction,  which  could  be  made  fit)m 
the  papers  communicated  to  them,  woiild  be  absolutely  ille- 
gal;" and  after  the  said  General  Clavering  and  I*hilip 
Francis,  Esq.  had  signified  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by 
a  letter  dated  the  21st  of  June,  "  their  intention  to  acquiesce 
in  the  opinion  of  the  judges ;"  and  when  the  differences  in 
the  supreme  council  were  by  these  means  composed,  and  the 
calamities  consequent  thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  and  Eichard  Barwell,  Esq.  did  once  more 
endanger  the  public  peace  and  security  by  other  illegal,  un- 
warrantable, and  unprovoked  acts  of  violence ;  having  omit- 
ted to  summon  either  the  said  General  Clavering,  or  the 
said  Philip  Francis,  Esq.,  to  council ;  and  having;  in  a  council 
held  thus  privately  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary  to  law, 
on  the  22nd  day  of  June,  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions, viz. 

"  Eesolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders,  and  declarations 
of  Lieutenant- General  John  Clavering,  recited  in  the  fore- 
going papers,  [meaning  the  proceedings  of  General  Claver- 
ing in  his  separate  council  on  the  20th  of  June,]  he  has 
actually  usurped  and  assumed,  and  taken  possession  of  the 

?lace  and  office  of  governor-general  of  the  presidency  of 
'ort  William  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
his  present  Majesty  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
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"  BeMlred,  th^t  Lieutenant- Genera]  John  Clavering  h 
thereby  ralmqnished,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  vacated  &a 
office  ot  Mnior  oounBellor  of  Port  WiUiam  in  Bengal. 

"  BeBcdred,  that  Lieutenant-Geneml  John  Clavermg  h« 
thereby  lelinq^nithed,  resigned,  surrendered,  and  vwiatod  his 

{lace  of  Gomnuuder-iu-chief  of  the  Company's  foroea  in 
odia. 

"  Betolred,  tlmt  Richard  Bai'well,  Esquire,  by  virtue  of 
the  aaid  act  of  parliament,  and  by  the  death  of  the  Honour- 
able Qwigo  Uimsou,  Esq.,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  senior 
coonsellor  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  "William  in  Bengal,  in 
consequeooe  of  the  said  rehnqiiiahment,  resignation,  surren- 
der, aod  TBGvtioa  of  Q«neral  Obrering. 

"  BeBoWed,  that  the  oihce  of  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Company's  fbrofta  in  India,  by  the  relinquishment,  resigna- 
tion, sonender,  &nd  vacation  of  General  Clavering,  and  by 
the  death  <^  thA  Honourable  George  Moneou,  Esq.,  does  nn 
longer  exiaf. 

"EeBolved,  thot,  for  the  preaerration  of  the  legality  of 
'    our  proceedings,  Lioutnnant-Genoral  John  Claverinc  be  not 
in  futuie  summoned  or  adniitted  as  a  member  of  the  go- 
vernor-general ai  id  L'oiinciJ." 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Bichard  Barwell,  Esq. 
did  again  ait  in  council  on  the  next  day,  being  the  23rd  of 
June,  without  auminouing  either  G^ene^al  Clavering  or  Phi- 
lip Francis,  Esq.,  and  did  come  to  several  other  reBi^utions, 
and  make  sevenil  orders,  contrary  to  law  or  justice,  and  in* 
consistent  with  the  tranquillity  and  the  security  of  the  set- 
tlement; that  ia  to  say,  they  ordered  their  secretary  "to 
notify  to  General  Clavering,  that  the  board  had  declared  his 
offices  of  senior  counsellor  and  commander-in-chief  to  be 
vacant ;  and  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  these  proceed- 
ings, containing  tlie  grounds  of  the  hoard  for  the  aforesaid 
declaration."  '      • 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  pmnontlnigt  "to  ta 
issued  in  general  orders,  with  letters  to  all  tb*  mwihiiiil 
councils  and  military  stations,  directing  them  to'|NudHb  tt* 
same  in  general  orders:"  and  they  leaolTed,  " QtK  dl  niB> 
tary  returns  be  made  to  the  governor-geaersl 
their  militaiT  deportment,  until  a  coi  ^ 
be  appointed  by  the  Company." 
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That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  again  omit  to  summon 
General  Clavering  to  council,  and  did  again,  together  with 
Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  who  concurred  therein,  adhere  to 
and  confirm  the  said  illegal  resolutions  come  to  on  the  two 
former  days,  declaring,  "that  they  could  not  be  retracted 
but  by  the  present  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  future  orders 
from  home ;"  and  aggravating  the  guilt  of  the  said  unjusti- 
fiable acts  by  declaring,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 
"  that  they  were  not  the  precipitate  effects  of  an  instant  and 
passionate  impulse,  but  the  fruits  of  long  and  most  temper- 
ate deliberations,  of  inevitable  necessity,  of  the  strictest 
sense  of  public  ^uty,  and  of  a  conviction  equal  in  its  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  to  absolute  certainty." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  the  less  excusable  in 
this  obstinate  adherence  to  his  former  unjust  proceedings,  as 
the  said  declarations  were  made  in  answer  to  a  motion  made 
by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  reversal  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  a  minute  introducing  the  said  motion ;  in 
which  Mr.  Francis  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner, 
and  in  terms  with  which  the  court  of  directors  have  since 
declared  their  entire  concurrence,  both  the  extreme  danger, 
and  the  illegality  and  invalidity,  of  the  said  proceedings  of 
Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell,  Esq.,  concluding  the 
said  minute  by  the  following  conciliatory  declaration :  "  and, 
that  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  by  any  idea  or 
suspicion,  that  General  Clavering  may  do  any  act  inconsist- 
ent with  the  acquiescence,  which  both  he  and  I  have  avowed 
in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  undertake  to  answer  for 
him  in  this  respect ;  or  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the 
true  spirit  and  meaning  of  that  acquiescence,  I  will  not  be  a 
party  with  him  in  such  proceedings." 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not  plead  ignorance 
of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the  said  illegal  acts,  as  it  appears 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  tenure,  by  which  the  members  of 
the  council  held  their  offices  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  his 
present  Majesty,  and  has  stated  the  same  as  a  groimd  for  re- 
taining his  own  office,  contrary  to  an  express  declaration  of 
the  court  of  directors,  and  an  instrument  imder  the  sign- 
manual  of  his  Majesty ;  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
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in  their  retiopi  forthoir  decisiou  iu  his  favour,  had  s ^ 

.tiie  proTiainns  in  the  said  act.  so  i'ar  aa  they  J»  J 
"s^iif"  l"**"  to  the  matter  in  dispute;  from  which  it 
tippeai'ed,  that  there  were  but  four  grouinb,  on 
which  the  omoe  of  any  member  of  the  cuuneil  could  be  va- 
cated ;  namely,  death,  remoTuI,  reei^atioa,  or  promotioa. 
And  aa  the  act  confined  the  power  of  removal  to  "  hia  Ms- 
jeaty,  hia  heiii  and  auccesaors,  upon  repreeeutatioa  made  by 
the  coott  of  diifectors  of  the  aaid  united  Company  for  the 
time  being ;"  and  conferred  no  auch  power  on  the  g'ovemor- 
general,  or  a  'niajority  of  the  council,  to  remove  on  aoy 
ground,  oi  fbr  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  iheir  colleagues ; 
so,  granting  the  claim  of  Gk^neral  Clavering  to  the  chair,  and 
hia  acta  dime  in  furtherance  thereof,  to  have  been  Ulcgal,  and 
Gximinalinirhatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  fumiah  to  thereat 
of  the  connoU  aby  ground  to  remove  him  from  hia  ofGce  of 
counsellor  under  the  proviaiona  of  the  aaid  act;  and  there 
could  therefoTO  S'emain  only  hia  refigaalion  or  pTomotian,  aa 
a  poaaible  meaiu  of  vacating  his  said  office.  £ut  with  regard 
to  the  promotion  of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  of  go- 
vemoi^geQenil,  although  he  claimed  it  himself,  yet,  aa  Mr. 
HaetingB  did  not  admit  it,  and  aa  in  fa«t  it  was  even  receded 
from  by  Qeneral  Clavering,  it  could  not  be  considered,  at 
least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  aa  a  valid  ground  for  vacnting  his 
office  «f  senior  counsellor,  since  the  net  reauiroa  for  th»t 
purpose  not  a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effci'tiinl 
promotion;  and  General  Ciavering'soiSceofcounaellar  could 
no  more  be  vacated  by  such  a  naked  claim,  unsupported  and 
disallowed,  than  the  seat  of  a  member  of  tiie  House  of  Com- 
mons could  be  TBcated,  and  a  new  writ  issued  to  supply  t!io 
vacancy,  by  hia  claim  to  the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chilteni 
Hundreds,  when  Jiis  Majesty  has  refused  to  appoint  him  to 
the  said  office.  And  witli  regard  to  rcBignation,  although 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ns  a  colour  to  hia  ille^  resolu- 


tiona,  had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  "  reaignM^'  anMnt 
those  of  " relinquiahed,  surrendered,  imd  TaeatMl,**nt^ 
well  knew,  that  General  Clavering  had  madfl  no  oSar,  air 
declaration,  of  hia  resignation  of , hia  ofGoH  of  Koiap  oonMl^ 
lor  and  commander-in-chief;  and  that  he  did  not  <Ub  At 
office  of  governor-general  on  the  ground  of  aur  mck  nriofr 
tiou  made  by  himself,  but  on  the  groand  of  %'  XMianoB 


''^ 
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made  bj.  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  which  resignation  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  admit ;  and  the  use  of  the 
term  resigned,  on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  manifest  and 
wilful  misconstruction  and  misapplication  of  the  words  of 
the  act  of  his  present  Majesty.  And  such  misinterpretation 
and  false  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation  was  the  more 
indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  he  was  at  the  same 
moment  disavowing  and  refusing  to  give  effect  to  his  own 
dear  and  express  resignation,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  word  as  used  in  the  said  act,  made  hj  his 
agent,  duly  authorized  and  instructed  by  himself  so  to  do,  to 
an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  accept  the  same. 

That,  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  afterwards 
recede  from  the  said  illegal  measures  in  compliance  with  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did 
thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of  such  further  acts,  and  the  blame  of 
such  further  evils,  as  must  have  been  consequent  on  a  per- 
sistance  therein,  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  still  guilty  of  the 
illegal  acts  above  described ;  and  the  same  are  great  crimes 
and  misdemeanours. 

That,  although  the  judges  did  decide,  that  the  office  of 
governor-general,  held  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  not 
ipso  facto  and  instanter  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said 
despatches  and  documents,  transmitted  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors ;  and  did  consider  the  said  consequences  of  the  resig- 
nation as  awaiting  some  future  act  or  event  for  its  complete 
and  effectual  operation ;  yet  the  said  judges  did  not  declare 
any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  invalidity  of  the  said  acts  of 
Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esq.,  as  not  being  binding  on  his  princi- 
pal, Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  nor  did  they  declare  any  opinion, 
that  the  obligation  of  the  said  resignation  was  not  from  the 
beginning  conclusive  and  effectual,  although  its  operation 
was,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance between  England  and  India,  to  take  place  only  in 
future ;  or  that  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lauchlin 
Macleane^  Esq.  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal  of  a  resignation 
to  be  made  at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  or  a  mere 
intimation  of  the  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  to  resign 
at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  and  that  the  said  resig- 
nation, notwithstanding  the  acceptance  thereof  by  the  court 
of  directors,  and  the  regular  appointment  and  confirmation 
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of  :i  Hiicceasor,  was  still  to  remain  optional  in  the  said  "Warren 
llaHtin<j;s,  to  be  ratiiied  or  departed  from  at  his  future  choice 
or  ])leiisiire  ;  nor  did  the  said  judges  pronounce,  nor  do  aiij 
of  their  reasonings,  wliich  accompanied  their  decision,  tend 
to  establish  it  as  their  opinion,  that  even  the  time  for  ratify- 
in  i;  and  completing  the  said  transaction  was  to  beat  the  sole 
discretion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings ;  but  they  only  de- 
livered their  opinion,  as  aforesaid,  that  his  said  office  "  has 
nob  yet  been  vacated,  and  therefore  that  the  actual  assump- 
tion of  the  government  by  the  member  of  the  council  next 
in  sueeession  was,  in  the  actual  circmn stances,  and  rebus  sic 
slari/ibus,  illegal." 

Tliiit  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  does  nowhere  himself 
contend,  that  the  said  resignation  was  not  absolute,  but 
optional,  according  to  the  true  meaning  and  understanding 
of  till?  parties  in  England,  and  so  far  as  the  acts  of  Lauchlin 
Macleane,  Esq.  and  the  court  of  directors  were  binding  on 
hi  in ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  grounds  his  refusal  to  com- 
])leti'  the  same,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the  words,  in 
Avhicli  the  said  resignation,  and  the  other  instruments  afore- 
said, were  conc(Mved,  but  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not  direct 
iiuliv'd,  but  iinpli(»d)  of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  powers, 
under  which  the  said  agent  had  claimed  to  act  in  his  behalf. 
IS" either  did  the  said  Warren  Hastings  gi'ound  his  said  re- 
fusal on  any  objection  to  the  particular  day,  or  period,  or 
circumstances,  in  which  the  requisition  of  General  Clavering 
was  made ;  nor  accompany  the  said  refusal  with  any  quahti- 
cation  in  that  respect,  or  with  any  intimation,  that  he  would, 
at  any  future  or  more  convenient  season,  comply  with  the 
sami; ;  although  such  an  intimation  might  probably  have  in- 
duced General  Clavering  to  waive  an  instant  and  immediate 
claim  to  the  chair,  and  might  therefore  have  prevented  the 
(listracticms  which  ha])peiuul,  and  the  greater  evils  which 
imp(Mided,  in  conseijneuco  of  the  said  claim  of  General 
Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
But  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  contrary,  express 
his  said  rel'usal  in  such  general  and  unqualified  terms,  as  in- 
timated an  intention  to  resist  absolutely  and  altogether,  both 
then  and  at  any  future  time,  the  said  requisition  of  General 
Clavering.  And  tlie  subseqnent  proceedings  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  do  all  concur  in  ])roving,  that  such  was  his 
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intention  ;  for  he  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  advice 
of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution  in  council,  "  that  all  parties 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation,  in  which  they  stood  before 
the  receipt  of  the  last  advices  from  England ;  reserving  and 
submitting  to  a  decision  in  England  the  respective  claims, 
that  each  party  may  conceive  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but 
not  acting  upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  shall  arrive 
in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  surrender  the  government  until  such 
decision  should  arrive  in  Bengal,  which  could  not  be  ex- 
pected in  less  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  date  of  the 
said  resolution ;  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declariug, 
that  he  did  not  consider  his  resignation  as  binding  for  the 
present.  And  the  said  intention  was  inanifested,  if  possi- 
ble, still  more  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated 
the  15th  of  August,  1777,  being  almost  two  months  after  the 
receipt  of  the  said  despatches ;  in  which  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  declares,  that  "  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by 
the  notification  made  by  Mr.  Macleane,  nor  by  any  of  the 
acts  consequent  of  it." 

That,  such  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  G-eneral  Clavering  was  justified  in 
immediately  assuming  the  government,  without  waiting  for 
any  future  act  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  actual 
surrender  of  the  said  government,  none  such  being  likely  to 
happen ;  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,, was  justified  in  sup- 
porting General  Clavering  in  the  same  on  the  soimdest 
principles  of  justice,  and  on  a  maxim  received  in  courts  of 
equity,  namely,  that  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  his  own 
wrong ;  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform 
that,  which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights  of  others  shall  not 
be  prejudiced  thereby,  but  such  acts  shall  be  deemed  and  re- 
puted to  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all  the  conse- 
quences shall  be  enforced,  which  would  have  followed  from 
such  actual  performance.  And  therefore  the  resolutions  moved 
and  voted  in  council  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  declaring 
the  offices  of  G-eneral  Clavering  to  be  vacant,  were  not 
only  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no 
authority  to  warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  acts  of  General  Clavering  being  contrary  to  law ; 
but  the  said  resolutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and 
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oriminal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  General  Claver- 
inp^,  which  wore  made  the  pretence  of  that  proceeding,  were 
strictly  ro<];ular  and  legal. 

That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  ratify 
Ihe  resignation,  and  his  disavowal  of  the  said  Lauehlin  JVIac- 
leane,  his  agent,  is  not  justified  by  anything  contained  in  his 
said  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  nowhere  directly 
and  positively  asserting,  that  the  said  Lauehlin  Macleane 
was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not  both  full  and  general  powers, 
and  even  particular  instructions  for  this  very  act ;  aUhough 
tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  uses  many  indirect  and  circuitous, 
but  insufficient  and  inapplicable,  insinuations  to  that  effect. 
And  the  said  letter  does  on  the  contrary  contain  a  clear 
and  express  avowal,  that  the  said  Lauehlin  Macleane  was 
his  confidential  agent,  and  that  in  that  capacity  he  acted 
tliroughout,  and   particularly  in   this  special  matter,  with 
zeal  and  fidelity.     And  the  said  letter  does  further  admit 
in   elfi^ct   the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  Lauehlin 
INIaeh^ane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr. 
Stewart,  and  relied  on  and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  di- 
Hectors,  by  which  the  said  Lauehlin  Macleane  appeared  to 
be  s])ecially  empowered  to  d(?clare  the  said  resignation  ;  the 
words  of  the  said  instruction  being  as  follow  :  "  that  he  (Mr. 
ITaatingrt)  will  9iot  continue  iyi  the  government  of  Bengal^^ 
"  unless  certain  conditions  therein  specified  can  be  obtained : " 
and  the  words  of  the  said  letter  being  as  follow  :  "  What  I 
myself  know  with  certainty,  or  can  recollect  at  this  distance 
of  time,  concerning  the  powers  and  instructions,  which  were 
gi  ven  to  Messieurs  IVfacleane  and  Graham,  when  they  undertook 
to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  circumstantially  relate. 

"  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  which  were  presented 
to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their  departure  irom  Ben- 
gal ;  one  of  which  comprises  four  short  propositions,  which  I 
required  as  the  conditions  of  my  being  confirmed  in  this  go- 
vernment.''^ 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  here  artfully 
somewhat  change  tlie  words  of  his  wTitten  instructions  (and 
which  having  in  his  possession  he  might  as  easily  have  given 
verbatim)  to  other  words,  wliich  may  appear  less  explicit. 
yet  they  are  in  fact  capable  of  only  the  same  meaning; 
for  as   at  the  time  of  giving  the  said  instructions  to  his 
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agents  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  office,  he  could 
want  no  confirmation  therein,  except  his  oum;  and,  in  such 
circumstances,  '^  to  require  certain  things,  cts  the  condiiions 
of  his  being  confirmed  in  his  government^  is  tantamount  to  a 
declaration,  *'  that  he  wiU  not  continue  in  his  government^  «»- 
less  those  conditions  can  he  obtamedP  And  the  said  attempt 
at  prevarication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  as  either  both 
sentences  have  one  and  the  same  meaning,  or  if'  their 
meaning  be  different,  the  original  instructions  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  or,  in  other  words,  the  thing  itself,  must  be 
preferred  as  evidence  of  its  contents  to  a  loose  statement 
of  its  purport,  founded,  perhaps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it 
at  a  great  distance  of  time. 

That  the  said  refusal  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  was  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  court  of  directors,  and  his  Majesty's 
ministers  in  England ;  as  the  said  resignation  was  not  merely 
a  voluntary  offer  without  any  consideration,  and  therefore 
subject  to  be  recalled  or  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as 
having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation  carried  on  between 
Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  pn 
the  one  hand,  and  by  the  court  of  directors  for  the  interests 
of  the  Company  on  the  other :  which  view  of  the  transaction 
\dU  appear  the  more  probable,  when  it  is  considered,  that  ^  ' 
the  time  of  the  said  resignation  a  strict  inquiry  had  been 
carrying  on  by  the  court  of  directors  into  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the 
Company,  and  other  eminent  coimsel,  had  given  it  as  their 
opinions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  that  there  were  grounds  for 
suing  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity ; 
and  that  the  Company  would  be  entitled  to  recover  in  the  said 
suits  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  several  very  large  sums 
of  money  taken  by  him  in  his  office  of  governor-general, 
contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his  . 
duty  to  the  Company  and  the  public ;  and  the  court  of  di- 
rectors had  also  come  to  various  severe  resolutions  of  censure 
against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  amongst  others  to  a 
resolution  to  recall  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  remove  him 
from  his  office  of  governor-general,  to  answer  for  sundry  great 
crimes  and  delinquencies  by  him  committed  in  his  said  office. 

And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable,  that  the  said 
resignation  was  tendered  and  accepted  as  a  consideration  for 


398  ARTICLES   OP   CHABaE 

somo  beneficial  concessions  made  in  consequence  thereof  to 
tlu^  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his  said  dangerous  and  des- 
perate condition. 

A  nd  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of  great  disrespect  to 
the  court  of  directors,  and  to  his  Majesty ;  and  by  rendering 
abortive  their  said  measures,  solemnly  and  deliberately  taken, 
and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  tended  to  bring 
tlie  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  of  his  Majesty, 
into  contempt. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  an  injury  to  General  Clavering. 

And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  great  injury  to  Ed- 
ward Wheler,  Esquire. 

And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  to  Lauchlin  Macleane, 
Esq.,  as  also  to  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whose 
lion  ours  and  veracity  were  thereby  brought  into  question, 
doubt,  and  suspicion. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of  the 
servants  of  the  Company  in  India,  by  shaking  the  confidence 
to  b(^  phiced  in  their  agents  by  those  persons,  with  whom  it 
niit^ht  be  for  their  interest  to  negotiate  on  any  matter  of 
importance,  and  by  thus  subjecting  the  communication  of 
])ers()ns  abroad  witli  those  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known 
before. 


X.   SUEGEON-GENEEAL'S  CONTRACT. 

TiTAT  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  year  1777,  did 
grant  to  tlie  surgeon-general  a  contract  for  three  years,  for 
defraying  every  kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense — not 
only  in  breach  of  the  general  orders  of  the  court  of  directors 
with  res])ect  to  the  duration  of  contracts,  but  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  a  particular  order  of  the  court  of  directors,  of  the 
J^Otli  of  March,  1774,  when  they  directed,  "  that  the  surgeon 
should  not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising 
from  liis  being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  that 
the  occupations  of  surgeon  and  contractor  should  be  forth- 
with separated." — That  the  said  contract  was  in  itself  highly 
inipropcM',  and  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  service ;  as  it 
aH'oi'ded  the  greatest  temptation  to  abuse,  and  established  a 
pecuniarv  interest  in  the  surgeon-general,  contrary  to  the 
duties  of  his  station  and  profession. 
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XI.  C0NTEACT8  FOB  POOLBUNDT  EEPAIBS. 

I 

That  the  governor-general  and  council  at  Port  William 
did,  on  the  motion  and  recommendation  of  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  enter  into  a  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer,  Esquire, 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1778,  for  the  repairs  of  the  pools  and 
banks  in  the  provmce  of  Burdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate 
of  120,000  sicca  rupees  for  the  first  year,  and  80,000  rupees 
for  the  second  year. 

That  on  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  further  persuade  the  supreme  council,  to  pro- 
long the  term  of  the  above  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer 
for  the  space  of  three  years  more  on  the  same  condition^ ; 
namely,  the  payment  of  80,000  sicca  rupees  for  each  year. 
To  which  was  added  a  permission  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make 
dobunds,  or  special  repairs,  whenever  he  should  judge  them 
necessary,  at  the  charge  of  govertiment. 

That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  manner  of  their  ac- 
ceptance by  the  supreme  council,  without  having  previously 
advertised  for  proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  dura- 
tion, were  made  in  direct  violation  of  the  special  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors. 

That  so  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  obtained  for 
the  Company  in  the  terms  of  these  contracts,  in  consideration 
of  the  length  of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the 
expense  of  goyemment  upon  this  article  was  increased  by 
these  engagements  to  a  very  great  amount. 

That  it  appears,  that  this  contract  had  been  held  for  some 
years  before  by  the  Eajah  of  Burdwan^  at  the  riate  of  25,000 
rupees  per  annum. 

That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  repairs,  after  on 
accurate  and  dUigent  surveyof  the  bunds  and  pools,  and  the 
provincial  council  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  information 
they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as  their  opinion  to  the 
governor-general  and  council,  before  the  said  agreement  was 
entered  into,  that  after  the  heavy  expense,  (stated  in  IMr. 
Kinlock's  estimate,  viz.  119,405  sicca  rupees,)  if  disbursed 
as  they  recommended,  the  charge  in  future  seasons  would  be 
greatly  reduced,  and  after  one  thorough  and  effectual  repair, 
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tlicjf  conceived  a  small  antiual  expense  would  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  bunds  up  aiid  prevent  their  going  to  decay. 

That  ^vllatover  extraordinary  and  unusual  damages  the 
pools  and  bunds  ini<]fht  have  sustained,  either  from  the  neglect 
of  tho  liajah's  oliicers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late 
rains,  and  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to  justify  the  ex- 
pense of  the  first  year,  yet  as  they  were  all  considered  and 
included  in  the  estimate  for  that  year,  there  could  be  no  pre- 
tence for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large  and  burthensome 
a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per  annum  for  the  four  succeed- 
\i\\f  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  minutes  of  the 
18th  of  February,  1778,  himself  support  that  opinion,  in  the 
comparison  to  be  made  between  Mr.  Thomson's  proposals  of 
undertaking  the  same  service  for  60,000  rupees  a  year,  for 
nine  years,  and  the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer's  contracts;  prefemng 
the  latter,  because  these  were  "  to  eftect  a  complete  repair, 
which  could  hardly  be  concluded  in  one  season,  and  the  sub- 
secjuent  expense  would  be  but  trifling." 

Notwithstanding  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  urged 
and  prevailed  upon  the  council  to  allow  in  the  first  year 
the  full  amount  proposed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate 
of  the  necessary  repairs,  and  did  burthen  the  Company  with 
wlijit  he  must  have  deemed  to  be,  for  the  greater  part,  an 
uTuiecessary  expense  of  80,000  rupees  per  annum  for  four 
years. 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make  do- 
huiids,  or  new  and  additional  embankments  in  aid  of  the  old 
ones,  wlu^never  he  should  judge  them  necessary,  at  the 
(!harge  of  government,  (the  said  charge  to  bo  verified  by  the 
oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  without  any  voucher,)  was  a  power 
very  much  to  be  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be  intrust- 
ed to  ji  contractor,  who  liad  already  covenanted  to  keep  the 
old  pools  in  perfect  repair,  and  to  construct  new  ones 
wherever  the  old  pools  had  b(H>n  broken  down  and  washed 
away,  or  where  the  course  of  the  rivers  might  have  rendered 
ju^w  ones  nc^cessary,  in  consideration  of  the  great  sums 
stipulated  to  be  paid  to  liim  by  the  government. 

That  tlie  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  and  the  per- 
mission afterwards  annexed  to  the  second  of  the«aid  grants, 
become  much  more  reprehensible  from  a  consideration  oi 
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the  circumstances  of  the  person  to  whom  such  a  grant  was 
made. 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  required  local 
knowledge  and  experience,  which  the  said  Archibald  Frazer, 
being  an  officer  in  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  could  not 
have  possessed. 


XII.   CONTEACTS  POE  OPIUM. 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and 
Bahar  is  a  considerable  and  lucrative  article  in  the  export 
trade  of  those  provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce  has  been 
for  many  years  monopolized  either  by  individuals  or  by  the 
government ;  that  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East-India 
Company,  in  consideration  of  the  hardship  imposed  on  the 
native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  who  were  deprived 
of  their  natural  right  of  dealing  with  many  competitors,  and 
compelled  to  sell  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  a  single 
monopolist,  did  authorize  the  governor-general  and  council 
to  give  up  that  commodity  as  an  article  of  commerce. 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  to  be  a  mono- 
poly for  the  benefit  of  government,  and  managed  by  a  coij- 
tractor,  the  contracts  for  providing  it  were  subject  to  the 
Company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to  be  put  up  to 
auction,  and  disposed  of  to  the  best  bidder ;  and  that  the 
Company  particularly  ordered,  that  the  commodity  when 
provided  should  be  consigned  to  the  board  of  trade,  who 
were  directed  to  dispose  thereof  by  public  auction. 

That  in  May,  177y,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  granted  to 
John  Mackenzie  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  to 
continue  three  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals : 
that  this  transaction  was  condemned  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, notwithstanding  a  clause  had  been  inserted  in  that 
contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open  to  the  court  of  directors 
to  annul  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  or  second 
year. 

That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  the  said  "Warren 
Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  the  order  above  mentioned, 
did  take  away  the  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade, 
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tbougb  ifi  diaolaimed.  at  the  same  time,  any  jatention  ofim- 
pfying  a  omtsrire  on  their  management. 

That  in  March,  1781,  the  said  Warren   Saiititiga  diJ 


gnot  to 
oontrut  fot\ 


B  SuUivau,  eon  of  Lawrence  Sullivan,  cliaii' 

}^ei  directors  of  the  East-Isdia  Company,  i 

^^^roviBion  of  opium,  without  advertising  for 

pK^K)nl%  W^^R^out  even  receiving  any  ^Titten  prop^slt 

SKHn  liiin  til^l^  Bullivau  ;  that  he  granted  this  coutncl 

1  at  the  request  of  the  eaid  SuUiran  diil 

Which  was  iiiserteii  in  the  preceding  am- 

'oh  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determueil 

B  Compauj- ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  dr- 

0  truth,  that  such  clauBe  waa  now  unnecM- 

■UT,  u  Hbe  ^HKorB  had  approved  the  contract. 

That  IIm  Mn*Bullivan  had  been  but  a  few  montha  in  Ben- 
gal when  tlic  above  controet  waa  given  to  him  ;  that  he  ffu 
a  stranger  to  the  country,  and  to  all  the  local  oommerM 
thereof,  and  therefore  unqiialified  for  the  management  of 
such  a  conotrn  ;  and  tliat  the  said  Sullivan,  instead  of  eie- 
cuting  the  contract  himself,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining  thi 
Bame,  assign  it  over  to  John  Benu,  and  others  ;  and  in  odD' 
sideration  of  such  assignment  did  receive  from  the  said  Benn 
a  great  aum  of  money. 

That  ^m  the  preceding  facts,  as  well  aa  from  sundry 
other  eircuniBtancea  of  reatrictions  token  oft',  fparticularly 
by  abolishing  the  office  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of  the 
opium,)  and  of  beneficial  clauses  introduced,  it  appeara  that 
the  said  'Vnrreu  Hastings  gave  this  contract  to  the  said 
Stephen  Sullivim  in  eontradiotion  to  the  orders  of  thu 
court  of  directors,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  interesta 
of  the  India  Company,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  creating 
an  instant  fortune  for  tho  said  Sultivan  at  the  expense  n 
the  India  Company,  without  any  claim  of  service  or  pre- 
tence of  merit  on  his  part,  and  without  any  apparent  Bt^- 
tive  whateTer,  eicept  that  of  securing  or  rewarding  tiia 
attachment  and  support  of  bis  father,  Lawrence  Sullinit,  li 
person  of  great  autliority  and  inflnenco  in  the  direction  of 
the  Company's  affairs,  and  notoriously  attached  to  and  con* 
nected  with  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Hulliyan  neither  posBcased.  nor  pie- 
tended  to  possess,  any  skill  iu  the  businees  of  hw        '    ''' 


that  he  exerted  no  industry,  nor  showed,  nor  could  shi 
any  eiactneaa  in  the  performance  of  it,  since  he  immediately 
Bold  the  contract  for  a  enm  of  money  to  another  person,  (for 
the  sole  purpose  of  which  sale,  it  must  be  presumed,  the 
same  was  given,)  by  which  peraon  another  profit  was  to  be 
made  ;  and  by  that  person  the  same  was  again  sold  to  a  third, 
by  whom  a  third  profit  was  to  be  made. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  very  time  when  ho 
engaged  the  Company  in  a  contract  for  engrossing  the  whole 
of  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal  and  Banar  in  the  ensuing 
four  years  on  terms  of  such  eiorbitant  profit  to  the  con-  ■ 
tractor,  affirmed,  that  "  there  was  httle  prospect  of  selling 
the  opium  in  Bengal  at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  that  it  waa 
but  natural  to  suppose,  that  the  price  of  opium  would  /all 
from  tiie  dematid  oeing  lessened :" — that  in  a  letter,  dated  the 
5th  of  May,  1781,  he  informed  the  directors,  "  that  owing  to 
the  indifferent  state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  the  eut- 
ward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  insurance,  which  the 
war  bad  occasioned,  they  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the 
opiiun  of  the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advantage  aa  they 
expected ;  and  that  more  than  one  half  of  it  remained  Btill 
in  their  warehouses." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 
guilty'  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  constituents  and 
DIB  employers  in  monopolizing  for  their  pretended  use  an 
article  of  commerce,  for  which  he  declared  no  parchaieri  had 
offered,  and  that  there  wtu  lUtle  prospect  of  any  offering ;  and 
the  price  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  but  natural  to  suppose  would 
fall.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  his  own 
act,  loaded  the  Company  with  a  commodity,  for  which,  either 
in  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of  public  auction,  or  even 
by-private  contract,  there  was,  as  he  affirmed,  no  sale,  did, 
under  pretence  of  finding  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the 
Company  in  an  enterprise  of  great  and  certain  espense,  sub- 
ject to  a  manifest  risk,  and  fiiB  of  disgrace  to  the  East-India 
Company,  not  only  in  their  political  character,  as  a  great 
sovereign  power  in  India,  but  in  their  commercial  character, 
as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of  merchants :  and  that 
the  execution  of  this  enterprise  was  accompanied  with  sun- 
dry other  engagements  with  other  persons,  in  all  of  which 
the  Company's  interest  was  constantly  sacrificed  to  that  of 
individuals  favoured  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 
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That  the  nid  "Vairet)  Hastings  first  engaged  in  a  schemr 
to  export  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of 
opium,  on  the  Oompany's  account,  on  board  a,  ship  heloB^ag 
to  Cndbert  numihil!,  half  of  nhich  was  to  bo  disposed  of  iu 
a  coMting  tDjtge^  and  the  remainder  in  Canton. — That,  be- 
sides the  flwighc  ud  coinmissioD  payable  to  the  aaid  Thora- 
hill  on  tiiis  adTSnture,  twelve  pieces  of  caonoa  belonging  to 
the  CompaOf  Vere  lent  for  arming  the  ship ;  though  Ida 
originBl  propoesl  iroa,  that  the  ship  should  be  armed  at  bii 
GXpeoae. — That  &ia  part  of  the  adventure,  depending  for  iti 
BUCceM  on  a  prodtut  and  fortunate  management  of  Tuioiu 
sales  and  icmIm  in  the  eouree  of  a  circuitous  vojaee,  aiid 
being  ezpoaed  to  auch  risk  both  of  sea  and  eaemy,  Umt  ail 
private  txaden  had  dechned  to  be  concerned  in  it,  was  pa> 
ticuWlf  nnflt  toe  a  great  trading  Coinpaay,  and  could  not 
be  undertaken  on  their  account  with  any  rational  prospect 
of  adrantage. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hustings  soon  after  engaged  in 
another  sdieme  for  exporting  two  thousand  cheats  of  opium 
directly  to  Ohina  on  the  Company's  account,  and  for  th«t 

?UTpose  aocmtod  of  an  offer  made  by  Henry  "Watson,  lie 
lompany's  chief  engineer,  to  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of 
his  own,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  Company's  super-cargoes.— 
That  after  the  offof  of  the  said  Henry  Watson  had  been  ac- 
cepted, a  letter  from  him  was  produced  at  the  hoard,  in 
which  he  declared,  that  he  was  imable  to  equip  the  ship  witb 
a  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested,  that  he  might  be 
furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  trom  the  Company's  stores  at 
Madras,  with  which  req^uost  the  board  complied. — That  it 
appears,  that  George  WJliaraBon,  the  Company's  auctioneer 
at  Calcutta,  havinc;  complained,  that  by  this  mode  of  export^ 
ing  the  opium  which  used  to  he  sold  by  public  auction,  he 
lost  his  commission  as  auctioneer,  the  hoard  aUowed  him  to 
draw  a  commiasion  of  1  per  cent,  on  all  the  opium  which  had 
been  or  was  to  be  exported. —That  it  appears  that  the  coo- 
tractor  for  opium  (whose  proper  duties  and  emoluments  as 
contractor  ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  opium)  was  also 
allowed  to  draw  a  commisaiou  on  the  opium  then  shipping 
on  the  Company's  account ;  but  for  what  reason,  or  on  wh»t 
pretence,  does  not  appear. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  to  pay  the  <M 
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Stephen  Sullivan  in  advance  for  tlie  opium  furnished,  op  to 
be  furnished,  by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did 
borrow  the  sum  of  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  at  8  per  cent.,  or 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterlmg,  to  be  repaid  by 
draughts  to  be  drawn  on  the  Company  by  their  super-cargoes 
in  China,  provided  the  opium  consigned  to  them  shoiild  ar- 
rive safe ;  but  that  if  the  adventure  failed,  whether  by  the 
loss  of  the  ships,  or  otherwise,  the  subscribers  to  the  above 
loan  were  to  be  repaid  their  capital  and  interest  out  of  the 
Company's  treasury  in  Bengal. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  this  manner 
purchased  a  commodity,  for  which  he  said  there  was  no  sale, 
and  paid  for  it  with  money,  which  he  was  obH^d  to  borrow 
at  a  nigh  interest,  was  still  more  criminal  in  his  attexnpt,  or 
pretended  plan,  to  introduce  it  clandestinely  into  China. 
That  the  importation  of  opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  the 
Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on  seizure,  is  burnt ; 
the  vessel,  that  imports  it,  confiscated ;  and  the  Chinese,  in 
whose  possession  it  may  be  found  for  sale,  punished  with 
death. 

That  the  governor-general  and  council  were  well  aware  of 
the  existence  of  these  prohibitions  and  penalties,  and  did 
therefore  inform  the  super-cargoes  in  Cmna,  that  the  ship 
belonging  to  the  said  Henry  Watson  would  enter  the  river 
at  China  as  an  armed  ship,  and  would  not  he  reported^  as 
bearing  a  cargo  of  opium  ;  thai  being  a  contraband  trade. —  , 
That  of  the  above  two  ships,  the,^t,  belonging  to  Cudbert 
Thomhill,  was  taken  by  the  !French ;  and  that  the  second, 
arriving  in  China,  did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress to  the  Company's  super-cargoes  there,  who  had  not 
been  previously  consulted  on  the  formation  of  the  plan,  and 
were  exposed  to  great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  execution 
of  their  part  of  it.  That  the  ship  was  delayed,  at  a  demur- 
rage of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  waiting  in  vain  for  a  better  market. — ^Tho  iGftctory 
estimate  the  loss  to  the  Company,  including  port-charges, 
demurrage,  and  factory  charges  allowed  the  captain,  at  sirty- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  or 
about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

That  the  Company's  factory  at  Chma,  after  stating  the 
foregoing  facts  to  the  court  of  directoTB,  conclude  witn  the 
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following  ganeral  obaervations  thereon  : — "  On  a  review  of 
these  GinumrtfcnceB,  with  thei  eitmvagant  und  unusual  termt 
of  the  fiei^t^  demurrage,  &i!toiy  i^hargea,  &c.,  &c.,  vre  can- 
not hab  bflilic  of  opinion,  that  private  considerations  have 
been  Boi&mdio  interfere  too  much  for  any  benefit  that  may 
hare  been  intoided  to  the  honourablo  Company.  We  hope 
for  the  honomble  court's  approbation  of  our  conduct  in  tBi 
affiur.  Tb6  noTolty  and  nature  of  the  consignments  hum 
been  the  nutoa  of  much  trouble  and  anxiety ;  and  though 
we  wished  to  have  had  it  in  oiu?  power  to  do  more,  we  niaj 
truly  uy  we  have  eiceoded  our  eipectationa." 

Tnat  ereiT  paH  of  this  transaction,  &om  the  moiiopdf, 
with  whiok  it  commenced,  to  the  contraband  dealing,  with 
which  it  oonduded,  criminates  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
with  wilful  dilobedience  of  orders,  and  a  continued  breach  of 
truBt ;  that  erery  step  taken  in  it  was  attended  with  heavy 
loaa  to  the  Ccoupany,  and  with  a  eacriiice  of  their  interest  to 
that  of  individual,  and  that,  if  finally  a  profit  had  resulted 
to  the  Oompaay  from  such  a  transaction,  no  profit  atteading 
it  could  oompenaate  for  the  probable  rittk,  to  which  their 
trade  in  Ohina  was  thereby  tipoaed  ;  or  for  the  certain  dig- 
honour  uid  consequent  distrust,  which  the  £aat-India  Com- 
pany must  incor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese  goremmont  by 
oeiug  engaged  in  a  low  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  the  country. 


AljH 


Xm.  APPOINTMENT  OF  E,  J.  SULLIV. 

That,  in  the  month  of  Pebruary,  1781,  Mr. 
Joseph  Sullivan,  secretaiy  to  the  seuot  oommittao  it  Jhit 
St.  George,  appUedto  them  for  leave  to  prooeed'to  C  '  " 
on  his  private  affairs.  Thai,  being  the  «™>'^fffrtiiBl  m 
to  the  select  committee  at  Port  St.  Geone,  aaA  a 
posaeased  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  ofthe  Oaaumay.W^Wt 
as  they  related  to  that  govemment,  he  want  jmiWnr  iitt 
the  serrice  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  noder  As  ]MalaMt 
of  proceeding  to  Calcutta  on  his  privato  bnaiuM,  iiiiiWtliii 
a  commission  from  the  said  Nabob  to  tiw  a 
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and  council,  to  negotiate  with  tHem  in  favour  of  certain  pro- 
jects of  the  said  Nabob,  which  had  been  reprobated  by  the 
Company. 

That  the  said  Sullivan  was  soon  after  appointed  back 
again  by  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  to  the  office  of  resident 
at  the  durbar  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Arcot.  That  it  was  a 
high  crime  and. misdemeanour  in  the  said  Hastings  to  en- 
courage so  dangerous  an  example  in  the  Company's  service, 
and  to  interfere  unnecessarily  with  the  government  of  Ma- 
dras in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  peculiarly  ascribed  to 
them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  Company,  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  and  confidential  situation  a 
man,  who  had  so  recently  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to  his 
employers. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  to  Bengal, 
dated  the  12th  of  July,  1782,  and  received  there  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1783,  did  condemn  and  revoke  the  said  appoint- 
ment. That  the  said  directors,  in  theirs  to  Port  St.  George, 
dated  the  28th  of  August,  1782,  and  received  there  the  Slst 
of  January,  1783,  did  highly  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Sullivan ;  and,  in  order  to  deter  their  servants  from  prac- 
tices of  the  same  kind,  did  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  said  Sullivan's 
appointment  had  been  condemned  and  revoked  by  the  court 
of  directors,  and  pretending  that  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1793,  he  did  not  know  that  the  said  Sullivan  was  dismissed 
from  the  Company's  service,  though  that  fact  was  known  at 
Madras  on  the  3l8t  of  the  preceding  January,  did  recom- 
mend the  said  Sullivan  to  be  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  subahdar  of  the  Deccan,  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  and  orders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

That  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  improbable,  that  the 
dismission  of  the  said  Sullivan  from  the  service  of  the  said 
Company  was  not  known  at  Calcutta  in  forty-three  days 
from  Madras,  the  last-mentioned  nomination  of  the  said  Sul- 
livan was  made  at  least  in  contempt  of  the  censure  already 
expressed  by  the  court  of  directors  at  his  former  appoint- 
ment to  the  durbar  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  which  was 
certainly  known  to  the  said  Hastings. 


lOS  ATITICLES   OF  CHARGE 


XIV.    KANNA  OF  GOHUD. 

That  on  the  2n(l  of  December,  1779,  the  governor-general 
ami  council  of  Fort  William,  at  the  Bpecial  recommendation 
j\iul  instance  of  Warren  Ilastings,  Esquire,  then  governor- 
general,  and  contrary  to  the  declared  opinion  and  protest 
of  tln'ee  of  the  members  of  the  council,  (viz.)  Philip  Francis 
and  l^ldward  Wheler,  Esquires,  who  were  present ;  and  of  Sir 
Kyrc  Coote,  who  was  absent,  (by  whose  absence  the  casting 
voice  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed,)  did 
concludo  a  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship  and  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  with  a  Hindoo  prince,  called  the  Banna  of 
(iohiul,  for  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  forces  of  the  said 
Ilanna  in  opposition  to  the  Mahrattas. 

That,  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipulated  with  the  said 
l^anna  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  "  that  whenever  peace 
should  be  concluded  between  the  Company  and  the  Mahratta 
state,  the  ]\Iaha  Kajah  should  be  included  as  a  party  in  the 
treaty,  which  should  be  made  for  that  purpose  ;  and*his  pre- 
i<ent  ])()ssessions,  together  with  the  Fort  of  Gualior,  which 
of  ohl  belonged  to  tlie  family  of  the  Maha  llajah,  if  it  should 
bo  then  in  his  possession,  and  such  countries  as  he  should 
have  acquired  in  the  course  of  war,  and  which  it  should  then 
be  stipulated  to  leave  in  his  hands,  should  be  guaranteed  t-o 
him  ])y  such  treaty." 

Tliat  in  the  late  war  against  the  Mahrattas  the  said  Ran- 
na  of  Oohud  did  actually  join  the  British  army,  under  the 
command  of  Colon(4  Muir,  with  two  battalions  of  infantrv 
and  1200  cavalry,  and  did  then  serve  in  person  against  the 
Malirattas,  then^by  aflbrding  material  assistance,  and  ren- 
dering (essential  service  to  tlie  Company. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  on  the  13th 
of  October,  1781,  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  the 
J^]ngli!sli  (Company,  and  Madajee  Scindia  the  Mahratta  gene- 
ral, tlie  said  Jlanna  of  (Johud  was  expressly  included. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  said  express  provision  and 
agree m(^nt,  ]Madajee  Scindia  proceeded  to  attack  the  forts, 
and  lay  waste  the  territories,  of  the  said  Kanna,  and  did  un- 
dertake and  prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  the  space  of  two 
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years ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  Eanna  and  his  family  were 
reduced  to  extreme  distress,  and  in  the  end  he  was  depriyed 
of  his  forts,  and  the  whole  not  only  of  his  acquired  posses- 
sions, hut  of  his  original  dominions,  so  specialiy  guaranteed 
to  him  hy  the  British  government  in  both  the  fubove-men- 
tioned  treaties. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duly  and  regularly 
informed  of  the  progress  of  the  war  against  the  Banna,  and 
of  every  event  thereof;  notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only 
neglected  in  any  manner  to  interfere  thereia  in  favour  of  the 
said  Eanna,  or  to  use  any  endeavours  to  prevent  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  treaty,  but  gave  considerable  countenance  and 
encouragement  to  Madajee  Scindia  in  his  violaticm  of  it,  both 
by  the  residence  of  the  British  minister  in  the  Mahratta 
camp,  and  by  the  approbation  shown  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  the  promises  made  by  his  agent  of  observing  the 
strictest  neutrality,  notwithstandms  he  was  in  justice  bound, 
and  stood  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  engage- 
ments, to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  Banna  from  those 
enemies,  whose  resentment  he  had  provoked  only  by  his  ad- 
herence to  the  interests  of  the  British  nation. 

That  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  the  disposition  of 
Madajee  Scindia,  relative  to  a  pacification  between  him  and 
the  Eanna  of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  Mr.  Ander- 
son, in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  did  clearly 
and  explicitly  declare  to  Bhow  Bucksey,  the  minister  of 
Madajee  Scindia,  the  sentiments  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings in  the  words  following : — ^**  tha£  it  was  so  fer  fi^m  your 
(the  said  Hastings's)  meaning  to  intercede  in  his  (the  said 
Eanna' s)  favour,  that  I  only  desired  him  to  sound  Scindia's 
sentiments,  and  in  case  he  was  desirous  of  peace,  to  mention 
what  I  had  said ;  but  if  he  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the 
war,  I  begged,  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  of  what 
had  passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  entirely. 

That  it  afterwards  appeared,  in  a  minute  of  the  said  Hast- 
ings in  council  at  Fort  William,  on  the  22nd  of  September, 
1783,  that  he  promised,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  the 
council,  to  write  to  Lieutenant  James  Anderson  in  favour  of 
the  Eanna  of  Gk)hud,  and  lay  his  letter  before  the  board. 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  professing  not  to 
recollect  his  said  promise,  did  neglect  to  write  a  formal  letter 
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to  tinUaumt  Arndtimti  in  favour  of  the  said  Hanna  of  GoAud. 
sad  that  the  printo  loiter,  tlie  ^xtrnct  of  whicli  tlie  said 
Hasting!  did  lay  before  the  board  on  the  21at  of  October, 
1768,  »a  fiv  mmt  direoting  any  effectual  iaterferonca  tn 
&TOur  of  the  ■^BftoiUjOr  comnitindiiig  his  agent,  tho  add 
James  AndarKai,  to  interpose  the  mediulion  of  the  Bntuli 
goremmfliit  to  noecre  "honourable  terms"  for  the  said 
Baima,  or  etm  fAVy  '"  ^'^  person  and  family"  contain* 
the  bittenst  imeefaTes  against  bim,  and  is  expresBive  of  the 
Batiafaotioil,  vhidk  tike  said  Kaetings  acknowledges  biniaelf 
to  have  eqjoTed  in  tike  diBtresHes  of  the  said  Banna,  the  all; 
of  the  Oompany. 

That  the  dwhumi  therem  recommended  appear  rnttwr  tii 
have  been  dengned  to  satisfy  Madajee  Scindia,  and  to  justif/ 
the  ccmdnotof  tiie  British  government  in  not  having  taken  a 
mOTe  Botire  ind  *  more  hoatile  part  against  the  said  Itanno, 
than  an  interaeinoa  on  his  heholf. 

That  tlioaghno  consideration  of  good  faith,  or  obBervanoe 
of  treatiea,  could  induce  the  said  Hastings  to  incur  the 
hazard  of  any  hostile  exertion  of  the  Britislk  force  for  the  de- 
fence or  the  relief  of  the  alliea  of  the  Company,  yet  in  the 
said  private  letter  he  directed,  that,  in  case  his  mcdiatioa 
should  bo  accepted,  it  sboidd  be  made  a  apedfie  condHxen, 
that,  if  Ae  taid  Baitnn  should  take  advantage  of  Scwdia's 
aisetice  to  renete  hit  hostilities,  vie  ought  in  that  case,  on  reyui- 
tilion,  to  invade  the  dominions  of  the  lianna. 

That  no  beneficial  pfTccts  could  have  been  procured  to  the 
said  Banna  bv  an  offer  of  mediation  delayed  tOl  Scindia  no 
lougerwtmted  "  our  assistance  to  crush  so  fallen  an  enemy  }" 
at  the  same  time  that  no  reason  was  given  to  SciQdia  to  ap- 
prehend the  danger  of  drawing  upon  himself  the  resentment 
of  the  British  government  by  a  disregard  of  their  proposal, 
and  the  destruction  of  tlieir  ally. 

That  it  waa  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery  in  the  said 
Hastings  to  defer  an  npphcntion  to  obtain  honourable  terms 
for  the  Banna,  and  safety  Ibr  hia  person  and  family,  till  he 
had  been  deprived  of  his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which  hia 
uncle  lost  his  life,and  on  the  capture  of  which  his  wife,  to  avoid 
the  dishonour  consequent  upon  falling  into  the  bands  of  her 
enemies,  had  dettroyed  hemelf  by  an  explosion  of  gvnpoteder. 

That,  however,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  ofier  of  media- 
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tion  was  ever  actually  made,  or  any  influence  exerted,  either 
for  the  safety  of  the  Kannu's  person  and  family,  or  in  mitiga- 
tion of  the  rigorous  intentions  supposed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Anderson^   to  have    been  entertained  *29^^|^»»*y» 
against  him  by  Madajee  Sdndia  after  his  sur- 
render. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instmctionB  D^te^Bentiw. 
given  by  him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  his  4thof  Novvm. 
conduct  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  ^eace  with  **"»  *'**• 
the  Mahrattas,  expressed  his  determmation  to  desert  the 
Banna  of  Gohud,  in  the  following  Words:  '^You  will  of 
course  be  attentive  to  any  engagements  mbsiBting  between 
us  and  other  powers,  in  settling  the  terms  of  peace  and  aUi- 
ance  with  the  Mahrattas ;  I  except  'from  this  the  Banna  of 
Gohud." — "Leave  him  to  settle  his  own  aflyrs  with  the 
Mahrattas." 

That  the  said  Anderson  appears  very  assiduously  to  have 
sought  for  grounds  to  justify  the  execution  of  tms  part  of 
his  mstructions,  to  which,  however,  .he  was  at  all  events  ob- 
liged to  conform. 

That  even  after  his  application  fpr  that  purpose  to  the 
Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  much  to  be  suspected,  because 
it  was  their  interest  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  object 
to  destroy,  the  said  Banna,  no  satisfiEUstoiT  proof  was  obtamed 
of  his  defection  from  the  engagements  he  had  entered  into 
with  the  Company. 

That  moreover,  if  all  the  charges,  which  have  been  pre- 
tended against  the  Banna,  and  have  been  alleged  by  the 
said  Hastings  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  had  been  well 
founded,  and  proved  te  be  true,  the  subject-matter  of  those 
accusations,  and  the  proofs,  by  which  they  were  to  be  sup- 
ported, were  known  to  Colonel  Muir  before  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  he  entered  into  with  Madajee  Scindia ;  and  there- 
fore, whatever  suspicions  may  have  been  Entertained,  or  what- 
ever degree  of  criminality-  may  have  been  proved  against  the 
said  Btmna,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the  time  he  was 
so  provided  lor  and  included  in  the  said  treaty,  he  was  fully 
and  justly  entitled  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the 
Company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  government. 

That  these  considerations  were  urged  by  Mr.  Anderson  to 
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the  said  "Wnrta  Hastings,  in  bis  letter  of  the  24th  of  June, 
17S1,  and  mm  enforced  hy  this  additional  nrgument,  "that 
in  point  of  poUov,  I  beliere,  it  ought  not  to  be  our  wish,  thst 
the  Mahiattaa  ahould  over  recover  the  fortress  of  Chiahor; 
it  forma  an  inpbrtiiiit  b&rrier  to  our  own  poBsessioaa.  In  the 
hands  of  the  Baouait  can  be  of  uo  prejvidiceto  ua  ;  and  not- 
vithetandins  the  present  prospect  of  a  permanent;  pence  b^ 
twixt  ns  andthe  Mahrattaa,  it  seems  highly  expedient,  that 
there  shouldalwayB  remain  some  strong  barrier  to  separate  us. 
on  this  mde  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  powerful  nation." 

That  the  laid  Warren  Kastinga  whb  highly  culpable  in 
abandoning  th&  said  Hanna  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  tben'- 
by  forefbiting  the  honour,  and  injuring  the  credit,  of  the 
Britiah  nation  in  India,  notwithstanding  the  said  Hastings 
wasfullyoonTOlced,  and  had  professed,  "that  the  most  sacred 
observanoB  of  to-eaties,  justice,  and  good  faith,  were  necessary 
to  the  enitenoe  of  the  national  interests  in  that  country." — 
And  though  the  soid  Hastings  has  complained  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  laws  of  tlus  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine 
"  by  the  punishment  of  persona  in  the  possession  of  power. 
who  may  M  impelled  by  the  provocation  of  ambition,  avarice, 
or  vengeance,  stronger  than  the  restrictions  of  integrity  and 
honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise  maxim." 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing  from  these  his 
own  prindplee,  with  a  full  and  just  sense  of  the  guilt  he 
would  thereby  incur,  and  in  sacrificing  the  aUies  of  this 
country  "to  the  provocaliom  of  ambition,  avarice,  or  venge- 
ance" m  violatioQ  of  the  national  faith  and  justice,  did  com- 
mit a  gross  and  wilful  breach  of  his  duty,  and  was  thereby 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour.  ^^^^^^^ 


SV.   BEYENTTBS. 


That  the  property  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  ia,  ii  ^  _. 

the  laws ,  and  customs  of  that  country,  ao  inhtniaUft  jio> 
perty,  and  that  it  is,  with  few  exceptunis,  veated  ia  oonife 
natives,  called  zemindars,  or  laadholoan,  on ' 


> 
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natives,  called  talookdars  and  ryots,  hold  certain  subor- 
dinate rights  of  property,  or  occupancy,  in  the  said  lands  :— 
that  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos,  and  that  their  rights 
and  privileges  are  grounded  upon  the  possession  of  regular 
grants,  a  long  series  of  family  succession,  and  fair  purchase: 
— that  it  appears,  that  Bengal  has  been  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Mogul,  and  subject  to  a  Mahomedan  government,  for 
above  two  hundred  years : — ^that,  while  the  Mogul  govern- 
ment was  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  zemindars  was  held 
sacred;  and  that  either  by  voluntary  grant  from  the  said 
Mogul,  or  by  composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindoos 
were  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed  possession  of 
their  lands,  on  the  single  condition  of  paying  a  nxed,  certain, 
and  unalterable  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the  Mogul  govern- 
ment : — that  this  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  was  called  the  Aussil 
Jumma,  or  original  ground-rent,  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not 
increased  from  the  time  when  it  was  first  settled  in  1573  to 
1740,  when  the  regular  and  effective  Mogul  government 
ended: — that,  from  that  time  to  1765,  invasions,  usurpa- 
tions, and  various  revolutions  took  place  in  the  government 
of  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  which  the  coimt^  was  con- 
siderably reduced  and  impoverished,  when  the  East-India 
Company  received  from  the  present  Mogul  emperor,  Sh^ 
Alum,  a  grant  of  the  dewanny,  or  collection  of  the  revenues : 
— that  about  the  year  1770  the  provinces  of  Bengal  .and 
Bahar  were  visited  with  a  dreadful  famine  and  mortality,  by 
which  at  least  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  perished : — ^that 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  has  declared,  "that  he  had  al- 
ways heard  the  loss  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a  third,  and 
in  many  places  near  one-half,  of  the  whole ;  and  that  he 
knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  loss  could  be  recruited  in 
four  or  five  years,  and  believed  it  impossible."  That  never- 
theless the  revenue  was  violently  kept  up  to  its  former  stand- 
ard, that  is,  in  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  government 
of  Fort  William ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  remaining 
two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  lands 
now  left  without  cultivation  ;  and  that  from  the  year  1770  to 
the  year  1775  the  country  had  languished,  and  the  evil  con- 
tinued enhancing  every  day : — ^that  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  a  letter  to  the  secret  commitee  of  the  court  of  directors. 
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dated  Ist  September,  1772,  declared,  "that  the  lands  had 
siiiV(T('d  unheard-of  dcpopTilation  by  the  famine  and  mortahty 
of  1 700  ; — that  the  collections  violently  kept  up  to  their  former 
standard,,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the  counti^,  and 
threatened  a  general  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate 
remc^dies  were  applied  to  prevent  it."  That  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  has  declared,  "that,  by  intrusting  the  collec- 
tions to  the  hereditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be 
treated  with  more  tenderness,  the  rents  more  improved,  and 
cultivation  more  likely  to  be  encouraged ;  that  they  have  a 
|)(.Tpotual  interest  in  the  country ;  that  ^^r  inheritance  can- 
not be  removed;  that  they  are  the  proprietors;  that  the 
lands  are  their  estates,  and  their  inheritance ;  that,  from  a 
long  continuance  of  the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  to  be 
concluded  they  have  riveted  an  authority  in  the  district,  ac- 
(|uired  an  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  ryots,  and  ingnt- 
tiated  their  affections.  That,  from  continuing  the  lands 
under  the  management  of  those,  who  have  a  natural  and  per- 
])otual  interest  in  their  prosperity,  solid  advantages  might  be 
expected  to  accrue :  that  the  zemindar  would  be  less  liable 
to  failure  or  deficiencies  than  the  farmer,  from  the  perpetual 
intereist  which  the  former  hath  in  the  country,  ana  because 
liis  inheritance  cannot  be  removed ;  and  it  would  be  impro- 
bable, tliat  he  should  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  eloping  from  his 
district,  which  is  too  frequently  practised  by  a  farmer  when 
h(i  is  hard  pressed  for  the  payment  of  his  balances,  and  aa 
freqiu^ntly  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm :" — that 
notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  declarations  made  by  the 
said  AVarren  Hastings  of  the  loss  of  one-third  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did,  imme- 
diately after  his  appt)intnient  to  the  government,  in  the  year 
1772,  make  an  arbitrary  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five 
years,  at  a  higher  rate  than  had  ev(^r  been  received  before, 
and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulating  increase  on  each  of 
the  four  last  years  of  the  said  settlement. 

Tliat  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property  and  inherit- 
ance, ro|)eatedl y  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
to  be  in  the  zeniin(hn's,  and  other  native  landholders;  and 
notwithstanding  he  had  declared,  "that  the  security  of  pri- 
vatt*  property  is  the  greatest  encouragement  to  industry,  on 
which  the  wealth  of  every  state  depends;"  the  said  Warren 
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HaatingH,  nevertheleaa,  in  direct  riolatioQ  of  those  acknow- 
ledged  rights  and  principles,  did  universally  let  the  lands  of 
Bengal  in  farm  for  live  years ;  thereby  destroying  all  the 
rights  of  prirate  property  of  the  zemindars ;  thereby  deliver- 
ing the  management  of  their  eetatea  to  liirmers,  and  trane- 
ferring  by  a  most  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power  the  whole 
landed  property  of  Bengtd  from  the  owners  to  strancera ; — 
that,  to  aceompiish  this  iniquitous  purpose,  he,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a  pre- 
tended public  auction,  and  invited  all  persons  to  make  pro- 
posals for  farming  the  same,  thereby  encouraging  strnngers 
to  bid  against  the  proprietors ;  in  consequence  of  which  not 
only  the  said  proprietors  were  ouated  of  the  possession  and 
management  of  their  estates,  but  n  great  part  of  the  lands 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  banynna,  or  principal  black  serv- 
ants of  British  subjects,  connected  with  and  protected  by 
the  government :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  him- 
self has  since  declared,  that  by  this  may  the  lands  Rjvomie  cm. 
too  genercdly  fell  into  the  hands  of  desperate  or  luli.  fsih  Jui. 
knavish  adventurers; — that,  before  the  measure 
hereinbefore  described  was  carried  into  esecution,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  establish  certain  fundamental  regu- 
lations in  council,  to  he  observed  in  eiecuting  nevenue 
the  same ; — that  among  these  regulations  it  was  loui,  itn 
specially  and  strictly  ordered,  that  no  femi  should  ""*''  ""' 
exceed  the  annual  amount  of  one  lack  of  rupees ;  and  "  thftt 
BO  peshear,  banyan,  or  other  servant,  of  whatever  denomina- 
tion, of  the  collector,  or  relation  or  dependent  of  any  such 
servant,  should  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  directly  or  in- 
directly to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  be  security 
for  any  farmer ;" — that,  in  direct  violation  of  these  his  own 
regulations,  and  in  breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him, 
:ind  fiufliciently  declared  by  the  manliest  duty  of  bis  station, 
if  it  had  not  been  expressed  and  enforeed  by  any  positive  in- 
stitution, be,  the  said  Warren  llaatings,  did  permit  and  suffer 
his  own  banyan,  or  principal  black  steward,  named  Cantoo 
Baboo,  to  hold  farms  in  different  pergunnas,  or  districts,  or  to 
be  security  for  farms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  lacks  of  ru- 
pees [£130,000,  or  upwards]  per  annum ;  and  that,  after  en- 
joying the  whole  of  those  farms  for  tw^o  years,  he  was  permit- 
ted by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  two  of  them; — 
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tliat  on  the  subject  of  tlie  farms  held  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  said 
WarriMi  Hastings  made  the  following  declaration :  "  Many 
of  his  farms  were  taken  without  my  knowledge, 
c^m'lrofd?-^^'  and  ahnost  aU  against  my  advice.  I  had  no 
rectors.  25th      right  to  usc  compulsiou,  or  authority ;  nor  could 
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I  With  justice  exclude  him,  because  he  was  my 
servant,  from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the 
country. — The  farms,  which  he  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my 
advi(!(%  because  I  thought,  that  he  might  engage  himself  be- 
yond liis  abilities,  and  be  involved  in  disputes,  which  I  did 
not  choose  to  have  come  before  me  as  judge  of  them." — 
That  tlie  said  declaration  contains  sundry  false  and  contrar 
dictory  assertions : — tliat,  if  almost  all  the  said  farms  were 
taken  against  his  advice,  it  cannot  be  true,  that  many  of 
them  were  taken  without  his  knowledge: — that,  whether 
Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  his  servant  or  not,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  was  bound  by  his  own  regulations  to  prevent  his 
holding  any  farms  to  a  greater  amount  than  one  lack  of  ru- 
pees ])er  annum ;  and  that  the  said  Cantoo  !Babo(^,  being  the 
servant  of  the  governor-general,  was  excluded  by  the  said 
regulations  from  holding  any  farms  whatever : — ^that  if  (as 
the  directors  observe)  it  was  thought  dangerous  to  permit 
the  banyan  of  a  collector  to  be  concerned  in  farms,  the  same 
or  stronger  objections  would  always  lie  against  the  governor's 
banyan  being  so  concerned: — that  the  said  AVarren  Hastings 
had  a  right,  and  was  bound  by  his  duty,  to  prevent  his  ser\'- 
ant  from  holding  the  same : — that,  in  advising  the  said  Can- 
too  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  farms,  for  which  he 
was  actually  engaged,  he  has  acknowledged  an  influence 
oviT  his  servant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a  purpose 
inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  India  Company,  namely, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  security  of  the  said  Cantoo  Baboo's 
engagenu^nt  for  farms,  which  on  trial  he  had  found  not  bene- 
ficial, or  not  likely  to  continue  beneficial,  to  himself;  and 
that  if  it  was  improper  that  he,  the  said  AVarron  Hastings, 
should  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes,  in  which  his  servant  might 
be  involved  on  account  of  his  farms,  that  reason  ought  to  liave 
obliged  him  to  prevent  his  servant  from  being  engaged  iu 
any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  his  said  servant  tore- 
liiKjuish  the  remainder  of  his  iarms,  as  well  as  those  which 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  alfirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice :— 
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tliat  on  the  subject  of  the  said  charge,  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  East-India  Company  have  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions :  "  Resolvedy  that  it  appears  that  the  conduct  of  the  late 
president  and  council  of  Port  William  in  Bengal,  in  suffiBr- 
mg  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  present  govemor-general's  banyan,  to 
hold  farms  in  different  pergunnas  to  a  large  amount,  or  to  be 
security  for  such  farms,  contrary  to  the  tenor  and  spirit  of 
the  17th  regulation  of  the  committee  of  reifenue  at  Port 
William,  of  the  14th  May,^1772,  and  afterwards  relinquish- 
ing that  security  without  satisfaction  made  to  the  Company, 
was  highly  improper,  and  has  been  attended  with  consider- 
able loss  to  the  Cfompany :'' — and  that,  in  the  whole  of  this 
transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been  guUty  of 
gross  collusion  with  his  servant,  and  manifest  breach  of  trust 
to  his  employers : — ^that,  whereas  it  was  acknowledged  by  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770 
and  1771,  had  suffered  great  depopulation  and  decay ; — and^ 
that  the  collections  of  those  years,  naving  been  violently  kept 
up  to  their  former  standard,  had  added  to  the  distress  of  the. 
country, — the  settlement  of  the  revenues  made  by  him  for 
five  years,  commencing  the  1st  of  May,  1772,  instead  of 
offering  any  abatement  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
survived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East-India  Company  a 
promise  of  great  increase  of  revenue,  to  be  exacted  from  the 
country  by  the  means  hereinbefore  described :— that  this 
settlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably  short,  even 
in  the  first  of  the  five  years,  when  the  demand  was  the  light- 
est ;  and  that,  on  the  whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  coUec- 
tions  fell  short;  of  the  settlement  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  sterling  and  upwards ; — ^that  such  a 
settlement,  if  it  had  been,  or  could  have  been,  rigorously  ex- 
acted from  a  country  already  so.  distressed,  and  £rom  a  popu- 
lation so  impaired,  that  in  the  belief  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  it  was  impossible  such  loss  could  be  recruited  in 
four  or  five  years,  would  have  been  in  fact,  what  it  appeared 
to  be  in  form,  an  act  of  the  most  cruel  and  tyrannical  op- 
pression ;  but  that  the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand 
upon  the  natives  of  Bengal  was,  to  oblige  them  to  compound 
privately  with  the  persons,  who  formea  the  settlement,  and 
who  threatened  to  enforce  it :— that  the  enormous  balances 
and  remissions  on  that  settlement  arose  from  a  general  col- 

VOL.    IV.  2   B 


418  ARTICLES   OF   CI  I  Alt  GE 

lusioii  between  the  ftirmers  and  collectors,  and  from  a  general 
peculation  mnd  enibozzlemeut  of  the  revenues,  by  which  the 
l]ji«i- India  Company  was  grossly  imposed  on,  in  the  first  in- 
stall co,  by  a  promised  increase  of  revenue;  and  defrauded,  in 
the  t«oeoiid,  not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  increase,  but  by 
tlic  n^vemics  falling  short  of  what  they  were  in  the  two  yean 
2)r(Hu;ding  the  said  settlement  to  a  great  amount. — That  the 
said  WaiTen  Hastings,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  govem- 
nunit  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  said  imposition,  fraud, 
peculation,  and  embezzlement,  and  is  principally  and  speciallj 
niLswcrable  for  the  same ;  and  that  wliereas  sundry  proofs  of 
tlic  said  pc^culation  and  embezzlement  were  brought  before 
the  court  of  directors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated  4th 
of  March,  177S,  and  signed  by  William  Devaynes  and  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Esquires,  now  chairman  and  deputy  chairman 
of  tli(^  said  court,  and  members  of  this  House)  did  declare, 
that,  "  although  it  was  rather  their  wish  to  prevent  future 
evils,  than  to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses, 
yet,  as  in  some  of  the  cases  then  before  them  they  conceived 
there  had  hcvn/Zat/rafit  corruption,  and  in  others  great  op- 
j)rcssioiis  committed  on  the  native  inhabitants,  they  thought 
it  unjust  to  Huil'cr  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly  unpunish- 
ed ;   and  therefore  they  directed  the  governor-general  and 
(Council  forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecution  against  the 
persons,  who  composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  and  their 
rcpn.scntativcs,  nnd  against  all  other  proper  parties  ;'* — ^but 
that  the  ])r()sccutions,  so  ordered  b}'  the  court  of  directors  in 
tlu^  year  1778,  have  never  been  brought  to  trial;  and  that 
tlu^  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  23rd  of  December, 
1 7SI^,  ])r()p()so  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  orders  shoidd  he 
(fircn  far  withdrawliKj  the  said  ])rosecutions  ;  declaring,  that 
h(^  ^vas  clearly  of  opinion,  that  llicre  was  no  groimd  to  maiu- 
tain  lluMu,  and  that  tltvi/  irould  onhj  he  productive  of  expense 
to  the  Company/,  and  unmerited  vexation  to  the  parties. 


P;\  RT  II. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  on  sundry  occasions, 
declared  his  deliberatii  oi)ini()ii  gc^ierally  against  all  innova- 
tions, and  particrularly   in  the  collection  and  manngement 
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of  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  that  ''  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  expense  and  inoonvenienee,  which  ISth^t!  irrl* 
ever  attends  innovations  ef  all  kinds  on  their 
first  institution.  —  That  innovations  are  cdwa^  attended 
with  difficulties  and  inconveniencies,  and  innova- 
tions in  the  revenue  with  a  suspension  of  the  ^'^•nSf^ 
collections: — that  the  continual  variations  in 
the  mode  of  coUectii^  the  revenue,  and  the  continual  usurp- 
ation of  the  rights  oi  the  people,  have  fixed  in  the  minds  of 
the  ryots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinances  of  government  ;** 
— ^that  the  court  of  directors  have  repeatedly  de- 
clared their  apprehensions, '^  that  a  sulddai  transi-  4^1^/1%. 
tion  from  one  mode  to  another,  in  the  investiga- 
tion and  collection  of  their  revenue,  might  have  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  lessened  their  confidence  in  the  Company's  pro- 
ceedmgs,  and  been  attended  with  other  evils : " — ^that  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  immediately  after  his  appointment  to 
the  government  of  Fort  William  in  April,  1772,  did  aboHsh  the 
office  of  naib  duan,  or  native  collector  of  the  revenues,  then 
existing : — ^that  he  did  at  the  same  time  appoint  a  committee 
of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit  through  the  provinces,  and  to 
form  a  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  years : — ^that  he 
did  then  appoint  sundry  of  the  Company's  servants  to  have 
the  management  of  the  collections,  viz.  one  in  each  district, 
under  the  title  of  collector : — ^that  he  did  then  abolish  the 
general  board  of  revenue  or  council  at  Muxada-  j^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
vad  for  the  following  reasons :  "  that  while  the 
controlling  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  coUeotors,  was  carried  on  by  a  council 
at  Muxadavad,  the  members  of  the  administration  at  Cal- 
cutta had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  thorough  and  com- 
prehensive knowledge,  which  could  only  result  from  prtwHeal 
experience :  that  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  which 
established  a  new  system,  which  enjoined  many  new  r^^ukp 
tions  and  inquiries,  could  not  properly  be  delegated  to  a 
subordinate  council;  and  it  became  absolutely  necessary, 
that  the  business  of  the  revenue  should  be  conducted  under 
the  immediate  observation  and  direction  of  dke  board  r^'-^thekt, 
in  November,  1773,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the 
office  of  collector^  and  transferred  the  collection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues  to  several  coundlB  of  revenue,  com- 
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monly  called  provincial  councils : — that  on  the  2-ttli  of  Octo-  " 
ber,  1771,  the  said  WBrren  Uostiiigs  earnestly  offered  idt 
advice  (to  the  governor-general  and  council  tben  newly  e^ 
pointed  by  act  of  par!iameut)/or  the  continuation  of  Aetm 
ty$Um  ef  provincial  councils  in  all  its  parts : — that  the  ggid 
Warrea  Hastings  did,  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1775,  tnuiNnit 
to  the  directors  a  formal  plan  for  the  future  Bettlement  of 
the  rereiiues,  atid  did  therein  declare,  th&t,  "  with  regpwt  to 
the  mode  of  managing  the  coUectioa  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
adminiBt^ation  of  justice,  none  occurred  to  him  so  good  a* 
the  systein,  which  was  already  established,  of  provincisl 
councilB  t " — that  on  the  ItJth  of  January,  1776,  the  said 
"Warren  Haatinga  did  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors  a 
plan  for  the  better  adminiHtration  of  justiee :  that  in  thia 
plan  the  eBtabliahment  of  the  said  provincial  councils  waa 
'apecially  provided  for,  and  confirmed;  and  that  Warren 
Kastingn  did 'recommend  it  to  the  directors  to  obtain  the 
mTietioii  of  parliament  for  a  confirmation  of  the  said  plan; — 
that  oa  the  30th  of  April,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hasting* 
did  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors  the  draught  or  achnme 
of  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  better  adminiatratioo  of  jus- 
tice in  the  provinces,  in  which  the  said  establishment  of  pro- 
vincial councils  is  again  specially  included,  and  special  juris- 
diction assigned  to  the  said  councils.  That  the  court  uf 
directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  of  February,  1777,  did  give 
the  following  instruction  to  the  goremor-general  and  council, 
a  majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson, 
and  Mr.  Francis,  had  disapproved  of  the  plan  of  provincial 
councils. — "  If  you  are  fully  convinced,  that  the  establish- 
ment of  provinoial  councils  has  not  answered,  nor  is  not 
capable  of  answering,  the  purposes  intended  hy  such  insti- 
tutions, "we  hereby  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the 
collection  of  the  rerenues,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  us 
for  our  consideration." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 
contradiction  to  his  own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared,  and 
to  his  own  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  given,  and  iu 
defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  directors,  to  whom  ho  trans- 
mitted no  previous  c<]n:i[nunication  whatever  of  his  iiit«a- 
tion  to  abolish  the  said  provincial  councils,  did,  in  the  i» 
ginninff  of  the  year  1781,  again  change  the  whole  B'  ' 
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administration  of  civil  and  criminal  justice  throughout  the 
provinces. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter 
dated  5th  of  May,  1781,  advising  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  said  changes,  has  falsely  affirmed,  "  that  the  plan  of 
superintending  and  collecting  the  public  revenue  of  the 
provinces  through  the  agency  of  prorincial  councils,  had 
been  instituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  purpose  of 
introducing  another  more  permanent  mode  by  an  easy  and 
gradual  change: '' — that,. on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  from  the  year  1773  to  the  year  1781,  has  con- 
stantly and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wisdom  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  on  the  necessity  of  never  departing  from  it : — that 
he  has  in  that  time  repeatedly  advised,  that  the  said  institu- 
tion should  be  confirmed  in  perpetuity  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment : — that  the  said  total  dissolution  of  the  provincial 
councils  was  not  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
nor  by  any  gradations  whatever ;  but  was  sudden  and  un- 
prepared, and  instantly  accomplished  by  a  single  act  of 
power :  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of 
the  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee  of  revenue, 
consisting  of  four  covenanted  servants,  on  principles  opposite 
to  those,  which  he  had  himself  professed ;  and  with  exclusive 
powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  members  of  the  supreme 
council  of  a  due  knowledge  of,  and  inspection  into,  the  man- 
agement of  the  territorial  revenues,  specially  and  unalien- 
ably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the  governor-general  and 
council,  and  to  vest  the  same  solely  and  entirely  in  the  said 
Warren  Hastings. — That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  for  constituting  the  said  committee  of 
revenue  are  incompatible  with  those,  which  he  professed 
when  he  abolished  the  subordinate  council  of  revenue  at 
Muxadavad : — that  he  has  invested  the  said  committee,  in 
the  fullest  manner,  with  all  the  powers  and  authority  of  the 
governor-general  and  council: — that  he  has  thereby  contracted 
the  whole  power  and  office  of  the  provincial  councils  into  a 
small  compass,  and  vested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
by  himself: — that  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general  trans- 
action and  cognizance  of  revenue  business  out  of  the  supreme 
council : — that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to  conduct 
the  current  business  of  the  revenue  department  without 
reference  to  the  supreme  council,  and  only  report  to  the  board 
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siich  extraordinary/  occurrences,  claims^  and  proposals^  as  naif 
req^dre  the  special  orders  of  the  board: — that  even  the  instnifr 
tiou  to  report  to  the  hoard,  in  extraordinary  cases,  is  nu- 
p;at  ory  and  fallacious,  heing  accompanied  with  limitations, 
which  make  it  impossihle  for  the  said  hoard  to  decide  on  any 
questions  whatsoever ;  since  it  is  expressly  provided  by  the 
said  "Warren  Hastings,  that^  if  the  members  of  the  commiUee 
differ  in  opinion,  it  is  not  expected,  t/iat  every  dissentient 
opinion  should  be  recorded;  consequently  the  supreme 
council,  on  any  reference  to  their  hoard,  can  see  nothing  but 
the  resolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
witliout  the  arguments,  on  which  the  dissentient  opinions 
might  be  founded ;  and  since  it  is  also  expressly  provided  by 
the  said  AVarren  JIastings,  that  the  determination  of  the  nu^or- 
ity  of  the  committee  should  not  therefore  be  stayed  unless  it 
should  be  so  agreed  by  the  majority ;  that  is,  that  notwithstand- 
ing tlie  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  the  measure  shall  be 
executed  without  waiting  for  their  decision.  That  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  has  delivered  his  opinion,  with  many  a^ 
gunients  to  support  the  same,  in  favour  of  long  leases  oi  the 
lands,  in  preference  to  annual  settlements ;  that  he  has 
particularly  declared,  "  that  the  farmer,  who  holds  his  £3arm 
lor  one  year  only,  having  no  interest  in  the  next,  takes  what 
he  can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even  in  the  execution 
of  legal  chums,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence.  He  is  under 
the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  and  even  cruel;  for  what  is  left 
in  arrear  after  the  expiration  of  his  power,  is  at  best  a  doubt- 
ful debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempted  to  exceed 
tlie  bounds  of  right,  and  to  augment  his  income  by  irregular 
exactions,  and  by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences 
will  not  be  wanting  where  the  farms  pass  annually  from  one 
hand  to  another.  That  the  discouragements,  which  the 
tenants  feel  from  being  transferred  every  year  to  new  land- 
lords, are  a  great  objection  to  such  short  leases  ;  that  they 
contribute  to  injure  tlie  cultivation,  and  dispeople  the  lands. 
That,  on  the  contrary,  from  long  farms  the  farmer  acquires 
a  permanent  interest  in  liis  lands :  he  will,  for  his  own  sake, 
lay  out  money  in  assisting  liis  tenants  in  improving  lands 
already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing  and  cultivating  waste 
lands.'*  That  nevertheless  tlie  said  AVarrcn  Hastings,  having 
leffc  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee  of  revenue,  ap- 
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pointed  by  tim  in  1781,  to  fii  the  time,  for  whicli  the  eoHU- 
ing  aettiement  should  be  made ;  and  the  said  committee  haying 
declared,  that,  with  respect  to  the  period  of  the  leases  in  general, 
it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  to  limit  them  to  one  year  would 
be  the  best  period,  he,  the  said  Warren  Haatiugs,  approved  of 
that  limitation,  in manifeat  contradiction  to  aU  his  own  ail- 
ments, profeBsions,  and  declnrations,  concerning  the  fatal  con- 
aequencea  of  annual  leases  of  the  lande : — that,  in  so  doing, 
the  gaid  Warren  Hastings  did  not  hold  himself  bound  or  re- 
strained by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  acted 
upon  his  own  discretion ;  and  that  he  has,  for  partial  and 
interested  purposes,  eiercised  that  discretion  in  particular 
instances  against  his  own  general  settlement  for  one  year, 
by  granting  perpetual  leases  of  farms  and  zemindariea  to 
persona  specially  fayoured  by  him  ;  and  particularly  by  grant- 
ing a  perpetual  tease  of  the  zemindary  of  Baharbund  to  hja 
servant  Cantoo  Baboo  on  very  low  terms  ; — that,  in  all  the 
preceding  transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  act 
contrary  to  his  duty,  aa  governor  of  Fort  William,  contrary 
to  the  orders  of  his  employers,  and  contrary  to  his  own  de- 
clared sense  of  expediency,  consistency,  and  Justice;  and 
thereby  did  harass  and  afflict  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces 
with  perpetual  changes  in  the  system  and  execution  of  the 
government  placed  over  them,  and  with  contmued-  innovar 
tions  and  exactions  against  the  rights  of  the  said  inhabit- 
ants ;  thereby  destroying  all  security  to  private  property, 
and  all  confidence  in  the  good  faith,  principles,  and  justice 
of  the  British  government ;  and  that  tne  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, having  substituted  his  own  instruments  to  be  tbe 
managers  and  collectors  of  tho  public  revenue,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinbefore  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breach  and 
defiance  of  an  act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  Majesty,  by 
which  the  ordering  and  management  and  government  of  ali 
the  territorial  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Orissa,  were  vested  in  the  govemor-general  and  council, 
vrithout  any  power  of  delegating  the  said  trust  and  duty  to 
any  other  persons  ;  and  that  by  such  unlawful  delegation  of 
the  powers  of  the  council  to  a  subordinate  board  appointed 
by  himself,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite 
and  vest  in  his  own  person  the  ordering,  government,  and 
management  of  all  the  said  territorial  revenues : — and  that, 
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for  tlio  said  illop^al  act,  hv,  tho  said  Warren  Hastings,  is 
Holol y  aiisworabl{%  tht'  Raiiie  having  been  proposed  and  resolved 
in  council,  when  the  governor-general  and  council  consisted 
but  of  two  persons  ])resent ;  namely,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, and  the  late  lilihvard  AVholer,  Esquire  ;  and  when  con- 
HequiMitly  the  governor-general,  by  virtue  of  the  casting  voice, 
])oss(^ssod  tho  whole  power  of  the  government. — That  in  all 
tho  clianges  and  innovations  hereinbefore  described,  thepre- 
tcnc(^  used  by  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  to  recommend  and 
justify  the  same  to  the  court  of  directors  has  been,  that  such 
(•hang(?s  and  innovations  would  be  attended  with  increase  of 
revenue,  or  diminution  of  expense  to  the  East-India  Com- 
pany : — that  such  pretence,  if  true,  would  not  have  been  ^ 
justiiication  of  such  acts  ;  but  that  such  pretence  is  false  and  / 
groundless. — That,  during  the  administration  of  the  said 
WarrcMi  Hasting,  the  territorial  revenues  have  declined  ;  that 
tho  charges  of  collecting  tho  same  have  greatly  increased; 
and  that  the  said  AVarren  blastings,  by  his  neglect,  niis- 
management,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended  waste  of  the 
Company's  property,  is  chargeable  w-ith,  and  answerable  for, 
all  the  said  decline  of  revenue,  and  all  the  said  increase  of 
expense. 


XVT.    MISDEMEANOUES  IN  OUDE. 

I. 

TiTAT  the  province  of  Oude  and  its  dependencies  were, 
before  tluMr  connexion  with  and  subordination  to  the  Com- 
])any,  in  a  flourishing  condition  with  regard  to  culture,  com- 
nierc(%  and  ])opulation,  and  their  rulers  and  principal  nobility 
maintained  thtnnselves  in  a  state  of  affluence  and  splendour; 
but  very  shortly  after  the  period  aforesaid,  the  prosperity 
both  of  the  country  and  its  chiefs  began  sensibly  and  rapidly 
to  decline;  insonuu^h  that  the  revenue  of  the  said  province, 
which  on  the  lowest  estimation  had  been  found,  in  the  com- 
jneuetMuent  of  the  Jiritish  iniluenco,  at  upwards  of  three 
millions  sterling  annually,  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised 
without  detriment  to  the  country,)  did  not,  in  the  year  1779, 
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exceed  the  sum  of  £1,500,000,  and  in  the  subsequent  years 
did  fall  much  short  of  that  sum,  although  tlie  rents  were 
generally  advanced,  and  the  country  grievously  oppressed  in 
order  to  raise  it. 

II. 

That  in  the  aforesaid  year  1779,  the  demands  of  the  East- 
India  Company  on  the  Nabob  of  Oude  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Purling,  their  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to  amount  to 
the  sum  of  £1,360,000  sterling  and  upwards,  leaving  (upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  whole  revenue  should  amount  to 
the  sum  of  £1,500,000  sterling,  to  which  it  did  not  amount) 
no  more  than  £140,000  sterling  for  the  support  of  the 
dignity  of  the  household  and  family  of  the  Nabob,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  government,  as  well  as  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debts  due  within  the  province. 

III. 

That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a  regular  brigade  of  the 
Company's  troops,  to  be  stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  was  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  said 
Nabob;  in  addition  to  which  a  temporary  brigade  of  the 
same  troops  was  added  to  his  establishment,  together  with 
several  detached  corps  in  the  Company's  service,  and  a  great 
part  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the  command 
of  British  officers. 

IV. 

That  the  expense  of  the  Company's  temporary  brigade  in- 
creased in  the  same  year  (the  year  of  1779)  upwards  of 
£80,000  sterling  above  the  estimate ;  and  the  expense  of  the 
country  troops  under  British  officers,  in  the  same  period,  in- 
creased upwards  of  £40,000  sterling ;  and  in  addition  to  the 
aforesaid  ruinous  expenses  a  large  civil  establishment  was 
gradually,  secretly,  and  vnthout  any  authority  from  the  court 
of  directors,  or  record  in  the  books  of  the  council-general 
concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the  resident,  and  another 
under  Mr.  Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  Company ;  as  also 
several  pensions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret  and 
clandestine  manner,  were  charged  on  the  revenues  of  the  said 
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Nabol)  for  the  benefit  of  British  subjects,  besides  large  oc- 
casional gifts  to  persons  in  the  Company's  service. 

V. 

That  in  the  month  of  November,  1779,  the  said  Nabob 
(lid  ro])reaent  to  j\lr.  Purlinff,  the  Company's  resident  afore- 
waicl,  the  distressed  state  of  his  revenues  in  the  following 
tonna :  "  Durinp;  three  years  past,  the  expense  occasioned  by 
th(5  troops  in  brigade,  and  others  commanded  by  European 
officers,  has  much  distressed  the  support  of  my  houseDold, 
insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to  the  seraglio  and 
children  of  the  deceased  Nabob  have  been  reduced  to  (M•^ 
fourth  of  what  it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted 
in  a  very  distressed  manner  for  two  years  past.  The  attend- 
ants, writers,  and  servants,  &c.  of  my  court,  have  received  no 
l)ay  for  two  years  past ;  and  there  is  at  present  no  part  of 
the  country,  that  can  be  allotted  to  the  payment  of  my 
fatluT's  private  creditors,  whose  applications  are  daily  press- 
ing upon  me.  All  these  difficulties  I  have  for  these  three 
years  ])ast  struggled  through,  and  found  this  consolation 
tlieroin,  that  it  was  complying  with  the  pleasure  of  the 
honourable  Company,  and  m  the  hope,  that  the  supreme 
council  would  make  inquiry  from  impartial  persons  into  my 
distressed  situation;  but  I  am  now  forced  to  a  representa- 
tion. J^Vom  the  great  increase  of  expense  the  revenues  were 
ii('C(»ssarily  farmed  out  at  a  high  rate;  and  deficiencies 
followed  yearly.  The  country  and  cultivation  is  abandoned, 
and  this  year,  in  particular,  from  the  excessive  drought,  de- 
ductions of  many  lacks"  [stated  by  the  resident,  in  his 
letter  to  the  board  of  the  13th  of  the  month  following,  to 
amount  to  25  lacks,  or  £250,000  sterling]  "  have  been  allow- 
ed th(i  farmers,  who  were  still  left  unsatisfied.  I  have  re- 
ceived but  just  sufficient  to  support  my  absolute  necessities, 
tlui  revenues  being  deficient  to  the  amount  of  15  lacks, 
[£150,000  sterling,]  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  old 
chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful  attendants  of 
the  court,  were  forced  to  leave  it,  and  there  is  now  only  a 
few  foot  and  horse  for  the  collection  of  my  revenues ;  and 
should  the  zemindars  be  refractory,  there  is  not  left  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  reduce  them  to  obedience."     And  the  said 
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Nabob  did  therefore  pmy,  thnt  the  asaignnientB  for  the  new 
brigade,  the  corps  of  liorae,  nnd  the  otlier  detached  bodies  of 
the  Company's  troops,  mighc  not  be  required  from  him; 
alleging,  "  that  the  former  was  not  only  quite  uaelesa  to  bis 
government,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  much  loss  both  in 
the  revenues  and  cuetoma  ;  and  tliat  the  detached  bodies  of 
troops  under  their  European  officers  brought  nothing  but 
confusion  into  the  aflairs  of  bis  government,  and  were  en- 
tirely tbelr  own  roasters." 

TI. 
That  it  appears,  tbat  the  said  Nabob  was  not  bound  by 
any  treaty  to  the  maintenance,  without  his  consent,  euen 
oj  tliE  old  brigade ;  the  court  of  directors  having  in  their  let- 
ter of  the  15th  December,  1775,  approved  of  keeping  the 
same  in  bia  service,  "provided  it  wtw  done  with  the  free  con- 
sent of  the  subak,  and  by  no  means  taithout  it."  And  the 
new  brigade,  and  temporary  corps,  were  raised  on  the  express 
condition,  that  the  expense  thereof  should  be  charged  on  the 
Nabob  only  "for  so  long  a  time  as  he  should  require  the  eorpt 
for  his  service."  And  the  court  of  directors  eipress  to  the 
governor-general  and  council  their  sense  of  the  said  agree- 
meat  in  the  following  terros ;  "  but  if  you  intend  to  exert 
your  influence,  first  to  induce  the  vizier  to  acquiesce  in  your 
proposal,  and  afterwards  to  compel  him  to  keep  the  troops  in 
his  pay  during  your  pleasure,  your  intents  are  unjust ;  and  a 
correspondent  conduct  would  reject  great  dishonour  on  the 
Company." 

VII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and  humble  representation 
aforesaid  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  allegations  of  which,  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the  Nabob's 
finances,  and  his  total  inability  to  discharge  the  demands 
made  on  bim,  were  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  Eng- 
lish resident  at  Oude,  and  which  the  said  Hastings  did  not 
deny  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof,  he,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain  political  dangera,  de- 
clare the  relief  desired  to  be, ''  without  nesitation,  totally  in- 
admissible j "  and  did  falsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  "  that 
the  lone  in  which  the  demands  of  the  Nabob  were  aaserted. 
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:viul  Ihc  season  in  which  ihoy  wore  iimde,  did  ffive  cause  for 
the  most  (tfnrmi/f(/  suspicions.^*  And  the  said  Warren  llast- 
inji^s  (lid,  in  a  h'ttor  to  the  Nabob  aforesaid  written  in 
hjiu;^hly  and  insok'nt  hin<i;uage,  and  without  taking  any  no- 
tice of  tli(^  distresses  of  the  Haid  Nabob,  alleged  and  verified 
as  ])efur(^  recited,  "require  and  insist  upon  your  [the  Na- 
b()l)\s|  <jjrantin<^  tuncaws  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount 
oftluur  [tlio  Company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  current 
year,  and  on  your  reserving  funds  suilicient  to  answer  them, 
even  should  the  (hficiencies  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to 
leave,  your  own  troops  unprovided  for^  or  to  disband  a  part  (^ 
them^  to  enable  you  to  effect  it.** 

VIII. 

Tliai  in  a  hotter  WTitten  at  the  same  time  to  the  tesident 
Purling,  and  intencUnl  for  Ins  directions  in  enforcing  on  the 
Nabob  th(i  unjust  demands  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings hath  asserted,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  the  said  Nabob  and  the  Company,  "that 
lie  [tlio  Nabob]  stands  engaged  to  our  govenmient  to  main- 
lain  the  Hnglish  annies,  Avliich,  at  his  own  request,  have  been 
formed  for  tlu>  })rotection  of  his  dominions  ;  and  that  it  is  our 
part,  and  not  his,  to  judye  and  determine  in  what  manner 
071(1  at  what  time  these  shall  he  reduced  and  withdraicn** 
And  in  a  miiuite  of  consultation,  when  the  aforesaid  measure 
was  ])r()j)()sed  by  tlie  said  Hastings  to  the  supreme  council, 
he  (lid  alllrm  and  maintain,  that  the  troops  aforesaid  had  now 
no  separate  or  distinct  existence  fnmi  ours,  and  may  be  pro- 
perly said  to  consist  of  our  ?6'/to/cmilitary  establishment,  with 
th('  exception  only  of  our  European  infantr}^ ;  and  that  they 
could  not  1)(^  with(h'awn  witliout  imposhig  on  the  Company 
the  athlitional  burthen  of  them,  or  disbanding  nine  battalious 
of  disciplined  sej)oys,  and  three  regiments  of  horse." 

IX. 

Tliat  in  the  minute  of  consultation  aforesaid  he  [the  said 
Warren  Hastings  ]  hath  further,  in  justification  of  the  violent 
and  arbitrary  ])rocee(iings  aforesaid,  asserted,  *' that  the  a^ 
rangement  of  nuMisures  ])eiween  the  British  government  and 
liieir  alli(>s,  tlit^  native  powers  of  India,  nnist,  in  case  of  die- 
agreement  about  the  necessity  thereof,   he  decided  by  the 
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Strongest;**  and  hatli  thereby '  advanced  a  dangerous  and 
most  indecently  expressed  position,  subyersiye  of  the  rights 
of  allies,  and  tending  to  breed  war  and  confusion,  instead  of 
cordiality  and  co-operation  amongst  them,  and  tp  destroy  all 
confidence  of  the  princes  of  India  in  the  faith  and  justice  of 
the  English  nation ;  and  the  said  Hastings  having  further, 
in  the  minute  aforesaid,  presumed  ta  thr^ten  to  "  bring  to 
punishment,  if  my  influence  [his  the  said  Hastings's  influ- 
ence] can  produce  that  effect,  those  incendiaries,  who  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  themselves  the  instruments  of  division 
between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the  per- 
formance of  one  of  the  most  essential  duties  of  a  prince, 
engaged  in  an  unequal  alliance  with  a  presiding  stat^that 
of  representing  the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  more 
powerful  state,  by  whose  acts  they  suffer ;  leaving  thereby 
the  governing  power  in  total  ignorance  of  the  effed^s  of  its 
own  measures,  and  to  the  oppressed  people  no  other  choice 
than  the  alternative  of  an  unqualifled  submisaion,  or  a  resist- 
ance productive  of  consequences  more  &tal. 

X. 

That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  Nabob,  in*  the  manner 
and  on  the  grounds  aforesaid,  the  demands  of  the  Company 
on  the  said  Nabob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
£1,400,000  sterling,  and  the  distress  of  the  province  did 
rapidly  increase. 

XI. 

That  the  Nabob,  on  the  24th  of  February  of  the  same 
year,  did  again  write  to  the  governor-general,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  constant  friend- 
ship to  the  Company,  and  his  suonnssion  and  obedience  to 
their  orders ;  and  asserting,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them 
with  any  of  his  difficulties,  trusting  thev  would  learn  1  hem 
from  other  quarters,  and  that  he  should  be  relieved  by  their 
friendship :  "  but  (he  says)  when  the  knife  had  penetrated  to 
the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with  such  heavy  distresses, 
that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  expectations,  I  then  wrote  an 
account  of  my  difficulties.  The  answer  I  have  received  to  it 
is  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible  grief  and  affliction. 
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1  iK'vor  liad  the  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the 
council,  that  you  would  liavo  given  your  orders  in  so  afflict' 
in(j  a  manner,  in  which  you  never  before  wrote,  and  I  cotdd 
never  have  imaf/inal.  I  liave  delivered  up  all  my  private 
p:il)i*rs  to  him,  [the  resident,]  that  after  examining  my  re- 
eoijits  and  expcuaes,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.  That 
as  I  know  it  to  ho  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  [the  Company  and 
council,]  1  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instance  ;  but  re- 
quested of  him,  that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress 
niii  in  my  necessary  expenses.  There  being  no  other  funds 
but  those  for  tlie  exj)enses  of  ray  mutseddies,  [clerks  and  ac- 
countants,] household  expenses,  and  servants,  Ac.,  he  demand- 
ed tlu^so  in  such  a  manner,  that  being  remediless  I  was  ob- 
liji;cd  to  comply  with  what  he  required.  He  has  accordingly 
stop[)ed  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants  for  30  years^  whtdur 
sepoys,  [soldiers,^  mutseddies,  [secretaries  and  accountants,']  or 
household  servants,  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen, 
together  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmothevy  mother,  and 
ajints,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependents,  which  were  for 
their  supportJ^ 

XII. 

That  in  answer  to  the  letter  aforesaid  the  resident  re- 
ceived from  tlie  said  A\^arren  Hastings  and  council  an  o^ 
der  to  persevere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  amount  of  £1,400,000  sterling. 

XIII. 

That  on  the  15th  of  IMay  the  Xabob  replied,  complaining 
in  an  humble  and  sup])liant  manner  of  his  distressed  situ- 
ation, that  lie  had  at  llrst  o])posed  the  assigning  to  the  use 
of  the  Company  the  estatc^s  of  liis  mother,  of  his  grandmother, 
of  one  of  his  uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  that, 
in  obedience  to  the  injunclicms  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
cil, it  had  been  done  to  the  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  £80,000 
sterling  a  year,  or  thereabouts;  that  whatever  eileets  wen* 
in  ihi^  country,  with  even  his  Talde,  his  animals,  and  the  sa- 
laries of  liis  servants,  were  granted  in  assignments;  that 
l)csi(lcs  these,  if  thcv  were  rc^solved  again  to  compel  him  to 
giv(»  up  the  (^states  of  his  parents  aiul  relations,  wliieh  wen? 
granted  them  for  their  maintenance,  they  were  at  the  Com- 
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pany's  disposal ;  saying,  "  if  the  council  have  directed  you  to 
attach  them,  do  it ;  in  the  country  no  ftirther  sources  re- 
main. I  have  no  means ;  for  I  have  not  a  subsistence. — How 
long  shall  I  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes  ?  " 

XIY. 

That  the  truth  of  the  said  remonstrances  was  not  disputed, 
nor  the  tone,  in  which  they  were  written,  complained  of,  the 
same  being  submissive,  and  even  abject,  though  the  cause 
(his  distresses)  was  by  the  said  Hastings,  in  a  great  degree, 
and  in  terms  the  most  offensive,  attributed  to  the  Nabob 
himself ;  but  no  relief  was  given,  and  the  same  unwarrantable 
establishments,  maintained  at  the  same  ruinous  expense, 
were  kept  up. 

XY. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  considered  as  in- 
cendiaries those,  who  advised  the  remonstrances  aforesaid, 
and,  to  prevent  the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  venge- 
ance on  those  concerned  therein,  did,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing in  his  own  power  all  representations  of  the  state  of  the 
court  and  country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both  the  one  and 
the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and  to  draw  to  himself 
and  to  his  creatures  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  revenues, 
in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  a  second 
time  recall  Mr.  Bristow,  the  Company's  resident,  from  the 
court  of  Oude  ;  having  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said 
directors  express  themselves,  "without  the  shadow  of  a 
charge  being  exhibited  against  him;"  and  having,  on  the 
occasion  and  time  now  stated,  produced  no  specific  charge 
against  the  said  resident ; — and  he  the  said  Hastings  did 
appoint  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to  succeed  him,  it 
being  his  declared  principle,  that  he  must  have  a  person  of 
his  own  confidence  in  that  situation. 

XYI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  refused  all 
relief  to  the  distresses  of  the  Nabob  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, and  had  described  those,  who  advised  the  representa- 
tion of  the  grievances  of  Oude,  as  incendiaries,  did  himself, 
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ill  51  minute  of  the  21«t  of  JVIay,  1781,  describe  that  province 
*•  jirt  fill  leu  inti)  a  Htiitc^  of  f];reat  disorder  and  confusioii,  and 
its  ri'sources  iu  an  extraordinary  degree  diminished  ;"  and 
did  HtJite,  that  Ids  proaeuce  in  the  said  province  was  requested 
by  the  Nabob ;  and  that  unless  some  effectual  measures 
worn  tjikeu  for  liis  relief,  lie  [tlie  Nabob]  must  be  under  the 
iiec(^!jsity  of  leaving  his  country,  and  coming  dcvvn  to  Cal- 
(Mil  la,  to  represent  the  situation  of  his  government.  Aiid]!ilr. 
AVhelor  did  declare,  that  the  governor-general's  representa- 
tion of  the  state  of  that  province  "  was  but  too  well  founded; 
and  was  convinced,  that  it  would  require  his  utmost  abilities 
and  powers,  applied  and  exercised  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it 
to  its  former  good  order  and  affluence." 

XYII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  the 
niinnte  aforesaid,  did  grant  to  himself,  and  did  procure  the 
eons(Mit  of  his  only  colleague,  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  8 
comniission  or  delegation,  with  powers  "  to  assist  tiie  Nabob 
vizitT  in  forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
tlu*  pc^ace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  the  improve- 
nuMit  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjustment  of  the  mutual  con- 
ccvuii  subsiisting  between  him  and  the  Company." — And  in 
lh(?  said  commission  or  delegation  he,  the  said  AVarren  Hast- 
ings, did  cause  to  he  inserted  certain  powers  and  provisions 
of  a  new  and  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting  the 
business  before  mentioned,  he  did  convey  to  himself  "such 
autliority  to  enforce  the  same,  as  the  governor-general  and 
council  might  or  could  exercise  on  occasions,  in  which  they 
could  he  icarranted  to  exercise  the  same ;  and  to  form  and 
concludi.'  su(^h  several  engagements  or  treaties  with  the  Na- 
bob vi/ier,  the  government  of  j^arar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or 
powers  of  J I  indostan,  as  he  should  judge  expedient  and  neces- 
sarv."  1\)wards  the  conclusion  of  the  act  or  instrument 
aioresaid  are  the  words  following ;  viz.  "  it  is  hereby  declared, 
Ih.'it  Jill  sucli  acts,  and  all  such  engagements  or  treaties  albre- 
s:ii;l,  shall  bi^  binding  on  the  governor-general  and  council  in 
tlu'  same  manner,  and  as  rf/'cctuaU//,  as  if  the?/  had  been  done 
aud  passed  bf/  the  specijic  and  immediate  concurrence  and  ac- 
tual junction  of  the  governor-general  and  council^  in  council 
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assembled^  And  the  said  powers  were,  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said  Wheler,  under  the 
seal  of  the  Company,  on  the  3rd  July,  1781. 

XVIII. 

That  the  said  commission,  delegating  to  him,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  functions  of  the  council,  is  de- 
structive to  the  constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary  to  the 
Company's  standing  orders  ;  and  is  Ulegal. 

XIX. 

That  in  virtue  of  those  powers,  and  the  illegal  delegation 
aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  finished  his 
business  at  Benares,  did  procure  a  meeting  with  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  at  a  place  called  Chunar,  upon  the  confines  of  the 
country  of  Benares,  and  did  there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  pre- 
tended treaty,  with  the  said  Nabob  ;  one  part  of  which  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a 
series  of  requisitions  presented  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  but 
which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  thereof,  or  of  any  other 
material  document  relative  thereto,  he  did  not  at  the  time 
transmit  to  the  presidency ;  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 
forming Mr.  Wheler,  that  the  resident  Middleton  had  taken 
the  authentic  papers  relative  to  this  transaction  with  him  to 
Lucknow ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  ever  reclaim  the  said  papers;  in  order  to  record 
them  at  the  presidency,  to  be  transmitted  to  the*court  of 
directors,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 

A  A . 

That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  of  the  said  treaty,  on 
the  part  of  the  Company,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  the 
Nabob's  inability  (which  inability  the  preamble  of  the  treaty 
asserts  to  have  been  "  repeatedly  and  urgently  represented") 
to  support  the  expenses  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  British  officers, 
with  their  battalions,  and  of  other  gentlemen,  who  were  then 
paid  by  hira,  the  several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, (with  the  exception  of  the  resident's  office,  then  on 
the  Nabob's  list,  and  a  regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's 
guard,)  should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  be  no 
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lonpjor  at  his  [tho  Nabob's]  charge. — "  The  true  meaning  of 
this  being,  that  no  more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the 
])ay  and  allowances  of  a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  aforesaid 
to  i\u)  resident,)  amounting  in  the  whole  to  £342,000  a  year, 
should  be  paid  by  the  Nabob.  And  that  no  officerSy  troopi, 
or  others,  should  be  put  upon  the  Nabob's  establishment,  ex- 
clusive of  those  in  tho  said  treaty  stipulated. 

XXI. 

That  tho  said  Warren  Hastings  did  defend  and  justify  the 
said  articles,  in  which  the  troops  aforesaid  were  to  be  re- 
uiovc^d  from  the  Nabob's  establishment,  by  declaring  as  fol- 
lows :  '^  that  the  actual  disbursements  to  those  troops  had 
fallen  upon  our  oion  funds,  and  that  we  support  a  body  of 
troops,  established  soleli/  for  the  defence  of  tne  Nabob's  pos- 
sessions, at  our  own  expense.  It  is  true,  we  charge  the 
Nabob  with  this  expense ;  but  the  large  balance  already  due 
from  him  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect  there  was  of 
disonga^ng  ourselves /rom  a  burthen,  which  was  daily  adding 
to  our  distresses,  and  must  soon  become  insupportable,  al- 
though it  wore  granted,  that  the  Nabob's  debt,  then  suffered 
to  accumulate,  might  at  some  future  period  be  liquidated;  and 
that  this  measure  would  substantially  effect  an  instant  reUef 
to  tho  pecuniary  distresses  of  the  Company." 

XXII. 

Tliat  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the  resident,  did  also  declare, 
that  ho  would  at  all  times  testify,  "  that  upon  the  plan  of  the 
iorep^oiiig  years  tho  receipts  from  the  JNabob  were  only  a 
dec('ptlo7i,  and  not  an  advantage,  but  an  injury,  to  the  Com- 
|)aiiy ;  "  and  "  that  a  remissiou  to  the  Nabob  of  this  insuffer- 
able burthen  was  a  profit  to  the  Company."  And  the  said 
]|jistiii<;s  did  assort,  that  tho  force  of  tho  Company  was  not 
lesseiUHl  by  withdrawing  tho  temporary  troops;  although 
(wluMi  it  suited  the  purpose  of  tho  said  Hastings,  in  denying 
just  rtilief  to  the  distresses  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude)  he 
\\\\A  iiol  scruj)le{l  to  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions 
l)y  him  mairitaiued  in  justification  of  tho  treaty  of  Chunar, 
liaviii*^  ill  his  minute  aforesaid,  of  the  15th  of  December, 
1771),  asserted,  "that  these  troops"  [the  troops  maintained 
by  the  Nabob  of  Oude]  "  had  no  separate  or  distinct  existence, 
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and  may  be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our  whole  military 
establishment,  with  the  exception  only  of  our  European  in- 
fantry ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  withdrawn  tvithout  im- 
posing on  the  Company  the  additional  burthen  of  their  expense, 
or  disbanding  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three 
regiments  of  horse." 

XXIII. 

That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  justification  of  his 
agreement  to  withdraw  th6  troops  aforesaid  from  the  terri- 
tories and  pay  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  further  declare, 
"  that  he  had  been  too  much  accustomed  to  the  tales  of  hostile 
preparation,  and  impending  invasions,  against  all  the  evi- 
dence of  political  probability,  to  regard,  them  as  any  other 
than  phantoms,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  or 
multiplying  commands ; "  and  he  did  trust  "  all  ideas  of 
danger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  altogether  vision- 
ary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  had  been  better  founded,  this 
mode  of  anticipating  possible  evils  would  be  more  mischievous 
than  anything  they  had  reason  to  apprehend,"  and  that  the 
internal  state  of  the  Nabob's  dominions  did  not  require  the 
continuance  of  the  said  troops ;  and  that  the  Nabob,  "  whose 
concern  it  was,  and  not  ours,^^  did  affirm  the  same,  notwith- 
standing he  the  said  Hastings  had  before,  in  answer  to  the 
humble  supplications  of  the  Nabob,  asserted,  that  "  it  was 
our  part,  and  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  man- 
ner, and  at  what  time,  they  should  be  reduced  or  withdrawn." 

XXIV. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  support  of  his  measure 
of  withdrawing  the  said  brigade,  and  other  troops,  did  also 
represent,  that  "  the  remote  stations  of  those  troops,  placing 
the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  notice  and  control  of 
the  board,  afforded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation 
for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  contagion  of 
peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole  army ;  and  as 
an  instance  thereof,  that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  imanimously  and  honour- 
ably, 'most  honourably,'  acquitted  an  officer  upon  an  ac- 
knowledged fact,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would 
have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment." 

2  F  2 
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XXV. 


That  tli(?  said  "Warren  Hastings  having  in  the  letter  afore- 
said contradicted  all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  as- 
signed for  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  and 
having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  the  whole  was  a 
lallac^y  and  imposition,  and  a  detriment  to  the  Company  in- 
stt?ad  of  a  benefit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which  he 
might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour  in  carrying  on  the  imposture  and 
delusion  aforesaid,  and  in  continuing  an  insupportable  bur- 
tlicn  and  grievance  upon  the  Nabob  for  several  years,  with- 
out attoiuling  to  his  repeated  supplications  to  be  relieved 
thiTofrom,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  de- 
.st  ruction  of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by  diffusing 
among  them  a  general  spirit  of  peculation;  and  the  said 
Hastings  hath  conmiitted  a  grievous  offence  in  upholding 
the  same  pernicious  system,  until  by  his  own  confession  and 
(h^claration  in  his  minute  of  the  21st  of  May,  1781,  "the 
evils  had  yrown  to  so  great  a  height,  that  exertions  will  be 
required  more  powerful  tlian  can  be  made  through  the  dele- 
gated autliority  of  the  servants  of  the  Company  now  in  the 
])r()vince ;  and  that  ho  was  far  from  sanguine  in  his  expecta- 
tions, that  eve7i  his  own  endeavours  would  he  attended  with 
much  success. ^^ 

XXVI. 

That  at  the  time  of  making  tlie  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time 
when,  under  colour  of  the  distresses  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
and  tlie  faihire  of  all  other  means  for  his  relief,  he  the  said 
Hastings  broke  the  Company's  faith  with  the  parents  of  the 
Nabob,  and  first  encouraged,  and  afterwards  compelled,  him 
to  despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates,  money,  jewels,  and 
houscliold  goods  ;  and  while  the  said  Nabob  continued  heavily 
in  debt  to  the  C\)m])any,  he  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did, 
^'  without  hesUatmi,^' *iiccopt  of  and  receive  from  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  and  his  ministers,  (who  are  notoriously  known  to 
be  not  only  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute  com- 
mand,) a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift  or  present,  of  one  hundred 
thousand  ])ounds  sterling,  and  upwards:  that  even  if  the  j 
saitl  |)i-etended  gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntar}",  it 
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was  contrary  to  the  express  provision  of  the  regulating  act 
of  the  13th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the 
receipt  of  all  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  act,  declared  upon  a  similar  but  not  so  strong  a 
case ;  that  is,  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present*  offered 
in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the  promulgation  of 
the  above  laws  in  India ; ,  on  that  occasion  he  declared,  "  that 
the  exclusion  by  an  act  of  parliament  admitted  of  no  abate- 
ment or  evasion,  wherever  its  authority  extended." 

XXVII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  confiding  in  an  interest, 
which  he  supposed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East-India 
House,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  court  of  directors  to 
violate  the  said  act,  and  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the 
money  so  illegally  accepted  by  him  to  his  pront,  as  a  reward 
for  his  services. 

XXYIII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  has  since  de- 
clared to  the  court  of  directors,  that  when /or-  ofthiMth*^^ 
tune  threw  a  sum  in  his  way  (meaning  the  sum  July.  i785,  at 
of  money   above   mentioned)    of  a   magnitude,   chju-ges?     * 
which  could  not  he  concealed,  he  chose  to  apprize 
his  employers  of  it;  thereby  confessing,  that,  but  for  the 
magnitude  of  the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  be  concealed, 
he  never  would  have  discovered  it  to  them.     And  the  said 
unlawful  present  being  received  at  the  time  when,  for  reasons 
directly  contradictory  to  all  his  former  recorded  declarations, 
he  did  agree  to  remove  the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  Nabob's 
dominions,  and  to  recall  the  pensioners  aforesaid,  it  must  be 
presumed,  that  he  did  not  agree  to  give  the  relief  (which  he 
had  before  so  obstinately  refused)  upon  the  grounds  and 
motives  of  justice,  policy,  or  humanity,  but  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid,  which  in  a  time  of  such  ex- 
trema  distress  in  the  Nabob's  affairs  could  not  be  rationally 
given,  except  for  those  and  other  concessions  stipulated  for 
in  the  said  treaty,  but  which  had  on  former  occasions  been 
refused. 
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XXIX. 

TUiii  notwithstandinpr  his,  the  said  Warren  Hastings's, 
riH*oi|)t  (»t'  tlie  present  of  £100,000  as  aforesaid,  he  did  vio- 
hiti^  every  one  of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty  con- 
tained ;  and  particiihirly  he  did  continue  in  the  eountry,  and 
in  the  serviee  of  the  Nahoh  of  Oude,  those  troops,  which  he 
had  s(^  n^eently  stipulated  to  withdraw  from  nis  country, 
and  to  take  from  his  estahlishment ;  for,  upon  the  24th  of 
Deeeniber  following,  he  did  order  the  temporary  brigade,  ^ 
niakinu:  10  battalions  of  500  men  each,  to  be  again  put  on 
tlie  vizier's  list;  although  he  had  recently  informed  the 
eourt  of  directors,  tlirough  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  that 
any  ])ene1it  to  be  derived  from  the  Nabob's  paying  that 
brigade  wius  i\,  fallacy  and  a  deception,  and  that  tiie  same  was 
a  charge  upon  the  Company,  and  not  an  cdleviatian  of  its  dih 
fresscs,  as  well  as  an  insupportable  burthen  to  the  Nabob; 
ilius  having,  within  a  short  space  of  time,  twice  contradicted 
himself,  both  in  declaration  and  in  conduct. 

XXX. 

Thai  this  measure,  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  of  not 
thre(>  months'  duration,  was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  "notbing  less  than  blows 
eouhl  etltH't  it;"  he  the  said  resident  further  adding,  "that 
tlie  Nabob  was  not  even  able  to  pay  off  the  arrears  still  due 
to  it  [the  new  brigade! ;  and  that  the  troops  being  all  in 
arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present  payment,  so  large  a 
body  assembled  hcvo  [viz.  at  Lucknow]  without  any  means 
to  clu»ek  and  control  tliem,  nothing  but  disorder  could  fol- 
low. As  one  proof,  that  the  Nabob  is  as  badly  off  for  funds 
as  we  an\  I  may  inform  you,  that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day 
n])on  him,  and  went  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand  from 
18  to  is  months'  arrc^ars,  and  were  with  great  difficulty  per- 
suaded to  retire,  which  was  probably  more  effected  by  a  body 
of  troops  getting  under  arms  to  go  against  them,  than  any 
other  consideration."  l^nt  the  letter  of  Warren  Hastings, 
lilsquire,  of  tlie  2  ttli  of  December,  giving  the  above  orders  for 
tlu^  iniVnction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which  the  letter  from 
whence  the  ibregoing  extracts  are  taken,  is  an  answer,  doth 
not  a]) pear,  any  otherwise  than  as  the  same  is  recited  in  the 
said  answer. 
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XXXI. 


That,  notwithstanding  the  disorders  and  deficiencies  in 
the  revenue  aforesaid  had  continued  and  increased,  and  that 
three  very  large  balances  had  accumulated,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  cause  the  treasury  accounts  at  Calcutta  to  be 
examined  and  scrutinized,  and  an  account  of  another  arrear, 
composed  of  various  articles,  pretended  to  have  accumulated 
during  seven  years  previous  to  the  year  1799,  (the  articles 
composing  which,  if  they  had  been  iust,  ought  to  have  been 
charged  at  the  times  they  severally  became  due,)  was  sent  to 
the  resident,  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount 
of  £260,000  sterling ;  which  unexpected  demand,  in  so  dis* 
tressed  a  situation,  did  not  a  little  embarrass  the  Nabob. 
But  whilst  he  and  his  ministers  were  examining  into  the  said 
unexpected  demand,  another,  and  fifth  balance,  made  up  of 
similar  forgotten  articles,  was  demanded  to  the  amount  of 
£140,000  sterling  more.  Which  said  two  last  demands  did 
so  terrify  and  confound  the  Nabob  and  his  ministers,  that 
they  declared,  that  the  resident  "might  at  once  take  the 
country,  since  justice  was  out  of  the  question." 

xxxn. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  to  add  to  the  confusion, 
perplexity,  and  distress  of  the  Nabob's  afiairs,  did  send  to 
his  court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  resident  and  an  assist- 
ant resident)  two  secret  agents.  Major  Palmer  and  Major 
Davy,  and  did  instruct  Major  Palmer  to  make  a  variety  of 
new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  Company  of  £600,000 
sterling,  although  he  well  knew  the  Nabob  was  himself 
heavily  in  arrear  to  the  Company,  and  was  utterly  unable  to 
discharge  the  same,  as  well  as  m  arrear  to  his  own  troops, 
and  to  many  individuals,  and  that  he  borrowed  (when  ne 
could  at  all  borrow)  at  an  interest  of  near  80  per  cent. 
To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or  unlawful  present 
to  himself,  to  the  amount  of  £100,000  sterling,  which  he 
did  not  refuse  as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  tn- 
delicate  in  the  Nabob's  present  situation ;  ana  did,  as  if  the 
same  was  his  own  property,  presume  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to 
desire  the  transfer  of  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  Company 
his  masters.     To  this  second  demand  he  the  said  Hastings 
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nddod  a  third  demand  of  £120,000  sterling,  for  four  ad- 
ditional regiments  on  the  Nabob's  list,  after  he  had  solemiilj 
en^ajijod  to  take  off  the  ton,  with  which  it  had  been  burtheo- 
ed  ;  11)6  whole  of  the  claims  through  his  private  agent  afore- 
said making  the  sum  of  £820,000  sterling. 

XXXIII. 

That  the  demands,  claims,  &c.  made  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  upon  the  government  of  Oude  in  that  year,  amount- 
ed to  the  enormous  sum  of  £2,530,000  sterling,  and  being 
joined  to  the  arrears  to  troops,  and  some  internal  failures, 
amounting  to  £255,000  sterling  more,  the  whole  charge  arose 
to  £2,785,000  sterling ;  which  was  considerably  more  than 
double  the  net  produce  of  the  Nabob's  revenue,  the  same 
only  amounting  to  £1,450,000  *' nominal  revenue,  never 
completely  realized." 

XXXIY. 

That  towards  providing  for  these  extravagant  demands,  he 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  direct  and  authorize  another 
breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar. 
For  whereas  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  it 
was  left  to  the  Nabob's  discretion,  whether  or  not  he  should 
resume  the  landed  estates  called  jaghires,  within  his  do- 
minions ;  and  notwithstanding  the  said  Hastings,  in  defence 
of  the  said  article,  did  declare,  that  the  Nabob  should  be  left 
to  the  exercise  of  his  own  authority  and  pleasure  respecting 
th(^m,  yet  he  the  said  Hastings  did  authorize  a  violent  com- 
pulsion to  be  used  towards  tlie  said  Nabob  for  accomplishing 
an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  landed  property; 
and  in  so  doing  lie  did  also  compel  the  Nabob  to  break  his 
faith  with  all  the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  in 
violating  the  assurance  of  liis  own  original  grants,  but  his 
assurance  recently  given,  when,  being  pressed  by  the  Com- 
pany, lie  [the  Nabob]  liad  made  a  temporary  seizure  of  the 
profits  of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  of  a  compulsory 
loan,  for  the  re-payment  of  which  he  gave  his  bonds  and 
obli<j^ations  ;  and  although  he  had  at  the  same  time  solemnly 
)lo(lgod  his  faith,  that  he  never  would  again  resort  to  the 
ik(i  oppressive  measure,  yet  he  the  said  AVarren  Hastings 
did  cause  him  to  be  compelled  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  at 
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least  sixty-seven  of  the  principal  persons  of  his  country, 
comprehending  therein  his  own  nearest  relations,  and  the 
ancient  friends  and  dependents  of  his  family ;  the  annual 
value  of  the  said  estates  thus  confiscated  amounting  to 
£435,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  upon  an  old  valuation,  but 
stated  by  the  resident  Middleton  as  being  found  to  yield 
considerably  more. 

XXXV. 

That  the  violent  and  unjust  measure  aforesaid,  subversive 
of  property,  utterly  destructive  of  several  ancient  and  con- 
siderable families,  and  most  dishonourable  to  the  British 
government,  did  produce  an  universal  discontent,  and  the 
greatest  confusion  throughout  the  whole  country ;  the  said 
confiscated  lands  being  on  this  occasion  put  to  rack-rents, 
and  the  people  grievously  oppressed.  And  to  prevent  a 
possibility  of  redress,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  the 
said  confiscated  estates  were  mortgaged  (it  appearing  other- 
wise impracticable  to  make  an  approach  towards  satisfying 
the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  said  Hastings)  for  a  great 
sum  to  certain  usurious  bankers  or  money  dealers  at  Benares. 

XXXYI. 

That  besides  these  enormous  demands,  which  were  in  part 
made  for  the  support  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  British 
officers,  which  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  ought  to  have  been 
removed,  very  large  extra  charges,  not  belonging  to  the  mili- 
tary list  of  the  said  Nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and 
pensions,  were  continued,  and  others  newly  put  on,  since 
the  treaty  of  Chunar,  namely,  an  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  of  15,554  rupees  per  month,  (being  upwards  of 
£18,664  sterling  a  year,)  and  an  allowance  to  Trevor  Wheler, 
Esquire,  of  5000  rupees  per  month,  (or  £6000  sterling,  and 
upwards,  a  year,)  and  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of 
a  military  nature,  to  British  subjects  amounting  to  little  less 
than  £140,000  yearly ;  and  if  other  allowances,  not  included 
in  the  estimate,  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  that 
sum,  besides  much  more,  which  may  justly  be  suspected  to 
have  been  paid,  no  part  whereof  nad  at  that  time  been 
brought  forward  to  any  public  account. 
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XXXVII. 

That  the  commander  of  one  of  these  corps,  of  whose  bur- 
then the  said  Nabob  did  complain,  was  Lieut.- Colouel  Alex- 
ander llaunay,  who  did  farm  the  revenues  of  certain  districts 
c-alU'd  Baraitch  and  Gorachpore,  which  the  said  Hastings,  in 
thi'  ninth  article  of  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Bristow,  did 
estiinato  at  23  lacka  of  rupees,  or  £230,000  per  annum;  but 
under  his  the  said  liannay's  management  the  collections  did 
very  greatly  decline ;  complaints  were  made,  that  the  coun- 
tries aforesaid  were  harassed  and  oppressed,  and  the  same 
(lid  fall  into  confusion — and,  at  last,  the  inhabitants  broke 
out  into  a  general  rebellion. 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  far  greater  part  of  the  said  heavy  list  was  au- 
thorized or  ordered  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  hia  own  corrupt  influence.  For  it 
do  til  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  he  did  pretend,  in  con- 
formity to  the  treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  to  remove  the 
Company's  servants,  "  civil  and  military,  from  the  court 
and  service  of  the  vizier,"  he  did  assert,  that  he  thereby 
did  '*  diminish  his  ow?i  influence,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
colleagues,  by  narrowing  the  line  of  patronage ;^^  which 
proves,  that  the  offices,  pensions,  and  other  emoluments 
aforesaid,  in  Oude,  were  of  Jm  patronage,  as  his  patronage 
could  not  be  diminished  by  taking  away  the  said  oflfices, 
&c.,  luiless  the  same  had  been  substantially  of  his  gift; 
and  he  did,  at  the  tiine  of  the  pretended  reformation  afore- 
said, express  both  his  knowledj;e  of  the  existence  of  the 
said  excessive  and  abusive  establishments,  and  his  sense  of 
his  duty  in  taking  them  away  ;  for  in  agreeing  to  the  article 
in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  abolishing  the  said  establish- 
ments, he  did  declare  himself  "  actuated  solely  by  motives  of 
justice  to  the  Nabob,  and  a  n^gard  to  the  honour  of  our  nO' 
tioual  character ;"  and,  according  to  his  own  representation, 
the  said  servants  of  the  Company,  civil  and  military,  "  by 
their  immbers,  their  influence,  and  the  enormous  amount  o( 
their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  were  an  intolerable 
burthc^n  on  tlu^  revenues  and  authority  of  the  vizier ;  and 
exposed  us  to  the  env?/  a7id  resentment  of  the  whole  country, 


AGAINST   WABEEN   HASTINGS.  443 

by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  vizier 
from  the  rewards  of  their  services  and  attachment.'* 


That  the  revenue  of  the  country  being  anticipated,  mort- 
gaged, and  dilapidated  by  the  counsel,  concurrence,  conniv- 
ance, and  influence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  civil  government,  magistracy,  and 
administration  of  justice,  graduily  declined,  and  at  length 
totally  ceased  through  the  whole  of  the  vast  provinces  which 
compose  the  territory  of  Oude ;  and  no  power  was  visible 
therein  but  that  of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by 
bodies  of  troops  to  enforce  the  collections ;  insomuch  that 
robberies,  assassinations,  and  acts  of  every  description  of 
outrage  and  violence,  were  perpetrated  with  impunity  ;  and 
even  in  the  capital  city  of  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the  sove- 
reign power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice  whatever  to  take 
cognizance  of  such  offences. 

XL. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he  did  interfere  in 
the  government  of  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  inter- 
fere for  the  good  purposes  of  government,  and  not  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  extorting  money  therefrom,  and  enriching  his 
own  dependents,  which  latter  purpose  alone  he  did  effect  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned,  but  not  one  of  the  former. 
For  the  said  Hastings,  having  procured  the  extraordinary 
powers  given  by  him  and  to  himself  by  his  delegation  of  the 
3rd  of  July,  1781,  did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose, among  many  others,  "  of  assisting  the  Nabob  vizier  in 
forming  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  his  government,  and  the  improvement  of 
his  revenue."  And  in  consequence  of  the  said  powers  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an 
article  from  the  Nabob,  by  which  the  said  Nabob  did  pro- 
mise to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of  his  civil 
administration ;  and  he  did  give  certain  instructions  to  the 
resident  Middleton,  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the 
most  implicit  obedience ;  and  did  in  one  article  thereof  direct 
him  to  urge  the  Nabob  to  endeavour  gradually,  if  it  could 
not  be  done  at  once,  to  establish  courts  of  adawlet,  [justice,] 
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and  that  the  daro^as,  [chief  criminal  magistrates,]  moulabies, 
[Consulting  or  assistant  lawyers,]  and  other  officers,  should  be 
8i'l(M!ted  by  the  niinistera,  with  his  the  resident's  concurrence: 
and  afterwards,  in  liis  instructions  to  the  resident  Bristow, 
desiring  liim  to  pursue  the  same  object,  he  declared  his 
opinion,  "  that  the  want  of  such  courts,  and  the  extreme 
licentiousness  occasioned  thereby,  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
reputable defects  in  his  Highness  the  Nabob's  government. 
And  that  while  they  do  not  exist,  every  man  knows  the 
hazard,  wliieli  he  incurs  in  lending  his  money."  But  he  did 
give  him  the  said  resident  no  positive  instruction  concerning 
the  same,  supposing  the  establishment  of  such  courts  a  mat- 
ter of*  dillieulty ;  and  did  therefore  leave  him  a  latitude  in  his 
I)r()ceedings  therein. 

XLI. 

That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  however,  in  conformity 
to  tlu>  said  instructions,  at  last,  given  with  such  latitude,  en- 
deavour to  prevail  on  the  said  minister  gradually  to  intro- 
duce courts  of  justice  for  the  cognizance  of  crimes,  by  begin- 
ning to  establish  a  criminal  court  under  a  native  judge,  to 
judge  according  to  the  Mahomedan  law  in  the  city  of  Luck- 
now.  But  liyder  Beg  Khan,  a  minister  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings's  nomination,  and  solely  dependent  upon  him,  did 
elude  and  obstruct,  and  in  the  end  totally  defeat,  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  same. 

XLII. 

That  the  obstruction  aforesaid,  and  the  evil  consequences 
ther(»()f,  were  duly  represented  to  the  said  Hastings;  and 
though  till*  said  JIastings  had  made  it  the  fourth  article  of  a 
criminal  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  "that  he 
did  not  re])()rt  to  the  governor-general,  or  to  the  board,  the 
])i'()gress  which  he  liad  made  from  tmie  to  time  in  his  en- 
deavours to  comply  with  his  instructions;  and  that,  if  he 
met  with  any  impediments  in  the  execution  of  them,  he  had 
omitted  to  state  those  impediments,  and  to  apply  for  fresh 
orders  upon  them;" — yet  he  the  said  JIastings  did  give  no 
manner  of  su[)port  to  the  resident  Bristow  against  the  said 
IlydiT  1kg  Khan,  and  did  not  even  answer  several  of  his 
letters,  the  said  Bristow' s  letters,  stating  the  said  impedi- 
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ments,  or  take  any  notice  of  his  remonstrances  ;  but  did  at 
length  revoke  his  own  instructions,  declaring,  that  he,  the 
said  resident,  should  not  presume  to  act  upon  the  same  ;  and 
yet  did  not  furnish  him  with  any  others,  upon  which  he 
might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Hydep  J3eg  Khan  in  the 
obstruction  by  him  given  to  the  performance  of  the  first  and 
fundamental  duty  of  all  g6vemment ;  namely,  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  subject  against  wrong  and  violence. 

XLIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  afterwards  proceed  to  the 
length  of  criminating  the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  for  his 
endeavours  to  establish  the  said  necessary  court,  as  an  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  Nabob's  government ;  when,  if 
the  Nabob  in  his  own  proper  person  and  character,  and  not 
the  aforesaid  Hyder  Beg,  (who  was  a  creature  of  the  said 
Hastings,)  had  opposed  the  re-establishment  of  justice  in 
the  said  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  ^  Hastings  to 
have  pressed  the  same  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  his 
influence.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  pretended 
attention  to  the  Nabob's  authority,  when  exercised  by  his 
the  said  Hastings's  minister  to  prevent  the  establishment  of 
courts  of  justice  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  did  not  hesitate,  in  the  case  of  the 
confiscation  of  the  jaghires,  and  the  proceedings  against  the 
mother  and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob,  totally  to  super- 
sede his  authority,  and  to  force  his  inclinations  in  acts, 
which  overturned  all  the  laws  of  property,  and  offered  violence 
to  all  the  sentiments  of  natural  affection  and  duty ;  and 
accusing  at  the  same  time  his  instruments  for  not  going  to 
the  utmost  lengths  in  the  execution  of  his  said  orders,  is  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

XLIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings  did  highly  aggravate  his  offence  in 
discountenancing  and  discouraging  the  re-establishment  of 
magistracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of  Oude,  inas- 
much as  he  did  in  the  eighth  article  of  his  instructions  to 
the  resident  order  him  to  exercise  powers,  which  ought  to  liave 
been  exercised  by  lawful  magistrates,  and  in  a  manner  agree- 
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able  to  law.  And  in  the  said  article  be  did  state  the  pren- 
U'lUH'  af  rebellion  in  the  said  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion 
coulil  exist  in  a  conutr}',  in  which  there  was  no  magistracy, 
aiul  no  protection  for  life  or  property,  and  in  which  the 
native  authority  had  no  force  whatever;  and  in  which  he 
hiuitself  states  the  exercise  of  British  authority  to  be  an  ab- 
»olule  usurpation :  and  he  did  accordingly  direct  a  rigorous 
I)roseoution  against  the  oftence  of  rebellion  under  such  at- 
eumstanees,  but  "  with  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry,"  when 
lie  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of  those  courts  of  jus- 
tice and  magistracy,  by  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  pre- 
vented, or  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to  the  same 
eould  be  had.  And  particularly  he  did  instruct  the  said  re- 
sident to  obtain  the  Nabob's  order  for  employing  some  sure 
means  for  apprehending  certain  zemindars,  and  particularly 
tlirtH',  in  the  instruction  named,  whom  he  the  said  Hastings 
did  cause  to  be  apprehended  upon  what  he  calls  good  inform- 
atiou,  founded  upon  some  facts,  to  which  he  asserts  he  haa 
the  tesliinony  of  several  witnesses,  "that  they  had  the  de- 
struction of  Colonel  Kannay,  and  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, as  their  innnediato  object,  and  ultimately  the  extirpap 
tion  of  the  English  influence  and  power  throughout  all  the 
>»abob's  dominions ; "  and  that  they  did  still  persevere  in 
thtur  rebellious  conduct  without  deviation,  "though  the 
Nabob's,  and  not  our  government,  was  then  the  object  of  it." 
And  he  did  direct  the  said  resident,  if  it  should  appear,  "on 
afdir  and  regular  inquiry/,  that  their  conduct  towards  the 
]Val)ob  liad  been  such  as  it  had  been  reported  to  be,  to  in- 
sist upon  the  Nabob's  pimishing  them  with  death;  and  to 
tre.'it  with  the  same  rigour  every  zemindar,  and  every  subject, 
who  shall  be  the  leader  in  a  rebellion  against  his  authority." 

XLY. 

That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastngs,  in  his  procedure 
aforesaid,  was  further  highly  aggravated  by  his  having  received 
information  of  several  striking  circumstances,  which  strongly 
iu(lical(ul  the  necessity  of  a  ivgular  magistracy  and  a  legal 
judicature,  from  the  total  failure  of  justice,  affecting  not  only 
the  sul)j(»cts  at  large,  but  even  the  reigning  family  itself;  as 
also  of  the  causes  wliy  no  legal  magistracy  could  exist,  and 
why  the  ])i'inct»s  of  the  reigning  family  were  not  only  exposed 
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to  the  attacks  of  assassins,  but  even  to  a  want  of  the  protec- 
tion, which  might  be  had  from  their  servants  and  attendants, 
who  were  driven  from  their  masters  for  want  of  that  main- 
tenance, which  the  princes  their  masters  could  not  procure, 
even  for  themselves.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  were 
detailed  to  him  the  said  Hastings  by  the  resident  Bristow,  in 
a  letter  from  Lucknow,  dated  the  29th  January,  1784,  to  the 
governor-general  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  council 
of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following  : 

"  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders  perpetrated  in  his 
Excellency's,  the  vizier's,  dominions,  have  been  too  often  the 
subject  of  my  representations  to  your  honourable  board. 
Prom  the  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day  elapses  but  I 
am  informed  of  some  tragical  event,  whereof  the  bare  recital 
is  shocking  to  humanity.  About  two  months  since  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  assassinate  Bajah  Ticket  Boy,  the  acting 
minister's  confidential  agent,  but  he  happily  escaped  un- 
hurt. Nabob  Behadre,  his  Highnesses  brother,  has  not  been 
so  fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  two  of  his 
letters  to  me,  No.  1,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for 
your  information.  Although  my  feelings  are  sensibly  hurt, 
and  my  compassion  strongly  excited,  by  the  disgraceful  and 
miserable  state  of  poverty,  to  which  his  Excellency* s  brothers 
are  reduced,  yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
interfere  with  effect.  My  efforts  on  a  former  occasion  failed 
of  success,  and  my  interposition  now  would  only  excite  the  re- 
sentment of  the  minister  towards  the  unhappy  sufferers,  in 
consequence  of  their  application  to  me,  from  whom  alone, 
however,  they  hope  for  relief  from  their  present  distress,  which, 
their  near  connexion  with  the  vizier  considered,  is  both 
shameful  and  unprecedented.  That  no  regular  courts  of 
justice  have  been  established  in  this  country  is  particularly 
pointed  at  in  my  instructions,  as  the  most  disreputable  defect 
in  his  Highness's  government ;  yet  the  minister  seems  de- 
termined on  abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary  an 
institution.  The  office  of  chief  justice,  as  held  by  Molovy 
Morobiue,  was  ever  nugatory,  but  now  it  is  simk  into  the 
lowest  contempt.  The  original  establishment,  inadequate  as 
it  .was,  is  mouldering  away,  and  the  officers  now  attached  to 
it  are  literally  starving,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has  been 
paid  for  above  six  months  past.     He  himself  has  proposed  to 
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r(^!iifj;ii  his  appointment,  being  every  way  precluded  from  a 
possibility  ot  exercising  the  duties  of  it." 

XLVI. 

Tliat  it  appears  by  the  said  letter,  and  the  papers  there- 
with transmitted,  as  well  as  other  documents  in  the  said 
correspondenco,  tliut  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought 
upon  the  Nabob's  iinances,  certain  of  the  princes  his  bre- 
thi'cn,  the  children  of  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of 
the  country,  were  put  upon  pensions  unsuitable  to  their 
birth  and  rank,  and  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  minister 
aforesaid,  (appointed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  for  two 
years  together  no  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate 
pension  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  maintain  the  at- 
tendants necessary  for  their  protection  in  a  city,  in  which 
all  nia<j;istraoy  and  justice  was  abolished,  they  were  not  only 
liable  to  suller  the  greatest  extremities  of  penury,  but  their 
lives  were  exposed  to  the  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condi- 
tion of  one  of  the  said  princes,  called  the  Nabob  Bahadur,  is  I 
by  liiuiself  strongly  expressed  in  thrtu)  letters  to  the  said  re-  ' 
sident  Bristow,  the  iirst  dated  the  28th  of  December,  1783;  I 
tin*  s(^c()nd  tlie  7tli  of  January,  1784 ;  and  the  third,  the  15th  ' 
of  .January,  1781 ;  whicrh  letters  were  duly  transmitted  in  the 
(lesj)atc*ii  of  the  2J)th  of  the  same  month  to  AVarren  Hastings,  i 
Esquire,  and  are  as  follow: 

''  Vour  own  servant  carried  you  the  account  of  what  he     ■ 
liimself  was  an  eye-witness  to,  after  the  affair  of  last  night. 
These  ar(j  the  particulars : — about  midnight  my  aunt  received    | 
twelve  wounds  from  a  ruffian,  of  which  she  died.     I  also  re- 
eiMved  six  successive  stabs,  which  alarmed  the  people  of  the 
house,  who  set  up  a  shouting ;  whereupon  the  assassin  run 
oil'.      I  besides  being  without  food  or  the  means  of  providing 
any,  this  misfortune  has  befallen  me.    /  am  desirous  of  send- 
i/ff/  the  coffin  to  your  door.     It  is  your  duty,  botli  ibr  the 
sake  of  (iod  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  justice,  and  to  inquire 
what;  harm  I  liave  done  to  the  nuirderer  sufficient  to  deserve 
:issassinaiion,  or  even  injury.      Yo\i  now  stand  in  the  place  of 
/lis  KrccUency  the  vizier.     I  request  you  will  do  me  justice. 
What  more  can  I  say?" 

P.  8.  **  1  am  also  desirous  to  show  you  my  wounds." 
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rrom  the  same,  29th  January,  1784. 


"  Ton  have  been  duly  inforftied  of  all  the  circumBtanceB 
relative  both  to  the  murder  of  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being 
wounded,  aa  well  by  my  former  letter,  as  by  the  messenger, 
■whom  you  Bent  to  inquire  into  the  etate  of  my  health ;  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  hope  from  your  known  kindnesB,  that 
you  wOl  not  be  deficient  in  seeking  out  the  asaassin.  I  am 
at  this  moment  (merwhelmed  in  misfortune.  WktUt  the  blood 
is  Jlowing  from  my  wounda,  neither  I,  nor  my  children,.nor 
my  lervattts,  have  w/tereieilhal  to  procure  tubmtenee;  nor 
have  I  it  in  my  power  either  to  purchase  remedies,  or  to  re- 
ward the  physician — 'tis  for  the  sake  of  God  alone,  that  he 
attends  me.    Thus  loaded  with  calamitr  upon  calamity,  I  am 
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unable  to  support  life,  for  I  find  no  relief  from  any  affliction 
either  day  or  night.  Do  you  now  stand  in  the  place  of  mv 
father ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by  speedy  acts  of  benevolence. 


"  For  these  last  two  years  hia  Excellency  establiahed  a 
pension  for  me  of  twenty  thousand  rupees  ;  but  I  never  re- 
ceived the  full  amount  of  it,  either  last  vear  or  the  year  be- 
fore. Should  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  ttough  inadequate  to 
my  desires,  I  shall  still  be  enabled  to  support  myself.  From 
the  beginning  of  this  year  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  farthing,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  though,  if  vou  afford 
protection  to  the  oppressed,  all  my  wishes  will  oe  accom- 
plished. I  was  desiKiua  of  waiting  on  you  vrith  my  family, 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witness  to  their  condition ;  but 
I  was  advised  not  to  stir  out  on  account  of  my  wounds. 
What  more  can  I  sayP" 

The  following  extracts  are  made  from  the  third  letter  from  the 

same  prince  I  dated  January  15,  1784. 
"  The  particidara  of  the  late  and  unforeseen  miafortun*^ 
with  which  I  have  been  overwhelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto 
you ;  that  the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  the  prop  and  ruler 
of  my  family,  was  shed,  and  in  the  same  manner  I  too  was 
wounded.     Until  now  I  feel  the  pain  and  affliction  of  my 
wounds ;  and  no  person  has  regarded  my  solicitations  fc 
dress,  sought  after  the  assassin,  and  brought  him  to  cor. 
punishment,  yourself  excepted." — "  In  like  manner,  as  the 
honourable  governor-general  has  adopted  my  brother  Saadut 
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illy  Cttwn  for  his  non,  nnd  relievi^d  him  from  the  veiation, 
ffliction,  nnd  di'|ienileiice  of  thia  plucc,  would  it  he  eitraor- 
isnry,  that  you  also  should,  in  your  bounty  and  favour,  eon- 
Hit  to  ftdopt  me,  who  do  not  possess  the  secessarieB  of  life, 
i  permit  me  to  attend  you  to  whatever  part  of  the  world 
n  may  travel,  whereby  1  shall  at  all  times  derive  honour 
d  itdvnntn|;c  ?     Formerly,  ub  three  brothers,  Saadut  Ally, 
Ejmui  Juugly,  and  I,  the  poor  and  oppressed,  were,  in  the 
Ksence  of  our  blessed  lather,  whose  aoul  reets  in  hearen, 
eated  alike.     Now  the  minlatere  of  this  government  put 
'toe  upon  a  footing  with  our  younger  brothers,  who  have 
lately  left  the  zenana,  and  whose  eipenses  are  small.     On 
this  scale,  which  is  in  every  respect  insufficient  for  my  maiu- 
tonance,  they  pay  the  pitiful  alhwance  only  tohen  it  is  their 
pleatuit  lo  do  it.     My  situation  has  for  years  past  been  in- 
oreasing  in  wretchedness  to  n  degree,  that  J  am  in  iDant  ef 
dai/jf  bread,  and  mi/  servants  and  ammalt  are  dffing  ofhttngtr. 
My  dialratet  are  to  great,  that  I  have  not  been  able  lo  pag  a 
.    doiiflt  to  the  turgeont  for  the  t^ure  of  my  ipotmdt ;  and  they 
W'loo  are  diecottraged  from  affording  me  their  asMitarttt,  or 
^^miahirtg  me  with  medieina.    How  then  is  it  poBuible  for 
Sie  to  exist  P     Considering  you  as  my  patron,  partidpatiDg 
in  my  aSictious,  I  have  represented  the  circumstances  con- 
cemiuB  my  situation :  and  I  hope  from  jour  friendekip,  that 
you  wfll  honour  me  with  a  favourable  answer." 

XLTH. 

The  resident  Bristow  did  also  receive  a  strong  application 
'row.  three  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning  sovereign, 

'led  Mirzfl  Hyder  Ali,  Mirza  Etmayut  Ali,  and  Mirza  9yef 

i,  representing  their  very  pitiable  case,  in  a,  letter  of  the 

jth  of  March,  1783,  in  wlueh,  among  other  pMliculara,  are 
'  mtainfid  the  following: 

"  Our  situation  ia  not  fit  to  be  represented.    For  tmo  yean 

t  have  not  received  a  hudha  on  account  of  our  tnncaw, 
■asaignnieat  on  the  revenue,}  though  the  ministers  have  an* 
finally  charged  a  lack  of  rupees,  and  never  paid  ua  anythiug- 
Afierall,  vje  are  the  torn  of  Svja  ul  Dowla  !  It  ia  surjiriaing, 
baving  such  a  friend  as  you,  our  situation  is  arrived  at  that 
pass,  that  WB  should  be  in  diatress  for  dn;  bread  and  clothtt. 

m.         ■     '  ... 


Tiereas  you  have  done  many  generous  acts,  be  pleased 


clothtt.    I 

ised  eo    I 
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to  show  US  your  faTour,  that  by  some  means  we  may  reeeiTe 
our  allowances  from  the  Company's  tre-asury,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit,  otLera  for  it." 

XL  VIII. 

That  one  of  the  princes  albresaid,  called  the  Mirza  Junglr, 
about  the  beginniug  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged  to  fly 
from  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  to  leave  hu 
country  and  conneuons ;  and  ae  the  resident  Bristow,  writ- 
ing  from  Lucknow,  hath  obserred,  "  he  went  to  try  his 
fortune  at  other  courts,  in  preference  to  starving  at  home, 
which  might  have  been  his  fate  by  all  accounts  at  this 
place."  And  the  said  prince  sougnt  for  succour  at  the 
court  of  one  of  the  neignbouring  Mahomedan  princes ;  but 
conceiving  some  disgust  at  the  treatment  he  met  with  there, 
he  deported  from  thence,  and  on  the  8tb  of  February,  1788, 
arrived  at  the  Mahratta  camp,  while  David  Anderson,  f^uire, 
was  there  in  the  character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Company,  with  a  view,  if  his  reception  there  should  not 
prove  answerable  to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  southward. 
And  the  said  Anderson,  probably  conNideriiig  this  event  aa 
of  very  great  importjince  to  the  honour  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, aa  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the  one  hand,  by  exhibit- 
ing the  son  and  the  brother  of  a  sovereign  prince,  irom  whom 
the  Company  had  received  many  niilliona  of  money,  a  fugitive 
from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  bread  tnrough  the 
courts  of  India ;  and  on  the  other,  the  conseq^uences  which 
might  arise  from  the  Mahrattaa  having  in  their  possession, 
and  under  their  influence,  a  son  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude, 
did  without  delay  advise  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the 
event  aforesaid ;  and  he  did  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  the 
resident  at  the  court  of  the  Nabob  vizier,  several  letters,  of 
the  9th  and  20th  of  Pebruary,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and 
6th  of  April,  1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  1)9 
taken  for  his  return,  and  establishment  in  his  own  countrj'. 
And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  the  resident  Bristow,  m 
his  letter  aforesaid,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince, 
brother  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  Mahratta 
camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  pitched  close  to  that  of 
Mr.  Anderson ;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mah- 
ratta general,  Sciadia,  he  8J:1:erwarda  removed :  and  that  he 
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ebowed  a  strong  attncliment  to  the  GogUsli,  and  was  incliiied 
to  throw  himself  upon  their  ^Dcrosity ;  that  he  wad  desirous 
of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  if  he,  the  aaid  An- 
denon,  "would  give  him  the  smallest  encouragement,  he 
would  quit  all  hia  follower*,  and  eome  alone,  and  would  ti^ 
up  his  residence  under  his  protection."  And  the  said  Axt- 
denoQ  did  declare,  that  he  thought  it  "  would  be  policy,  and 
Unch  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  that  some  provisioii 
■kould  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  our^tertitories. 

SilX. 

That  the  said  Briatow  did  represent  the  aforesaid  circum- 
stances  to  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  miniater  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
declaring  it  his  opinion,  "  that  his  Highness's  brothers  thus 
taking  refuge  witli  a  foreign  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the 
Tizier,  and  it  would  be  advisable,  that  an  allowance  should 
be  granted  to  him  upon  the  footing  of  his  brothers,  that  he 
might  remain  in  the  presence."  But  the  Nabob  was  in- 
duced to  re1\ise  to  hia  brother  any  offer  of  any  aUowanoe 
beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds  per  month,  allowed,  but 
not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers ;  and  which  the  said  prinoe 
did  observe  to  Mr.  Anderson,  "that  it  wns  not  only  inade- 
quate to  his  expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the  truth  was) 
than  what  bis  Excellency  has  settled  on  many  persons  of  in- 
ferior rank,  who  have  not  so  good  a  claim  to  his  snppott; 
and  that  it  woiUd  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  uve  at 
Xiucknow,  where  all  hia  friends  and  relations  were,  and  so 
many  of  his  inferiors  lived  in  a  state  of  affluence."  In 
case,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  increased,  he  requested  le»ve 
to  live  in  the  Company's  provinces,  or  at  Calcutta,  for  that 
in  any  of  these  situations  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty  regu- 
bte  bis  expenses."  And  he  did  declare,  that,  if  hia  request 
was  granted  to  him,  he  would  immediately  quit  all  his  pro- 
spects with  Scindia.  To  these  proptaitions  he  receivwl  a 
very  diseouragiDg  answer  fern  ms  brother's  minister,  con- 
taining a  positive  and  final  refusal  of  any  increase  of  allow- 
ance, obtaining  only  the  Nabob's  permission  to  retire  into 
the  Company's  provinces :  but  Mr.  Anderson  did  not  think 
himself  authorized  to  tako  any  steps  for  the  prince's  retreat 
into  the  said  province  without  Scindia's  concurrenee,  who, 
he  observed,  would  use  every  oit  to  detain  him ;  and  acoord- 


AQA1N8T  WAKHEN   UASTINC8. 


458        I 


ingly  did  offer  him  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  infantry, 
to  be  paid  directly  from  his  own  treasury,  and  £6000  sterl- 
ing a  year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horee,  and  to  settle 
upon  liim  a  landed  estate  of  £4000  a  year  aa  a  pro\-ision 
for  his  wife  and  children ;  which  honourable  offers  it  appears 
he  did  accept,  and  did  and  doth  remain  in  the  Mabratta 

L. 

That  during  the  vhole  course  of  this  transaction  the  said 
Waireii  Hastings  was  duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very 
early  letter  from  the  said  Anderson,  and  ai'terwardi  by  the 
resident  Bristow,  who,  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1783,  transmit- 
ted to  him  his  whole  correspondence  with  Mr.  Anderson. 
But  what  answer  or  instructions  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  appear,  he  not  having  re- 
corded anything  upon  that  subject.  But  it  appears,  that  to 
the  resident  Bristow,  w!io  required  to  be  informed  whether 
the  reception  of  the  fugitive  prince  aforesaid  in  the  Com- 
pany's provinces  would  meet  his  approbation,  he  gave  no 
answer  whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  or  worse, 
with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  of  the  Company,  who 
showed  a  strong  attachment  and  preference  to  the  English 
nation,  and  by  suffering  him,  without  any  known  effort  to 
prevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  and  fortunes  of  the 
Mahrattas,  who,  he  the  said  Hastings  well  knew,  did  keep 
up  claims  upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and 
had  with  diiScidty  been  persuaded  to  include  the  Nabob  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  he  having  suffered  him  first  to  languish 
at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  subsistence, 
and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  countenancing  no  negoti- 
ations, for  his  return  from  his  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at 
the  same  time  that  several  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  creatures 
had  each  of  them  allowances  much  more  considerable  thtm 
would  have  sufficed  for  the  satisfactiou  and  comfort  of  him 
the  said  fugitive  prince — was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanour, 

LI. 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  related  of  the  other 
brothers  of  the  Nabob  was  also  duly  transmitted  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  steps 
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rliatsocvrr  to  be  tnken  towwila  tlie  relief  of  the  (amily 
Igning  prince,  who  were  ilnily  in  dauger  of  perishing  by 
nine  tlmxigb  tlie  efll-L-t  of  his  measurea,  and  those  of  A 

pertOD.  whom  he  eupported  ia  power  againirC  the  will  and 

inclination  of  the  said  prince  and  hia  family. 

LII. 
Tliat  the  foregoing  inetonces  of  the  penary,  distrees,  du- 
persion,  and  esile  of  the  reieaiog  family,  aa  well  am  the 
~?neral  disorder  in  all  the  aftaira  of  Oude,  did  etroagly  «»■ 
rce  the  necessity  of  a  proper  use  of  the  British  iuflusnce 
■(the  only  real  government  then  existing)  in  the  province 
■feforesaid,  for  a  regulation  of  the  economy  of  the  viiiet's 
rcourt,  as  well  aa  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  public 
concerns,  civil  and  military,  which  were  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligatton 
to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  understand  it  to  be 
his  duty  bo  to  do ;  and  that  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the 
spirit  of  the  treatv  of  Chunar,  as  well  as  by  other  uniTersal 
powers  of  control,  and  even  of  supercession,  suj^oaed  t^ 
liim  to  exist  in  the  relation  between  the  British  eoveminent 
and  that  of  Oude,  and  accordingly  he  did,  in  his  mBtmctioilB 
to  the  resident  Middleton,  to  which  he  required  his  moat 
implicit  obedience,  direct  liim  to  an  interference  in  and  COl^ 
trol  upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues,  the  militsilj' 
arrongementB,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the  Nabob's 
government. 

Liir. 

That  upon  hia  recall  of  the  said  Middleton,  he,  in  his  in- 
structions to  the  resident  Bristow,  dated  23rd  of  October, 
1781,  did  at  large  set  forth  the  situation  of  the  court  and 

Eemment  of  Oude,  the  situation  and  character  of  the 
bob,  of  the  acting  minister,  and  of  the  British  resident  at 
t  court ;  and  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  vrithout  reserve, 
describe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  he  exercised  by  the 
last  of  these  persons,  as  well  as  the  unqualified  compliiuin) 

tto  be  espected  from  the  two  former.  And  he  did  accordingly 
declare,  that  "from  the  nature  of  our  connexion  wilk  IM. 
government  of  Oude,  and  from  the  N^abob's  incapacity,  a  at- 
txiritj/  wis  for  ever  exist,  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a 
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upon  the  reaourcea  of  hia  country,  of  exercising  ati  influenee, 
and  frequently  substituting  it  ENTIRELY,  in  the  place  of 
an  avotced  and  constitutional  autkorib/  in  the  administralMM 
of  hit  {the  Naboh'i)  government;"  and  he  did  further  in  the 
said  inatructiona,  namely,  in  instruction  the  fourth,  direct 
the  aaid  resident  in  the  words  following : — "  I  must  have  re- 
course  to  you  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  ayaten  in  that 
government ;  nor  can  I  omit,  wbilst  I  eipresa  my  reliance 
on  you  for  that  purpoae,  to  repeat  the  aentimenta,  whieh  I 
eipresaed  in  the  verbal  instructions,  which  I  gave  at  your 
departure,  that  there  can  be  no  medium  in  the  relation  be- 
tween the  resident  and  t/ie  minister,  but  either  the  resident 
must  be  the  slave  and  vassal  of  the  minister,  or  the  minister  at 
the  absolute  disposal  of  the  resident,'"  And  he  the  aaid  llast- 
inga  did  state,  in  the  same  article  of  the  instructions  afore- 
said, that  though  the  conduct  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kbaa 
had  been  highly  reprehensible,  and  that  he  was  much  dia- 
pleaaed  thereat,  be  would  prefer  him  to  any  other,  on  ac- 
count of  hia  ability  and  knowledge  of  buainesa,  with  the 
following  proviBo,  "  if  he  would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on 
such  conditions  as  I  require.  He  exiBta  by  Ina  dependence 
on  the  influence  of  our  government.  It  muat  be  advisable 
to  try  him  by  the  mode  of  conciliation  j  at  the  same  time 
that  in  your  Jitial  conversation  with  him  it  will  be  neefiasary 
to  declare  to  him,  in  the  plainest  terms,  the  footing  and  con- 
dition, on  which  he  aliall  be  permitted  to  retain  hia  place, 
with  the  alternative  of  a  dismisaion,  and  a  scrutiny  into  hia 
conduct,  if  he  refuses  it.  In  the  flrat  place,  I  will  not  re- 
ceive from  the  Nabob,  as  his,  letters  dictated  by  the  spirit  of 
opposition;  hut  shall  conaider  every  auch  attempt  as  an  in- 
sult  on  our  government.  In  the  second  place,  I  ahall  expect, 
that  nothing  is  done  in  his  official  character  but  with  your 
knowledge  and  participation." 

LIV.  "^M 

That  the  aaid  Hastings  having  described,  in  the  manii^^ 
aforesaid,  the  relative  situation  of  the  reaident  and  minister,  * 
he  did  state  also  the  relative  aituation  of  the  aaid  minister 
and  his  master  the  Nabob,  declaring,  "  that  the  minister  did 
hold  without  control  the  uoparticipated  and  entire  adminig- 
tration,  with  all  the  powers  annexed  to  that  government ; 
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llkf  Nabob  heiaff,  as  ke  errr  mtut  be  in  the  handt  of  some  per- 
,  a  mere  cipher  in  his"  [the  minis ter'a].  And  having 
8  stated  the  subordination  of  the  mtaiBter  to  the  resident, 
taid  the  Bubordination  of  tbe  Nabob  to  the  ininiBter,  he  did 
jflturally  declare,  "  that  tbe  first  sbaro  of  the  responfiibilitj 
Would  rp«t  upon  the  aaid  reaident."  And  he  did  further  de- 
'  clare,  "  that  the  other  conditions  did  follow  diatincU^^^ 
their  places,  because  be  did  cantuter  the  resideTtt  as  foj^^l 
tibk/or  them."  ^H 

That  for  tbe  direction  of  tbe  resident  in  the  eierdge  of  M 
critical  a  trust,  wherein  all  the  true  and  fiubstantial  powers 
of  govemiuent  were  in  an  inverted  relation  and  proportion 
to  the  official  and  ostensible  authorities,  and  in  which  the 
iflaid  Hastings  did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing 
[for  oiercisine  an  influence,  and  frequently  for  subatitutmg 
entirety  the  British  authority  "  in  the  place  of  the  avowed 
and  constitutional  government,"  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 
properly  leave  to  the  resident  a  discretionary  power  lor  his 
deviation  from  any  part  of  bis  iustruetions ;  interposing  a 
caution  for  bis  securitv  and  direction,  that,  aa  much  as  he 
could,  bo  would  leave  the  subject  free  for  his  (the  said  Hast^ 
icgs's)  correction  of  it;  and  would  instantly  inlbrm  him,  or 
the  board,  according  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his 
reasons  for  it, 

LVI. 


tice,  ^^^H 


That  besides  the  institution  of  the  courts  of  justice,  ■ 

fore  recited,  four  other  principal  objects  in  the  reform^ 

of  tbe  affairs  of  Oude  were  eipressly  recommended  to  &» 
residents  Middleton  and  Bristow,  and  must  be  understood  to 
be  the  conditions,  upon  which  the  aaid  Hastings  must  have 
meant  to  have  it  understood,  that  the  acting  minister  of 
Oude  was  to  hold  his  employment,  namely,  the  limitation  of 
the  Nabob's  personal  expenses ;  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
bob's troops  m  number,  and  the  change  in  arrangement ; 
tbe  appointment  of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues ;  and 

Ltbe  appointment  of  proper  officers  for  all  parts  of  the  execu- 

Vtive  adminiatratiou. 
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That  the  first  object,  namely,  tliat  of  the  limitation  of  the 
^Nabob's  personal  expenses,  and  aeparating  them  from  the 
public  establishments,  he  the  said  HastingB  did  state  aa  the 
first  and  fundamental  part  of  bis  regulation,  and  that  upon 
which  all  the  others  would  depend ;  and  did  declare,  "  that 
in  order  to  prevent  the  vizier'a  alliance  from  being  a  clog  in- 
stead of  an  aid  to  the  Company,  the  matt  eaettlieu  part  is  to 
liTnitanA  teparate  hia  personal  disbursements  from  ttie  publio 
accounts  ;  (key  must  not  exceed  what  he  has  received  in  any 
of  the  last  three  years."  And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and 
disbursements,  he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  inatrue- 
tions,  wholly  withdraw  them  &om  the  personal  management 
or  interference  of  the  Nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 
direct,  "  that  they  should  be  under  the  loU  management  of 
the  ministers,  with  the  resident's  concurrence,"  And  on 
the  appointment  of  the  resident  Bristow  in  October,  1782, 
he  the  said  Hastings  did  order  and  direct  him  in  every  point 
of  the  instructions  to  Middleton,  not  revoked  or  qualified  by 
hta  then  instructions,  to  which  ho  did  require  bis  [the  said 
resident  Briatow's]  "moat  attentive  and  literal  obedience." 

LVIII. 
That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did,  in  consequence  of  the 
renewal  to  him  of  the  said  instructions  as  aforesaid,  endeavour 
to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  Nabob's  expenses ;  but  he  was 
in  that  particular  traversed  and  counteracted,  and  in  the  end 
wholly  defeated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kh^.  And 
though  the' obstructions  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  Middleton,  and  to  him  the  said  Bristow,  were 
represented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  resident 
aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  give  no  kind  of 
support  to  the  said  resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  en- 
abling him,  the  said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  aaid  necessary 
limitation  and  distribution  of  expenses,  by  himself  the  said 
Hastings  ordered  and  prescribed ;  nor,  if  he  disapproved  the 
proceecGnffs  of  the  aaid  resident,  did  he  give  him  any  in- 
struction tor  the  forbearance  of  the  same,  or  for  the  exerting 
hia  duty  in  any  other  mode ;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illustra- 
tion Irom  him  of  anything  doubtful  in  his  correspondence, 
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Llior  itntc  to  him  any  comnlaint  made  jinTntelj  

|duct,  ill  nrdifr  to  rt^i^eive  tht-reon  an  explanation ;  but  he  £d 

fere  )iim  to  pursue,  at  hia  discrelion,  the  etteneive  pomn 
on  described,  to  effect  the  reforniation,  vhich  he  mr 
[  directed  to  ncconipliah  under  the  responsibility  denounced  to 
r  Uroua&resaid.iniesbmildfailtherein,  aahe  was  supposed  ta 
be  Bubstaatially  invested  with  all  the  poirets  of  goTemmoiit. 

LIX. 

That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  instruction,  be  lb 

id  Uastiogs  did  countenance,  or  mors  probabl}'  canse  or 

direct,  a  representation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting 
minister  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  complaining  grierouslj'  id 
the  proceedings  of  the  resident  aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on 
the  Nabob's  authority,  and  iudigoities  on  his  person.  And 
(•Ithough  he  the  said  Hastings  did  instruct  the  resident 
Bristow  to  inform  tiie  said  Hyder  Beg  Khln,  that  he  would 
not  receive  from  the  Nabob,  as  Aw,  letters  directed  by  the 
spirit  of  opposition,  hut  should  consider  every  such  attempt 
aa  his  [tlie  minister's]  as  an  insult  on  our  government,  yet 
he  did  receive,  as  kii,  the  Nabob's  own  letters,  and  aa  written 
from  the  impressions  on  his  own  mind,  and  as  the  suggestions 
of  his  own  judgment,  letters  to  the  same  effect  as  those 
written  by  the  minister,  although  he  had  declared  upon  re- 
oord,  that  the  said  "  Nabob  was  a  mere  cipher  va  his  the 
said  minister's  haads,"  and  "  that  he  had  dared  to  use  both 
the  Nabob's  name,  and  even  his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either 
directed  to  the  Nabob,  or  wtitten  as  from  him  without  bis 
knowledge ;"  and  although  he  did  assert,  or  record  as  afore- 
said,  that  in  a  letter,  which  he  had  lately  received  from  the 
Nabob,  the  minister  had  the  presumption  to  make  the  Nabob 
declare  that  which  was  true,  to  befalse;  and  that  "his  moA- 
inff  tue  of  the  Nabob  in  such  a  manner  did  show  how  thin 
the  veil  was,  by  which  he  covered  A«  own  acts ;  and  that 
Buch  artitioes  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the  more 
Grimiual  from  ihe/alsehood  and  duplicity  with  w/iieh  they  u 
ataociated." 

LX. 
That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  upon  the  letters  pretended 
'"  'b  written  by  the  Nabob,  as  well  as  on  tJiose  act^^<d 
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written  by  the  minister,  without  previously  communicating 
the  matter  of  the  said  complaint  to  the  said  resident,  and  did 
give  credit  to  the  same;  and  coming  as  aforesaid  from  a 
person  by  himself  (the  said  Hastings)  charged  with  artifice, 
falsehood,  and  duplicity,  and  with  abusing  to  his  own  evil 
purposes  the  name  and  seal  of  his  master,  without  his  know- 
ledge, and  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  facts  and 
circumstances ;  and  did  thereon  ground  an  accusation  against 
the  said  resident,  Bristow,  before  the  board  at  Calcutta,  in 
which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of  the  said  Bristow,  in 
attempting  to  limit  the  household  expenses  of  the  Nabob,  as 
an  indignity,  "  which  no  man  living,  however  mean  his  rank 
in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in  it,  would  permit  to  be 
exercised  by  any  other,  but  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of 
every  manly  principle."  And  he  did  further  accuse  the  said 
Bristow,  for  that  in  his  proceedings  in  the  regulation  of  the 
Nabob's  household  "  he  should  receive  to  himself,  or  Mr. 
Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both,  (for  the  arrange- 
ment has  never  been  well  defined,)  the  money  assigned  for 
the  support  of  the  Nabob's  household ;  issue  it  as  he  pleased, 
not  to  the  Nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers  of  his  house- 
hold; dispose  of  his  superfluous  horses,  and  other  cattle; 
determine  how  many  elephants  were  necessary  to  the  state 
of  the  vizier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domestics  for  his 
attendance ;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  quantity  of  victuals,  which  ought  to  be 
dressed  in  it ;  control  the  accounts  of  these  disbursements  ; 
and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the  consequence 
was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it)  the  residue  produced  by  those 
economical  retrenchments." 

LXI. 

That  the  said  charge  is  malicious  and  insidious,  because  the 
attempt  to  introduce  proper  officers  for  the  management  of 
household  expenses,  so  considerable,  that  the  said  Hastings 
has  stated  the  allotment  for  the  same  at  £300,000  sterling 
yearly,  and  that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  £400,000 
sterling,  and  upwards,  and  to  keep  proper  and  regular  ac- 
counts thereof,  was  a  necessary  regulation,  and  agreeable  to 
the  dignity  of  the  Nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation 
either  of  his  person  or  authority,  which  was  specially  pro- 
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Ided  for  in  the  regulatiooa,  as  no  expense  could  be  incurred 
it  by  bis  own  purBoniJ  warrant  under  bis  sign  mamial ; 
>r  doth  there   appear  therein  anything  but  what  ia  of 
iBolute  necessity  to  prevent  embezzlement  to  his  prejudice, 
ud  the  said  Uaatinga  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of 
le  inHtructiona  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  administration 
in  be  properly  conducted  without  regular  offices ;  and  that 
in  the  whole  province  of  Oude  "  there  was  tiot  one,  the  mhtik 
being  engroased  by  the  minister ;"  of  which  minister,  in 
the  11th  article,  he  declares  his  suspicion,  that  the  Nabob 
did  not  receive  the  whole  and  punctual  payment  of  the  sum 
Basiled  for  the  purpose  of  the  nouseholo,  hut  that  some  part 
had  been  by  him  withheld  from  the  Nabob  ;  and  that,  from 
private  information  he  had  lately  received,  he  had  reason  to 
believe,  that  this  was  actually  the  case.     Ajid  the  said  Haat- 
Dgs  well  knew,  that  the  Nabob's  household  had  been  ill  con- 
lucted ;  that  the  allowancea  of  his  servants  had  not  been 
paid ;  that  his  distress  was  scandalous ;  and  that  his  nearest 
relations  were  in  a  famishing  condition :  and  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  also  well  know,  that  the  household  of  the  Nabob  was 
provided  for  or  neglected  not  at  his  own  discretion,  but  at  that 
^^     of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Xh4n ;  and  he  did,  in  the  14th  article 
^^^.tforesaid,  inattnct    the  resident    Bristow  to  show  every 
^^Koetenaible  and  external  mark  of  respect  to  the  Nabob,  in 
^V  order  to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the  mover  of  every 
^1     act  necessa^  for  the  advancing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the 
discharge  of  his  debts  to  the  Company,  declaring  "that  they 
never  could  be   effected  while  the  minister  retained  that 
ascendency  over  him,  which  he  at  present  holds  by  the  meana 
of  a  nearer  and  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  affecting  to 
be  the  mediator  of  his  rights   against  the  claims  of  our 
government." — And  the  said  Hastings  did  fiu^her  well  know, 
that  there  was  no  way  of  ascertaining  the  payment  of  the 
assigamenta  for  the  Nabob's  household,  either  for  the  general 
purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to  the  particular  objects  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  applied,  without  regular  offices  of 
receipt  and  of  account,  which  might  prevent  t)ie  said  minister 
Hyder  Beg  Ehan,  or  the  British  resident,  or  any  other,  from 
embezzling  or  misapplying  the  same.     But  the  total  want  of 
offices  aforesaid  in  every  department  of  government  did 
■ furnish  occasion  of  concealing  all  frauds,  clondestiiie  pren^^fl 


or  penaions  to  a  governor-general,  commander-in-chief,  ot 
otter  servant  of  the  Company. 

LXII. 

That  the  aaid  Warren  Haatings,  who  did  pretend  so  deep 
a  concern  for  the  indignities  anpposed  to  be  Buffered  by  the 
Nabob  merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  unnecessary 
expenses  relative  to  hia  kitchen,  domestica,  &c.,  did  ahow  no 
attention  or  compassion  to  the  said  Nabob,  when  in  the  year 
1779  the  said  Nabob  represented,  that  the  penaiona  or  his 
old  eervantB  for  30  years,  the  espensea  of  his  family  and  kit- 
chen, together  with  the  jaghires  of  his  grandmother,  mother, 
and  aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and  dependents,  given  for  their 
support,  were  not  regulated,  but  stopped. 

LXIII. 

That  the  other  articloa  of  regulation,  namely,  the  reform 
of  the  troops  in  number  and  in  arrangement,  the  appoint- 
ment of  proper  collectors  for  the  revcnuea,  and  the  general 
constitution  of  officers  for  tbe  executive  administration, 
were  in  like  manner  totally  defeated  by  the  aaid  Hyder  Beg 
Klian.  And  the  aaid  Kaatings  did  receive  a  charge  from 
him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  o%vn,  representing  the  endea- 
vours of  the  reaident  to  act  in  the  regulations  aforesaid  agree- 
ably to  the  spirit  of  his  instructioos,  and  in  confidence  of 
the  powers  veated  in,  and  the  reaponsibility  imposed  upon, 
him  the  aaid  resident,  as  usurpations  of  tlie  authority  and 
prerogative  of  the  Nabob ;  and  he  the  aaid  Uastinga  did 
make  criminal  charges  thereon  against  the  said  resident 
Briatow,  of  which  chargea  the  councU-board  did,  on  hearing 
the  same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow,  fully  acquit 

LXIV. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abetting  Hyder  Beg  Ehan,  a 
person  described  by  him  as  aforesaid,  in  hia  oppoajtion  to  all 
the  plana  of  neceaaary  reformation  proposed  by  the  aaid 
Haatings  himself,  and  having  suggested  no  other  whatever 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  anawer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had 
atipidated  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  the  interference  of  the 
resident  in  every  branch  of  tbe  Nabob's  government,  did 
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tlirnln-  frustrate  every  one  of  the  good  cuds  proposed  by 
liiin  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  did  grossly  abuse  hu 
trust  in  ji^ivinii;  the  exorbitant  powers  before  recited,  and 
assrrtinu:  them  to  exia»t  in  the  British  resident,  without  suf- 
ftrinu;  them  even  in  appearance  to  answer  any  of  the  proper 
ami  jnstiiiabUi  ends,  for  which  any  power  or  influence  can  or 
oui^ht  to  exist  in  any  government. 

LXV. 

Tliat  there  is  just  ground  to  violently  presume,  that  not 
only  the  letters  in  the  name  of  the  Nabob  aforesaid  were  die- 
tati'd  to  him  by  hid  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  in  whose 
hands  the  said  Hastings  has  described  his  master  to  be  "a 
mcj-e  cipher,"  t^c,  but  which  llyder  Beg  was  the  known  in- 
strument of  the  said  J  fastings ;  but  that  the  conduct  and 
h'ttirs  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  in  eft'ect  and 
substance  prescribed  and  dictated  to  him  by  the  said  Warren 
J  tastings,  or  his  secret  agent,  Palmer,  by  his  direction;  be- 
cause it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg 
were  solely  supported  by  him  the  said  Hastings,  who,  ac- 
conlini:^  to  the  s1at(»  of  favour  or  displeasure  in  which  he 
stood,  hath  frecjuently  promised  him  support,  or  threatened 
him  Avith  dismission  and  punishment ;  and  therefore  it  is  not 
to  b(*  t]iouii[ht,  that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  as  to 
oppose  the  Company's  resident,  acting  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  1(0 vern or- general  and  council,  and  to  accuse  him 
with  so  mucli  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  dilierent  from 
the  usual  stylo  of  supjdication  on  all  other  occasions  em- 
ployed by  that  court,  if  he  had  not  been  previously  well  as- 
sured, that  his  writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing  to 
the  ])i'rs()n,  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  his  power,  his 
fortune,  and  jxTJiaps  for  his  life.  Secondly,  because  when  it 
suit(Ml  the  purposes  of  the  said  Hastings  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, t  hat  is,  iji  the  yt\ir  17.^  1-,  to  remove  the  resident  Bristow 
aforesaid  from  his  ollice,  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  was  Liid  be- 
fore tlu^  council-board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  order  to 
])revent  thi^  ellects  of  the  said  J^ristow's  application  to  Ku- 
ropc  for  redress,  the  sai«l  II astini^s  should  send  him  draughts 
of  letters,  which  lu^  the  said  Nabob  would  write  in  his 
own  Jianu*  and  character  to  the  king,  to  his  JMajesty's  minis- 
ters, and  to  the  court  of  directors,  expressing  himself,  in  the 
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letter  aforesaid,  in  the  words  following:  viz.  "to  prevent 
his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  send  me,  if  you  think 
proper,  the  draughts  of  letters,  which  /  may  write  to  the 
King,  the  vizier,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Company.*'  Thirdly, 
that  though  the  said  Hastings,  and  his  secret  agent  Palmer, 
did  pretend,  and  positively  assert,  that  they  had  no  share  in 
the  letters  aforesaid  from  the  Nabob  and  his  minister,  there 
was  an  original  note  to  the  Nabob's  letters  of  accusation, 
referring  to  distinct  parts  and  specified  numbers  of  the 
agent  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  with  the  said  Warren 
Hastings ;  and  the  said  letter,  with  the  said  reference,  was, 
through  inadvertence,  laid  before  the  board. 

LXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having  thrown  the  go- 
vernment of  Oude  into  great  confusion  and  distress,  and 
thereby  prevented  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  or  pretended 
debt,  to  the  Company,  did  by  all  the  said  intrigues,  machina- 
tions, and  charges,  aim  at  the  filling  the  said  office  of  resident 
at  Oude  with  his  own  dependents,  or  by  himself  personally, 
as  it  appears,  that  he  did  first  propose  to  place  in  the  said 
office  his  secret  agent,  Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  he 
was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  he  did  propose  nominally  to 
abolish  the  said  office,  but  in  effect  to  fill  it  by  himself;  pro- 
posing to  the  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible  (but 
not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  debt 
within  a  certain  given  time,  if  he  were  permitted  and  com- 
missioned by  the  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  pro- 
vince ;  and  did  inform  them,  that  he  was  privately  well 
assured,  that  in  a  few  days  he  should  receive  an  invitation  to 
that  effect;  and  he  did  state  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had 
stated  as  a  reason  for  his  former  delegation)  "  that  the  state 
of  the  country  was  so  disordered  in  its  revenue  and  adminis- 
tration, aiid  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Nabob  himself 
so  much  shook  by  the  late  usurpation  of  his  authority,  and 
the  contests  which  attended  it,  as  to  require  the  accession  of 
an  extraneous  aid  to  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate 
the  constitution,  of  his  government;"  although  he  the  said 
Hastings  did  for  a  long  time  before  attribute  the  weakness 
of  his  government  to  an  extraneous  interference.  And  the 
said  council,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid,  did  consent  there- 
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md  he  did  accordingly  receire  a  CEimniisBion,  enabling 
f  him  to  act  in  the  affairs  of  Oude,  not  only  as  tbe  restdHit 
J  might  have  dono,  but  aa  largely  as  the  council-general  mi^t 
I  legally  delegate  their  own  powers. 

That  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings,  in  ai!cepting  the  said 
I  oommisaion,  did  subject  hia  character  and  the  reputation  of 
I' his  office  to  great  imputations  and  auapidons  by  taking  upcm 
■  himself  an  inferior  office,  out  of  which  another  had  upon  his 
intrigues  been  removed  by  a  perpetual  ohatraction,  whiiji 
rendered  it  impossible  for  turn  to  perform  his  dtityi  or  to 
obey  hia  instructions ;  and  he  did  increase  the  said  grounded 
suapiciona  by  exercising  that  office  in  a  goremment,  &om 
whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himself  received  an  unlawlul 
gift  and  present  from  the  ministers,  and  in  which  he  had  nO' 
torioiwly  suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  directed 
some,  acts  of  peculation,  by  granting  various  pensions  and 
emoluments  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  a  distreased 
I  country,  which  he  was  not  authorized  to  grant. 

'  Lxvni. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  proceed  unto  the  said 
province  of  Oude  under  colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  tbo 
disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  and  for  the 
recovery  of  the  Company's  pretended  debt,  And  the  said 
.  Warren  Hastings,  who  had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  Com- 
f  pany'a  resident  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  court  of  di- 
»  rectors,  and  to  suspend  his  ofiGce,  did  notwithstanding,  of  his 
own  choice  and  selection,  and  on  his  own  mere  authority, 
take  with  him  in  hia  progress  a  large  retinue,  "  and  a  nu- 
merous society  of  English  gentlemen,  to  compoae  bis  family," 
■which  he  repreaents  as  necessary ;  although  in  a  lett«r  from 
that  very  place,  to  which  he  took  that  verv  numerous  society, 
he  infonua  the  court  of  dbectora,  "  that  his  own  consequence, 
and  that  of  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  of 
show ; "  and  after  his  arrival  there,  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  did  write  from  Lncknow,  the  capital  of  that  pro- 
vince, a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  April,  178i,  to  the  court  of 
directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  the  foUowing 
purport  or  tenor,  and  which  be  points  out  to  the  iJ'      '  ""^ 
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"to  be  cifcumstanceB  of  no  trivial  iufonnation,"  namely, 
"  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands  in  that  province,  as 
well  as  in  some  parts  more  imraediately  under  the  Company, 
have  suffered  in  a  grievous  manner,  being  completely  ex- 
hausted of  their  natural  moisture  by  the  total  failure  of  one 
entire  aeuson  of  the  periodieal  rains,"  with  a  few  exceptions, 
which  were  produced  only  "by  the  uncommon  labour  of  the 
husbandman."  And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 
a  member  of  the  council-general  from  Benares,  the  20th  of 
September,  1794,  he  aaya.  that  "  the  public  reventtn  had 
declined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  three  success- 
iee  years;  and  all  the  stores  of  gniin,  which  the  proi-i- 
rfenceo/"  the  husbandman  (as  he  was  informed  is  their  cMj/om) 
in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aumils  [collectors]  elandes- 
Hnelt/  reserved  for  their  own  foe,  were  of  course  exhausted,  in 
which  state  no  person  would  accept  of  the  charge  of  thecol- 
lectiooa  on  a  positive  engagenT^nt,  nor  did  the  ram  fall  till  the 
10th  of  July- ' — And  in  another  letter  dated  from  Benares, 
the  Ist  of  October  following,  he  repeats  the  same  occounts ; 
and  that  the  "  country  could  not  Dear  further  additions  of 
expense  ;  that  it  had  no  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the  issues, 
that  were  made  from  it ; "  [the  exceptions  stated  their  being 
inconsiderable;]  "  therefore  every  rupee,  which  is  drown  into 
your  treasury  [the  Company's]  from  its  circulation,  will  ac- 
celerate the  period,  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to  pay 
even  the  stipulated  subsidy."  Notwithstanding  this  state  of 
the  country,  of  which  he  was  well  apprized  oefore  he  left 
Calcutta,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince  having 
been  frequently  but  in  vain  represented  to  him,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  forbear  his  oppressive  esactions,  he  did,  in 
order  to  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for  permitting  him 
to  recall  the  Company's  resident,  and  to  exercise  the  whole 
powers  of  the  Company  in  his  own  person  without  any  check 
whatsoever,  or  witness  of  his  proceedings,  except  the  persons 
of  his  own  private  choice,  make  the  express  and  positive  en- 
gagement aforesaid,  which,  if  understood  of  a  real  and  sub- 
stantial discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of  the  total  of  the 
Company's  finances,  waa  grossly  fallacioiia ;  because  at  the 
very  time  ho  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
then  state  of  the  revenues  ana  country  of  Oude  (which  are 
in  effect  the  Company's  revenues,  and  the  Company's  coun- 
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^H  ^)  tlie  debt,  or  pretendc'd  debt,  afoWBiiid,  asserted  to  be 
^Rllbout  five  hundred  thousand  pouuds,  or  thereaboute,  could 
^^  not  be  paid  ■without  contracting  another  debt,  at  an  usurious 
intereal,  without  encroathiug  on  the  necessary  establish- 
TOents,  or  on  privitte  property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  or 
without  grievoiia  oppreaaion  of  the  country,  or  ail  these  to- 
gether.    And  it  dotn  ikppcar,  that  one  hundred  thousan:! 
pounds  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts  was  borrowed  at 
[Cftluutta  by  the  Nabob's  agent  there,' but  at  what  interest  is 
B|BOt  known.   It  appears  also,  that  other  sums  were  borrowed 
mttr  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  which  £40,000  starling  appears 
tlie  Company's  chiiuiB  for  the  current  year,  and  that  vari- 
a  deductionH  were  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  the 

fuma,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  Nabob's  family  ;  and  it 
and  doth  appear,  that  an  arrear  is  atill  due  to  the  old  and 
new  brigade,  but  whether  the  same  he  growing  or  not,  doth 
not  appear ;  yet  he  liath  not  hraitated  to  asaert,  that  he  had 
"  provided  for  the  complete  discharge  in  one  year  of  a  debt 
contract«d  by  the  aeoumulatum  of  many,  and  troia  a  country, 
whose  resources  have  been  wasted  and  dissipated  by  three 
successive  years  of  drought,  and  one  of  anarcny."  But  the 
aaid  Hastings  never  did  even  realize  the  payments  to  he 
'  '  1  the  first  year,  (aa  he  ooufessea  in  the  said  letter,) 
br  an  anticipation  of  the  aecoad  \  and  though  he 
uliis  letter  atoresaid  the  following  facts  and  engage- 
tnents,  that  ia  to  say,  "  that  a  recovery  of  so  large  a  part  of 
your  pToperty  [the  Company's]  will  afibrd  a  seasonable  and 
ftibatantial  relief  to  the  neceaaitiea  of  your  government,  and 
enable  it  (for  such  is  my  confident  hope)  to  begin  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  your  debt  at  interest  before  the  conclusion  of  this  year 
(I  mean  the  year  of  this  computation)."  "Whereas  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  apply  the  whole  produce  of  the  reve- 
nue to  the  mere  pay  of  acme  port  of  the  British  army  in 
Oude ;  and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence,  that  he 
had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any 
other  place,  (eicept  the  fifty  thousand  pounds  taken  from 
Almas  Ali  KhSn,  and  aaid  to  be  remitted  to  Surat,)  for  the 
said  "Bubatantial  relief,"  in  conae«juence  of  the  said  pre- 
tended "  recovery  of  property ,"  admitting,  that  it  had  been 
suggested  to  him,  and  not  by  him  deniei^  that  he  had  "  dis- 
appoiilted  the  popular  eipectation  by  not   adopting  tho 
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policy,  which  he  had,  on  the  conception  of  better  grounds,  re- 
jected ;  nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest  debt " 
at  the  time  stated,  nor  at  any  time ;  but  the  whole  (he  well 
knowing  the  state  of  the  country  from  whence  the  resources 
aforesaid  were  by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditated  deceit 
and  imposition  on  the  board  of  council,  his  colleagues,  and  on 
the  court  of  directors,  his  masters. 

Lxix: 

That  no  traces  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastiogs  during  his  residence  at  Lucknow 
in  conformity  to  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  treaty  of 
Chunar,  or  of  his  instructions  to  Middleton  and  Bristow,  or 
of  the  proposed  objects  of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did, 
in  lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free  the  Nabob's  government  frpm 
the  interference  of  the  Company's  servants,  and  the  usurpa- 
tion (as  he  caUed  it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it 
to  its  proper  tone  and  energy ;  whereas  the  measures  he  took 
were  such  as  to  leave  no  useful  or  responsible  superintend- 
ence in  the  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  Nabob's,  govern- 
ment ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unparticipated,  and  entire 
administration,  with  all  the  powers  annexea  to  the  govern- 
ment, on  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  KhSn,  to  whom  he  pre^ 
vailed  on  the  Nabob  vizier  to  commit  the  entire  charge  of  his 
revenues,  although  he  knew,  that  his  master  was  a  cipher  in 
his  hands ;  that  he  "  had  affixed  his  seal  to  letters  written 
without  his  knowledge,  and  such  as  evidently  tended  to  pro- 
mote Hyder  Beg  Khan's  influence  and  interest;"  that  his 
said  master  did  not  consider  him  as  a  minister  of  his  choice, 
but  as  an  instrument  of  his  degradation ;  that  "  he  exists  as 
a  minister  by  his  dependence  on  the  Calcutta  government ; 
and  that  the  Nabob  himself  had  no  other  opinion  of  him ; 
that  it  is  by  its  declared  and  most  obvious  support  atone,  that 
he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  influence."  And  in  his 
instructions  to  his  secret  agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of 
May,  1782,  to  ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jealousy  with 
regard  to  British  interference,  he  did  instruct  him,  "that 
much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be  required  in  your  declara- 
tions on  this  subject,  lest  they  should  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  an  immediate  change  in  the  'administration  of  his 
affairs,  or  the  instruments  of  it.    Their  persons  must  be  con- 
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I  nilE't^'i  iu  Jtaered,  icAi/e  they  act  with  the  participation  qf 
I  mur  influenet.  This  distmction  the  Nabob  understands;  nor 
I  will  it  be  either  necessary  or  proper  to  allude  to  it,  unless  he 
\  hiniBelf  should  first  introduce  the  subject."  And  the  fluid 
\  llastings  did  oMume,  aa  to  a  dependent  of  the  lowest  order, 
I  to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions,  on  which  he  is  to  hold  hid 

Slace ;  to  thf'eateii  him  with  scrutinies  into  his  conduct,  with 
ismiasion,  with  puuishmcnt ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  falsehood 
and  duplicity ;  and  that  he  had  made  his  master  aasert  what 
was  true  to  W  t^lse ;  that  he  suspected  he  had  withheld  &om 
.    luB  master  what  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that  the 
L  «Tent  of  his  having  prevailed  on  the  Nabob  to  intrust  him  as 
^  •foresaid  was,  according  to  \\ia  the  aaid  Kastinga's  own  letter 
P  written  to  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khan  himself,  "  an  occumula- 
'    tion  of  diatresa,  debasement,  and  dissutis&clnoa  to  the  Na^ 
bob,  and  of  disappointment  and   disgrace  to  me-     Every 
measure,  which  he  had  hiuiaelf  proposed,  and  to  which  bo 
had  Bolicited  m^  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give 

»bim  cause  of  displeasure ;  there  are  no  oflicera  estafaUabed, 
by  which  his  affairs  could  be  regularly  conducted ;  mean,  in- 
Capable,  and  indigent  men  have  been  appointed  aumils  of  the 
districts  without  authority,  and  without  the  means  of  per- 
sonal protection ;  some  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the 
temindara,  and  those  Eemindars.  instead  of  punishment,  have 
boen  permitted  to  retain  their  zemindaries  with  independent 
authority ;  all  the  other  zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  re- 
bellion, and  to  insult  the  authority  of  the  aircar,  without  any 
attempt  made  to  suppress  them  ;  and  the  Company's  debt, 
instead  of  being  discharged  by  the  assignments,  and  estraor- 
dinary  sources  of  money  provided  for  that  purpose,  h  likely 
to  exceed  even  the  amount,  at  which  it  stood  at  the  time,  in 
which  the  arrangement  with  his  ExcellencT  was  concluded. 
The  growth  of  these  evils  was  early  made  inown  to  me,  and 
I   their  effects  foreboded  in  the  same  order  avd  manner  as  tliry 
L  Jiave  since  come  to  pass.     In  such  a  state  of  calamity  and  dis- 
Ker^ce,  I  can  no  longer  remain  a  passive  spectator ;  uor  would 
Fit  be  becoming  to  conceal  my  sentiments,  or  qualify  the  ex- 
'  .pression  of  them,     I  now  plainly  tell  you,  that  you  are  an- 
swerable for  every  misfortuue  and  defect  of  the  Nabob  vizier's 
foverament." — And  after  giving  orders,  and  expressing  some 
opes  of  better  behaviour,  he  adds,  "  ■"  '  "  '   -  ■'— 
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you  will  impose  on  ine  the  painful  and  humiliating  necessity 
of  acknowledging  to  him,  that  I  have  be«in  deceived,  and  of 
recommending  the  examination  of  your  conduct  to  hiajustjce, 
toth  for  the  redress  of  his  own  and  the  Company's  grievances, 
and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  both  in  tneir  mutual  con- 
neiion.  Do  not  reply  to  me,  that  what  I  have  written  is 
IroiB  the  suggestion  of  your  euemiea ;  nor  imagine,  that  I 
have  induced  myself  to  write  in  such  plain  and  declaratory 
terms,  without  a  clear  insight  into  all  tne  cousequences  of  it, 
and  a  fixed  determination  upon  them." 

LXX. 
That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenor  of  the  power  of  the 
said  minister,  and  such  hiri  character,  as  given  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  the 
Nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  constantly  support  him 
against  the  Nabob  his  master,  as  weU  as  against  the  Com- 
pany's resident : — the  delivering  over  to  such  a  person  his 
master,  hia  family,  his  country,  and  the  care  of  tne  British 
interests  therein,  without  control  or  public  inspection,  waa  a 
higb  crime  and  misdemeanour. 

LXSI. 

Tiiat  the  next  person,  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  invcFt 
with  power  in  the  said  country,  was  a  certain  opulent  and 
powerful  native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  Aii  Khfln, 
closely  connected  with  the  said  Hyder  Beg  KhSn,  and  to 
whom  the  said  Hyder  Beg  KhSu,  as  the  said  Hastings  has 
admitted,  "  had  intrusted  the  greatest  part  of  his  revenues, 
without  any  pledge  or  security  for  his  fidelity."  And  after- 
wards the  said  Hastings  charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an 
intention  of  removing  from  the  Nabob's  dominions ;  he 
states,  "  as  taking  with  hiui,"  and  therefore  being  possessed 
of,  "  an  immense  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embenzlementB  and 
oppresaious,  and  an  army  raised  for  its  protection," 
LXXII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
impressed  with  the  evil  character,  dangerous  designs,  and 
immoderate  power  of  the  said  Almaa  Ali ;  that  he  did  insert, 
among  his  instructiona  to  the  resident  Bristow,  an  order  of 
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a  liau^roiia  and  unwarrantable  nature,  in  which  upon  hig, 

the  aaid  Hastings's,  simple  allcf;ation  of  offences,  not  acca< 

rat«ly  described  or  specified  with  regard  either  to  the  iiict, 

the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  proof,  he  TCas  required  to 

urge  the  Nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many  qualifiea- 

tioOB  iu  the  said  instructions,  full  of  fraud  and  dtiplicitr, 

calculated  to  insnare  tbe   said  resident  Bristow,   and  to 

throw  upon  him  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the 

Hoid  Almas  Alt  Khan,  if  he  should  continue  at  large  contrary 

to  his  orders,  or  to  fuhject  bim,  the  said  resident,  to  the 

shame  and  scandal  of  apprehending  and  putting  him  to  death 

by  means,  which,  in  the  circumstances,  must  necessarily  be 

such  as  would  be  construed  into  treachery;   he  the  said 

Almas  Ali  Khin  being  &om  nature  and  situation  suspicious 

r    and  watchful,  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  colfcction, 

I  or  fanner  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  revenues,  with 

I  an  extensive  jurisdiction  annexed,  and  at  the  head  of  four- 

I    teen  thouaand  of  his  own  troops ;  and  baring  been  recently 

accepted  by  the  resident  Middleton  as  security  for  Uage 

sums  of  money  advanced  by  the  bankers  of  Benares  to  the 

uee  of  the  Eiist-India  Company ;  which  orders  (if  the  said 

resident  would  or  could  have  executed  them)   inust  have 

raised  an  universal  alarm  among  all  the  considerable  men  of 

the  country  concerned  in  the  government,  and  would  have 

been  a  means  of  aubverting  the  pubUc  credit  of  the  Company 

by  tbe  murder  of  a  person  engaged  for  very  great  sums  of 

I    money,  that  had  been  advanced  for  their  use. — Aad  the  said 

I  .instructions  are  as  foJloweth: 

I       "If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist  between  thorn 
At  tbe  time  you  have  charge  of  the  residency,  it  must,  how- 
ever eiceptionable,  be  faithfully  observed;   but  if  he  has 
been  guilty  of  any  criminal  oifence  to  the  Nabob,  hia  master, 
for  which  no  immunity  is  provided  in  the  engagement,  or  he 
,    shall  break  any  one  of  tbe  couditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly 
L  enjoin  you,  and  it  must  be  your  special  care  to  endeavour, 
^iCJMer  bi/Jbrce  or  surprise,  to  secure  bis  person  and  bring  him 
'  to  justice.     By  bringing  him  to  juatit-e  I  mean,  that  you 
'   urge  the  Nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punish  him  with  death, 
as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  commission 
of  the  like  crimes ;  nor  must  you  desist  tiU  this  is  effected.— 
I  cannot  prescribe  the  means ;  but  to  guu^  myself  aga' 
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the  ob'oquy,  to  which  I  may  be  exposed  by  a  foreal  niiscou- 
utroction  of  thia  order  by  those,  who  may  hereafter  be  em- 
ployed in  searching  our  records  for  cavils  and  iaformationH 
against  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  forbid,  and  protest  against 
the  use  of  any  fraudulent  artifice  or  treachery  to  aeeomplish 
the  end,  which  I  have  prescribed;  and  as  you  alone  are  privy 
to  the  order,  you  will  of  course  observe  the  greatest  secrecy, 
that  it  may  not  transpire ;  but  I  repeat  my  recommendation 
of  it,  aa  one  of  the  nrat  and  most  essential  duties  of  your 

LSXIII. 
That  among  the  reasons  assigned  for  putting  to  death  the 
said  Almaa  AH,  which  the  said  Hastings  did  recommend 
directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident,  "  aa  one  of  the  first 
and  moat  essential  duties  of  his  olRce,"  was  in  substance, 
"that  by  his  eitenaive  trust  with  regard  to  the  revenues  he 
had  been  permitted  to  acquire  independency ;  that  the  means 
thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and  the  effects  thereof  foretold, 
by  every  person  aeipiainted  with  the  state  of  government 
except  those  immediately  interested  in  it : "  and  Be,  the  add 
Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  the  said  Abnss  Ali  with 
embezzlement  oT  the  revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people  ; 
and  nothing  appears  to  disprove  the  same,  but  much  to  give 
ground  to  a  presumption,  tfaat  the  said  Alaias  All  did 
grievously  abuse  the  power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer 
and  collector  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppression  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which  had  been  rented  to  him 
by  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings. 

LXXIV. 
That  the  resident  Bristow,  declining  the  violent  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Almas  Ali,  deceitfully  ordered  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  did  on  weighty  reasons,  drawn  from  the 
spirit  of  the  said  Hastings's  own  instructions,  recommend,  that 
bis  the  said  Almas  Ali  KhSn'a  farms  of  revenue,  or  a  great 
part  of  them,  should  be  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease  taken 
out  of  his  hands,  aa  being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the 
means  of  a  dangerous  power  in  the  country ;  but  yet  he  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  continue  him  in  the 
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esion  of  the  smd  revenue,  but  did  give  to  h\ 
thereof  for  iho  term  of  five  yea».  And  on  this  renova- 
lion  and  increase  of  trust  thu  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
lonseiit  to  produce  the  iufortner,  upon  whose  credit  be  hud 
isnade  his  charge  of  capital  crimes  ou  the  said  Almus  Ali,  and 
•Itad  directed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call  upon  him  to 
.'nakc  (-ood  hi«  charges ;  but  instead  of  tliis,  totally  changing 
^^ta  relation  to  the  said  Almas  Ali,  did  himself  labour  to 
■procure  from  all  parts  atteatations  to  prove  him  not  guilty 
of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  of  which  the  said  HastinM 
himself  appears  to  have  been  to  that  very  time  liis  sole 
accuser,  as  he  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate;  but 
though  he  did  use  many  endeavours  to  acquit  Almas  Alt  of 
hia  intended  flight,  yet  concerning  his  emDezElementB  and 
oppressions,  the  most  important  of  all  charges  relative  to  that 
of  the  revenue  and  collection,  he  the  said  Hastings  hath 
made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by  which  it  might  appear,  tbat  he 
was  not  as  fuUy  guilty  thereof  as  he  had  always  represented 
him  to  be.  But  eouie  time  after  he  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in  the  year  1784,  he  suggested 
to  the  said  Aliuaa  AH  Khan  the  advance  to  the  Company's 
Use  of  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand  pounds, 
or  thereabouts  ;  and  the  said  suggested  advance  was  (as  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  asserts,  no  witness  or  document  of  the 
trausaction  appearing)  "  cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation, 
complied  with,  considering  it  as  an  evidence  seasonal/Iff  offered 
for  the  general  refutation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  dis- 
loyalty; " — which  practice  of  charging  wealthy  persons  with 
■treason  and  disloyalty,  and  afterwards  acquitting  them  on  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the  hon- 
our, justice,  and  government  of  Great  Britain ;  imd  the 
offence  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  said  Hastings's  declaration 
to  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  charges  against  Almas  A!i 
KhSn  have  been  too  laboriously  urged  against  him  :  and  car- 
ried at  one  time  to  such  an  excess,  as  bad  nearly  driven  him 
to  abandon  his  country  "for  the  preservation  of  his  life  and 
honour ; "  and  thus  to  give  a  "colour  to  the  charges  them- 
selvea,"  whenhe  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  well  know,tbat 
he  himself  did  consider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  it  an  article 
in  a  formal  accusation  against  t!ie  resident  Middleton,  that  he 
did  not  inform  him  che  said  Hastings  of  the  Buppoaed 
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of  Almas  Ali  Khan,  and  of  his  design  to  abandon  the  country, 
when  he  himself  did  most  laboriously  urge  the  charges 
against  him ;  and  when  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been 
made  against  the  life  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  Kh^,  except 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself. 

LXXV. 

That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  there- 
abouts, publicly  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  an 
advance  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  if  given  as  a  considera- 
tion, or  fine,  on  account  of  the  renewal  for  a  long  term  of 
civil  authority  and  military  command,  and  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same  being  at  least 
eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  yearly,  was  so  totally 
inadequate  to  the  interest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  be 
presumed,  it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground  or 
condition,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  delegate,  out  of  all  reach 
of  resumption  or  correction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and 
enormous  profit,  for  so  long  a  term,  to  a  known  oppressor  of 
the  country. 

LXXYI. 

That  Warren  Hastings  being  at  Lucknow  in  consequence  of 
his  deputation  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from  that  city,  dated 
30th  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the  court  of  durectors, 
"  as  his  last  and  ultimate  hope,  that  their  wisdom  would  put 
a  ^nal  period  to  the  ruinous  and  disreputable  system  of  in- 
terference, whether  avowed  or  secret,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Oude  ;  and  withdraw ^br  ever  the  influence,  by  which 
it  is  maintained ; "  and  that  thev  ought  to  confine  their  views 
to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  brigade  stationed  in  Oude 
by  virtue  of  the  first  treaty  with  the  reigning  Nabob ;  ei- 
pressing  himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors :  "  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you  may  extend  the 
distribution  of  patronage,  and  add  to  ^e fortunes  of  individuals^ 
and  to  the  nominal  riches  of  G-reat  Britain ;  but  your  oum 
interests  will  suffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin  of  a  great  and  once 
flourishing  nation  will  be  recorded  as  the  work  of  your  admin- 
istration, with  an  everlasting  reproach  to  the  British  name. 
To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join  the  obligations  of  justice  and 
good  faith,  which  cut  off  every  pretext  for  your  exercising  any 
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^Hnouvr  or  nuthoritij  in  lhi»  country,  a»  long  as  the  eovereig^^^^ 
^Vaiyi/^'b  the  engagements  he  haa  artkled  ttntli  you,"  ^^^H 

*  T.XTTU.  ^^ 

Tlmt  it  oppenrs  by  the  extraordinary  reognimendatiaii 
aforE<said,  nsserled  by  him  the  anid  Hustings  to  be  onforccd 
by  the  "■  tAligations  of  justice  and  good  faith,"  that  the  said 
W&rren  Hastings,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  said  letter,  had 
made  an  agreement  to  withdraw  the  British  interference, 
represented  by  him,  "  as  a  ruinous  and  disreputable  syBtem," 
out  of  the  dominiona  of  the  Nabob  of  Oucle.  But  the  in- 
Btrument  itself,  in  which  the  said  agreement  is  made,  (if  at 
all  existing,)  does  not  appear;  nor  hatfa  the  said  Hasting 
transmitted  any  documents  relative  to  the  said  treaty,  which 
is  a  neglect  highly  criminal;  especially  as  he  has  informed 
the  Company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "that  he  has  pro- 
mised the  Nabob,  that  he  wilt  not  abondDo  him  to  the  cAtiRce 
of  any  other  mode  of  relation;  and  most  confidently  given 
him  asBurauce  of  the  ratification  and  confirmation  of  that, 
which  he  [the  said  Hastings]  had  established  between  hia  go- 
wnuaent  aad  the  Company ; "  the  said  confident  assurance 
being  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced,  and  made  with- 
out any  sort  of  authority  Ironi  the  court  of  directors ;  an 
agreement,  precluding  on  the  one  hand  the  operation  of  the 
discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  or, 
on  the  other,  subjecting  them  to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation 
on  their  faith,  by  breaking  an  engagement  confidently  made 
in  their  name,  though  without  their  consent,  by  the  first 
officer  of  their  government. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude  the  operation 
iif  such  discretionary  conduct  in  the  administratiou  of  this 
kingdom,  as  circumstances  might  call  for,  has  informed  the 
directors,  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  to  condition  the 
existence  of  the  revenue  itself  with  the  exclusion  of  the 
Company,his  masters,  from  all  interference  whatsoever ;  for  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  dated  Benares,  20th  September, 
1784,  are  the  following  words  :  "  the  aumUs  [collectors]  de- 
manded, that  a  clause  shouid  he  inserted  in  their  engagements, 
that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force  for  the  complete  term 
of  their  leasee,  provided  that  no  foreign  aathorUy  was  eii>r- 
ciaed  over  them;  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engagetnettlt 
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were  to  cease  whenever  they  should  he  interrupted  in  their 
functions  htj  the  interference  of  an  English  agent.     This  re- 

quiaition  was  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  acting  minister, 
and  referred  to  me  in  form  by  the  Nabob  Tinier,  for  my  pre- 
mous  consent  to  it :  I  encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent 
to  it."  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been  guilty  ol'  the  high 
presumption  to  inform  his  said  masters  that  he  has  taken  that 
course  to  compel  them  not  to  violate  theassurance^givenby 
him  in  their  name ; — "  there  ia  one  condition  [namely,  the 
above  condition]  whJch  essentially  connects  the  confirmatiim  of 
the  settlement  itself  with  the  interests  of  the  Compan!/." 

LXXVIII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did  8how  an  indecent 
distrust  of  the  Company's  faith,  did  endeavour,  before  that 
time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  instructions  to  his  secret 
agent.  Major  Palmer,  dated  the  6t!i  of  May,  1782,  to  limit 
the  confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  British  government  to 
the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in  the  following  words  in  the 
5th  article :  "  Tt  is  very  much  my  desire  to  impress  the 
Nabob  with  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  faith  and  justice  of 
our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  in  my  own,  white  I  am  at 
the  bead  of  it :  I  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  others 
independent  of  me." 

LXXIX. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his  letter,  dated  Ben- 
ares, the  Ist  of  October,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors,  write, 
"  that  if  they  [the  directors]  manifested  no  symptoms  of  an 
^intended  interference,  the  objects  of  his  engagements  will  be 
obtained ;  *but  if  a  different  policy  shall  be  adopted,  if  new 
agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed  with  authority 
for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  or  corruption  (for  to  no  other 
win  they  be  applied)  ;  *if  new  demands  are  made  on  the  Na- 
bob vizier,  'and  accounts  overcharged  on  one  side,  with  a 
wide  latitude  taken  on  the  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond 
the  means  of  payment ;  'if  political  dangers  are  portended, 
to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of  burthenlng  his  country  with 
unnecesflary  defences  and  enormous  subsidies;  *or  if,  even 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the  Nabob's  rights, 
your  government  shall  show  but  a  degree  of  personal  kindness 
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to  thepnrtuaiu  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  constrnctiie 

indication  of  partiality  and  diBButiaTactjon  fwnUh  grounds 

for  tlio  exptflalion  of  an  approaching  change  of  system : 

Lamaorrjr  to  say,  tint  all  my  labours  will  prove  abortive.'^ 

LXXX. 

That  all  the  ineaeuroa  deprecated  in  future  hv  tlie 

k Warren  Jlastings,  with  a  refereuce  to  former  conduct,  in  hii 

■'■fiTernl  letters  atoresaid,  being  (so  far  as  the  aame  are  intel- 

"igiblc)  ail  iu  nnmber,  have  been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts 

Mtnd  nieaiurea  of  the  said  Wamin  Hastings  himself ;    for  he 

('4i(l  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  nod  did  afterwards  continue 

lupport,  that  interference  (which  he  now  informs  the 

■  court  ot  directors  "  ia  ruinous  aud  disreputable,"  and  which 
Itiie  verv  tymploms  of  an  intention  to  renew  lie  considers  in 
|>1^e  highest  degree  daugeroua)  ;    he  did  direct,  with  a  con- 

■  Imlling  and  absolute  authority  iu  every  department  of 
I   government,  and  in  every  district  in  the  dominions  of  the 

Kabob  of  Oude — Secondly,  the  appointment  of  agents,  which 
VBS  eminently  the  act  01"^  his  own  admiuistration ;  he  not 
only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of  Oude,  both 
"  secret  and  avowed,"  but  also  sending  some  of  them,  in  de- 

»fianue  to  the  orders  of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
m  hiS  said  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1784,  he  assigns 
"vengeance  aud  corruption"  as  the  only  motives  that  can 
produce  such  appointments.  —  Thirdly,  that  he  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  a£rent«,  and 
did  charge  him  upon  pain  of  "a  dreadful  respongibiliti/"  to 
perform  sundry  acta  of  violence  agaiust  persona  of  the  high- 

Ieut  distinction,  and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince ;  which 
acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  '' vengeance"  ia 
Uttc  execution,  and  which  he,  iu  his  reply  to  the  defence  of 
Middleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to  be  liable  to 
the  suspicion  of  "  corruption  in  the  relaxation." — Fourthly, 
"iSiat  he  did  raise  new  demands  on  the  viEier,  "  and  overcfaa^ 
•ccounts  on  one  aide,  and  take  a  wide  latitude  on  the  other," 
Ijy  sending  up  a  new  and  before  unheard-of  overcharge  of 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not  mada  by 
the  resident,  or  admitted  by  the  vizier ;  and  by  adding-  tM 
same,  did  swell  his  debt  "beyond  the  means  of  payment;" 
and  dideven  insert,  as  the  ninth  article  of  his  cfa^ge^    "~ 
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Miiidleton,  "his  omitting  to  take  any  notice  of  the  additional 
balance  of  rupees  26,48,571,  stated  by  the  accountant-general 
to  be  due  from  the  vizier  on  the  30th  of  April,  1780,"  to 
which  he  did  add  14  lacks  more,  making  together  the  above 
aum. — Fifthly,  that  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  aaaign 
"  political  dangers,"  in  his  minute  of  the  13th  December, 
1779,  for  burtheDiog  the  Baid  Nabob  of  Oude  "  with  un- 
necessary defences  and  enormous  subsidies,"  with  regard  to 
which  he  then  declared,  "  it  was  our  part,  not  hia,  (the  Na- 
bob's,) to  judge  and  to  determine." — Aud  sixthly,  that  he 
did  not  only  show  the  design,  hut  the  fact  of  personal  kind- 
ness to  the  partisans  of  what  he  here  calls,  as  welt  as  in 
another  letter,  and  in  one  minute  of  consultation,  a  "  late 
usurpation,"  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  most  ob- 
noiiouB  of  the  instruments  of  the  said  late  usurpation,  (if 
such  it  was,)  Kichard  Johnson,  Eaijiiiro,  with  an  honourable 
aud  profitable  embassy  to  tlie  court  of  the  Nizam. 
LXXXI. 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  therefore,  by  assuming  an 
authority,  whicli  he  himself  did  consider  as  an  usurpation, 
and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of  that  usurped  authority,  done  in  his 
own  proper  person,  and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and 
proceeding  (though  with  some  mitigation,  for  which  one  of 
tiiera  was  Dy  him  censured  and  accused)  under  his  own  ex- 
press and  positive  orders  and  instructions,  and  thereby 
establishing,  as  he  himself  observed,  "a  svBtem  of  interfer- 
ence, diareputablo  and  ruinous,  which  could  only  be  subser- 
vient to  promote  patronage,  private  interest,  private  embezzle- 
mfflit,  corruption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  detriment  of 
the  Company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  a  once-flourishing  nation, 
and  eternally  reijroachful  to  the  British  name ;"  and  for  the 
evil  effects  of  which  system,  "  as  his  sole  and  ultimate  hope" 
and  remedy,  he  recommends  an  entire  abdication,  for  ever, 
not  only  of  all  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  interfer- 
ence aud  influence  of  Great  Britain ;— is  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour. 

Lxxxn. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar 
■of  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  has  represented  that  very 
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influcnw  und  interfcreiire  (which  in  three  public  papers  L 
donominuteB  "a  late  usurpation")  as  being  authorized  by  r 
regtibir  treatr  and  agreement,  Toluntarily  made  with  the 
Nftbob  himself  at  a  place  called  Chunar  on   the  19th  of 
September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  hath  been  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  directors  ;  andthat  three  persons  were  present 
it  the  execution  of  the  saioe,  two  whereof  were  Middleton 
Hid  Johnson,  his  agents,  and  residents  at  Oude,  the  third, 
he  minister  of  the  Nabob.     And  he  did,  in  his  paper  written 
O  the  council-general,  aiid  tmnamitted  to  the  court  of  direct- 
rs,  not  only  declare,  that  the  said  interference  was  agreed 
0  by  the  said  Nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  but  wotUd  be 
Klughly  beneficial  to  him  ;  assuring  the  said  couucU,  "  that  if 
Fthe  resident  performed  his  duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the 
'  Baid  Hastings's]  instructions,  the  Nabob's  part  of  the  en- 
gagement wul  prove  of  still  greater  benefit  to  him  than  to 
our  government,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;  and  that 
the  participation,  which  is  idlowed  our  resident  in  the  in^ee- 
Hon  of  the  public  treasure,  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the 
Company's  demands,  whilst  the  inflnence,  which  our  govern- 
ment will  ALWAYS  posKss  over  the  public  minitter  of  the 
Nabob,  and  the  autkorih/  of  our  own,  will  be  au  effectual 
I    Ineans  of  securing  bu  attentive  and  faitbfid  discbarge  of  their 
fcflCTerBl  trusts,  both  towards  the  Company  and  the  vizier." 

*  LXXXIII. 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  settle  a  plan, 
of  which  the  agency  and  interfei-ence  aforesaid  was  a  part, 
and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  thereof^  but  did  aiao 
record,  that  the  same  "was  a  great  public  measure,  con- 
stituted on  a  large  and  established  si/slem,  and  destructive, 
in  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and  fortune  of  many 
patronised  individuals;"  and  in  consequence  of  the  said 
treaty,  he  the  said  Warren  Hasting  did  authorize,  and 
-"Taitively  require,  his  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and 
mtrol  and  regulate,  all  the  Nabob's  affairs  whatsoever;  and 
le  said  Warren  Hastings  having  made  for  the  Company, 
find  in  its  name,  an  acquisition  of  power  and  authority,  even 
if  it  had  been  abused  by  others,  he  ought  to  have  remedied 
the  abuse,  and  brought  the  guilty  to  condigu  puniahment, 
instead  of  making  another  treaty  without  their  approbation, 
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consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  tliia  time  not  communicated  to 
tbem ;  by  which  it  appears  lie  has  annulled  the  former  treaty, 
and  the  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  Company,  as  a 
grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from  the  general  corrup- 
tion of  their  aervice,  no  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than 
a  formal  renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence ;  for  which 
said  actings  and  doings  the  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty 
of  a  high  crime  and  niiademeanour. 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  Company's  army  in  India  ia  an  object  requiring 
the  most  vigilant  anil  constant  inspection,  both  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  natives,  the  security  oi  the  British  power,  and  to 
its  own  obedience  and  discipline ;  and  does  require  that  in- 
spection in  proportion  as  it  is  removed  from  the  principal 
seat  of  government ;  and  the  number  and  discipline  of  tlie 
troops  Kept  up  by  the  native  princes,  along  with  British 
troops,  is  also  of  great  moment  and  importance  to  the  same 
ends :  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esijuire,  pretending  to  pursue 
the  same,  did,  in  virtue  of  an  authority  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  Chunar  aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  aud  to  which 
he  did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience,  that  alt  officers  of 
the  Nabob's  army  should  be  appointed  "  with  llie  eoncurrenee 
of  t/te  resident ; "  and  supposing  the  case,  that  persons  of 
obnoxious  description  or  of  known  disaffection  to  tlie  British 
government  should  be  appointed,  (of  which  he  left  the  re- 
wident  to  be  the  judge,)  he  did  direct  in  the  following  wordS: 
"  you  are  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  and  if  the 
vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice,  you  are  peremptorily,  aitd 
in  my  name,  to  oppose  it  as  m  breach  of  his  agreement ;'"  aud 
he  did  also  direct,  that  the  "  Mootiana  [or  soldiers  employed 
for  the  collection  of  revenue]  should  be  reformed,  and  re- 
duced into  one  corps  for  the  whole  service ;  and  that  no  in- 
fantry  should  be  left  in  the  Nabob's  service  but  what  may 
be  necessary  for  his  body-guard;" — and  be  did  further  order 
'  and  direct  as  follows:  '"that  in  quelling  disturbances  the 
commander  of  the  forces  should  assist  you  [the  said  resident] 
ou  the  requisition  of  tlie  vizier,  communicated  through  you 
lo  him  [the  said  commander]  or  at  your  omn  single  applica- 
tion. It  is  directed,  that  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  your  office  aud  person  at  Lucknow  ahull 
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f  relieved  every  three  montlis,  and  during  its  stay  there 
wit  net  solely  aiid  eielusively  under  your  orders."     And  it 
'^Krs  in  the  course  of  the  Comiiany's  correspondence,  that 
e  country  troops,  uuder  the  Nabob's  sole  direction,  would 
B  lll-diHcipliiied  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse  ;  and  there- 
we  the  Baid  Warren  Haatiugs  did  order  that  "  no  infantry 
riliould  be  kept  in  his  service  ;  "  yet  it  appears,  that  the  said 
"Warren  Hastings  did  make  anarrangemeutfor  a  body  of  na- 
tive troiipa,  wholly  out  of  tlie  control  or  inspection  of  the 
British  government,  and  left  a  vrilten  order  in  the  hands  of 
Major  Palmer,  (one  of  Aw  agents  who  had  been  continued 
Ll&^«,  though  the  Company  was  not  permitted  to  employ 
my,)  to  be  transmitted  to  Colonel  Cummini^,  as  soon  as  nn 
idequate  force  shall  be  provided  /or  the  defence  of  ihe  Na- 
\ah'i  frontier  by  detBchnients  from  the  Nabob's  oicn  baHa- 
|jBm« ;  the  said  Colonel  Cumroing's  forces,  whom  the  others 
rere  to  supersede  and  replace,  consisting  wholly  of  infantry, 
md  which,  being  intended  for  the  same  service,  were  proba> 
Wy  of  the  same  constitution. 


LXXXV. 


That  the  old  brigade  of  British  troops,  which  by  t 
was  to  remain,  had  been  directed  by  the  instructions  of  _^  , 
Bud  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  and  to  the  resident 
Bristow,  "  not  to  be  eraploved  at  the  requisition  of  the  vixier 
any  otherwise  than  througn  the  resident ;"  and  the  said  di- 
rection was  properly  given,  it  not  being  fit  that  'British 
troops  should  bo  under  the  sole  direction  of  foreign  inde- 
pendent princes,  or  of  any  other  than  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  proper  and  necessary  direc- 
Hon  aforesaid,  he  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  hath  left  the 
I  said  troops,  by  his  new  treaty,  without  any  local  control,  or 
t.even  inspection,  notwithstanding  bis  powers  under  the  treaty 
fit  Chunar,  and  his  own  repeated  orders,  and  not  with  stand- 
g  the  mischiefs  and  dangers,  which  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
p  did  foresee  would  result  therefrom,  if  left  under  the 
e  direction  of  the  Nabob,  and  their  own  discretion,  I 
laid  Hastings  having  stipulated  with  the  said  Nabob  s 
I  esercise  any  authority,  or  even  influence,  secret  c 
I  'Vithin  his  dominions. 
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That  the  crime  of  the  said  Warren  HastingB,  in  attempt- 
JBg  thus  to  abaudon  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion 
of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  is  eiceedingly  aggravated  by  the  de- 
scription, given  bv  bim  severally  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude, 
and  of  the  British  army  stationed  for  the  defence  of  his  do- 
minions ;  in  his  letters  to  the  court  of  directora,  and  in  his 
minutes  of  consultation,  and  particularly  in  his  letter  of 

immediately  on  the  accession  of  the 
Nabob,  he  did  inform  the  court,  "  that  the  Nabob  had  not, 
by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the  head  or  heart,  which 
fitted  him  for  that  ofGce,  though  there  was  no  dispute  con- 
cerning hia  right  to  succeed;"  and  some  years  afterwards, 
when  his  accounts  must  have  been  rendered  more  certain, 
he  did,  in  hia  minute  of  consultation,  of  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1779,  (regularly  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,) 
upon  a  discuBsion  for  withdrawing  certain  troojB,  kept  up 
in  the  Nabob's  country  without  his  consent  by  him  the  aaid 
Warren  Hastings,  strongly  urge,  aa  follows,  "  the  neeeisitg  of 
maintaining  the  influence  and  force,  which  we  possess  in  the 
coimtry ;  that  the  disorders  of  his  state  [the  Nabob  of 
Oude's  state]  and  dissipation  of  his  revenues  are  the  effects 
of  hia  own  conduct,  which  has  failed,  not  so  much  from  the 
usual  effects  of  incapacity,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he 
has  made  of  the  ministers  of  his  power,  and  the  participation 
of  hia  confidence,  I  forbear  to  eipatiate  further  on  his 
character ;  it  is  sufficient,  that  I  am  understood  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  board,  who  must  know  tho  truth  of  my  allusions. 
Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of  the  board]  surely  was  not  aware 
of  the  injury  he  did  me,  [Warren  Hastings,]  by  attributing 
to  the  spirit  of  party  the  character  1  gave  Aauph  ul  Dowla 
[the  Nabob  of  Oude]  ;  ho  himself  knows  it  to  be  true :  and 
it  is  one  of  tfiose  notorieties,  which  supersede  the  necessity  of 
any  evidence.  I  ■was  fvrced  to  the  allusion  Imade  by  Iheim- 
putation  cast  on  this  government,  as  having  caused  the  evils, 
which  prevail  in  lie  government  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  which 
I  could  only  answer  bij  ascribing  them  to  their  true  cause,  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Otide^'  And  the  re- 
sident (appointed  by  the  said  Hastings  against  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors  as  hia  particular  confidential  represent- 
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fttive,  one,  wbom  the  eaiA  Nabob  did  liirtiself  request  mighi 
be  coutinued  with  hiin.  Ay  aw  engat/emtnl  in  vrituuf,  fir 
prer)  did  some  time  bi-for^  that  i*,  on  the  3rd  of  jutuaiy, 
1799,  BEBure  tbe  said  Hastings  and  the  council-general,  "  that 
auph  is  hia  Eicellency's  [the  Nabob  of  Oude's]  diapoaitifln, 
and  so  eutirelj'  h&a  he  lost  the  coafideDce  and  afi«-ctions  of 
Ilia  subjects,  tbat  lutlesa  some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him, 
which  would  offBCtually  secure  thoee,  who  Ure  under  the 

JrutfL'tion  of  hia  government,  from  violence  and  oppression. 
am  hut  too  well  conTinced,  that  no  man  of  reputation  or 
property  will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."  And  that 
the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  of  oppreaaioD  &nd 
rapine  "out  of  wiany  of  the  Nabob's,  which  has  caused  a  total 
diaad'fction  and  want  of  conftdenoe  among  hia  subjei-ta;  he 
hoped  the  board  would  take  it  into  their  humane  conaidera- 
tiou,  and  interpose  their  ii^uenee,  nnd  prevent  an  act,  which 
would  inevitably  bring  disgrace  upon  liimself,  and  a  propor- 
tionable degree  of  discredit  on  the  national  character  of  the 
English,  which  I  consider  to  be  more  or  less  concerucd  in 
ei'ery  act  of  Ilia  administration." 

LXXXVU, 
That  no  exception  was  ever  taken  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  to  the  truth  of  the  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  the 
ob^fr^'ation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  did  transmit  to  the 
court  of  directors.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  hia 
letter  from  Chunar,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1781, 
upeaking  of  tbe  restraints,  which  had  been  put  by  him  the 
aaid  Hastings  on  the  Nabob,  relative  to  hia  owa  mootiana,  or 
forces  for  collection  and  police,  and  the  noceeaity  of  giving 
the  resident  a  coutrol  in  the  nomination  of  tbe  oiBcers  of  hia 
anny,  has  asserted,  "  that  the  ueceasity  of  the  reservation 
aroBi?  from  a  too  well  known  defect  in  the  Nabob's  chamctiw ; 
if  this  check  be  withdrawn,  and  tbe  fhoice  left  absolutely  to 
the  Nabob,  the  first  commands  in  hia  army  will  be  filled  with 
the  moat  worthless  and  abandoned  of  bis  subjects — hia  late 
commimder-in-chief  ia  a  signal  and  scandaloua  instance  of 

tills." 

Lxxxvni. 

And  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  iu  his  letter  to  the  court 
of  directors,  dated  Benares,  the  15th  of  Oetober,  1784,  eren 
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after  he  liad  made  the  nforeaaid  renunoiation  of  the  Oom- 
pany'B  authority  and  iiifluL'iice  to  the  Nabob,  did  write, 
"  that  the  Nabob,  though  moat  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 
endued  with  an  understanding  much  above  the  common 
level,  haa  been  unfortunateiy  ored  up  in  habits,  that  draw 
his  attention  too  laueh  from  hie  own  affairs,  and  often  eub- 
ject  him  to  the  guidance  of  intidiow  and  uniporlhj/  confi- 
danti ;"  which,  though  more  decently  expreaned  with  rM-ard 
to  the  Nabob  than  in  hia  former  minutea,  subatontially 
agrees  with  them.  And  the  said  Warren  Haatinga  did  in- 
form the  court  of  directors,  after  he  had  Holemnly  covenanted 
to  withdraw  all  the  Company's  influence  on  the  asBuraacea 
and  promises  of  a  person  bo  by  himself  deacribed,  that  for 
reasons  grounded  on  hia  knowledge  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
character  of  the  Nabob  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  "that 
he  might  be  at  hand  to  coiinteract  any  attempt  to  defeat  the 
effect  of  hia  proeeedinga  at  Lucknow;"  and  in  hia  letter  to 
Mp.  "Wbeler  from  the  same  phwe,  be  djd  write  in  the  follow- 
ing words ;  "  I  am  atill  near  enough  to  attend  to  the  first 
effects  of  the  execution,  and  to  interfere  with  my  influence 
for  the  removal  of  any  obstructions,  to  which  they  are  or 
may  be  hable."  Ue  therefore  foimd,  that  there  waa  none, 
or  but  an  inaiiffieient  security  to  the  effect  of  hia  treaty,  but 
in  hia  own  direct  personal  violation  of  it.  What  otherwiae 
waa  wanting  in  the  security  of  the  Nabob's  engi^ements 
was  to  be  supplied  as  follows :  "  the  most  respectable  per- 
sons of  hia  family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every  otiier, 
which  may  tend  to  warp  him  from  it ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
that  mich  astislance  was  manlinff."  And  in  another  letter, 
"  that  he  had  equal  ground  to  expect  every  degree  of  support, 
which  could  be  given  it  by  thejirst  characters  of  his  family, 
who  are  warmiy  and  zealously  interested  in  it;"  the  princi- 
pal male  character  of  the  family,  and  of  the  moat  influence 
in  that  famUy,  being  Solar  Jung,  uncle  to  the  Nabob ;  and 
the  first  female  characters  of  the  family  being  the  mother 
and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  whom, 
male  and  female,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  sundry 
letters  of  his  own,  in  the  transmission  of  various  official 
documents,  and  even  in  affidavits  atudioualy  collected,  and 
sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  his  short  residence  at 
Lucknow  and  Benares,  did  himself  represent    aa  persona 
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Btirely  diBnQi-'cteil  to  lUe  English  power  iu  India,  as  faitruig 
'eini  principal  promoters,  it  not  ariginal  contrivers,  of  a 
eii^nu  rebeltion  and  rerolt  for  tbe  utter  eitirpation  of  the 
Eugliah  natiou ;  and  Ba  such  he  tbe  said  Warren  Hastines 
id  compel  the  Nabob  reluctantly  to  lake  from  them  their 
indcd  estates ;  and  jet  the  aeid  Warren  Hastings  has  had 
lie  presumption  to  attempt  to  impose  on  tbe  EasUlndia 
/onipany  by  pretending  to  place  hia  reliance  on  those  tbrea 
s  for  a  settlement  favourable  to  tbe  Company's  iates^ 
n  hia  renunciation  of  all  thetr  own  power,  authority, 
I  and  influence,  and  on  liis  leaving  their  army  to  the  sole  md 
I  tmcontrolled  discretion  of  a  stranger,  meriting  in  hia  opinion 

the  description  given  by  bim  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  1^  hua 
frequently  asserted  to  be  politicoUv  incapable  of  supportiDg 
hia  own  power  without  the  aid  of  tlie  forces  of  the  Company. 
And  the  offence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  abandoiuiig 
a  considerable  port  of  the  British  army  iu  the  manner  afore- 
said,  ia  much  increased  by  the  description,  which  he  baa  hhn- 
self  ^ven  of  the  state  of  the  said  army,  and  particularly  of 
that  part  thereof,  which  is  stationed  in  the  Naljob  of  Oude's 
dominions.  For  he  did  himself,  on  the  29th  of  >fovember. 
1781,  transmit  the  information  following,  on  that  subject,  to 
the  court  of  directors,  namely,  "  that  the  remote  stations  of 
those  troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the 
notice  and  control  of  the  board  [the  council-general]  at  Cal- 
cutta, afforded  too  much  of  opportunity  and  temptation  for 
unwarrantable  emoluments,  arid  excited  the  contagion  ofpeeit-  ' 
laiion  and  rapaciiy  throughout  the  whole  army ;  a  moat  re- 
markable instance,  and  uncontrovertible  proof  of  the  preval- 
ence of  this  spirit,  has  been  seen  in  the  court-martial  upon 
Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court,  composed  of  officers  of 
rook,  mid  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honour- 
ably, {mo»t  honourably,)  upon  an  acknowledged  fact,  acquitted 
him,  which  in  times  of  stricter  diaciphne  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment."  From 
which  representation  (if  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
falsely  and  unjustly  accuse  and  slander  the  Compaoy'a 
eervit'e)  it  appeared,  that  the  peculation,  which  infected  the 
whole  army,  derived  from  tbe  taint  which  it  had  in  Onde, 
and  so  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  would  be  daage^  J 
I         ously  increased  by  his  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid  iritfcj  j 
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the  Nabob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  the  court  of 
directors. 

LXXXIX. 

That  it  appears,  after  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had,  on 
grounds  so  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  and  govern- 
ment, agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  British  influence  and 
interference  from  the  government  of  Oude  on  account  of  the 
disorders  in  the  said  government,  solely  produced  by  his  own 
criminal  acts  and  criminal  connivances,  that  he  did  overturn 
his  own  settlement  as  soon  as  he  had  made  it ;  and  did,  after 
he  had  abolished  the  Company's  residency,  as  a  grievance, 
wholly  violate  his  own  solemn  agreement ;  for  he  did,  for  his 
private  purposes,  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent, 
Major  Palmer,  with  a  number  of  officers  and  pensioners,  at  a 
charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  greatly  exceeding  that 
of  the  establishment  under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  he  did  repre- 
sent as  frightfully  enormous,  and  which  he  pretended  to 
remove ;  the  former  amounting  to  £112,950,  the  latter  only 
to  £64,202. 

XC. 

That  his  own  secret  agent,  Major  Palmer,  did  receive  a 
salary  or  allowance,  equal  to  £22,800  a  year,  out  of  the  dis- 
tressed province  of  Oude ;  and  this  the  said  Palmer  did  de- 
clare not  to  be  more  than  he  absolutely  did,  really  and  bond 
Jide,  spend;  and  that  he  had  retrenched  considerably  "in 
some  of  the  articles,  since  the  expense  has  been  borne  by  the 
vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made  as  little  parade  and 
appearance  as  his  station  would  admit,"  his  station  being 
that  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  private  agent.  But  if 
the  said  large  salary  must  be  considered  as  merely  equal  to 
the  expenses,  large  secret  emoluments  must  be  presumed  to 
attend  it,  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  to  the 
holder  thereof.  That  the  said  Palmer  did  apply  to  the  board 
at  Calcutta  for  a  new  authority  to  continue  the  said  estab- 
lishments, he  conceiving  their  continuance  "  after  the  period 
of  the  governor-general's  departure  depended  upon  the  plea- 
sure of  the  board,  and  not  upon  the  authority  of  the  governor- 
general,  under  the  sanction  of  which  they  were  established  or 
confirmed" 


••  irii  i.:;s  or  ciiaiu.e 


xri. 


•  ■    ••  '  i!  i  Warr-ii  ll:i>tini,'s.  in  orJiT  to  ruin  the  resi- 
':'..'-'  . '. .  :»:.  1  t»  J  i-'itV  hiiusflt' fur  his  tormer  proceed- 
■  ■  ■  '.".-J  I:!i:i.  <lil  brin;^'  before  the  board  a  new  charge 
:.:>:.  for  h.iviiiix  |):ii«l  a  larjje  establishment  of  ofScea 
.-!■■!.-!■)  I  111-  ('"Uipaiiy"?*  servants  from  the  revenues  of 
'  I  .  :    :  :\'i  I  \\f  .-li'l   15ri>t«»\v.  in  making  his  defence  against 
:-_r,-  :ii"..ri-.-:iiil.  did   jjlead.  that  he  had  found  all  the 
.     .  •  -  '.:i  ]ii<  li-t  «'st:iblishod  before  his  last  appointment 
,  r..    I'.-i.i.ncv  :  that  tliev  had  I'rown  to  that  excess  in  the 
•  ...I  iM-twriM  his  first  removal  bv  the  said  AVarren  Hast- 
■  1    lii-i   re-apj)(»intment ;   and  having  adduced   many 
.     ..-  :.i  ii.aki-  it  hii^'ldy  probable,  that  the  said  Hastings 
..  -  :    li'  <t!y  \v»ll  aeqiiainttMl  with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the 

•  .;  :.'iv.-  e.-tabli^hinents,  whieli  he,  the  said  Bristow,  simply 
.  .  :  ;'.;iL  bill  iii)t  imposed,  ho  did  allege,  besides  the  official 
i-.'  ir.sFK-.'  i}\'  his   pri^U'eessdr  ^liddleton,  certain  facts,  as 

.::..■.   :  ;:ii^'  to  a  direct  ])r()of  that  the  governor-general,  War- 

•1  11.'  ;i:r4s.  was  not  averse  to  the  vizier's  granting  large 
-  :'  .i  i   -If)  i.ioi'e  than  one  European  gentleman;  and  the  first 

:.i:!  •«'  AN  as  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  exclusive  of 
iu  I  .i\  rr..iii  tlie  ('r)inj)any,  which  was  £1440  a  year,  claimed 
■r 'III  ilii-  \i/.ier,  with  Mr.  Hastings's  knowledge,  the  sum  of 
■:j7(::;  a  y«'ar.  and  uj)wardrt,  makins:  together  £11,203  per 
...HI II 111.  riie  next  was  Mr.  Trevor  Wheler,  who  did  receive 
iijM.ji  the  same  establishment,  when  he  was  fourth  assistant 
ai  <  )!nle,  L'OnOO  a  vear ;  and  whieli  last  fact  the  said  Hast- 
ini^N  Las  admitted  n])on  record,  "that  the  accusations  of  Mr. 
llri:in\\  and  Mr.  t'owper  did  oblige  fxnd  compel  him  to  ac- 
Ivii.iv.l.ilL^e,"  denyincj  at  the  same  time,  that  the  allowances 

•  S  \\\r  residents  Middlelon  and  Bristow,  except  iu  this  single 
i  .^laiice.  were  ever  authorized  by  him;   whereas  his  own 

■  111  Palmer  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  1785, 
r<'j)i\'se;ii.  tliat  the  said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not  more 
an.l  lander)  were  by  him  authorized  or  confirmed. 

XCll. 

rii.it  the  alori\sai«l  Iji'isLOW  did  also  produce  the  following 
i'tit-r  in  proof,  that.  ]Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of 
;:';*■■;.'  salarii's  to  British  subjects  upon  the  revenues  of  Oudo, 


AGAINST  WABEEir  HASTINGS.  '487 

and  which  he  did  declare,  that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of 
self-defence  could  have  induced  him  to  produce. 

"  Dear  Bristow, 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allowances  to  receive 
from  the  vizier;  they  amount  to  sicca  rupees  15,554  per  month, 
and  he  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  20th  of  August, 
1782.  The  governor  has  directed  me  to  write  to  you,  to 
request  you  to  receive  what  is  due  from  the  vizier  from  the 
20th  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  sicca  rupees 
15,554  per  month,  and  send  me  a  bill  for  the  amount,  the 
receipt  of  which  1  will  acknowledge  in  the  capacity  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote's  attorney ;  and  the  governor  desires,  that  you 
will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote' s  field-allowances  at 
the  same  rate,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 

jl^^t'nss.  }  (Signed)  «  Charles  Croftesr 

XCIII. 

That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid  was  at  the  time  of  the  said 
field-allowances  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  which 
the  said  allowances  were  charged,  but  in  the  Carnatic. 

XCIV. 

That  from  the  declaration  of  the  said  Hastings  himself, 
that  it  was  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper, 
that  could  alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  acknowledge  cer- 
tain of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and  that  nothing  but  the  neceS" 
sity  of  self-defence  could  have  induced  Mr.  Bristow  to  make 
public  another,  and  much  stronger,  instance  of  the  same,  it 
is  to  be  violently  presumed,  that  where  these  two,  or  either, 
*or  both,  necessities  did  not  exist,  many  evil  and  oppressive 
practices  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undiscovered.  That 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  contests  between  him,  the  said 
Hastings,  and  the  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before- 
mentioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  the  expensive  civil 
establishments  for  English  servants  at  Oude,  would  have 
been  for  ever  concealed  from  the  directors,  and  from  parlia- 
ment ;  and  yet  the  said  Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to 
pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  facts,  that  repre- 
senting the  vizier  as  objecting  to  the  largeness  of  the  pay- 
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:'.]'■]<*<  i]Kifl»'  hy  13ristow,  and  stating  a  very  reduced  list, 
V.  ii  1..'  \\:is  willinuj  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  £30,000  a 
\.  II.  ill  •  said  llastini^s  did  aflect  to  be  alarmed  at  the  mag- 
!.  :i;'l  (Veil  uf  the  list  so  curtailed,  expressing  himself  as 
♦mI.m'as.  ill  his  minute  of  the  7th  of  December,  1784 — "for 
iii\  M.Mi  part,  when  the  vizier's  minister  first  informed  me, 
tl.:it  tht'  amount,  which  his  master  had  authorized,  and  was 
\s  iiliiiLT  to  admit,  for  the  charges  of  the  residency,  and  the 
allowances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  was  25,000  rupees 
|)<  r  iMoiitli,  1  own  1  was  startled  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
siiin.  and  was  some  days  hesitating  in  my  mind  whether  I 
en  111.  I  with  propriety  admit  of  it."  AVhereas  he  well  knew, 
tli.'ii  1  \\r  three  sums  alone,  of  which  the  necessities  aforesaid 
li.il  <  Minpt'lU'd  th(^  discovery,  did  greatly  exceed  that  sum,  of 
wliicli.  at  the  iirst  hearing,  he  affects  to  have  been  so  ex- 
ctcdinudy  alarmed,  and  thrown  into  a  state  of  hesitation, 
\vl.!(!i  rontinued  for  some  days;  and  although  he  the  said 
lla>tiii:;s  was  conscious,  that  he  had  at  the  very  time  au- 
1  lori/rd  an  establishment  to  more  than  four  times  the  amount 

1  iirrcot'. 

xcv. 

Til al  in  the  said  deceits,  prevarications,  contradictions, 
ii.alitious  accusations,  fraudulent  concealments,  and  com- 
j}t  lit  (I  discoveries,  as  well  as  in  the  said  secret,  corrupt,  and 
prodigal  disposition  of  the  revenues  of  Oude,  as  well  as  in 
iiis  it  reach  of  faith  to  the  Nabob,  in  continuing  expensive 
esiaMishments  under  a  private  agent  of  his  own,  after  he  had 
airi-et  <1  to  remove  the  Company's  agent,  the  said  Warren 
Ilastiniijs  is  guilty  of  a  high  offence  and  misdemeanour. 


XVII.    IMAIIOMED  EEZA  KHAN. 

I. 

That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  Company,  on  the 
a««iiiisiti(>n  ol' the  Duannee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  coun- 
try u:()verinneiit  under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at  the 
Xal:)ol)\s  durbar,  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  of  the  president 
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and  council,  in  the  last ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  did  sti- 
pulate to  assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  Nabob, 
an  annual  allowance  from  the  revenues,  equal  to  four  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  a  year. 

11. 

That,  during  the  country  government,  the  principal  active 
person  in  the  administration  of  affairs  for  rank,  and  for  reput- 
ation of  probity,  and  of  knowledge  in  the  revenues  and  the 
laws,  was  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn,  who,  besides  large  landed 
property,  was  possessed  of  offices,  whose  emoluments  amount- 
ed nearly,  if  not  altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
a  year. 

IV. 

That  the  Company's  servants,  in  the  beginning,  were  not 
conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the  revenue,  and  stood  in  need  of 
natives  of  integrity  and  experience  to  act  in  the  management 
thereof.  On  that  ground,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  rank, 
which  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn  held  in  the  country,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  him,  they,  the  president  and 
council,  did  inform  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of 
the  30th  of  September,  1765,  that  "as  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan's 
short  administration  was  irreproachable,  they  determined  to 
continue  him  in  a  share  of  the  authority ; "  and  this  inform- 
ation was  not  given  lightly,  but  was  founded  upon  an  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct,  and  a  minute  examination  of  charges 
made  against  him  by  his  rivals  in  the  Nabob's  court,  they 
having  insinuated  to  the  Nabob,  that  a  design  was  formed  for 
deposing  him  and  placing  Mahomed  Eeza  on  his  throne;  but 
on  examination  the  president  and  council  declare,  that  "  he 
had  so  openly  and  candidly  accounted  for  every  rupee  dis- 
bursed from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  not,  without  injury 
to  his  character,  and  injustice  to  his  conduct  during  his  short 
administration,  refuse  continuing  him  in  a  share  of  the 
government." 

V. 

That  the  Company  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  made,  so  far  as  it  regarded  him ;  the  president 
and  council  having  informed  them,  in  the  foUowing  year,  in 
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1  ■  ■  r  nt'tluDth  «if  l)cc(MM]H'r.  170().  that  "the  large  in- 

i;-  .  •■!  il.«-  rrvi'iMu-  must,  in  a  i^rrat  measure,  be  ascribed  to 
^l'•.  ^    }.•  >"s  :i>-i(luity.  ami  to  Mahomed  Reza  KhdrCs  pro- 

t-    inn'  I  iKHclvdtjr  l/l  f/lfJffiatiCCS." 

VI. 

Ti.i:  tlu'  tlu'ii  j)Tvsi<l('nt  ami  I'oiiiicil,  finding  it  neccssar}'to 
M  .'.■  .  vcr.il  n'tnrms  in  tin*  a«lministration,  were  principally 
:i'!-  i  i'.  lilt'  s:niu'  liv  ilu-  susriri'stion,  advice,  and  assistance  of 
1:;     -I  .M:i!miiihmI  ](c/Ai   Kliau;  and,  in  their  letter  to  the 

•  ■'■..It  ..r  ilin-ftcrs  of  till'  21lh  of  .luno,  1767,  they  state  their 
r.  .  ;..ii..ii  i»f  i\Hlufinu[lljo  tMnolmncnts  of  oilice,  which  before 
'..1  I  ;i!'-tii  fniiii  a  variety  of  presents,  and  other  perquisites, 
:  •  ii\  il  :ill')\N:inces ;  :nul  lliey  stale  the  merits  of  Mahomed 
Iv  /:i  KliTiii  ilirnin,  as  well  as  the  importance,  dignity,  and 
i>  -[".ii^iliiliiy  (I I'  his  station,  in  the  following  manner: 

•"  M.ihiiiiuil  l\r/.a  Khan  has  now  of  himself,  with  great 
</t /ii(/r//  itf  hotfour,  represented  to  us  the  evil  consequences, 
I'i.ii  !hii-t  ruMH' from  tiuM'ontinuanee  of  this  .practice;  since, 
\'\  M.riniiiLC  the  principal  olHeers  of  the  government  to  de- 
l-«ii<l  r.'i-  thi'  siippt)rt  of  their  dignity  on  the  precarious  fund 
y'\'  |i( f.|uisites,  they,  in  a   manner,  oblige  them  to  pursue 

•  j  [il.  >>i\t*  {\\u\  corrupt  nu'iusures,  equally  injurious  to  the 
■"•mil ry  and  the  C'ompany  ;  and  they  accordingly  assigned 
i\\«  1\.'  l;uks  of  rujK'es  tor  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
^ail  M.ihouuMl  Reza  Khan,  and  two  other  principal  persons, 
wh.i  in!. I  ill  their  hands  the  most  important  employments  of 
tliMi  ^M\i'rnm(nt  :  havini;  ri'gard  to  their  elevated  stations, 
\i\u\  lo  the  c\[)i'(liency  of  supporting  them  in  all  the  show 
;!!'.l  parade  rcijuisite  to  keep  up  the  authority  and  influence 
nt*  thcii-  rcspei'livi'  ollices,  as  they  are  all  men  of  weight  and 
c.ii«iJ«  lalion  in  tin*  country,  who  held  places  of  great  trust 
and  pi-ofil  under  the  former  government.  We  further  pro- 
I '  '-C.  !ty  t  his  act  t)f  generosity,  to  engage  their  cordial  services, 
:i:id  confirm  them  steady  in  our  interests,  since  they  cannot 
iiopv.  iVom  the  most  successful  ambition,  to  rise  to  greater 
aii\a:iia:;:cs  l^y  any  chanct'  or  revolution  of  affairs.  At  the 
>aii!c  t:ii.('  it  was  reasonalde  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  Ma- 
ii'iiiird  Ivc/.a  Khan's  past  services;  he  has  pursued  the  Com- 
i'.iiiN"^  iiitiM'isi  with  steatliness  and  diligence;  his  abilities 
'}!i:i:i:\   him  xo  perform  the  most  important  serA'ices.     The 
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unavoidable  charges  of  his  particular  situation  are  great ;  in 
dignity  he  stands  second  to  the  Nabob  only; — and  as  he 
engages  to  increase  the  revenues,  without  injustice  or  op- 
pression, to  more  than  the  amount  of  his  salary,  and  to  re- 
linquish those  advantages  J  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacks  of  rupees 
per  annum,  which  he  heretofore  enjoyed,  we  thought  it  proper, 
in  the  distribution  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Iteza 
Khan  in  a  light  superior  to  the  other  ministers.  We  have 
only  to  observe  further,  that  great  and  enormous  as  the  sum 
must  appear,  which  we  have  allotted  for  the  support  of  the 
ministers  of  the  government,  "we  will  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce, that  it  is  necessary  and  reasonable,  and  will  appear 
so  on  the  consideration  of  the  power,  which  men  employed 
on  these  important  services  have,  either  to  obstruct  or  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  unless  their  integrity  be  confirmed  by 
the  ties  of  gratitude  and  interest." 

VII. 

That  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n  continued,  with  the 
same  diligence,  spirit,  and  fidelity,  to  execute  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  which  comprehended  a  large  proportion  of  the 
weight  of  government,  and  particularly  of  the  collections ; 
and  his  attachment  to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  and  his 
extensive  knowledge,  were  again,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1767,  fully  acknowledged  and  stated  to  the  court  of  directors: 
and  it  further  appears,  that  by  an  incessant  application  to 
business  his  health  was  considerably  impaired,  which  gave 
occasion  in  the  year  following,  that  is,  in  February,  1768,  to 
a  fresh  acknowledgment  of  his  services  in  these  terms :  "  "We 
must,  in  justice  to  Mahomed  E/Cza  Khan,  express  the  high 
sense  we  entertain  of  his  abilities,  and  of  the  indefatigable 
attention  he  has  shown  in  the  execution  of  the  important 
trust  reposed  in  him  ;  and  we  cannot  but  lament  the  prospect 
of  losing  his  services  from  the  present  declining  state  of  his 
health." 

VIII. 

That  as  in  the  increase  of  the  revenue  the  said  Mahomed 
Eeza  Khan  was  employed  as  a  person  likely  to  improve  the 
same  without  detriment  to  the  people,  so,  when  the  state  of 
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^^Hif  province  aeemed  to  require  a  remiBsion,  he  wm  emplt^ed 

^^■ba  ppreon  diapostd  to  the  relief  of  the  people,  without  trsai 

^^^  the  revenue ;  and  this  was  eipressed  by  the  president  and 

li       TOimcit  as  follows,  with  relation  to  the  remissiona  granted  in 

the  province  of  Bahar:  "that  the  general  knowledge  of  Mn- 

homed  Ecm  KhSn,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  Duannee 

revenues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  deductions  being 

made,  from  the  general  state  of  that  province  at  the  last 

poonah,  as  may  be  deemed  irrecoverable,  or  such  aa  may 

procure  an  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the  ryota 

Pin  the  future  cultivation  of  their  lands." 
DC. 
That  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n,  in  the  execution  of 
the  said  great  and  important  trusts  and  powers,  waa  not  eo 
much  as  suspected  of  an  ambitious  or  encroaching  spirit, 
which  might  make  him  dangerous  to  the  Company's,  thea 
recent,  authority,  or  which  might  render  his  precedence  in- 
jurious  to  the  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues  iu  office; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears,  that  a  plan  having  been 
adopted  for  dividing  the  admiiuBtration,  in  order  to  remove 
the  Aabob's  jealousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
verted by  the  ambition  "  of  two  of  hia  colleagues,  and  the 
excessive  tnoderation  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn.  And  for  a 
remedy  of  the  inconvenienciea,  which  might  arise  from  the 
excess  of  an  accommodating  temper,  though  attended  with 
irreproachable  integrity,  the  president  and  council  did  send 
one  of  their  own  memoers.  as  their  deputy,  to  the  !Nabob  of 
Bengal  at  his  capital  of  Musadavad ;  and  thia  measure  ap- 
peara  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  support  of  Mahomed 
Keza  KhSn,  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  made,  and  advice 
given,  by  Lord  Clive,  ia  his  letter  of  the  3rd  of  July,  1765; 
in  which  letter  ho  expresses  himself  of  the  aaid  Mahomed 
Heza  Kh^  as  follows :  "  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint 
you,  that  the  more  I  see  of  Mahomed  Ileza  Khdn,  the  stronger 
is  mt/  conviction  of  his  honour  and  moderation ;  but  that,  at 
the  same  time,  1  cannot  help  observing,  that  either  from 
timidity,  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  is  too  ready  to  aut- 
mit  to  encroachments  upon  that  proportion  of  power  that 
has  been  allotted  him." 
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X. 

That  the  Nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khdn  dying  in  Februair,  1765, 
Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  was  appointed  guardian  to  his  child- 
ren, and  administrator  of  his  office,  or  regent,  which  appoint- 
ment the  court  of  directors  did  approve.  But  the  party  op- 
posite to  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn  having  continued  to  cabal 
against  him,  sundry  accusations  were  framed  relative  to  op- 
pression at  the  time  of  the  famine,  and  for  a  balance  due 
during  his  employment  of  collector  of  the  revenues ;  upon 
which  the  directors  did  order  him  to  be  deprived  of  his  oflfce ; 
and  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  his  conduct. 

XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  then  lately  appointed  to 
the  presidency,  did,  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1772,  write  letters  to  the  court  of  directors,  in- 
forming them,  that  on  the  very  next  day  after  he  had  re- 
ceived (as  he  asserts)  their  private  order, "  addressed  to  him- 
self alone,"  and  not  to  the  board,  he  did  despatch,  by  express 
messengers,  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton,  the  resident  at  the 
Nabob's  court  at  Muxadavad,in  a  public  character  and  trust 
with  the  Nabob,  to  arrest  in  his  capital,  and  at  his  court, 
and  without  any  previous  notice  gifen  of  any  charge,  his 
principal  minister,  the  aforesaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan,  and 
to  bring  him  down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  carefully  conceal 
his  said  proceedings  from  the  knowledge  of  the  board,  on 
pretext  of  his  not  being  .acquainted  with  their  dispositions, 
and  the  influence  which  he  thought  that  the  said  Mahomed 
Eeza  Khdn  had  amongst  them. 

XII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  he  gave  his 
orders  as  aforesaid  for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza 
Kh^n,  did  not  take  any  measures  to  compel  the  appearance 
of  any  other  persons  as  witnesses,  declaring  it  as  his  opinion, 
"  that  there  would  be  little  need  of  violence  to  obtain  such 
intelligence  as  they  could  give  against  their  former  master, 
when  his  authority  is  taken  from  him ; "  but  he  did  after- 
wards, in  excuse  for  the  long  detention  and  imprisonment  of 


401  i^BTic: 

the  said  Mahomod  Rcza  KhSn,  without  any  proofs  hai-ing  beeii 
obtiitued  of  hla  guiit.  or  meaaured  tnkeu  to  bring  him  to  a 
trial,  assure  the  dirvctora.  id  direct  contradiction  to  liie  former 
dpi'l oration, "  that  the  ijifluence  of  Mahomed  Bc£a  Khan  still 

frevailed  geueraliy  throughout  the  country,  iii  the  Nabob's 
ousfhold,  and  at  the  capital,  and  waa  Bcnrcely  affected  bv 
hia  preeent  diagmce," — uotwithstandiug,  aa  he,  the  eai!i 
Uastiaga,  doth  confesB,  he  bad  used  his  utmost  endeaToora 
"  to  break  that  iDfluence,  by  renioviug  bis  dependents,  and 
putting  the  direction  of  all  the  ailairs,  that  had  been  com- 
mitted to  his  core,  into  the  hands  of  the  most  potaerftd  or 
aelive  of  hU  eTietitka;  that  he  depended  on  the  activity  of 
their  hatred  to  Mahomed  Beza  Kh^  incited  by  the  exjxK^l- 
ation  of  rewards,  for  investigating  the  eoudoot  ol  the 
lattor ;  that  with  this  the  institution  of  the  new  I>uanaee 
coiui  i'k'd,  and  that  the  same  principle  had  guided  him  in  tlio 
elmji'i  of  Muany  Begum  ana  Bajah  Gourdaaa,  the  Ibnuer 
ibr  the  chief  adminiBt ration,  the  ktter,  [the  son  of  3S"imd- 
com[ir.  and  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hani&  of  his  father,]  for 
the  1-)  linn  nee  of  the  Nabob's  household,  both  the  deelareJ 
enemies  of  Mahomed  Ileaa  Khan." 

XI  IT. 

That  although  it  might  be  true,  that  enemies  will  become 
the  most  active  prosecutors,  and  ae  such  may,  though  under 
much  guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used  even  as  witnesses : 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  he  aji  exception,  supposing  their 
character  and  capacity  otherwise  good,  to  the  appointing 
them  to  power  j  yet  to  advance  persons  to  power  on  the 
gri  Hind  not  of  theu"  honour  and  integrity,  which  might  have 
prmluced  the  enmity  of  bad  men,  but  merely  tor  the  eaniity 
itsrir,  \nthoiit  any  reference  whatsoever  to  a  laudable  cause, 
and  (■\  en  with  a  declared  ill  opinion  of  the  morals  of  one  of 
the  ]>nrty,  such  as  was  actually  delivered  iu  the  said  letter 
by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Mundcomar,  (and  which,  time 
has  shown,  he  might  also  on  good  ground  have  conceived  of 
others,)  was,  in  the  circurastauccs  of  a  criminal  inquiry.  » 
motive  highly  disgraceful  lo  the  honour  of  government,  and 
destruetive  of  impartial  justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  of 
all  possible  temptation  to  Mse  accusation,  to  corrupt  and  fcfr 
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tious  conspiracies,  to  perjury,  and  to  every  species  of  injus- 
tice and  oppression. 

XIV. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  motives,  and  others 
pretended,  which  were  by  no  means  a  sufficient  justification 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  appoint  the  woman 
aforesaid,  called  Munny  Begum,  who  had  been  of  the  lowest 
and  most  discreditable  order  in  society,  according  to  the  ideas 
prevalent  in  India,  but  from  whom  he  received  several  sums 
of  money,  to  be  guardian  to  the  Nabob  in  preference  to  his 
own  mother,  and  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  government 
iu  the  place  of  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n,  the  second 
Mussulman  in  rank  after  the  Nabob,  and  the  first  in  know- 
ledge, gravity,  weight,  j^nd  character,  among  the  Mussulmen 
of  that  province.  And  in  order  to  try  every  method,  and  to 
take  every  chance  for  his  destruction,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did  maliciously  and  oppressively  keep  him  under  con- 
finement, for  a  part  of  the  time,  without  any  inquiry,  and 
afterwards,  with  a  slow  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two  years 
together. 

XV. 

That  notwithstanding  a  total  revolution  in  the  power,  in 
part  avowedly  made  for  his  destruction,  the  persons  ap- 
pointed for  iiis  trial  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely  acquit 
the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n  of  the  criminal  charges 
against  him,  on  account  of  which  he  had  been  so  long  per- 
secuted and  confined,  and  suffered  much  in  mind,  body,  and 
fortune ;  and  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the 
3rd  of  March,  1775,  testify  their  satisfaction  in  the  conduct 
and  result  of  the  said  inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restoration 
of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn  to  liberty,  and  to  the 
offices  which  he  had  lately  held,  which  comprehended  the 
management  of  the  Nabob's  household,  ana  the  general 
superintendency  of  the  justice  of  Bengal ;  but  according  to 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  his  appointments  were 
reduced  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  of 
which  he  did  make  grievous  complaint  on  account  of  the 
expenses  attendant  on  his  station,  and  the  heavy  debts, 
which  he  had  been  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  per- 
secution and  imprisonment  aforesaid. 


OF   GBASaS 


XVI. 

That  iiri  tlie  removal  of  the  taii  Mahomed  Beza 
from  the  sDjierintendeney  of  the  crirainal  justice. 
Beqiieiice  of  letting  the  province  of  Bengol  in  farm  ty  the 
Baid  WaiTcii  Hastinga,  several  dangerous  and  miacliievoua 
innovations  were  made  by  Iiim,  the  said  Warren  Haatinga,  \ 
and  the  i.Tiininal  justice  of  the  country  waa  aliuost  wholly  i\ 
subverted,  imd  great  irregukrities  and  diaordere  did  actually  1 
ensue.  \ 

XYII.  I 

That  the  council -general,  establitihed  by  act  ofparliament        'J 
iD  the  year  1773,  did  restore  the  said  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n,        ' 
with  the  t-oiisent  and  approbation  of  the  Nabob,  (but  undor 
a  protest  from  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  to  hia  liberty, 
and  to  h  is  offices,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  giren 
by  the  ctmrt  of  directors  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  court  of  di- 
rectors (liil  approve  of  the  said  appointment,  and  did  aasucs 
the  said  Mahomed  Beza  Khan  of  tneir  favour  and  protectioK 
as  long  tii  his  conduct  should  merit  the  same,  in  the  to)iv^ 
ing  terms  ;    as  "  the  ahilitios  of  Mahomed  Razn  Khin  I 
been  sulhcieutly  manifested  ;   as  ofEcial  experience  quali , 
him  for  sii  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  ai 
other  native  with  whom  the  Company  has  beeu  conaectfll 
aud  as  no  proofs  of  maladminietration  have  been  establisln 
agaiuat  him,  either  during  the  strict  inveatigatiou  of  1 
conduct,  tir  aince  hia  retirement,  we  cannot  under  all  circum- 
stances but  approve  your  recommendation  of  him  to  the 
Nabob  til  constitute  biin  hia  naib.     We  are  well  pleaaed, 
that  he  liaa  received  that  appointment,  and  authorize  you  to 
assure  him  of  our  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to  the 
interest  iif  the  Company,  and  a  proper  discharge  of  tlw 
duties  of  hia  station,  shaU  reuder  him  worthy  of  our  protec- 
tion."    And  the  aaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Khin  did  continue  to 
eiecute  tlic  sumo  without  any  complaint  whatsoever  of  nsl- 
versation  or  negligence,  in  any  manner  or  degree,  in  hia, aud 
ofhce. 

XVIII. 

That  iu  March,  177S,  the 
colour,  tliat  the  Nabob  had 
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and  had  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  uncontrolled 
management  of  his  own  affairs,  and  that  Mahomed  Eeza 
Khan  should  be  removed  from  his  office,  and  that  Munny 
Begum  his  step-mother,  the  dancing-girl  aforesaid,  "  should 
take  on  herself  the  management  of  the  nizamut  [the  govern- 
ment and  general  superintendency  of  criminal  justice]  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  person  whatsoever;"  and,  not- 
withstanding the  contradictions  in  the  pretended  applications 
from  the  Nabob,  with  whose  incapacity  for  all  affairs  he  was 
well  acquainted,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  without  regard  to  the  infamy  of  an  arrange- 
ment, made  for  the  evident  and  declared  purpose  of  deliver- 
ing not  only  the  family  with  the  prince,  but  the  government 
and  justice  of  a  great  kingdom,  into  such  insufficient,  cor- 
rupt, and  scandalous  hands ;  and  though  he  has  declared  his 
opinion,  "  that  our  national  character  is  concerned  in  the 
character  which  the  Nabob  may  obtain  in  the  public 
opinion,"  on  obtaining  a  majority  in  council,  without  any 
complaint,  real  or  pretended,  remove  the  said  Mahomed  E<eza 
from  all  his  offices,  and  did  partition  his  salary  as  a  spoil  in 
the  following  manner : — to  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing-girl 
aforesaid,  an  additional  allowance  of  seventy-two  thousand 
rupees  [£7200]  a  year  ;  to  the  Nabob's  own  mother  but  half 
that  sura,  that  is  to  say,  36,000  rupees  [£3600]  a  year ;  to 
B-ajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar,  (whom  he  had  described 
as  a  weak  young  man,)  72,000  rupees  [£7200]  a  year,  as 
controller  of  the  household ;  and  to  a  magistrate,  called 
Sudder  ul  Hock,  who  in  real  subserviency  to  the  said  Munny 
Begum  was  nominally  to  act  in  the  department  of  criminal 
justice,  78,000  rupees  [£7800]  a  year;  the  total  of  which 
allowances  exceeding  the  salary  of  Mahomed  Beza  Kh^n  by 
18,000  rupees  [£1800]  yearly,  he  did,  for  the  corrupt  and 
scandalous  purposes  aforesaid,  order  the  same  to  be  made  up 
from  the  Company's  treasury. 

XIX. 

That  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler  having  moved,  that  the 
execution  of  the  aforesaid  arrangement,  the  whole  expense 
of  which,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  was  charged  upon  the 
Company's  treasury,  and  therefore  could  not  be  even  colour- 
ably  disposed  of  at  the  pretended  will  of  the  said  Nabob, 

VOL.  IV.  2   K 


might  bo  Biwpmdud  until  tLa  pleMiire  of  tho  court  of  ii 
re«tor§  thnron  clioulil  bo  known ;  Bud  tlio  utaat  being  »■  ' 
Bolved  agreeably  to  law  by  a  majority  of  the  cooncil  itm  I 
preaeiit,  the  eaid  Hastings,  ur^-ing  qu  violently  tho  imnw-  ] 
aitbte  ejecution  of  bie  corrupt  project,  and  having  obtninwl, 
by  the  return  of  Richard  fiarwcll,  Eaquire,  a  tnajority  io 
council  on  big  own  easting  rote,  did  rescind  the  al'on«ftid  w-  ■ 
solution,  and  did  carry  into  iinroediate  execution  thaafoct  1 
said  most  unwarraotablc,  miacbievouH,  and  scoDdaloua  defdgn.    | 

XS.  I 

Tiiat  the  conBequoaces.  wbii^b  might  br   expected  itoa  I 

such  a  plan  of  administration,  did  ulmout  iDstiuitly  flow  froni  | 

it.     For  the  person  appointed  to  eiecute  one  of  the  offiw*,  1 
which  had  been  filled  by  Mahomed  Bezs  Kh^n,  did  wfHi 

find,  that  tho  eunuchs  of  Mmmy  Begum  began  to  employ  I 

their  power  with  Buperiority  and  insolence  iu  all  the  cirti-  1 
cema  of  govemment  and  the  administration  of  justice,  anii 

did  endeavour  to  dispose  of  the  offices  relative  to  the  same  ' 

for  their  corrupt  purposes,  and  to  rob  the  Nabob's  servanU  ' 

of  their  due  allowances  ;  and  in  his  letter  of  the  Igt  Septem-  i 

ber,  1778,  he  sent  a  complaint  to  the  board,  atntine,  "  tlisl  I 

certain  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  tiie  Nabob's  I 

'  temper,  by  whose  instigation  he  acts."    And  after  oompl^-  ' 
ing  of  the  slighta  be  received  from  the  Nabob,  he  adds,    thui .  i 

they  cause  the  Nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes  with  indignity.  | 
at  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think  propur  to  sdvite 

him  :  their  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  me  to  (liipleasure  at  ( 

moat  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  uie  eitiicr  to  rn-  | 
linquiah  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them,  and  act  by  th«r 
advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  w; commendation  to 
the  different  offices,  from  which  tJiey  might  draw  profit  to 
themselves." 

XXI.  ! 

That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  governor,  the  eaidsu-  t 

ferintendent  of  justice  did  inform,  him,  the   said  Warren  1 

Fastings,  of  the  audacious  and  corrupt  manner,  iTi  whidi  by  I 

violence,  fraud,  and  forgery,  the  rimucha  of  Munnv  Begum  ^ 

had  abused  the  Nabob's  name,  to  deprive  the  ju^cial  ao<l  ; 

executory  officers  of  justice  of  the  salariea,  which  they  ought  | 
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to  have  drawn  from  the  Company'H  treaatirj,  in  the  follow- 
ing words  ; — "  The  Begum's  ministers,  bL'fory  my  arriviU, 
with  the  advice  of  their  couaaellors,  caused  the  Nabob  to 
sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which  they  received,  at  two 
different  times,  near  50,000  rupees  [£5000]  in  the  name  of 
the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  fouailary,  Ac,  from  the  Company's 
circara ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account-current  in  the  ntati' 
ner  they  wished,  they  had  got  the  Nabob  to  sign  it,  and  send 
it  to  me."  And  iu  the  same  letter  he  asserts,  "  that  theee 
people  bad  the  Nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 
XXII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  upon  this  representation, 
did,  notwithstanding  his  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fltnesH 
and  the  right  of  the  Nabob  to  the  sole  ooministrntion  of  his 
own  affairs,  authoritatively  forbid  him  fron)  noy  interference 
therein,  and  ordered,  that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  the 
magistrate  aforesaid  ;  to  which  the  Nabob  did,  notwithstand- 
ing his  pretended  iudependence,  yield  an  immedinte  and  un- 
reserved Bubmiaaion ;  for  the  said  Itaatinga's  order  being 
given  on  the  iirst  of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  received  bn 
ajiswer  from  Muiadavad  on  the  third,  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure,  I  have  relinquished  all 

concern  with  the  affairs  of  the  fousdary  and  adawlut,  learinA 
the  entire  management  in  Judder  til  Hock's  handa."  Whicn 
said  circumstance,  as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly  prove*, 
that  all  the  Nabob's  actions  were  in  truth  and  fact  entirely 
governed  by  the  influence  of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  thu 
however  the  said  Hastings  may  have  publicly  discouraged 
the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  said  court,  yet  he  did  secretly" 
uphold  the  authority  and  iufluence  of  Munny  Begum,  wbo 
did  entirely  direct,  with  his  knowledge  and  countenance,  all 
the  proceedings  therein.     For 

XXIII. 

That  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month  of  September  he  did 
receive  a  further  complaint  of  the  corrupt  and  fraudulent 
practices  of  the  cliief  eunuch  of  the  said  Munny  Begum ; 
and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  continue  and  increase, 
that  on  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  he  was  obliged  to  confess, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  pernicious  consequences  Of  hit 
before-created,  unwarrantable,  and  illegal  arrangeinentl  \  is^ 


I 


!B9es  himself    | 


I 


D  a  letter  of  that  date  t.o  tlie  Xabob,  lie  expresses  1 
.«  followe:  "At  your  En^elleucy'H  retjuost,  I  sent  Sudder 
I  ill  Hock  EhAn  to  take  on  him  the  admini  at  ration  of  the  af- 
f  the  adfiwlut  and  fouzdary.  aad  hoped  by  that  means 
^ot  only  to  hnve  given  aatiafact'ion  to  your  Eseellency,  but 
J'that,  through  his  ahilitiee  and  expe^ien(^e,  these  affairs  would 
riksre  been  conducted  in  euch  manner  as  to  have  secured  the 
peac«  of  th»  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people;  and 
it  is  with  the  greatest  concern  I  learn,  that  this  meaauni  W 
■o  far  &om  being  attended  with  the  expected  advantages, 
that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouidary  and  adawlut  are  in  the 
greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  robberiea  and  mur- 
ders ore  perpetrated  throughout  the  country.  This  ie  evi- 
dently owing  to  the  want  of  d  proper  authority  in  the  person 
appointed  to  superintend  them.  I  therefore  addressed  jour 
Excellency  on  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  aSkira  in 
question,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  peraon  chosen  to  administer  them :  in  reply  to 
which  your  Excellency  expressed  sentiments  co-incident  with 
mine ;  notwithstanding  which,  your  dependents  and  people, 
actuated  by  Sflfisk  and  avaricious  views,  have  by  their  inter- 
ferenoe  to  impeded  the  businesi,  as  to  throw  the  whole  country 
into  a  stale  of  confusion ;  from  tohiek  nothing  can  retrieee  U 
but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  superintend- 
enl.  I  therefore  request,  that  your  Eicellency  will  give  the 
strictest  iujuuctiona  to  all  your  dependents  not  to  interien 
in  any  manner  with  auj  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the 
adawlut  and  fouzdary ;  and  that  you  will  yourself  relinquish 
all  interference  therein,  and  leave  tbem  entirely  to  the  maa- 
ngement  of  Sudder  ul  Hock  Khan :  this  ie  absolutely  neces- 
mry  to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquillity."  And 
lie  concluded  by  again  recommending  the  Nabob  to  witfadnv 
kII  interference  with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  "  otherwise 
■:,  which  I  adopted  at  jour  Excellency's  request, 
and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfaction,  and  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  will  he  attended  with  quite  contrary  effects,  and 
:liring  discredit  on  me." 

XXIV. 
That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  in  wbieh 
/he  so  strongly  condemns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly  marks  out 
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I 

fhe  mischievous  effects  of  the  corrupt  influence,  under  which 
alone  the  Nabob  acted,  and  under  which  alone,  from  his 
known  incapacity,  and  his  dependence  on  the  person  sup- 
ported by  tha  said  Hastings,  he  could  act,  did  propose  to 
put  all  the  offices  of  justice  (which  on  another  occasion  he 
had  requested  him  to  permit  to  remain  in  the  hands  which 
then  held  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or  rather 
the  woman  and  eunuchs,  who  governed  him,  "  that  if  his  Ex- 
cellency has  any  plan  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in 
future,  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every  atten- 
tion shall  be  paid  to  give  your  Excellency  satisfaction."  By 
which  means  not  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the  whole 
system  of  justice,  was  to  be  afloat,  and  to  be  subject  to  the 
purposes  of  the  aforesaid  corrupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs* 

XXV. 

That  the  court  of  directors,  on  receiving  an  account  of  the 
above  arrangements,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit,  in* 
tent  ion,  and  probable  effect  of  the  sanie,  did,  in  a  clear,  firm, 
and  decisive  manner,  express  their  condemnation  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  their  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pretended 
grounds  and  reasons,  on  which  the  same  was  supported ; 
marking  distinctly  his  prevarication  and  contradictions  in  the 
same,  and  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of  the  Tin- 
worthy  motives,  on  which  he  had  made  so  shameful  an  ar- 
rangement; teUing  him,  in  the  17th  paragraph  of  their 
general  letter,  of  the  4th  of  February,  1779,  "  the  Nabob's 
letters  of  the  25th  and  30th  of  August,  of  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  17th  of  November,  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true 
design  of  this  extraordinary  business  being  to  bring  forward 
Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  improper  power 
and  influence,  notwithstanding  our  former  declaration,  that 
so  great  a  part  of  the  Nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled 
and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence." 

XXVI. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  censure  and  condemnation  of 
the  unwarrantable  measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by 
the  court  of  directors,  on  the  aforesaid  and  other  weighty 
and  substantial  grounds,  they  did  order  and  direct  as  follows, 
in  the  20th  paragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  date : 


iiat  the  offi(!u     I 


^^^MOS  ABTICt.ES    OF  ClIAm 

^^H  "  As  wo  decnt  it  for  the  welfnro  of  the  couDtiy,  that  tl 
^^V  of  Doib  soubodar  bo  for  the  present  ecntiaued,  and  thttt  thii 
^^"  high  office  sbuuld  be  filled  bj  a  person  of  wisdoni,  eipeiienoe, 
'  snd  of  approved  fidelitv  to  the  Company ;  and  as  we  bare  BO 

reason  to  alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Beza  KhSn, 

kin  our  letter  of  the  2-ith  December,  1776,  we  poaitively  dii^ct, 
that  you  forthwith  Bignify  to  the  Nabob,  Mobarek  ul  DowU, 
our  pleasure,  that  Mahomed  E*zft  KhSa  be  immediatelr  re- 
stored to  the  office  of  naih  soubadar ;  and  we  liutber  dnwt, 
ibnt  Btahomed  Heza  Kh&n  be  again  assured  of  the  CCB- 
tinuance  of  our  favours,  so  lone;  as  a  lirm  attachment  to  the 
interests  of  the  Company,  and  a  proper  diaehai^e  of  the 
duties  of  his  station,  shall  render  bim  worthy  of  our  pro- 
tection." 

XXVII, 
That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  convey  in  it  such  evident 
and  cogent  reason,  and  was  ho  far  enforced  by  justice  to  in- 
dividu^  and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
natives,  as  well  as  by  tbe  common  decorum  to  be  observed  in 
all  tbe  transactions  of  government,  that  the  said  Hastings 
ought  to  have  yiplded  a  cheerful  obecUence  thereto,  even  if 
he  bad  not  been  by  a  positive  statute,  and  his  relation  of 
servant  to  the  Company,  bound  to  that  just  submission.  Yet 
the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or  evading  any  one 
of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  court  of  directors,  or  contro- 
Terting  the  scandalous  motives  assigned  by  tbem  for  his  con- 
duct, contumaciously  refuse  obedience  to  the  above  positive 
order,  on  pretence,  that  the  Nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  it 
on  record  "  to  be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a  mere 
pageant,  and  without  even  the  shadow  of  authority,"  did  dis- 
sent from  the  same ;  and  he  did  encourage  the  said  Nabob,  or 
rather  the  eunuchs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Beguto. 
to  oppose  himself  and  themselves  to  the  authority  of  the  s»id 
court  of  directors ;  by  which  means  the  arrangement,  three 
times  either  ratified,  or  expressly  ordered  by  them,  was 
whoOy  defeated ;  the  albresoia  corrupt  system  was  continoed ', 

IAtahomed  Keza  Khan  was  not  restored  to  his  ofBce;  and  a 
lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  oil  ranks,  that  the  de- 
(dored  approbation,  the  avowed  sanction,  and  tbe  decided 
mthority  of  tbe  court  of  direotora,  were  wholly  migatory  ' 
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d^ 
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ir  protection  against  the  corrupt  influence  of  their 

ts. 

XXVIII. 

t  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  a  reconciUation  with 
rancis,  one  of  the  council-general,  who  made  it  a  con- 
thereof,  that  certain  of  the  Company's  orders  should 
)yed,  and  that  Mahomed  Beza  Kh^  should  be  re- 
to  his  offices,  did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwith* 
ig  the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  Nabob,  and  his 
ded  freedom,  make,  for  his  convenience  in  the  said 
nodation,  the  arrangement,  which  he  had  unwarrant- 
nd  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  cpurt  of  di- 
} ;  and  did,  of  his  own  authority  and  that  of  the  board, 
)  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  to  his  offices. 

XXIX. 

t  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  said  Mr.  Pranois  he 
iin  deprive  the  said  Mahomed  Beza  "Kh^  of  his  said 

and  did  make  several  great  changes  in  the  constitu- 
*  the  criminal  justice  in  the  said  country ;  and  after 
,  under  pretence  of  the  Nabob's  sufficiency  for  the 
ement  of  his  own  affairs,  displaced,  without  any  speciflo 
,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever,  the  said  Mahomed  Beza 

he  did  submit  the  said  Nabob  to  the  entire  direction, 
)arts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  own  nominap 
ir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did  order  an  account  of  the 
ainute  parts  of  his  domestic  economy  to  be  made  out> 

be  delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the  fol- 

words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him  entitled,  IN- 
CTIONS  from  the  governor-general  to  the  Nabob 
ek  ul  Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  manage- 
of  his  affairs:  "You  will  be  pleased  to  direct  your 
seddies  to  form  an  account  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your 
ly  expenses,  such  as  servants'  wages  in  the  different 
ments,  pensions,  and  other  allowances,  as  well  as  of 
imated  amount  of  variable  expenses,  to  be  deliyeredto 
bn  Doylej  for  my  inspection,  I  have  given  such  orders 
John  Doyley  as  will  enable  him  to  propose  to  you  such 
ions  of  the  pensions  and  other  allowances,  and  such  a 
ution  of  the  variable  expenses,  as  shall  be  proportion- 


501-  ARTICLES   or    CHARGE 

al)l»»  to  llio  lotnl  sum  oi'  your  montblv  income;  and  I  must 
nyifcsf  you  will  roftf'or/n  to  it.^^  And  he  did,  in  the  subse- 
qiu'iit  jirtifli's  of  Iho  said  instructions,  order  the  whole  man- 
ji^j^t'iiu'ut  to  1)0  (lin^'tod  hy  »Sir  John  Doylov,  subject  to  his 
own  (lirt'ctions  as  aiorosaid;  and  did  even  direct  what  com- 
pany ho  sh<^uUl  koop ;  and  did  throw  reflections  on  some 
])ors()ns  in  phircs  thi;  iioarcst  to  him,  as  of  bad  character  and 
haso  orji^in — ])(Tsons,  whom  he  should  decline  to  name  as 
such,  **  unless  lie  heard,  that  they  still  availed  themselves  of 
his  <j:()()(hiess  to  retain  the  places,  which  they  improperly  hold 
near  his  person."  And  he  did  particularly  order  the  said 
>i'al)()b  not  to  admit  any  English,  but  such  as  the  said  Sir 
.lohn  Doyley  should  approve,  to  his  presence :  and  did  repeat 
Ihi'  said  order  in  the  ibllowing  peremptory  manner:  "You 
m it st  forbid  any  person  of  that  nation  to  be  intruded  into 
your  presence,  without  his  introduction."  And  be  did  re- 
(juire  his  obedience  in  the  following  authoritative  style:  "I 
shall  think  myself  obliged  to  interfere  in  another  manner,  if 
you  neu:lect  it." 

XXX. 

That  he  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  did  insult  the  captive 
condition  of  the  said  Nabob  by  informing  him,  in  his  impe- 
rious instructions  albresaid,  that  this  total,  blind,  and  implicit 
obiMlicnce,  in  (»v(»ry  respect  whatsoever,  to  Sir  John  Doyley 
and  himself  ])(^rsonally,  and  without  any  reference  to  the 
board,  **  was  the  very  conditiotis  of  the  compliance  of  the 
governor-general  inul  council  with  his  late  requisition;" 
which  reciuisiliou  was  that  he  should  enjoy  the  free  andun- 
ro?if rolled  inanagiMuent  of  his  own  affairs.  And  though  the 
said  ca))tive  did  oiler,  as  he  the  said  Hastings  himself  admits, 
fotfr  htcks  of  his  stipcMid,  at  that  time  reduced  to  sixteen 
lacks,  for  the  free  vse  of  the  remainder^  yet  he  did  place  him 
tilt*  sjiid  Nabob  in  the  state  of  servitude  in  the  said  instruc- 
tions laid  down,  but  a  very  short  time  after  he  had  assumed 
aiul  used  the  said  Nabob's  independent  rights  as  a  ground 
for  refusing  to  obc^y  the  Company's  orders;  and  although  he 
has  declariMl,  or  ])ret  ended,  (m  another  occasion,  which  ho 
would  have  thought  similar,  that  any  attempt  to  limit  the 
household  expenses  of  the  JVabob  of  Oudo  was  an  indignity, 
''which  no  man  living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  or 
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dependent  his  condition  in  it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised 
by  any  other,  without  the  want  or  foneiture  of  every  manly 
principle." 

XXXI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  order  the  said  stipend 
(which  was  to  be  distributed,  in  the  minutest  particular,  ac- 
cording to  the  said  Hastings's  personal  directions)  to  be 
paid  monthly  not  to  any  officer  of  the  Nabob,  but  to  the 
said  resident  Sir  John  Doyley.  And  whereas  the  governor- 
general  and  council  did,  on  the  appointment  of  Mahomed, 
Heza  Khan,  according  to  their  duty  instruct  him,  that  "  he 
do  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Company,  which  direct,  that 
an  annual  account  of  the  Nabob's  expenses  be  transmitted, 
through  the  resident  at  the  durbar,  for  the  inspection  of  this 
board,'' — the  said  Hastings,  in  making  his  new  establish- 
ment in  favour  of  his  resident,  did  wholly  omit  the  said  in- 
struction, and  did  confine  the  said  communication  to  himself 
privately.  And  in  fact  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  account 
whatsoever  of  the  disposition  of  the  said  large  sum,  exceed- 
ing £160,000  sterling  a  year,  has  been  laid  before  the  board, 
or  at  least  that  any  such  account  has  been  transmitted  to 
the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  is  not  fitting,  that  any  British 
servant  of  the  Company  should  have  the  management  of  any 
public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum,  without  a  public 
weU- vouched  account  of  the  specific  expenditure  thereof. 

XXXII. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766, 
propose  certain  rules  for  regulating  the  correspondence  of 
the  resident  with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which  they  did 
direct,  as  a  principle  for  the  said  regulations,  as  follows 
(paragraph  16th)  :  "  We  would  have  his  correspondence  to 
be  carried  on  with  the  select  committee  through  the  channel 
of  the  president ;  he  should  keep  a  diary  of  all  his  transac- 
tions. His  correspondence  with  the  natives  must  be  publicly 
conducted;  copies  of  all  his  letters,  sent  and  received,  be 
transmitted  monthly  to  the  presidency,  with  duplicates  and 
triplicates  to  be  transmitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by 


twTc^fXT   arwr\ 
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XXXIII. 

That  tho  prosidont  and  Bolocfc  committeo  (Lord  Clive 
hcinu;  lluMi  prortidcnt)  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial 
part  nt'  tho  said  roi^ulation  (the  diary  excepted) ;  and  the 
priiutlplc,  in  all  matters  of  account,  ought  to  have  been 
striftly  adliorod  to,  whatever  limitations  may  have  been 
p;iv»Mi  to  the  oflice  of  resident.  Tet  he  the  said  Warren 
Hastinjjjs,  in  deliance  of  the  aforesaid  good  rules,  orders,  and 
late  precedent  in  conformity  to  the  same,  did  not  only  with- 
hold any  order  for  the  pnrpose,  but,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  said  durbar  in  a  clandestine  maimer  for  his 
own  purposes,  did,  as  aforcisaid,  exclude  all  English  from  an 
intcTeourse  with  the  Nabob,  who  might  carry  complaints  or 
representations  to  tho  board,  or  the  court  of  directors,  of  hia 
condition  or  the  conduct  of  the  resident ;  and  did  further,  to 
deteat  all  possible  publicity,  insinuate  to  him  to  give  the 
preference  to  verbal  communication  above  letters,  in  the 
words  iollowinp;  of  the  Otli  article  of  his  instructions  to  the 
Xabob  :  "  Altliouj^h  I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently, 
yet,  as  many  matters  will  occur,  which  cannot  be  so  easHy 
expldined  by  letters  as  hj  conversation^  I  desire,  that  you  will 
on  such  occasions  ^ivc  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such 
])oints  as  you  may  desire  to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I,  post- 
poning every  other  concern,  will  give  an  immediate  ana  the 
most  satisfactory  reply  concerning  them."  Accordingly,  no 
n>lation  whatsoever  luis  been  received  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors of  the  said  Xal)ob's  alfairs;  nor  any  account  of  tho 
money  monthly  paid,  except  from  ])ul)lic  fame,  which  re- 
ports, that  his  affairs  are  in  great  disorder,  his  servants 
unpaid,  and  many  of  them  dismissed,  and  all  the  Mussulmen 
depcMident  on  his  family  in  a  state  of  indigence. 


XVIII.     THE  MOCJUL  DP]LTVE11ED  UP  TO 

THE  MAIliiATTAS. 

I. 

TuAT  vShah  A  Hum.  the  ])rince,  commonly  called  the  Groat 
IMogul,  or,  by  eniin(Mice,  The  King,  is,  or  lately  was,  in  the 
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possession  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Hindostan ;  and  though 
without  any  considerable  territory,  and  without  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  maintain  a  moderate  state,  he  is  still  much  re- 
spected and  considered;  and  the  custody  of  his  person  is 
eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  princes  in  India,  on  account 
of  the  use  to  be  made  of  his  title  and  authority ;  and  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  East-India  Company,  that,  while  on 
one  hand  no  wars  shall  be  entered  into  in  support  of  his 
pretensions,  on  the  other  no  steps  should  be  taken,  which 
may  tend  to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  power- 
ful states  of  that  country ;  but  that  he  should  be  treated 
with  friendship,  good  faith,  and  respectful  attention. 

11. 

That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  this  safe,  just, 
and  honourable  policy,  strongly  prescribed  and  enforced  by 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  did  (at  a  time  when  'he 
was  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the  declared  purpose  of  which 
was  to  give  peace  to  India)  concur  with  the  captain-general 
of  the  Mahratta  state,  called  Madajee  Scindia,  in  hostile  de- 
signs against  the  few  remaining  territories  of  that  same 
Mogul  emperor,  by  virtue  of  whose  grant  the  Company 
actually  possess  the  government,  and  enjoy  the  revenues,  of 
great  provinces,  and  also  against  the  possessions  of  a  Ma- 
homedan  chief  called  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  person  of  much  merit 
with  the  East-India  Company ;  in  acknowledgment  of  which 
they  had  granted  him  a  pension,  included  in  the  tribute  due 
to  the  king,  and,  together  with  that  tribute,  taken  from  him 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  expressly  guaranteed 
to  him  by  the  Company.  With  both  these  powers  the  Com- 
pany had  been  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at  peace  at 
the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concurrence  in  a  design 
against  them;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  since  declared, 
that  the  right  of  one  of  them,  namely,  "  the  right  of  the 
Mogul  emperor,  to  our  assistance  has  been  constantly  ac- 
knowledged." 

III. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  of  his  treach- 
erous concurrence  in  a  design  against  a  power,  which  he  was 
himself  of  opinion  we  were  bound  to  assist,  and  against 


^)n•^  AirncLKs  of  charge 

V.  ).■  ■  1  t!.'  H'  was  ii(»  (Idulit  ho  was  bound  neither  to  form  nor 
t..  ...  Ill-  ill  any  linstih*  attempt,  did  give  a  caution  to 
('.!■  !il  .Muir,  to  whtnn  the  negotiation  aforesaid  was  in- 
tra-:' 1  nil  the  part  (»t*th«'  Company,  against  '*  inserting  any- 
I'.iiiLr  in  thr  tnaty,  which  might  expresslt/ mark  ouv  knotO' 
hil'h  >'!"  \\\<  tht»  .Mahratta  general's]  views  or  concurrence  in 
tin  III."  Which  said  transaction  was  full  of  duplicity  and 
Iran  I :  and  the  crime  of  the  said  Hastings  therein  is  aggra- 
Nai'«l  I'v  \\\<  havinic  some  vears  before  withheld  the  tribute, 
whirli  l)y  trraty  was  soh'innly  agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
kiiiLT.  <'M  pntcncc  that  he  had  thrown  himself,  for  the  re- 
^'■^\rv\'  of  his  city  of  Dcllii,  on  the  protection  of  the  Mahrat- 
t.is.  whiini  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  called  the  natural 
( n(  niirs  of  the  Company,  and  the  growth  of  whose  power  be 
t'l'ii  .iMeixed  to  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  interest  of  this 
kiii_:<l()iH  ill  India. 

IV. 

riial  after  liaving  concurred,  in  the  manner  before  men- 
tiMin  ,1.  in  a  (lesii^n  of  the  ]\lahrattas  against  the  Mogul;  and 
not  w  ithstaiiding  he  the  said  AVarren  Hastings  bad  formerly 
d-  ilirnl.  "that  with  him  [the  jVIogid]  our  connexion  had 
lit(!i  a  l.)nu^  time  suspended,  and  he  wished  never  to  see  it  rc- 
iicirui  as  it  had  proved  a  fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  Bengal, 
ami  the  treasury  of  the  Company,  without  yielding  one 
a.l\;nitML:»'  or  j)ossilde  resource,  even  of  remote  benefits,  in 
It  turn,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  nevertheless,  on  or 
ah)nt  the  month  of  March,  1783,  with  the  privity  and  con- 
sm!  of  t  he  iiKMiilxTs  of  the  board,  but  by  no  authoritative act^ 
(hsjiatch.  as  agents  of  him  the  governor-general  only,  and  not 
as  a:^  iits  of  the  governor-general  and  council,  as  they  ought 
t.t  ha\e  been,  certain  persons,  among  whom  were  Major 
r»!o\\ii.'  and  Major  Davy,  to  the  court  of  the  king  at  Delhi, 
an.l  (li.l  thei'c  enter  into  certain  engagements  with  the  said 
kiiiLT  I'V  th(^  m(\aiis  of  those  agents,  and  did  carry  on  certain 
]«ri\at(>  and  (huii^^eroiis  intrigues  for  various  purposes,  par- 
ti.iilai-ly  for  makini;  war  in  favour  of  tlie  said  king,  against 
some  powers  ov  princes  not  ])rocisely  described,  but  which, 
a-  ma\  he  injerred  from  a  subsequent  correspondence,  were 
ct  rta;:i  >lalioiii(Mlan  ])rinces  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  Delhi 
in  amity  witli  the  Company,  and  some  of  them  at  that  time 


AGAINST  WAEREN  HASTINGS.  509 

in  the  actual  service,  and  in  the  apparent  confidence  and 
favour  of  the  said  Mogul;  and  he  did  order  Major  Browne 
to  offer  to  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense 
of  ani/  troops  the  ShAh  [the  said  king]  might  require ;  and 
the  proposal  was  accordingly  accepted  with  the  conditions 
annexed;  by  which  proposal,  and  acceptance  thereof,  the 
East-India  Company  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  great  and 
perplexing  difficulty,  since  either  they  were  to  engage,  at  an 
unlimited  expense,  in  new  wars,  contrary  to  their  orders, 
contrary  to  their  general  declared  policy,  and  contrary  to  the 
published  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  state  of  their  finances ;  or,  to  preserve 
peace,  they  must  risk  the  imputation  of  a  new  violation  of 
faith,  by  departing  from  an  agreement  made  on  the  voluntary 
proposal  of  their  own  government;  the  agent  of  the  said 
Hastings  having  declared,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings, 
by  him  communicated  to  the  board,  "that  the  business  of 
assisting  the  ShAh  [the  Mogul  emperor]  can  and  must  goon, 
if  we  wish  to  be  secure  in  India,  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of 
faith  and  honour." 

V. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  20th  day  of 
January,  1784,  send  in  circulation  to  the  other  members  of 
the  council  a  letter  to  him  from  his  agent.  Major  Browne, 
dated  at  Delhi  on  the  30th  of  December,  1783,  viz.  that 
letter,  to  which  the  foregoing  references  are  made,  in  which 
the  said  Browne  did  directly  press,  and  indirectly  (though 
sufficiently  and  strongly)  suggest  several  highly  dangerous 
measures  for  realizing  the  general  offers  and  engagements  of 
the  said  Warren  Hastings ; — proposing,  that  besides  a  pro- 
portion of  field-artillery,  and  a  train  of  battering  camion 
for  the  purpose  of  sieges,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  in  the 
Company's  service  should  be  transferred  to  that  of  the  said 
king,  and  that  certain  other  corps  should  also  be  raised  for 
the  said  service  in  the  English  provinces  and  dependencies, 
to  be  immediately  under  the  king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders, 
and  to  be  maintained  by  assignments  of  territorial  revenue 
within  the  province  of  Oude,  a  dependent  member  of  the 
British  government,  but  with  a  caution  against  having  any 
British  officer  with  the  same ;  the  said  Major  Browne  ex- 


.'-!«i  ai:ti(I.i:s  ok  chakcie 

:  '   —  ':.:  liis  f::ii1it»ii  as  t'ollnWL'th  ; — "  If  any  European  officer 

i'    .. .    .  iliis  <;nrj)s,  a  vrrv  iiii-o  judgment  indeed  must  direct 

.    ..(•':  t'(»r  M":ircc  any  are  in  the  smallest  degreey?^for 

s  w //  .   ,.j.l(.y,  Itut    imu'h  moiv  likely  to  do  harm  than  good." 

\i..i    i;n'    liittr   atui-fsaid  lu'inj;   without   any    obsen'ation 
\.    :       I,  (»r  aiiv  (li>av(mal  of  the  matters  of  tact,  or  of  the 
, ,  ....  '^  ;,.,  >tr<»nulv  and  aiitlioritativclv  delivered  therein  bv 

!:   •    ;;.:!  Warn'ii  llastin«^s's  a^^eiit,  and  without  any  mark  of 
(i;  ..:■;  I-.  laiiiin  (jfany  |jart  of  his  plan,  whether  that  of  the  as- 
.......  ...,|  ,,f  tirritory  helonj^in^jj  to  the  Company's  allies  for 

1  !■  i.i;;i!iit'nanee  o{'  troops,  wiiieh  were  to  be  by  that  plan  put 
I i ;.!.!•  till'  (tnlcrs  of  a  foreign  independent  power,  or  that  of 

..  i  .  .iiiu'  the  said  troops  without  any  British  officer  with 
t  1'  I ;  (T  tor  liis  alannini^  observation  by  him  entered  on  the 
(".'!  !,  ;.:iy"s  reetirds,  wliieli,  if  not  an  implied  censure  on  the 
I  .•:'i:"'  ul'tlie  service,  in  whieh  British  oificers  are  supposed 
i;  ^"T.  jri'  to  l)e  trustetl,  is  a  strong  reliection  on  the  character 
'!  i:.'  I)l•ili^ll  oillcers,  which  was  to  render  them  vinfit  to  be 
«"..:)i..\('.l  ill  an  honourable  service — the  said  AVarren  Hast- 
\\.:  •  :i.i  tln'rrl)v  irive  a  countenance  to  the  said  unwarrant- 
:i:ii.'  ;:::<L  (.langcrous  proposals  and  reflections. 

VI. 

ri::!t.  a  consiilcrahh^  time  before  the  production  and  circula- 
'.fii  "!'  -M:\ji)r  Hnjwne's  letter,  the  said  Hastings  did  enter  a 

!.  ;:  '  of  consultaticm,  containing  a  proposition  similar  in 
;  I  '.. -.M-ral  intent  to  that  in  the  said  letter  contained  for 
.'••si-i  i ;:..-;  Uie  Mognl  with  a  military  force;  but  the  other 
J.. .1.1 1 :  r.<  of  the  board  did  disagree  thereto,  and  being  alarmed 
:/  I...'  (li.^position  so  strongly  shown  by  the  said  Hastings  to 
•  I !_:.<■  in  new  wars  and  dangerous  foreign  connexions,  and 
[.:>-:!  ;y  having  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  his  agent, 
:  M.  <•...!  upon  him  to  produce  his  instructions  to  Major 
!!;■../.  ::•' :  and  he  did  on  the  5th  of  October,  1783,  and  not 
ii-  :  !'.  .  c:itir  on  the  consultations  a  certain  paper,  purporting 
1')  i-c  :  lie  instructions,  which  he  had  given  to  Major  Browne 
til-'  I  ;■  <'Mli:ui:  ^larch,  the  time  of  his  the  said  Browne's  ap- 
;  ■  i;i:mMit,  in  which  pretended  instructions  no  direction 
v-.l;;it  <nevtr  was  i2:iven  to  tlie  eifect  of  his  the  said  Hastings's 
:;.i;i..'  •'!*  c':-isultati(;n,  or  propounded;  that  is  to  say,  no 
:>•.'.■;■  V.  :is  ^  i  veil  iu  the  said  instructions  to  make  a  direct 
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offer  of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  form  the  arrange- 
ments stated  by  the  said  Browne,  in  his  letter  to  the  said 
Hastings,  as  having  been  made  by  the  express  authority  of 
the  said  Hastings  himself.  But  the  said  instructions  con- 
tained nothing  further  on  that  subject  but  a  conditional 
direction,  that,  in  case  a  military  force  should  be  required  for 
the  Mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the  major  is  to  know  the 
service,  on  which  it  is  to  be  employed,  and  the  resources,  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  paid ;  and  the  instructions  produced  as  his 
real  instructions  by  the  said  Hastings  are  so  guarded  as  to 
caution  the  said  Browne  against  taking  any  part  in  the  in- 
trigues of  those  who  are  about  the  king's  person.  By  which 
letters,  instructions,  and  transactions,  compared  with  each 
other,  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  six 
months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  Company's 
order)  any  instructions  to  the  said  Browne,  did  at  last  enter 
a  false  paper  as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret 
instructions  totally  different  from,  and  even  opposite  to,  his 
public  ostensible  instructions,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council, 
and  to  carry  on,  with  less  obstruction,  dark  and  dangerous 
intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to 
the  true  policy  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  safety  of  the 
British  possessions  in  the  East. 

VII. 

That  the  said  letter  from  Major  Browne  was  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  with- 
out being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the  previous  corre- 
spondence ;  by  which  wiliiil  concealment  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  and  criminal  disrespect  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  of  a  most  flagrant  breach  and  violation 
of  their  orders,  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of  parliament 
to  obey. 

VIII. 

That  the  said  Hastings  having  early  in  the  year  1784  pro- 
cured to  himself  a  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper  provinces, 
the  council,  being  well  aware  of  his  disposition  to  engage  in 
unwarrantable  designs  against  the  neighbouring  states,  did 
expressly  confine  his  powers  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
actual  residence  within  the  Company's  provinces ;  but  it  ap- 
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p  ••  -.  i!:ai  ways  wm'  tbinul  our.  by  wliicli  be  hoped  to  de- 
:"  ;•!•■  iir»«-:»uti<»iis  (»t*  tlu'  board;  for  the  said  AVarren 
111*  ._>  (li.l  writ.-  from  Lucknow, the  capital  of  tbecountTT 
.  ;  *  >  .  :  •.  !•'  iln-  ruurx  of  diivdors  a  certain  postscript  of  a 
:■  P'  :•.  .i;ii«  (1  the  Uli  ot'  Mav,  17sk  ill  which  he  informs  the 
.  .  .:.  iluit  tiif  son  ami  licir-apparont  of  the  Great  Mogul 
!i.i>:  :  iImfi  nfum'  with  him  and  the  Nabob  of  Oude;  that 
!..  !  I  ;  a  fMint'm'ncr  with  tliat  prince  on  the  10th  of  the 
-.1!:  .  I  .'):ith  of  May.  "no  person  being  either  present  or 
A.*;.    .  ii(:ir:ii2  "'  (Inrini^  x\\v  same;  and  that  in  the  said  con- 

!.'•'•  t:n-  jiriiH'c  had  inturnu'd  him  of  the  distresses  of  his 
:":;i-  I.  lii'A  liis  wish  f(H"  the  relief  of  tlie  king,  and  the  re- 
-•  '.-a'-'.  »ii  ot'  tin*  (loniiiiions  of  liis  house,  as  well  as  to  rescue 
I.  .  !  11)^:1  tlw  power  of  certain  persons  not  named,  who  de- 

!■  >i  liiiii  into  a  inrnMnstrumcnt  of  their  interested  and  sor- 
-.   I  ■     !l:iis:  an*!  that,  on  llir  failure  of  his  application  to  him, 

..'  li'l  ritlur  return  to  his  father,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta, 
.  ;  t  .■  i:i"('  to  Kni^'land ;  and  that  the  said  AV'^arren  Hastings 
■  ■  ,  ■•  iiiiii  an  answer  to  the  following  effect;  "that  our 
'  ■  I  irii  i.-li  L'overnmenl  had  jusi  obtained  relief  from  a  state 
<»:  :r.»i>ai  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose;  that 
'■:  1-  a!  -.1.'  nati'-n  was  weary  of  war,  and  dreaded  tne  renewal 
.  :  ; .  u/t(/  irnuhl  In  v(fi(aUi/  (danncd  at  nnj/  movement  of  which 
if  rnuhl  not  s(c  tlir  issKv  or  priHjrcss,  hut  which  might  everUu- 
nil//  I.  ml  fn  vreittv  iinc  hostilities;  that  he  came  hither  [to 
I.  .'-^  'A  with  a  limit (mI  authority,  and  could  not,  if  he 
<■!,...,■  j,  (■n^^•|^r('  in  any  business  of  that  nature  without  the 
co/n  urn  )((•(•  (if  his  vallvdijues  i?i  office,  who  he  believed  would 
In-  ni.isc.  to  it;  (hat  he  would  represent  the  same  to  the 
i..;:it  iMcmlxi's  of  his  own  government,  and  wait  their  de- 
it  ii!.:i..!ii,in.  In  the  mc^an  time  he  advised  the  prince  to  make 
:..iv;i ::■•••<  to  Madajre  Seindia,  both  because  OUT  government 
inis  ii,  intimittc  (ui(l  sirorn  connexion  with  him,  and  because 
i,.-  -  the  elli'etual  head  of  the  ^Mahratta  State;  besides 
li,.:  :i'.  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  feared  his  [Scindia's] 
:.i!.  lu  the  othrr  si(h.'  of  the  question,  unless  he  was  early  pre- 
-.■hmmI/' 

IX. 

Tli.'f,    in    statement    of   this    discourse,   there    is    much 
rvi.i.iiia]  reserve  tv)ward3  the  court  of  directors,  it  not  ap- 


AGAINST   WAEEEN  HASTINGS.  513 

pearing  distinctly  what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the  per- 
sons concerned,  nor  what  the  side  was,  which  he  apprehended 
the  Mahrattas  might  take,  if  not  prevented  by  his  advances ; 
and  in  the  discourse  itself  there  were  many  particulars 
highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  the  said  conversation,  in 
which  he  describes  himself  as  declining  a  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aversion  (therein 
strongly  expressed)  of  his  colleagues,  of  the  Company,  and 
of  the  whole  British  nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures,  which 
might  even  "  eventually  lead  to  hostilities  ;  " — ^he  spoke  to  the 
prince  as  if  he  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  offers,  which 
but  five  months  before  had  been  made  to  the  king  his 
father  on  the  part  of  that  very  government,  (whose  repug- 
nance to  such  measures  he  then  for  the  first  time  chose  to 
profess,  but  which  he  always  had  known,)  through  Major 
Browne,  the  Company's  representative  at  the  court  of  Delhi, 
"  to  provide  for  the  entire  expense  of  any  troops,  which  the 
Shah  [the  king]  might  require;"  and  that  this  was  "what 
the  resident  had  always  proposed  to  the  king,  and  his  confi- 
dential ministers ; " — the  said  Browne  further  declaring, "  that 
if,  in  consequence  of  the  said  proposals,  certain  arrangements 
for  the  Shah's  service, by  ^roop5,  were  not  immediately  ordered, 
in  his  opinion  all  our  [English  government's]  offers  and 
promises  will  be  considered  as  false  and  insidious."  This  be- 
ing the  known  state  of  the  business,  as  represented  by  the 
said  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  public  opinion  of  it, 
although  to  impose  on  the  ignorance  of  the  prince  with  re- 
gard to  the  proceedings  at  his  father's  court  would  have  been 
unworthy  in  itself,  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  could 
not  hope  to  succeed  in  such  imposition,  as  in  the  postscript 
aforesaid  he  represents  the  said  prince  [who  was  the  king's 
eldest  son,  and  thirty-six  years  of  age]  as  a  person  of  con- 
siderable qualifications,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  at  his  father's  court,  and  as  one,  who  had  long 
held  the  principal  and  most  active  part  in  the  little  that  re- 
mained of  the  administration  of  Shdh  Allum,  And  the  said 
Hastings  conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instructed,  without 
making  the  slightest  allusions  to  his  said  positive  and  recent 
engagements,  or  without  giving  any  explanation  with  regard 
to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must  appear  to  the 
said  prince   either  as  a  person  not  only  contracting  en- 
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:..  : :..:  :ii"i.::illy  ]h'\uix  ilu'  Hrst  movor  and  proposer 

.  .   w  1 1 1 1  ( » !  i  t    :i  1 1 y  a  1 1 1  h(  )ri  t y  from  h  is   colleagues,  and 

:!ii'ii'<  ju:.l  ihr  L^ciit'ml  inclination  of  the  British  na- 

Ki  I'M  tliiii  i^ronnd  not  to  be  trusted:  or  that  he  had 

■:  iiKn  of  (lisMi'rctinciit  between  him  and  his  council  as 

.!( r,  ^'.'l    up  without  colouF  or  decency,  for  a  gross 

;i  yy\'  his  <»wu  rnujai^'enuMits ;  leaving  the  princes  and 

!'  tin-  cdiiulrv  Ui»  soh'd  jrround,  on  which  ihev  can  or 

)iitr;n't  with  the  C<iuipany,  to  the  utter  destnie- 

■  :  !!  jMililii*  rouiidcnoe.  and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  the 

.1  caii'lnKr,  inioi^i'ity,  and  wisdom. 

X. 

:•:  ;:   i'tM-r  di^titl  from  the  same  place,  Lucknow, 

:  '  r  ;i:c  I'dll.juijii;  .1  uiic,  1.7S  J-, the  Said  WaiTcn  Hast- 

.■.■.n;i>  liii'  court  of  diri'ctors,  that  Major  Browne, their 

\\\v  Mnirul,  h:id  arrived  tliere  in  the  character  also  of 

;■  ""I  til*'  Mt)Lciil,  \\\\\\  two  sets  of  instructions  from 

•.>  -i'l  '  ])iirli<s  in  liis  ministry,  which  instructions  were 

.   ry  iiirary  to  each  other;   the  lirst,  which  were  the 

■!(•  instructions,  beinji^  to  engage  the  said  Hastings,  in 

-.  :!'s  name,  to  cnttT  into  a  treaty  of  mutual  alliance 

!:■'  cliici'  oi'  th{»  country,  then  minister  to  the  said 

:.  ciilcd  Allrasaib  Klian  ;   the  second  were  from  an- 

:.:'iiicil)al  ])i'rson,  called  Mudjed  id  Dowla,  also  a  min- 

i"  tli»'  >ai(l  ?>logul,  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  confi- 

f\  lor  (lisiinclion,)  which  were  directly  destructive  of 

■I'liuM' :    iind  the  said  latter  instructions,  to  which  it 

.  I'cdcnci*  was  to  be  given,  were  sent  "under  the  most 

i:  :!(liuratious  of  secrecy."     The  purpose  of  these  latter 

r;t   instructions  was  to  require  the  Company's  aid 

=  ji_,^  the  Mogul  from  the  oppressions  of  his  servants, 

.  l*'-oiu  the  o])prossions  of  the  said  Affrasaib,  between 

;    111  I  the  Company  ^lajor  Browne  (at  once  agent  to 

('o:!:|iany,  and  to  two  opposite  factions  in  the   Mo- 

■■•)ui': )  accepted  a  power   to   make  a   treaty  of  mu- 

'.:::  :iici^  under  tlio  sanction  of  his  sovereign;  and  it  does 

;i  :>e:u\  ihat   lie,  Warren    Hastings,  did  disconntenance 

!':•■  .'i'uhle  dealiu<;  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his  and  the 

■' '(  ■   jhii.y's  luiuisier  at  that  court ;  or  did  disavow  any  parti- 

iJ.i'-  ':i  the  letter  from  him  the  said  Browne,  of  the  30th  of 

i^.    '''d  "r.  ]7s:].  stating  the  offers  made  on  his  part  to  the 
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Mogul,  SO  contradictory  to  his  late  declarations  to  the  heir- 
apparent  of  that  monarch,  or  did  give  any  reprimand  to  the 
said  Browne,  or  did  show  any  mark  of  displeasure  against 
him,  as  having  acted  without  orders,  but  did  again  send  him, 
with  renewed  consequence,  to  the  court  aforesaid. 

XI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  still  pursuing  his  said 
evil  designs,  did  apply  to  the  council  for  discretionary  powers 
relative  to  the  intrigues  and  fictions  in  the  Mogul's  court, 
giving  assurances  of  his  resolution  not  to  proceed  against 
their  sense ;  but  the  said  council,  being  fully  aware  of  his  dis- 
position, and  having  Major  Browne's  letter,  recorded  by  him- 
self, the  said  Warren  Hastings,  before  them,  did  refuse  to 
grant  the  said  discretionary  powers ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
did  exhort  him  "  most  sedulously  and  cautiously  to  avoid,  m 
his  correspondence  with  the  different  princes  in  India,  what- 
ever may  commit,  or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation  of  com- 
mitting, the  Company,  either  as  to  their  army  or  treasure ; " 
observing,  "that  the  Company's  orders  are  positive  against 
their  interference  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the 
country  powers." 

XII. 

That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  and  natural  interpreta- 
tion given  by  the  council  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  to  justify  his  dangerous  intrigues,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  June,  1784,  to 
the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most  insolent  and  contemptuous 
manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  them  of  their  ignorance  of 
the  true  sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  limit  their  pro- 
hibition of  interference  with  the  disputes  of  the  country 
powers  to  such  country  powers  as  ajre  permanent ;  express- 
ing himself  as  foUows  :  "  The  faction,  which  now  surrounds 
the  throne,  [the  Mogul's  throne,]  is  widely  different  from 
the  idea,  which  your  commands  are  intended  to  convey  by 
the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  generally  applied  them, 
of  country  powers ,  to  whicn  that  oi permanency  is  a  necessary 
adjunct;  and  which  may  be  more  properly  compared  to  a 
splendid  bubble,  which  the  slightest  breath  of  opposition 
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^^KoDstniction  the  said  llaatings  did  endeavour  to  peraiude 
H^ftku  uotirt  of  directors,  that  the-y  meant  to  confine  their  pro- 
■  1  kibition  of  sinister  intrigueH  to  those  pDn-era  only,  who 
Rould  not  be  eaisity  hurt  by  them,  and  wnoBe  strength  wu 
such,  that  their  resentment  of  Bucb  clandestine  interfe 
^  t  to  be  dreaded ;  but  that,  where  the  powers  were 
■id  fragile,  auch  intrigues  might  be  alloifed. 

XIII. 

[  That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  persuade  the  r 

lirevtors  to  involve  themsclTos  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul, 

iod  reconcile  this  measure  with  his  former  conduct  and  de- 

larcd  opinions,  did  write  to  them  to  the  following  effect; 

"  at  that  former  period,  to  which  the  ancient  policy  with 

d  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the  king's  authority  w  "" 

■        be  true 

f  October,  1774! 
I  capital  of  the  em- 
«  cipher  in  the  administration  ot  it']  to  maintain 
Itself  against  common  vieiBsitudes.     That  he  would  not  have 
advised  interference  if  the  king  himself  retained  the  exercise 
of  it,  however  feeble,  m  his  own  hands.     That  if  it  [the  Mo- 
gul's authority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  extinction,  it 
is  impossible  to  foreeee  mhal  power  mat/  arise  out  of  its  rvinf, 
or  what  events  may  be  linked  in  the  same  chain  of  revolu- 
tion with  it:  but  your  interests  maff  suffer  by  it— your  re- 
putation certain^  wiU,  as  bis  right  to  our  assistance  has  been 
eon$tantlff  acknowledged,  and  by  a  train  of  consequences,  to 
which  our  government  has,  not  intentionally,  given  birth; 
most  especially  by  the  movements,  which  itt  ir^ttenee, 
M  near  an  approach,  baa  excited,  it  has  unfortiuiately 
iome  the  efBcient  instrument  of  a  great  portion  of  th? 
Iting's  present  distresses  and  dangers;"  intimating  (aa  well 
as  the  studied  obscurity  of  his  eipressiona  will  permit  any- 
thing to  be  discerned)  that  his  own  late  intrigues  had  been 
among  the  causes  of  the  distresses  and  dangers,  -which,  by 
new  intrigues,  he  did  pretend  to  remove :  and  he  did  con- 
clude this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose  general  expres- 
Bions  of  his  caution  not  to  affect  the  Company's  interests  or 
revenues  by  any  measures  he  might  at  that  time  take. 
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XIV. 

That  the  principle,  so  far  as  the  same  hath  been  directly 
avowed,  of  the  said  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as 
altogether  irrational,  and  the  pretended  object  as  impracti- 
cable, as  the  means  taken  in  pursuit  of  it  were  fraudident 
and  dishonourable,  namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in 
some  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and  to  his  free- 
agency  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs.  !Por  the  said  Hastings, 
at  the  very  time,  in  which  he  did  with  the  greatest  apparent 
earnestness  urge  the  purpose,  which  he  pretended  to  nave  in 
view,  with  regard  to  the  dignity  and  hberty  of  the  Mogul 
emperor,  did  represent  him  as  a  person  wholly  disqualified, 
and  even  indisposed,  to  take  any  active  p^t  whatsoever  in 
the  conduct  of  his  own  affairs ;  and  that  any  attempt  for 
that  purpose  would  be  utterly  impracticable:  and  this  he 
hath  stated  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  in  his  said  letter  of  the  16th  of  June,  1784,  m  the 
following  emphatical  and  decisive  terms : 

"  You  need  not  be  told  the  character  of  the  king,  whose  in- 
ertness, and  the  habit  of  long-suffering,  has  debased  his  dig- 
nity and  the  fortimes  of  his  house  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
trieving either  the  one  or  the  other.  Whilst  his  personal 
repose  is  undisturbed,  he  will  prefer  to  live  in  the  meanest 
state  of  indigence,  under  the  rule  of  men,  whose  views  are 
bounded  by  avarice,  and  the  power  which  they  derive  from 
his  authority,  rather  than  commit  any  share  of  it  to  his  own 
sons,  though  his  affection  for  them  is  boundless  in  every 
other  respect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  founded  on  the  ex- 
perience of  a  very  different  combination  of  those  circum- 
stances, which  once  served  as  a  temptation  and  example  of 
unlawful  ambition  in  the  princes  of  the  royal  line.  His 
ministers,  from  a  policy  more  reasonable,  have  constantlj 
employed  every  means  of  influence  to  confirm  this  disposi- 
tion, and  to  prevent  his  sons  from  having  any  share  in  the 
distribution  of  affairs,  so  as  to  have  established  a  complete 
usurpation  of  the  royal  prerogative  under  its  own  sanction 
and  patronage." 

XV. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  having  given  this  opinion 
of  the  sovereign,  for  whose  freedom  be  pretended  so  anxious 
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:i  c'liiMTii.  lU'l  (losrribo  the  minister,  with  whom  he  had 
h.iii:  :uit(l  in  contMirrcnce,  and  from  whom  he  had  just  le- 
«.ii\tMl  tlie  fxtniordinary  secret  embassy  aforesaid  for  the 
[Mir[)oso  ol'  I'ilecting  the  deliverance  of  his  master,  the  Mogul, 
iVu!M  tlie  usurpations  of  his  ministers,  as  follows  ; — "  The  first 
iiiini>trr,  Mudjud  ul  Dowla,  is  totally  deficient  in  every  mili- 
t:iry  (juality ;  conceited  of  his  own  superior  talents;  and 
funned  to  the  practice  o^  that  crooked  policy^  which  generally 
([(feats  its  0W71  purpose,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  master." 
Tlie  reality  of  the  said  attachment  was  not  improbable,  but 
allo2^ether  useless,  as  the  said  minister  was  the  only  one 
amoiiii;  the  principal  persons  about  the  king,  who  (besides 
the  total  want  of  all  military  and  civil  ability)  -possessed  no 
territories,  troops,  or  other  means  of  serving  ana  supporting 
him.  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  influence  over  his 
iua:>t  er ;  neither  doth  the  said  Hastings  free  him  any  more 
than  the  pei*sons  more  efficient,  who  were  to  be  destroyed, 
from  a  dis])osition  to  alienate  the  king  from  an  attention  to 
Ills  a  11  airs,  and  from  all  confidence  in  his  own  family;  but, 
on  the  ecmtrary,  he  brings  him  forward  as  the  very  first 
ainoniij  the  instances  he  adduces  to  exemplify  the  practices  of 
tlie  ministers  against  their  sovereign  and  his  chilaren. 

XVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  recommending  in  general 
terms,  and  yet  condemning  in  detail,  every  part  of  his  o^Mi 
()ri^ten(l(»d  ])lan,  as  im])racticable  in  itself,  and  as  undertaken 
in  favour  of  ])ersons,  all  of  whom  he  describes  as  incapable, 
and  tlie  principal  as  indisposed  to  avail  himself  thereof,  must 
have  had  some  other  motives  for  this  long,  intricate,  dark, 
and  hihorions  proceeding  with  the  Mogul,  which  must  be 
soui^iit  in  his  actions,  and  the  evident  drift  and  tendencv 
thereof,  and  in  declarations,  which  were  brought  out  by  him 
to  serve  oth(^r  ])urposes,  ])ut  which  serve  fully  to  explain  his 
]'eal  intiMitions  in  tliis  intrigue. 

XVI T. 

That  th(*  other  members  of  the  council-general  having 
a1)iin(lantly  ciM'tified  their  averseness  to  his  intrigues,  and 
(*ven  having  sliown  apprehensions  of  his  going  personally  to 
the  Mogul  and  the  ^Nlahrattas  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
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the  same,  the  said  Hastmgs  was  driven  headlong  to  acts 
which  did  much  more  openly  indicate  the  true  nature  and 
purpose  of  his  machinations ;  for  he  at  length  recurred  di- 
rectly, and  with  little  disguise,  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  did 
open  an  intrigue  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
fess, in  his  letter  aforesaid  of  the  16th  June,  1784,  that  the 
exception,  which  he  contended  to  be  implied  in  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  forbidding  the  intermeddling  in  the 
disputes  of  "the  country  powers,"  namely,  "powers  not 
permanent,"  did  by  no  means  apply  to  the  Mahrattas ;  and 
he  informs  the  court  of  directors,  that  he  did,  on  the  very 
first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the  Mogul's  son,  write 
to  Mr.  James  Anderson,  to  apprize  the  Mahratta  chief 
Scindia  of  that  event ;  "  for  v^diich,  as  he  was  unprepared,  he 
desired  his  [the  said  Scindia' s]  advice  for  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion  of  it."  Which  method  of  calling  for  the  advice  of 
a  foreign  power  to  regulate  his  political  conduct,  instead  of 
being  regidated  therein  by  the  advice  of  the  British  council, 
and  the  standing  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  pro- 
cedure highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  by  his 
not  communicating  the  said  correspondence  to  the  council- 
general,  as  by  his  duty  he  was  bound  to  do ;  but  it  does 
abundantly  prove  his  concert  with  the  Mahrattas  in  all,  that 
related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  Mogul  court,  which  were 
carried  on  agreeably  to  their  advice,  and  in  subserviency  to 
their  views  and  purposes. 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrat- 
tas, the  said  chief  Scindia  did  send  his  "  familiar  and  confi- 
dential ministers  "  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  being  at  Luck- 
now,  with  whom  the  said  Hastings  did  hold  several  secret 
conferences,  without  any  secretary,  or  other  assistant ;  and 
the  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  the  court  of  directors 
any  minutes  thereof,  but  hath  purposely  involved  even  the 
general  effect  and  tendency  of  these  conferences  in  such  ob- 
scurity, that  it  is  no  otherwise  possible  to  perceive  the  drift 
and  tendency  of  the  same,  but  by  the  general  scope  of  coun- 
sels and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the  Mogul,  and  of  the 
Mahrattas  together,  and  by  the  final  event  of  the  whole, 
which  is  sufiiciently  visible.     For 


XIX. 


^ 


iroii 
, ,      tho 
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TliBt  the  said  Hastings  had  declared,  in  liis  said  letter  of 
IGtli  June,  1784,  that  the  Mogul's  rigbt  to  our  assistftDre 
becu  constantly  acknowledged ;  that  the  ilogul  had  been 
rcssed  by  the  ksaer  Mahomedan  princes  in  the  cbaracter 
in  ofHcers  of  state,  nnd  military  commanders ;  and  he  did 

filaiuly  intiraat*,  that  the  gaid  Mogul  ought  to  be  relieved 
rom  that  aervitude.  And  he  did,  in  giving  an  account  to 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  confereneea  aforesaid,  assure 
-^em,  that  "  his  inclinations  [tbe  inclinations  of  the  Mabratta 
'lief  aforesaid]  were  not  very  dissimilar  from  his  own ;"  and 
■at  "  neither  m  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  would  he 
liter  himself  to  be  drawn  ints  measures,  wbich  shall  tend  to 
rcnken  tiieir  conneiiou,  nor  in  this  eren  to  appose  his  [the 
said  chiers]  inclinatiima ;"  the  said  Hastings  well  linowing, 
as  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  has  confessed,  that  the 
inclinations  of  the  said  Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's 
territories,  and  that  be  himself  did  secretly  concur  therein, 
though  he  did  not  formally  insert  his  concurrence  in  the 
treaty  witii  the  said  Mabratta  chief.  It  is  plain,  therefore, 
that  he  did  all  along  concur  with  the  Mahrattas  in  their  de- 
signs Bjrainst  the  said  king  and  hia  ministers,  under  the 
treacherous  pretenceof  supporting  the  authority  of  the  former 

Xinst  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  and  eflect  the  mio  of  them 
— For,  first,  he  did  give  evil  and  fraudulent  counsel  to  the 
heir-apparent  of  tho  Mogul  "  to  make  advances  to  the  Mah- 
rattas," when  he  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  concurred  in, 
the  designs  of  that  state  against  hia  father's  [the  Mogul's] 
dominions ;  and  further  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince, 
did  assert,  that  "  our  government "  [meaning  the  British 
government]  "  was  in  intimate  and  sworn  oonneiion  with 
Mabadajee  Hcindio,"  when  no  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive, 
appears  to  exist  between  the  aaid  Scindia  and  the  East-India 
(company,  nor  can  eiist,  otherwise  than  in  virtue  of  aomi" 
secret  agreement  between  him  the  said  Scindia  and  Warren 
Hastings,  entered  into  by  the  latter  without  the  knowledge 
of  his  colleagues  and  the  government,  and  never  communi- 
cated to  the  court  of  directora.  And  secondly,  he  did,  in 
order  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas,  contrive  and 
j effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogul  and  hia  authority  h^^ainHI 
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ting  on  foot,  througti  the  aforesaid  Major  Browne,  aundry 
perplesed  and  intricate  negotiations,  contrary  to  public  faith, 
and  to  the  honour  of  tlie  Britieh  nation,  by  which  he  did  es- 
ceedingly  increase  the  confusion  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's 
court,  exposing  the  said  Mogul  to  new  indignities,  insults,  and 
distresses,  and  almost  all  of  the  northern  parts  of  India  to 
great  and  ruinous  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of  the 

Erincipal  chieftains,  some  of  them  possessing  the  territories 
itely  belonging  to  Nudjiff  Cawn,  and  maintaining  among 
them  eighty  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some  (tt 
which  chiefs  were  the  mimstere  aforesaid,  being  cut  off  by 
their  mutual  dissensions,  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at 
length  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  became 
the  uncontroDed  ruler  of  the  royal  army ;  and  the  person  of 
the  Mogul,  with  the  uso  of  all  his  pretensions  and  elaimii, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  nation  already  too  powerful,  together 
with  an  eiteusive  territorj-,  which  entirely  covers  the  Com- 
pany's possessions  and  dependencies  on  one  side,  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 

XX. 
That  the  circumstances  of  these  countries  did  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  sufficiently  indi- 
cate to  him  the  necessity  of  not  aggrandizing  any  power 
whatsoever  on  their  borders,  he  having  in  the  aforesaid  letter 
of  the  16th  June  given  a  deliberate  opinion  of  the  situation 
of  Oude,  in  the  words  following :  "  that,  whilst  we  are  at 
peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  is  only  in  this  quarter, 
that  your  possessions  under  the  government  of  Bengal  are 
vulnerable."  And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter  state, 
that  "  if  things  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that  time 
with  a  divided  government,"  [viz.  the  Company's  and  the 
risier's,  which  government  he  had  himself  estaolished,  and 
under  which  it  ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst 
the  said  countn'  continues  in  a  state  of  dependence,]  "the 
^ighleal  shock  from  a  foreign  hand,  or  even  an  aecidtntal  in. 
ternat  commotion,  might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confu- 
sion, and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequences."  In  this 
perilous  situation  he  made  the  above-recited  sacrifices  to  the 
ambition  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  a  ' 
oouQteoance  and  forward  their  proceedings,  and  with 
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;  i:.i  ir  «  tr.'ct,  lliat  in  liis  minute  of  the  24:thDecem- 

-.    -7^1.  li«'   li:is  (Iccljiri'd,  "that  in  the  eoimtries,  which 

■  ii  tin-  (l«>iiiiiii<iiis  of  tho  Naboh  vizier,  or  on  that  qiiar- 

r  iiw  II.  in  viYvrt  there  is  no  other  jwtcer.^*  And  he  did 

•  ;;  liiiit,  thai  ihi*  pn-si-nn^  of  the  Mahratta  chief  afore- 

'!■  ar  tlie  honliTs  of  the  Nabob's  dominions,  was  no 

.  ''-';>-[M('iiin  :  f«»r.  "  that  it  is  the  effect  of  his  own  solicit- 

.  /.    '.  .•:i.,l  i.^  so  tar  the  olfert  of  an  act  of  that  government." 

XXI. 

i '.  .;.  ;n  t'lirthiT  ])\n'suit  of  the  same  pernicious  design,  he 
I-'  -..il  \V:irnn  llastinjjs  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to 
A  ;  ■..I.:.,  a  \t'i\  i^'ivat  boily  of  tlie  British  troops  out  of  the 
.N:i?>  '■  >  tlnniiiiiiiiis  ;    asserting,  however  truly,  yet  in  direct 

■  1:1  .•.liicti.ii  i-i  his  own  (hrhu'ations,  that  "this  government 
!  :•  J  ii:::  ilu'  British  j^overnnient]  has  not  any  right  to  force 

.!•  i.  h'  I-  with  its  maintenance  upon  him"  [the  Nabob]  ;  and 
'•  :■.'.':  ihiis  n<tt  only  avowedly  aggrandize  the  Mahratta 
-tit' .  ;i!:il  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but  did  as 
;i\  'V.  ..;iy  detjiin  their  captain-general  in  force  on  that  very 
;r. ■  .r  !'.  notwithstanding  he  was  well  apprized,  that  they 
!..:!  il.  >iLrns  aL^ainst  those  dependent  territories  of  Oude, 
.N i  ;-■:•  iiii  V  had  with  great  dilhculty  been  persuaded,  even  in 
.''l>j  •■;  ^iiice.  to  inchide  in  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  that  they 
''..i\>^  :u\er  renounced  their  claims  upon  certain  large  and 
\;ii:i;i!:lr  portions  of  them,  and  have  shown  evident  signs  of 
\'.\'-'.,'  intentions,  on  tlie  first  opportunity,  of  asserting  and 

■!.:■  I-.  :;:i,^  them.  And  finally,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  ••  .iiradiction  to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own  concem- 

:i_r  li.v'  nicissity  of  curbing  the  power  of  the  Mabrattas,  and 
io  i!i.'  priueipU?  of  sundry  measures  undertaken  by  himself 

■  :■.;'  M'dly  for  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  House 
oi"  ( '..:111110ns  I'xpressed  in  their  resolution  of  28th  May,  1782, 
aL^'linst  any  measures,  that  tended  to  unite  the  dangerous 
l'o\\(  .s  ot'  the  ]\Iahratta  empire  under  one  active  command, 
i  as  (  !i(l(»avoured  to  persuade  the  Company,  that,  "while 
s-iiKJia  h\es,  every  acc(^ssion  of  territory  obtained  by  him 
w:ll    !<"  ail  advantage  to  this  [tlie  British]  government;" 

".  liicli.  ii'  it  was  true  as  respecting  the  personal  dispositions 
<>:'  S -india.  which  tliertj  is  no  reason  to  believe,  yet  it  was 
ii;;:.ii!;.  «;riiniiial  to  establish  a  power  in  the  Mahrattas,  which 
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must  survive  the  man,  in  confidence  of  whose  personal  dis- 
positions a  power  more  than  personal  was  given,  and  which 
may  hereafter  fall  into  hands  disposed  to  ma]ke  a  more  hostile 
use  of  it. 

XXII. 

That  in  consequence  of  all  the  before-recited  intrigues,  the 
Mogul  emperor  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  he  the 
said  Mogul  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the  head  of  the 
Mahratta  state  to  be  vicegerent  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an 
authority,  which  supersedes  that  of  vizier,  and  has  thereby 
consolidated  in  the  Mahratta  state  all  the  powers  acknow- 
ledged to  be  of  legal  authority  in  India  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  have  acquired,  and  have  actually  already  at- 
tempted to  use,  the  said  claims  of  general  superiority  against 
the  Company  itself;  the  Mahrattas  claiming  a  right  in 
themselves  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces in  the  Company's  possession,  and  claiming,  in  right 
of  the  Mogul,  the  tribute  due  to  him  ;  by  which  actings  and 
doings  the  said  Hastings  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought 
the  British  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on  the 
Mahratta  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to  the  aforesaid  enor- 
mous claims  a  proportioned  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during 
his  stay  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its  increase ; 
for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one  great  object  of  the 
Mahratta  policy  is  to  unite  under  their  dominion  the  nation 
or  religious  sect  of  the  Seiks,  who  being  a  people  abounding 
with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large  territories,  would  extend 
the  Mahratta  power  over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to 
the  north-west  of  India. 

XXIII. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings,  further  to  augment  the 
power  of  the  said  Mahrattas,  and  to  endanger  the  safety  of 
the  British  possessions,  having  established  in  force  the  said 
Mahrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  afore  recited,  and  finding  the 
council-general  averse  in  that  situation  to  the  withdrawing 
the  British  forces  therefrom,  and  for  disbanding  them  to  the 
extent  required  by  the  said  Hastings,  did  in  a  minute  of  the 
4th  December,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposition,  that,  con- 
trary to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  should  not  be  reduced. 
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ropOM  to  I'luploy  them  under  the  command  of  the  Mogul's 
01.  then  under  the  influeuce  of  the  Mahrattas.  in  a.  war 
nioiit  the  aforesaid  people  or  religious  B«ct  called  Seika. 
■fending  the  same  on  the  following  principles :  "  I  feel  the 
le  of  aa  obligation  imposed  on  me,  b;  the  suppoeitian  1 
)  made,  to  state  a  mode  of  rendering  the  detachment  of 
'  1  its  preftcribed  station,  and  of  affording  the  appeart 
e  for  its  retention." 

XXIV. 

That  the  eaid  Hastings  did  admit,  that  there  was  i 
•ent  danger  to  the  Company's  poBseasions  from  that  nation, 
which  could  iuatify  him  in  sucti  a  war,  as  he  had  declared, 
that  the  Manrattas  were  the  only  power,  that  bordered  on 
the  Company's  poaaessions  and  thoae  of  the  vizier ;  but  be 
did  asaign  as  a  reason  for  going  to  war  with  them  their  mUi- 
tary  and  enthusiastic  spint ;  the  hardness  of  their  natural 
constitution ;  the  danger*  which  might  ariae  from  them  in 
some  future  time,  if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be  united 
under  one  head,  they  existing  at  present  in  a  state  little  dif- 
ferent from  anarchy ;  and  he  did  predict  ^reat  danger  from 
them,  and  at  no  lery  remote  period,  "  if  this  people  be  per- 
mitted to  grow  into  maturity  without  interruption."  And 
though  he  doth  pretend,  that  the  aoUcitations  of  the  heir- 
apparent  of  the  Mogul,  who,  ho  says,  did  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  sohcit  him  to  obtain  the  permiBsion  to  use  the 
Company's  troops  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  had  we^ht  with 
him ;  yet  he  doth  declare,  us  be  esprcsaes  himself  in  the 
minute  aforesaid,  that  "  a  stronger  impulse,  arising  from  the 
hope  of  blasting  the  growth  of  a  generation,  whofi 

ight  beeome  fatal  to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  ii 

f  supporting  his  wishes." 

XXV. 

I  That  the  said  "Warren  Hastinga,  after  forciblT  recommend- 
1  plan  aforesaid,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  did. 
a  judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages  which  might 
■arise  from  a,  compliance  with  it."  Tet  the  said  Hastings, 
being  determined  to  pursue  bis  scheme  for  aggrandizing,  at 
any  rate,  the  Mahratta  power,  io  whose  adult  growth,  and 
the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could  see  no  danger,  did  puTmi|<  > 


from  the 
■  stroQ^y^^^ 
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the  design  of  war  against  a  nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its 
infancy,  from  whom  he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in  whose 
present  state  of  government  he  did  not  apprehend  any  mis- 
chief whatsoever ;  and  finding  the  council  fixed  and  deter- 
mined on  not  disbanding  the  frontier  regiments,  and  think- 
ing that  therein  he  had  found  an  advantage,  he  did  ground 
thereon  the  following  proposition : 

"  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is  to  be  continued, 
it  may  be  surely  better  continued  for  some  useful  purpose, 
than  to  keep  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps,  de- 
signed merely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters.  On  this  ground 
therefore,  and  on  the  supposition  premised,  I  revert  to  my 
original  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  prince's  plan ;  but  as 
this  will  require  some  qualification  in  the  execution  of  it,  I 
will  state  my  recommendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  propo- 
sition, viz.  that  if  it  shall  be  the  resolution  of  the  board  to 
continue  the  detachment  now  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Sir  John  Gumming  at  Furruckabad ;  and  if  the  prince  Mirza 
Jehander  Shdh  shall  apply,  with  the  authority  of  the  kingy  and 
the  concurrence  of  Madajee  Scindia,  for  the  assistance  of  an 
English  military  force  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  ex- 
pel the  Seiks  from  the  territories,  of  which  they  have  lately 
possessed  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may 
be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  detachment  al- 
lotted to  that  service  as  shall  be  hereafter  judged  adequate 
to  it." 

XXVI. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  proposal, 
endeavour  to  circumvent  and  overreach  the  council-general, 
by  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  compliance  with  their 
resolution  into  a  real  and  substantial  opposition  to  and  dis- 
appointment thereof.  For  his  first  proposal  was  to  with- 
draw the  Company's  troops  from  the  vizier's  country  on  the 
pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the  burthen  of  that  establish- 
ment, but  in  reality  with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahratta 
pretensions  on  that  province,  which  would  then  be  deprived 
of  the  means  of  defence.  And  when  the  council  rejected  the 
said  proposal  on  the  express  ground  of  danger  to  the  pro- 
vince by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  restraint  of 
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<mr  troops,  the  suid  UastiDgs.  fmiling  his  first  Bcheme  in 
favour  of  ttie  Sliihrnttiw  nfftituit  tlie  proidnces  dependent  on 
the  Company  deEented  by  tbe  refitsalof  the  council  tocoacur 
in  tlio  said  measure  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  did  then  eu- 
(leHvour  to  obtiUD  the  same  purpose  in  a  difTereut  way ;  and 
instead  of  leaving  the  troops,  according  to  the  intention  and 
policy  of  the  council,  as  a  cneck  to  the  mnbitiim  and  progreeg 
nf  the  Mahrnttas.  he  proposed  to  etnplay  them  in  the  actual 
furtherance  of  those  BchemeB  of  aggrandizement,  of  which 
his  colleagues  were  jealous,  &nd  which  it  was  the  object  of 
their  resolution  to  eoanteract. 

XX  vn. 

That  in  the  whole  of  the  letters,  negotiations,  proposals, 
nnd  iirojects  of  the  said  Warren  Hustings,  relative  to  the 
Mogul,  he  did  appear  to  pursue  bat  one  object,  namely,  the 
aggnmdizement  of  the  lately  hostile  and  always  dangerous 

Eower  of  the  Mahrattas  ;  and  did  pursue  the  aame  by  means 
ighly  dishonourable  to  the  BrilLsli  character  for  honour, 
justice,  candour,  plain- dealing,  moderation,  and  humanity. 


i 


XJX.   LIBEL  OX  THL  COUBT  OF  DIKECTOl 

TiFAT  Wnrren  Hastings,  Esquire,  was,  during  the  whole  of 
the  year  17S3,  a  servant  of  the  East-India  Company,  nnd 
was  bound  by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  to  give 
to  the  whole  of  their  service  an  esample  of  Buhmissiou, 
reverence,  and  respect  to  their  authority  -.  and  that  if  they 
should  in  the  course  of  their  duty  call  in  question  any  part 
of  his  conduct,  he  was  bound  to  conduct  his  defence  with 
temper  and  decency ;  and  while  his  conduct  was  under  their 
consideration,  it  was  not  allowable  to  print  and  publish  any 
of  his  letters  to  them,  without  their  consent  firat  had  and 
obtniLied ;  and  he  was  bound  by  the  same  principles  of  duty, 
enlnrrcd  by  still  more  cogent  reasons,  to  observe,  in  a  paper 
intended  for  publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  and 
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to  treat  the  said  court  of  directors,  his  lawful  masters,  with 
respect. 

II. 

That  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did  print  and  puhlish,  or 
cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  at  Calcutta  m  Bengal, 
the  narrative  of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  the  court  of  directors, 
in  order  to  pre-occupy  the  judgment  of  the  servants  in  that 
settlement,  and  to  gain  from  them  a  factious  countenance 
and  support,  previous  to  the  judgment  and  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  his  lawful  superiors.  " 

III. 

That  the  court  of  directors  having  come  to  certain  resolu- 
tions of  fact  relative  to  the  engagements  subsisting  betHeen 
them  and  the  Eajah  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  same  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Eajah,  did,  in 
ttie  fifth  resolution,  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion, 
declare  as  follows  : — "  That  it  appears  to  this  court,  tnat  the 
conduct  of  the  governor-general  towards  the  Eajah,  whilst  he 
was  at  Benares,  was  improper ;  and  that  the  imprisonment  of 
his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects 
and  others,  was  unwarrantable  and  highly  Impolitic,  and  may 
tend  to  weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  native  princes  of 
India  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the 
Company's  government." 

IV. 

That  the  said  resolutions  being  transmitted  to  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  write, 
and  cause  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain  false,  inso- 
lent, malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  purporting  to  be  a  letter 
from  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, dated  Fort  William,  20th  March,  1783,  "  calculated 
[as  the  directors  truly  affirm]  to  bring  contempt,  as  well  as  an 
odium,  on  the  court  of  directors  for  their  conduct  on  that 
occasion ;"  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to  excite 
a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawful  government  of  this 
nation  in  India  through  all- ranks  of  their  service. 


1 

the  court  of'  I 


.  That  be,  the  said  Warren  Ilaittinga,  among  other  i. 
tad  coDtumacioua  charges  aud  asperaions  on  the  court  of' 
"pectore,  did  address  them  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid,  as 
fa: — "I  deny  that  Bajsh  Uheit  Sing  was  a  native 
e  of  India.  Cheit  Sing  is  the  son  of  a  eoUeetor  of  tbe 
,ue  of  that  province,  which  his  arts,  and  the  miefortuiiea 
t  his  master,  enabled  liim  to  convert  to  a  ponuanent  and 
mlitary  possession.  This  man,  whom  i/ou  have  ihut 
iked  among  the  prmeei  of  India,  will  be  aatonished,  when 
he  bcara  it,  at  an  eleTutiou  so  unloolied  for;  nor  leas  at  tbe 
independent  rigUta,  which  your  commands  have  assigaed 
him :  rights  which  are  so  foreign  fo  hig  conceptions,  that  I 
doubt  whether  he  wUl  knoto  in  what  language  to  assert  thtM  ; 
tinlea  the  example  which  you  have  thought  it  consilient  wiA 
jiutice,  however  opposite  to  poUe)/,  to  show,  of  becomirtg  kis 
advocates  against  your  own  interests,  should  inspire  any  of 
your  own  tervants  to  be  his  advisers  and  instructors."  And  he 
did  further,  to  bring  into  contempt  the  authority  of  the  Com> 
pany,  and  to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lawful  orders,  frame 
a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  intended  tho 
restoration  of  the  liajah  of  Benares;  and  on  that  ground 
did  presume  in  the  said  libel  to  calumniate,  in  disrespectful 
and  contumelious  terms,  tbe  policy  of  the  court  of  directors, 
BB  well  as  the  person,  whom  he  did  conceive  to  be  the  object 
of  their  protection,  as  followeth : — "  Of  the  consequences  of 
such  a  policy,  I  forbear  to  speak.  Most  happily  the  mretch, 
tehose  hopes  may  be  excited  by  the  appearances  in  his  favonr, 
is  ill  qualified  to  avail  himself  of  them,  and  the  force  which  it 
stationed  in  the  province  of  Benares,  is  sufficient  fo  stipprets 
any  symptom  of  internal  sedition ;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create 
distrust  and  suspense  in  the  minds  both  of  the  rulers  and  of 
the  people,  and  such  a  state  ia  always  productive  of  disorder. 
But  it  is  not  in  this  partial  consideration,  that  I  dread  the 
effects  of  your  commands ;  it  is  in  your  proclatnied  indis- 
position  against  the  first  executive  member  of  your  first 
government  in  India.  I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of 
what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunciations  against 
your  own  minister,  m  favour  of  a  man  uuiveraally  conaidered 
in  this  part  of  tbe  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his  criinem 

b. Jl 
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the  murderer  of  your  Rervants  and  soldierB,  and  the  rehel  to 
yoiw  authority,  arrived  two  montha  earlier." 

VI. 
That  the  said  Warreu  Hastings  did  also  presume  to  cen- 
inre  and  asperse  the  court  of  directors  for  the  moderate 
terms,  in  which  they  had  espreaaed  their  didjjleasure  against 
him,  as  putting  him  under  the  necessity  of  stating  in  his 
defence  a  strong  accusation  against  himself;  and  as  imply- 
ing in  the  said  court  a  consciousoess,  that  he  was  not  guUty 
of  the  offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  be  asserts,  m 
the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  "  arraigned  and  pre- 
judged of  a  eiolatiou  of  national  faith  in  aeti  of  such  compli- 
cated aggravation,  that,  if  they  were  true,  no  punishment 
SHORT  OF  DEATH  could  atone  for  the  injury,  which 
the  interest  and  credit  of  the  public  had  sustaiciedinthem:" 
and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for  applying  no 
stronger  or  more  criminating  epithets  than  those  of  "  im- 
proper, unwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitie,"  to  an  offence 
so  by  them  charged,  and  by  him  described.  And  though  it 
he  true,  that  the  expressions  aforesaid  are  much  too  reaerred 
for  the  purpose  of  duly  characterizing  the  oifences  of  the 
said  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in  him  most  indecent  to  libel  the 
court  of  directors  for  the  same ;  and  his  implication,  from 
the  tenderness  of  the  epithets  and  descriptions  aforesaid 
used  towards  him,  was  not  only  indecent,  but  ungrounded, 
malicious,  and  scandalous ;  he  having  himself  highly,  though 
truly,  aggravated  "  the  charge  of  the  injuries  done  by  him  to 
the  Bajah  of  Benares,"  in  order  to  bring  the  said  directors 
into  contempt  and  suspicion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said 
libel  being  as  foUow  :  "  Here  I  must  crave  leave  to  say,  tbat 
the  terms  '  improper,  unwarrantable,  and  highly  impolitic,' 
are  much  too  gentle,  as  deductions  from  such  premises ;  and 
as  every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel,  as  he  reads, 
the  deductions,  which  inevitably  belong  to  them,  I  will  add, 
that  the  strict  performance  of  solemn  engagements  on  one 
p^rt,  followed  by  acta  directly  aubvcrsive  ot  them,  and  by 
total  diapoasession  on  the  other,  stamps  on  the  perpetrators 
of  the  latter  the  guilt  of  the  greateat  possible  violation  of 
faith  and  justice." — "  There  is  an  appearance  of  tendernesa 
in  this  deviation  from  plain  construction,  of  which,  however 
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^fftnt,  L  hare  a  rigbt  to  complain  ;  because  it  imposes 
Ssfi  neceaBity  of  framing  ihe  terms  of  the  accuBation  Bgwnst 
pysrlf,  which  you  hove  only  not  iiuide,  but  have  stated  ihe 
'tag  articles  to  it  so  stroogly,  that  uo  one,  who  reads 
-   ---]  avoid  making  it,  or  not  knoto  it  to  have  been  in- 

VU. 

That  the  said  HastingB,  being  veil  aware,  that  his  own 

declarations  did  contain  the  clearest  condemnation  of  his  own 

pjBonduot  &om  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel,  attempt  tg 

tonrertuni,  frustrate,  and  render  of  none  effect,  all  the  proo6 

■  io  be  given  of  prevarication,  contradiction,  sai  of  oppontion 

lof  action  to  principle,  which  can  be  used  against  men  in 

nublic  truBt,  and  did  contend,  that  the  same  could  not  be 

Kiiaed  against  him ;  and,  as  if  false  assertions  could  be  juBtifiral 

thy  factious  motives,  be  did  endeavour  to  do  sway  the  authoi- 

f  ity  of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  declarations,  entei^d  by 

faim  in  writinff  on  the  council-books  of  the  presidency;  for, 

after  asserting,  but  not  attempting  to  prove,  that  his  declatft- 

tiona  were  consistent  with  hid  couduct,  ho  writes  in  the  said 

libel  aa  follows :  for  "  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be 

made  the  rules  of  my  conduct ;  and  Qoi  forbid,  that  evety 

expression  dictated  by  the  impulse  of  present  emergency,  una 

unpremeditatedly  uttered  in  the  heat  of  party  contention, 

'lould  impose  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed  principk, 

id  be  applied  to  every  variable  oceaaion." 

VIII. 

That  the  said  HastingB,  in  order  to  draw  the  lawful  de- 
pendence of  the  servants  of  the  Company  from  the  court  of 
directors  to  a  factious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the 
libel  aforesaid,  treat  the  acts  and  appointments  of  their  un- 
doubted authority,  when  exercised  in  opposition  to  bis  arbi- 
trary will,  as  ruinous  to  their  affairs,  in  tho  following  terms: 
"  It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  world,  as  to  the  court  of 
Eogliah  proprietors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments  ot 
the  dissolution  of  my  influence,  in  the  year  1774,  were  Mr. 
John  Bristow  and  Mr.  Francis  Powke.  By  your  ancient  and 
known  constitution  the  governor  haa  been  ever  held  foitb 

'  understood  to  poBsess  the  ostensible  powers  of  g 
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I  ment ;  all  the  correspondence  with  foreign  princeB  ia  eon- 
R  ducted  in  his  name ;  and  eveTy  person  reaideut  with  them  for 
I  the  management  of  your  pohtical  coneema  ia  understood  to 
he  more  etpeeiaUy  hit  representative,  and  of  hii  choice — and 
such  ought  to  be  the  rule ;  for  how  otherwise  can  they  trust  an 
agent  nominated  against  the  will  of  his  principal  ?  When 
the  state  of  this  adminiatration  was  such  as  seemed  to  admit 
o/the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  reaidency  of  Luck- 
now  without  tmiek  diminution  of  my  own  influence,  I  gladly 
seized  the  occasion  to  show  my  readiness  to  submit  to  your 
commands :  I  proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  nominated 
and  decliired  to  be  the  agent  of  my  ovin  choke.  Even  this 
effect  of  my  caution  is  defeated  by  your  absolute  command  for 
his  re-appointment  independent  of  me,  and  with  the  supposition, 
that  I  should  be  advene  to  it. — I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of 
my  official  powers  both  in  the  province  of  Oude  and  in  the 
zemindary  of  Benares." 

IX. 

That,  further  to  emancipate  others  and  himself  from  due 
obedience  to  the  court  of  directors,  he  did,  in  the  libel  afore- 
said, enhance  his  services ;  which,  without  specification  or 
proof,  ho  did  suppose  in  the  said  libel  to  be  important  and 
valuable,  by  representing  them  as  done  under  their  displea- 
sure ;  and  dotli  attribute  his  not  having  done  more  to  their 
opposition,  as  followeth ; — "  It  is  now  a  complete  period  of 
eleven  years  since  I  first  received  the  first  nominal  charge  of 
your  affairs ;  in  the  course  of  it  I  have  invariably  had  to  con- 
tend, not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  hut  such  as  most  «n- 
naturaUy  arose/rom  the  opposition  of  those  very  powers,  from 
which  I  primarily  derive  my  authority,  and  which  were  required 
for  the  support  of  it.  My  exertions,  though  applied  to  an 
unvaried  and  consistent  line  of  action,  have  been  occasional 
and  desultoiT ;  yet  I  please  aivself  with  the  hope,  that  in 
the  annals  of  your  dominion,  wtich  shall  be  written  after  the 
extinction  of  recent  prejudices,  this  term  of  its  administration 
will  appear  not  the  least  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Company,  nor  the  least  reflective  of  the  honour  of  the 
Rritish  name ;  and  allow  me  to  suggest  the  instructive  re- 
flection of  what  good  might  have  been  done,  and  what  erilpre- 
vented,  had  due  support  been  given  to  that  administration. 
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gAicA  Aim  performed  nieh  tminent  and  ruhntantial  serviea 

And  tbe  said  Hastings,  further  to  render  the  authority  of 
"  B  said  court  perfectly  contemptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  of 
.ultation  for  bis  having  escftped  out  of  a  measure,  in  which 
./  his  guilt  he  had  involved  the  Company  in  a  ruinous  war, 
llid  out  of  which  it  had  escaped  by  a  aacrifice  of  almost  all 
)  territories  before  acquired,  (from  that  enemy,  which  he 
i  made,)  either  by  war,  or  former  treaties,  and  by  the 
mdoning  the  Company's  allies  to  their  mercy,  attribute 
e  stud  sapposed  serricee  to  hia  acting  in  euch  a  manner  as 
_  d.  on  former  occasions  excited  their  diapleaaure,  in  the  fid- 
lowing  worda  : 

"  Pardon,  honourable  Sirs,  this  digressive  exultaHon ;  I 
Hnnot  suppress  the  pride,  nbich  I  leel  in  this  succeesfiij 
Ichievement  of  a  measure  so  fortunate  for  your  interests  and 
the  national  honour ;  for  that  pride  is  the  source  of  my  zeal, 
[to  frequently  eierted  in  your  support,  and  never  more  hap- 
pily than  in  those  instaneea,  in  whieU  I  have  departed  from 
the  prticribed  and  beaten  path  of  aeCion,  and  assumed  a  re- 
sponsihiliiff,  vhich  has  too  frequently  drawn  on  me  the  tnott 
pointed  effects  ^  your  displeasure.  But  however  1  may  yield 
to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging  on  the  aubject,  my 
motive  in  introducing  it  was  immediately  connected  with  iti 
context,  and  was  to  contrast  the  actual  state  of  your  potUkal 
''airs,  derived  from  a  happier  influence,  with  that,  wMeh 
\t  hare  attended  an  earlier  dissolution  of  it;"  and  he  did 
e  himself  upon  "  the  patience  and  temper,  "(nth  which  ho 
atihmitted  to  all  the  indignities,  which  have  been  heaped 
"Upon  him  [meaning  by  tbe  said  court  of  directors]  in  aae 
luug  service :  "  and  he  did  insolently  atirlhute  to  an  unusual 
strain  of  zeal  for  their  service,  that  he  "persevered  in  ths 
VIOLENT  MAIKTRNAKCE  OF  tUS  OFFICE." 
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That  in  order  further  to  excite  the  spirit  of  disobedience  in 
le  Company's  servants  to  the  lawfiJ  authority  set  over 
them,  he  the  said  "Warren   Kastings   did  treat   contemp- 
tuously  and    ironically  the    supposed    disposition    of  the 
Company's  servants  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
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ham,  who  was  known  to  be  the  public  agent  of  my  own  no- 
mination at  Benares,  and  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Francis 
Fowke  by  your  order,  contained  in  the  same  letter,  would 
place  it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  beyond  a  doubt. 
This  order  has  been  obeyed  ;  and  whenever  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing,  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
mise  the  same  ready  and  exact  submission  in  the  other  members 
of  the  council ; "  and  he  did,  in  the  postscript  of  the  said  let- 
ter, and  as  on  recollection,  endeavour  to  make  a  reparation  of 
honour  to  his  said  colleagues,  as  if  his  expressions  aforesaid 
had  arisen  from  animosity  to  them,  as  follows  :  "  Upon  a  care- 
ful revisal  of  what  I  have  written,  I  fear,  that  an  expression, 
which  I  have  used,  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  the 
board,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received  for  the  restora- 
tion of  Cheit  Sing,  may  be  construed  as'  intimating  a  sense 
of  dissatisfaction,  applied  to  transactions  already  past. — ^It  is 
not  my  intention  to  complain  of  any  one." 

XI. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  acts  of  injury  aforesaid  to 
the  Eajah  of  Benares,  did  assume  and  arrogate  to  himself 
an  illegal  authority  therein,  and  did  maintain,  that  the  acts 
done  in  consequence  of  that  measure  were  not  revocable  by 
any  subsequent  authority,  in  the  following  words : .  "  If  you 
should  proceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing  to  the 
zemindary,  from  which,  by  the  powers  which  I  legally  pos* 
sessed,  and  conceive  myself  legally  bound  to  assert  against  any 
subsequent  authority  to  the  contrary,  derived  from  the  same 
common  source,  he  was  dispossessed  for  crimes  of  the  great- 
est enormity,  and  your  coimcil  shall  resolve  to  execute  the 
order,  I  will  instantly  give  up  my  station  and  the  service." 

XII. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  attempt  to  justify  his 
publication  of  the  said  libellous  letter  to  and  against  the 
court  of  directors  by  asserting  therein,  that  these  resolutions 
[meaning  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  directors,  relative  to 
}he  Rajah  of  Benares]  "were  either  published,  or  intended 
for  publication ; "  evidently  proving,  that  he  did  take  this 
unwarrantable  course  without  any  sufficient  assurance,  that 
the  ground  and  motive  by  him  assigned  had  any  existence. 


END   OF   A'OL.    IT. 
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